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WHY WE WROTE THIS BOOK


Ever since the first person scratched a picture into the rocks of a cave, humans have studied the stars. For thousands of years, astrologers have used the stars to forecast events, identify medical conditions, give self-help advice, and more.


Astrology is a practice that few confess to believing in but one that millions use. Who doesn’t check a horoscope in the paper now and again? Many people still swear by the Moon-based advice in the Farmers’ Almanac. Today, astrology is often used as a supplemental guiding force that helps people everywhere—celebrities, to professionals, to us average folks—better understand both the world and ourselves.


Many people desperately seek ways to heal the emotional holes in their lives through a variety of techniques both ancient and modern. As professional astrologers, we’ve dedicated our lives to helping people through this ancient system of self-knowledge, and we consult with people from all walks of life on a daily basis. In the ongoing service of this mission, we’ve created this in-depth guide to gaining insight into the problematic areas of life and, from that insight, pathways that lead toward a more fulfilled existence.


In this book, we concentrated on Pluto, the planet of destruction and transformation. You may have read that, in 2006, Pluto was downgraded to a “dwarf” planet by the International Astronomical Union. Simply put, astronomy is the science of mapping the sky and tracking the movement of all the objects within the known universe. Astrology is the practice of interpreting the movement of the planets in our solar system as it relates to human behavior. Just as with everything else, size doesn’t matter, especially with the badass of the universe. Whether some humans call Pluto a planet, a dwarf, or a rock in space, his influence and purpose in astrology hasn’t changed. Pluto is still the force of transformation, the tough guy, astrology’s hard case. And astrology uses “planet” as a reference to the farthest rock from the Sun. In our work, and this book, so do we.


Pluto deals with what is buried or hidden in the psyche. Conditioned behaviors, unresolved fears, and anger are some of the issues this astrological bad boy raises, as Pluto’s energy works through the self-destructive scenarios we repeat that cause us pain. These issues are revealed through the house placements of Pluto, both by birth and during a transit through the astrology chart. Wherever Pluto appears, it illustrates lifelong challenges and opportunities.


Throughout this book, we have integrated examples taken from our real-life files, although names, occupations, and other descriptive information have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients. Our intent is to show you how to recognize the harmful emotional or physical patterns that you subconsciously repeat so that you can break free of self-defeating behaviors and use Pluto’s influence as a force for positive change in your life.


We’ve seen Pluto’s work in our own lives. We’ve felt the flow of Pluto’s energy. When we ignored it, we got our butts kicked, just like you probably have. But when we harnessed Pluto’s strength as a force of change instead of destruction, we found a way out of our inner turmoil and a path toward a better, brighter future. The choice is yours.
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INTRODUCTION


A friend seems to thrive no matter what life throws at her while you feel like you’re stuck on that endless hamster wheel. Maybe you feel like a loser-magnet when it comes to finding a lover or you can’t find a satisfying job. Perhaps you’re afraid to stand up for yourself or you’re rebelling in self-destructive ways. Why?


The simple truth is that you are probably the reason you’re stuck like a rodent in a cage. But hey, don’t feel bad. You’re not alone. Most of us humans have to learn our lessons the hard way. Sometimes, it takes the emotional equivalent of being hit by an eighteen-wheeler before we recognize our role in attracting those unhealthy situations that we can’t seem to avoid. You could spend thousands of dollars and months or years in therapy. You could read every self-help book on the market. You could have your horoscope mapped and charted and analyzed by a dozen astrologers. But until you decide to change, nothing will work.


In order to transform, the first step forward is to become aware of the negative patterns you keep repeating. Then you must make a conscious decision to change. How do you achieve such a transformation? By becoming mindful of the automatic responses and misconceptions about yourself that you learned in childhood and then continued to perpetuate throughout your adult life. Seem impossible? It isn’t.


One of the easiest ways to learn about these ingrained patterns is through astrology. It’s the original self-help tool that contains every key you need to live a fulfilling life. It’s been said that astrology is the first psychology. Five thousand years before Sigmund Freud developed his theory of psychoanalysis, astrologers had learned to correlate planetary movements with both personality and behavior patterns. As a self-help tool, it provides amazing insight into the underlying character traits that can either impede or propel your spiritual and psychological growth.


Carl Jung was a Swiss psychologist and psychiatrist who is considered by many to be the founder of analytic psychology. Jung was Freud’s protégé and friend, and he also had a deep interest in astrology. Jung cast the horoscopes of his patients and made a statistical study of the relationships of marriage partners. He recognized that astrology could be used as an important tool for self-awareness. In a September 9, 1947, letter to B. V. Raman, one of the most respected astrologers in the world (reproduced in Roderick Main’s Jung On Synchronicity and the Paranormal, Princeton University Press, 1998), Jung wrote, “In cases of difficult psychological diagnosis, I usually get a horoscope in order to have a further point of view from an entirely different angle. I must say that I very often found that the astrological data elucidated certain points which I otherwise would have been unable to understand.”


Today, many psychologists and psychiatrists are also accomplished astrologers, and countless others regularly consult with astrologers in order to gain greater insight into their clients.


Since Babylonian times, this ancient practice has been used to guide people by interpreting the movement of the planets in our solar system as it relates to human behavior. In fact, every civilization has a form of astrology designed to help us find inner happiness and live vital lives. And just as every ancient civilization looked to the stars for answers, we modern human beings would be wise to do the same, recognizing that we are all part of the universe, and are subject to its rhythms and cycles just as the tides are influenced by the Moon. We contain the same physical elements that compose the Earth and share the same human ability to reason that sets us apart from all other living things—and yet we are as unique as the stars. Your personal natal chart is a snapshot of where the planets were the minute you were born. No one, not even your twin, is exactly like you.


Each of the planets in the zodiac has a specific role in shaping the inner you, but none is more important or makes a bigger impact than Pluto, the planet of destruction and transformation. In mythology, Pluto, the god, exposes the shadows of the past that can paralyze the present and destroy the future; and the discovery of the planet that carries his name coincides with the beginnings of psychoanalysis. Like a good-but-tough therapist, astrology’s Pluto tries to wring the truth out of you. His job is to challenge you to live an honest and fearless life. Your job is to deal with the truths that prevent your happiness.


Before we go any further, you need to know that no one’s Pluto journey is easy. The world is flooded with quick-fix guides, workshops, and therapies to find success, love, and happiness. But where Pluto is concerned, you quickly learn that there is no quick fix, and the meaning of self-help is just that—you must help yourself. You must be willing to do the annoying, sometimes hurtful, sometimes bitter, but in the end always rewarding work.


Pluto is an in-your-face guy, and we’ve loaded the book with in-your-face advice. Sometimes that advice will be edgy, sometimes dark, but it will always be accompanied by humor. With this in mind, know that our intention is first and foremost to use Pluto to teach you how to overcome some of your most difficult and ingrained traits to clear the path to positive self-realization and transformation.


Although you might not realize it, you have an inner light and spiritual love that will support and sustain you through turmoil. You inherited this power the moment you were born. With this book, you’re going to learn how to unlock the heroic part of your soul to allow yourself to flourish as you were intended. Nothing in astrology is predestined. There’s no mysterious secret to making it work for you. Life’s difficulties may feel like fate, but you hold the key to your transformation. The choice of how you will live is yours. Once you choose positive change, you can begin to walk through life in awareness.


Pluto’s reputation is a scary one because he rules death. But the death associated with him is the death of your self-destructive behaviors. He also rules buried riches, both within the Earth and within you. His most powerful symbol is the phoenix, the magical bird that was reborn again and again from its own ashes. No matter what life throws at the phoenix, it can’t be destroyed. It always triumphs. So can you. This book will show you how.



Who Is Pluto?



Before we jump into Pluto’s story, it will be helpful for you to know that the names of the planets in our Western Astrology are based on Roman mythology, which is heavily blended with Greek mythology. In a nutshell, the Romans took the Greek gods, changed most of their names, kept some of the Greek myths, and added their own twist to other ancient stories.


As you’ll see below, and in the Sun Signs section, the Greek names are presented in parentheses throughout the book. For further reference, you’ll find the helpful table, Quick Guide to Roman Gods and Other Mythological People and Creatures.


Now who is this character and why is he such a bad boy? In Roman mythology, Pluto was the lord of the underworld. He ruled Hades (also the Greek name for him) and all the hidden realms of Earth—everything that’s dead, buried, or deliberately concealed belongs to him. He’s the expert on power plays, control freaks, and hidden agendas because he was born into the poster family for dysfunction.


Pluto, Neptune (Poseidon), and Jupiter (Zeus) were the sons of Saturn (Cronus) and Ops (Rhea). Saturn was the head of the Titans, a gang of ruthless gods who ruled everything in the sky, on the Earth, and below the Earth. Saturn, a mean paranoid who killed his own father in a takeover, set himself up as Supreme Ruler. Think of a mob war with Tony Soprano surviving as boss badass—only, Saturn wasn’t as nice as Tony. When Saturn’s sons were born, he was so fearful of falling victim to the same fate he had dealt his old man that he swallowed each of them—or so he thought. Ops managed to save Jupiter by handing Saturn a swaddled rock and hiding the baby on the island of Crete.


When Jupiter grew up, he caught up with Saturn and forced him to cough up his brothers. Together, they led their gang, the Olympians, in a ten-year war against Saturn and the Titans. Keeping the family tradition alive—and fulfilling their father’s worst fear—Jupiter killed Saturn. Then the three boys drew straws for his kingdom. Jupiter won the sky and the title of Supreme Ruler. Neptune won the sea. Pluto got what was left—Hades, the Land of the Dead. He rules secrets, obsession, jealousy, and revenge. And wherever he operates, he moves behind the scenes.


Today, think of him as astrology’s version of the Godfather. He’s the mob boss who doesn’t care whether you’re the most pious person on the block or the adulterer next door. He makes you the offer you can’t refuse. Revise that. You have free will to choose, but you shouldn’t refuse. Work with his tough-guy energy, and you’ll find the courage to stand up to anything and to transform your life.


Saturn, the planet of karma, rules Capricorn. Pluto, the planet of transformation, is also considered a planet of fate. Each deals with areas in which you need to do some work in order to evolve. The years these two powerhouses travel together through your personal horoscope bring situations that can definitely feel like the universe is kicking you. However, you can have decades to make permanent changes because the process is extremely slow. Pluto spends from twelve to thirty years in a zodiac sign and in the one or two houses it occupies in your natal chart during a transit. He works through time and pressure—the same principle of time and pressure that it takes to create the buried riches within the Earth.



Five Ways to Gain and Grow with Pluto



This book is designed to help you to understand how Pluto works in your life, and to use that understanding to enact positive change. Pluto’s mission as he moves through your natal chart is to make you recognize the negative patterns that prevent you from realizing your full potential.


The zodiac wheel is a pie chart divided into twelve equal segments called houses, and each house is home to one of the Sun signs. Each house also represents specific life areas and symbolizes the soul’s journey around the zodiac. The five significant areas of Pluto’s personal influence on you are your Sun sign, your Ascendant (rising sign), the house Pluto occupies in your natal chart, the house Pluto is currently transiting, and, to a lesser extent, your Pluto generation.


Imagine you’re looking at Pluto through a high-powered telescope set to capture a wide-angle view of the universe. At this angle, Pluto looks like a dot in the middle of a huge amount of space, but you do see him. This is what viewing Pluto’s influence on your generation is like. You share certain collective traits such as fashion trends or perhaps being particularly technology savvy, and you feel Pluto’s presence through the political and societal changes that molded the world during your growing years.


Next, flip the focus to a closer view, where Pluto is clearly visible and a lot bigger in the frame. This picture represents the influence on your Sun and rising signs. Pluto’s effect on your life is stronger here, and you feel the pressure he exerts in a more personal way.


Finally, switch to close-up, and Pluto’s right in your face. You feel as if you could reach out and touch him, and that he could definitely reach out and whack you. This is what it looks like when Pluto’s force is concentrated in your natal house, and through the houses he transits during your lifetime. This angle is the up-close-and-personal shot, and there’s no way to avoid looking directly into Pluto’s penetrating stare.


Reading the section “Pluto Through the Generations” (part one) will provide you with a more global view of how each generation is affected by Pluto’s presence. And the sections about your Sun sign, rising sign, natal Pluto, and transiting Pluto (parts two and three) will give you an in-depth and unique look at the ways in which this powerful energy is working in your life.



Natal Chart


So, what exactly is a natal chart? Imagine a photograph taken mere moments after a baby is born, captured perhaps by a proud father or helpful delivery-room nurse. Your personal natal chart is like that—it’s an astrological snapshot of where the planets were located in the sky at the moment you were born and is exclusive to you alone.


Your natal chart is your personal zodiac wheel, and having a copy of your natal chart handy will help enormously as you make your way through the chapters ahead. You can easily obtain a copy of your natal chart through a number of online sources. And please visit either Hazel’s or Bridgett’s website (located in the Resources and Recommended Reading section at the end of this book) to reach out to either of us with questions about your natal chart.


Pluto Through the Generations


A detailed table of the years Pluto was in each Sun sign is located in part one of this book. This will help you determine to which Pluto generation you belong. Then each section that follows contains a brief discussion of how Pluto got his hooks into that generation, showing the collective mindset as well as some of the changes that occurred during Pluto’s visit. We also take a humorous look at what humanity might expect from future Pluto generations.


Sun Signs and Ascendants (Rising Signs)


Part two will take you on a journey through your Sun sign and some of the general ways in which Pluto’s transit can affect you. The respective Sun sign information also provides insight into your Ascendant, further deepening Pluto’s unrelenting influence. For example, if you are an Aquarius with Libra rising, read both the Aquarius and Libra Sun sign sections.


Until 2024, Pluto will be traveling through the astrological sign of Capricorn. The last time he elbowed his way into this tradition-loving space was from 1762 to 1778. A game-changing event during this time was the American Revolution, when rebels fought for their independence and freedom from a power they believed to be oppressive and unjust. The American revolutionaries struggled against control, greed, and unchecked power. Today, these themes are playing out globally in widespread battles for freedom, across many cultures and countries.


Capricorn is the Cardinal Earth sign that represents authority and power structures—governments, armies, corporations, and bureaucracies. Cardinal signs take action, sometimes disregarding the consequences. (The Cardinal Quality and the Capricorn Sun sign are discussed further in part two.) The tenth house, Capricorn’s home, signifies career and public life. Some of the issues in the tenth house include ambition, greed, and domination. Upheavals occur when we rebel—either individually or collectively—against the power figures in our lives. Pluto’s purpose is to destroy anything that prevents the soul’s evolution or inhibits freedom.


Think of it this way. Capricorn wants to be absolute ruler, no questions asked. Pluto makes it his business to strip away the facade of false security to expose the behind-the-scenes lies and corruption of power. When Pluto and Capricorn team up, you’d better strap in and hang on.


Since Pluto moved into Capricorn in 2008, we’ve seen revolutions spring up all over the world as people fight for more personal freedoms. We’ve witnessed economic downturns caused by unchecked corporate greed. We’ve seen how putting money and power before human rights has led to a worldwide financial crisis. Even the planet itself is endangered by global warming, water and air pollution, and a rise in drug-resistant diseases.


On a personal level, wherever this Pluto-Capricorn battle is affecting your Sun sign and rising sign will reveal possible areas in which you may be struggling with authority and rigid rules of conduct that you’ve accepted as normal behavior. In short, Pluto exists to stir the pot, and the Pluto-Capricorn brawl knocks the pot off the stove then goes right ahead and starts a kitchen fire.


Houses


In part three of this book, the focus sharpens as the details of both your natal house and the house through which Pluto’s transiting are examined. Suppose Pluto’s moving through your First House of Self. Hello, identity crisis! If you were born with Pluto in the first house, you may have struggled with identity issues throughout your life. In the Seventh House of Partnership, you could face control and manipulation concerns within your close relationships. A trip through (or natal Pluto in) your Fourth House of Home and Family might find you rebelling against family tradition. Suddenly, you have the urge to ruin your mom’s expectations for you to marry that nice accountant by running away on a cross-country road trip with a guy from the local Harley club instead. Maybe you choose a quiet homebody your tatted-up relatives think is boring. You get the idea.


Each house contains several themes that are explained in the individual house sections, and you could experience Pluto upheavals in one or more of these areas. Your hardest work begins within the houses because these areas are Pluto’s specific targets as he yanks all of the skeletons out of your life’s closet. And as you read about these houses, ask yourself to name some of the absolutes you were taught to believe—either about yourself, your family, or the world—in relation to the areas ruled by that particular house. How do they affect you today? Do you still conform to the family propaganda? If so, in what way? Questioning ingrained patterns is one of the first steps on the path to your Pluto transformation.


Becoming Mindful


As you read the ways in which Pluto’s energy can affect your life, if a theme or issue strikes a nerve, pause for a moment to think about why you may feel a particular emotion. If a negative behavior that’s brought up in the text is also one of your habits, try to pinpoint where you learned it and why. Is it a protective measure? Is it a family trait that you automatically assumed? The same goes for stories about real-world people that are used as examples throughout this book. How do you identify with them? Can you think of the reason or the event in your own life that connects you to a certain story?


Being mindful is nothing more than the habit of thinking about what you’re doing. Do you reach for food when you’re not hungry? What are you really hungry for? Do you nod in agreement like a bobble-head doll even though you might not agree? Why are you reluctant to speak your mind?


This is a long, gradual process, and that’s the way it’s supposed to be. The first step is to slow down and think about what you do, so that you can begin to recognize the auto-responses and self-defense mechanisms that are preventing your emotional or spiritual growth.


Pluto is the force that exerts the steady, nagging pressure in your head that something in your life needs to change. When Pluto knocks on your door, he comes armed with a list of truths that you probably won’t want to face. You can go into fight-or-flight mode, but neither one works with this tough guy. If you run, he’ll catch up with you in the form of yet another painful experience sooner or later. Try to fight him by refusing to help yourself and you’ll simply remain stuck in neutral, spinning your wheels, going nowhere.


Or you can take a stand. You can tackle the challenges Pluto churns up. Yes, he’s the big bad boy of the universe, but Pluto’s only a real bully if you let him be. Be mindful of your choices, your actions, and most of all, the way you handle the punches he throws your way, and you’ll discover that you can transform any negative pattern into a force for your spiritual growth.
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PART ONE


Pluto Through the Generations


Pluto spends approximately twelve to thirty years in each sign. These long transits characterize the generations by influencing the cultural obsessions and lifelong fascinations of the people born during those years.


Remember the telescope lens and the wide-angle view of the sky? In this section, we’re looking at the big picture of Pluto situated right out on the edge of the universe. Your generational Pluto helps explain some of the core belief systems and cultural trends shared by everyone born during Pluto’s transit through a particular sign. It’s another layer in understanding the forces that shaped your character. Just as Pluto pushes you personally to grow and change, he pushes each generation to search out and eliminate the destructive issues handed down to them from their predecessors. Heard of the generation gap? Pluto is the force that drives each group to evolve beyond and do better than their parents.


Each Pluto generation has two main themes. The first is how the people born in the generation shove the undercurrents or issues to the surface (basically, all that stuff that their parents didn’t want to face). The second shows how the generation looks at and changes the world for the better (or the worse) as they grow up. It can also be useful (and fun too) to look toward the future for Pluto generations, speculating on what’s next as Pluto continues to stir the cosmic pot for generations to come.


Something to note before we jump in—a Pluto generation timeframe is usually longer that what is commonly referred to as a “generation.” For example, although the majority of Baby Boomers belong to the Pluto-in-Leo generation, not all were born during that transit. The Baby Boomer generation’s birth dates cover 1946 to 1964, and Pluto’s transit of Leo was from 1937 to 1956. That’s why it’s important to find your personal Pluto generation in the table below.


Pluto Table


Find your birth date below to determine to which Pluto generation you belong. If your birthday falls in one of Pluto’s retrograde periods (the shaded boxes), read both the sign it was in when you were born and the sign preceding it. For example, if you were born on March 10, 1939, when Pluto was retrograde in Cancer for a few months, read the Cancer and Leo sections because you will have traits of both the Leo and Cancer generations.



Pluto in Aries (1823–1852) and (2066–2095)



In America, this hardy generation of the past was born on wagon trains and in frontier settlements. Their parents were pioneers who pushed west one step ahead of civilization. Pluto’s strong will fueled Aries’s determination to succeed, and the generation born during this transit capitalized on that independent spirit by furthering the Industrial Revolution that began in Great Britain and expanding it well into the 1900s.


Around the world, independence was the battle cry as disruptive Pluto moved through fearless and volatile Aries. Belgium won its independence from the Netherlands. The Greeks gained their freedom from Turkish rule. Hungary declared its independence from the Austrian Empire.


Pluto-in-Aries of the future will no doubt establish the first colony on Mars, and then, true to their pioneering spirit, use the outpost as a base from which to explore the planets. Perhaps they’ll clone the first universal soldier army. These characters will no doubt spend half their lifetimes reversing the peace-promoting laws of the Pisces-Pluto generation that precedes them.
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Pluto in Taurus (1853–1883) and (2095–2127)



When Pluto, the planet of obsession and transformation, connected with Taurus, the sign of possessions and stability, the result produced a past generation that was preoccupied with making money and keeping it. They added assembly lines to speed product output, and crisscrossed the continent with railroad tracks to ship their goods in record time, ensuring they made as much cash as they could as fast as possible.


A significant social upheaval during this time was the American Civil War. Taurus is the sign of ownership; and although it is peace loving, Taurus equates possessions with security and dislikes change. Pluto tears down anything that prevents the soul’s evolution; so when he moved into this possessive space, he stirred up the social conscience of that part of the Pluto-in-Aries group that demanded freedom and independence for everyone.


Worldwide, Japan allowed trade with America, Russia sold natural resource-rich Alaska to the U.S., and the French captured rich Mexico City during Pluto’s tour of financially focused Taurus.


Pluto-in-Taurus of the future will pick up the pieces of the future Pluto-Aries obsession with war and destruction, and lay groundwork to rebuild financial and environmental systems. When we finally get going on those colonies on Mars, the future Pluto-in-Taurus generation will probably be the ones controlling the supply chains that keep the Martian colonies alive.



Pluto in Gemini (1884–1914) and (2127–2157)



Popularized by Ernest Hemingway as the “Lost Generation” in his book The Sun Also Rises, most of these men and women reached adulthood during World War I. Although many seemed to inherit Gemini’s cynical view of life and general aimlessness, this group was (and will be) both intellectual and progressive on the whole.


Pluto-in-Gemini kids grew up pioneering the phonograph, telephone, and electric light. They brought global communications to an unheard of level of sophistication through their inventions of television, radio, and the telephone. These multitasking dynamos capitalized on the energy of the Taurus-Pluto oil barons and added a spider web of roads across the United States to accommodate the mass production of automobiles.


Examples of this generation’s intellectual enlightenment include New Zealand becoming the first country to allow women to vote, and the establishment of the Nobel Prizes for Peace, Science, and Literature. Albert Einstein announced his Theory of Relativity and Sigmund Freud published his Interpretation of Dreams.


The Pluto-in-Gemini generation also created the movie magazines of the fifties—precursors to today’s gossip rags and social networks.


True to their love of all things new and techy, future Pluto-in-Gemini people will find even faster ways to communicate, perhaps through brain implants that allow instant access to everything.



Pluto in Cancer (1914–1939)



Called “the Greatest Generation” by journalist and author Tom Brokaw in his book of the same title, this generation was born when the world was on the brink of disaster. World War I and the Great Depression affected their birth and childhood, and they grew up obsessed with creating and maintaining the ideal home.


Ever heard of “the hostess with the mostess”? Hospitality was one of the hallmarks of the Pluto-in-Cancer generation, and so was protecting the family image. The Cancer generation perfected the cover-up—think of all those fifties TV shows where perfect families lived perfect lives in perfectly safe worlds. However, beneath the fantasy, the double standard raged.


On the other side of this coin, some Pluto-in-Cancer babies cleared the way for the Beat Generation of the fifties. The term “beat” meant that this group of rebels were tired or beat down, but “beat” also came to mean upbeat and even beatific, drawing parallels to this generation’s unquenchable thirst for life despite the early odds stacked against them.


Globally, paranoia played out during this time through an escalating arms race. Protection was this generation’s driving force, and they finally invented the A-bomb to guarantee it. However, this my-gun-is-bigger-than-yours mentality brought it to the brink of World War II and the further escalation of international espionage. During the fifties, the communism scare resulted in the McCarthy hearings and the Hollywood blacklist, both of which are classic examples of Cancer-Pluto paranoia taken to the extreme.


Ultimately, self-sacrifice to protect the home and family was this group’s goal. Even when it backfired, their intentions were always noble. Thanks to the Cancer-Plutos’ desire to care for others, welfare was created in the hope that people would always have access to the basic necessities of life.


Today, this generation is experiencing the effects of Pluto in Capricorn within some of their closest relationships. As they reflect on their lives to date, Pluto asks them to heal their personal wounds of the past and to strengthen their bonds with family, friends, and others they’re close to. They still have much to offer in the way of teaching the world about returning to past values of self-sacrifice for the common good.



Pluto in Leo (1937–1956)



Cancer moves behind the scenes, but Leo thrives in the spotlight. The Pluto-in-Leo generation is best known as the Baby Boomers or, as Thomas Wolfe labeled them in the 1970s, the “Me Generation.”


The sheer numbers of these kids ensured that marketing campaigns were targeted at what they wanted. And the Leo Sun sign is theatrical. This bunch grew up thinking that the world revolved around them, and the generation gap between the Leo-Plutos and their Cancer-Pluto predecessors is one of the largest in history.


Cancer-Plutos often sacrificed themselves for the sake of family. They invented the plastic smile and the “everything’s fine” plastic truth as they covered up for drunken relatives and holiday brawls. In contrast, Leo-Plutos threw the family skeletons on center stage for the world to see. As hippies, they believed in putting sex, drugs, and rock and roll on display, and they dared anyone, including their hand-wringing parents, to stop them.


It’s no astrological surprise that both Valium and the birth control pill hit the market in 1960 as Pluto-in-Leo disrupted the patriarchy and influenced women of all ages to rebel against the traditional roles of wife and mother. Women refused to be boxed in by a society that wanted to keep them as second-class citizens.


This group is also a study in contradictions. Many turned to drugs and uninhibited sex, away from traditional gender and societal roles. Many more marched on Washington, fighting for equality. They lobbied for peace, helping to end the Vietnam War, and refueled the women’s movement started by their great-grandmothers.


“Sixty is the new thirty” is their current battle cry. These wild children refuse to age, turning fitness, face-and-body-altering procedures, and live-forever diets into multibillion-dollar industries.


Pluto’s transit through Capricorn affects the Leo generation in the area of service to others and everyday work. As young adults, the Leos were activists for social change Today, this still-dynamic group continues to help stoke the fires of global equality—in their usual flamboyant way, of course.



Pluto in Virgo (1956–1971)



As flower children who pushed the hippie movement through the middle 1970s, some of the early-born Pluto-Virgo babies were often lumped together as dirty, lazy, drug-addled freeloaders who couldn’t be bothered to get off the couch and get a job—but they also turned Virgo idealism into a vision of communal life and love.


Later-born Pluto-Virgos were the first wave of Generation X, and unlike their Leo-Pluto parents, they actually thrived on stability. These kids perfected the advertising systems that sell the Baby Boomers every antiaging solution and diet scam on the market. They’re the cubicle dwellers who thrive on crunching numbers and developing precise systems of checks and balances. They represent the silent majority who, like a colony of ants, has the power to desiccate the carcass of big business and political corruption all over the world.


Surprises of any kind give Virgo-Plutos hives. They strive for balance between abject materialism and saving the Earth by driving hybrid vehicles and wearing secondhand clothes. We owe large-scale organic farming and recycling programs to this generation.


Amazing advancements in both traditional and preventive medicine are the result of this group’s devotion to health. They fight to repair the national healthcare system, and have brought alternative medicine into the mainstream via the corner vitamin shop and supermarket health-food section.


Collectively, this generation feels their input is invaluable to the world. They pretend to have all the answers because they’ve perfected the art of cherry-picking statistics and twisting information to support their point of view. These pollsters and survey takers were born with a con artist’s talent for double-dealing.


As Pluto-in-Capricorn transits their life area of creativity and drama, “get real” is the war cry they fire at the still far-left, far-right, or just far-out Leo-Pluto bunch. However, Pluto’s challenge to the Virgo-Pluto generation is to lighten up and remember that nobody’s perfect.



Pluto in Libra (1971–1983)



The majority of Gen-Xers are Pluto-Libras. They’re also called the “MTV Generation,” and although they grew up pushing the boundaries on everything from music to culture to politics to sexuality, they ultimately seek equality and balance in their world. They’re also relationship junkies who crave romance, inventing metrosexual culture, speed dating, and online matchmaking. They’re tolerant, too, and have pushed hard for human rights and social diversity.


Libra-Plutos believe in social justice and work hard against discrimination in any form. This is the peacekeeper group who would like to teach the world how to live in harmony. They seek fair relationships in every way, and many of them have chosen human rights as their life’s work.


Pluto in Capricorn is testing Libra-Pluto’s tolerance in the area of home and family. They’re being asked to apply the same fair-minded, nonprejudiced concern they have for the world to their family. And to also consider what home and family truly means to them.



Pluto in Scorpio (1982–1995)



Pluto rules Scorpio, and these two were made for each other. Ghosts, death, an IRS audit—nothing frightens the Pluto-in-Scorpio generation. The first of the Millennials, this wild bunch is full of conspiracy theorists, activists, and the ultimate tellers of tall tales—which they incessantly tweet, post, and text about.


In high school, they wrapped themselves in chains and head-to-toe black in true Goth style. Today, they love to frighten older generations with news of the latest rogue virus or widening hole in the ozone. Despite their tough persona, however, this group is very close to their parents. And although they thrive on their radical image, Pluto-in-Scorpios have their share of contradictions as well. For example, they’re very committed to saving the environment—as long as it doesn’t interfere with owning a rebuilt muscle car or a three-miles-to-the-gallon SUV.


Like their Gen-X older cousins, Scorpio-Plutos are stuck with the aftermath of the free-love era. Sex appeals to them, but the growing global awareness of the devastation of AIDS and other sexual-health topics during their youth took the fun out of it—almost. Excelling in the fields of medicine, scientific research, and government reform, this group will root out the causes of decay and discover cures that transform. They might take cloning to the next level of grow-your-own replacement body parts, discover a cure for cancer, or even figure out a way to make us live forever.


Whatever their future holds, Scorpio-Plutos were born into a world with huge problems that threaten to spiral out of control. As a whole, this generation is serious and committed to whatever they do. They’ve appeared on Earth at just the right moment to save the human race with their fearless courage.


Pluto in Capricorn is circulating through this generation’s communication area, challenging them to speak up and take a stand against any tradition that threatens either the individual or the planet. This generation can change the world for the better if they unite for the common good.



Pluto in Sagittarius (1995–2008)



Enter Generation Y, also Millennials, only lightened up to the point of being a little spacy. Born with a smartphone in one hand and a laptop in the other, these kids are too busy connecting with their new friends in the Amazon rainforest to listen to what you have to say. They believe in absolute social freedom for every soul on Earth. To them, organized religion is passé because they’re plugged into the universal spirit. At least that’s the excuse they give when they drop out of Sunday school to form their own alternative religion.
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