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  Desert Palms




  The Front Nine . . .




  1/ Golf’s Great Outdoors




  Whether digging divots or driving 300 yards, today’s golfer will tell you a round of golf chases his cares away. And who can dispute the claim? Anyone who spends four or five hours on a golf course receives therapeutic healing there. Stress lifts off and flies far away, as if Tiger Woods had clobbered it with his incredible strength, flawless swing, and perfect timing. Even a bad day of golf beats a good day at the office. “It was fun,” you’ll hear departing golfers tell each other. “Let’s do it again soon.”




  If you enjoy the great outdoors of green hills, tree-lined fairways, and idyllic ponds, you can identify with David, the shepherd boy who became Israel’s king. Although he held a shepherd’s staff rather than a golf club, he marveled at God’s creation. “O LORD, our Lord, / how excellent is your name n all the earth,” he mused (Psalm 8:9).




  I have often fantasized about playing golf in my native Scotland. The history, hills, heather, and heath golf’s birthplace would quicken my pulse and refresh my spirit. My fantasy may never materialize, but at least I can treasure my golf memories woven in North America. The courses on this side of the Atlantic may lack heather and heath, but they provide abundant scenic pleasures.




  Golf course designers deserve credit for their uncanny ability to carve beautiful fairways and greens out of hills and valleys, but God deserves our utmost gratitude for having created those hills and valleys. His creative genius lies behind the breathtaking beauty of New England courses, blanketed by fall colors, Midwestern courses blessed with ponds and meadows, mountain states courses framed by towering snowcaps, and southwestern courses ringed by cacti and bathed in sunshine. No wonder stress lifts and thoughts of God’s majesty settle into our souls when we play golf.




  Let the scenic surroundings of a golf course transport your thoughts up and away from our frenzied world of economic instability, terrorism, crime, and catastrophes. Let them take you a way for a while from spreadsheets, sales quotas, product deadlines, and personnel problems. Echo David’s song of praise: “O LORD, our Lord, / how excellent is your name in all the earth.”




  2/ Sunday Golf




  The unthinkable happened in Scotland in 1592. A royal proclamation restricted golf to six days a week, making Sunday golf as nonexistent in Scotland as a wasted penny. Apparently the king wanted Scots and their pennies to attend church regularly.




  Much to the relief of Scottish golfers, the ban was amended in 1618 to allow Sunday golf if players attended church first.




  I doubt that a ban on Sunday golf today would increase church attendance. Despite Christian golfers love of fairways, greens, long drives, and short putts, we love God more than golf. Our commitment to our great God exceeds our commitment to the great old game of golf. Come Sunday, we’ll be present for worship.




  By attending church regularly, we honor God, encourage fellow Christians, maintain our credibility with our neighbors, and strengthen our relationship with God. Another plus for regular church attendance—no tee time is necessary!




  3/ Bobby Jones and Calamity Jane




  To own a replica of the Calamity Jane putter is to own a significant piece of American golf history.




  Although the Calamity Jane putter had been on the market for a couple of decades, it did not become famous until Bobby Jones first used in 1920. Then, six years later, he replaced it with another putter, Calamity Jane II, which he used masterfully in ten major championships.




  The U.S. Post Office set up a temporary postal station at the 1976 U.S. Open in Atlanta to pay tribute to Bobby Jones and his Calamity Jane putter. The station was named the Calamity Jane, Georgia Station.




  Today, visitors to the USGA Museum may see Calamity Jane II, donated by Bobby Jones. Calamity Jane I has its home at Augusta National Golf Club.




  There is nothing fancy about Calamity Jane. Probably this simple blade putter would never have achieved fame except for one thing: Bobby Jones held it in his hands, applied his putting genius, and used it to win championships.




  God doesn’t need multitalented, highly educated, wealthy, and stunningly beautiful people to serve His purposes. Anyone with a humble heart and love for Him will do just fine. Remember, He used a scrubby desert bush to display His glory to Moses (Exodus 3:1-6). He used one stone and a shepherd boy’s slingshot to drop the defiant giant Goliath facedown onto the ground (1 Samuel 17:45-50). He used a widow’s nearly empty pantry to sustain Elijah (1 Kings 17:10-16). He stretched a young boy’s small lunch far enough to feed at least 5,000 hungry people so well that the disciples were able to gather twelve baskets of leftovers (John 6:1-13).




  Any believer, who offers himself to God as an empty vessel, receives God’s power and is able to serve His purposes. God delights to respond to our availability with His infinite ability.




  4/ Joe Louis and I




  A photo in my office shows Joe Louis, a sports commentator, and me. Joe and the sports commentator were playing golf. I was caddying for Joe. At the time, I was 14, and Joe Louis, the former Heavyweight Boxing Champion of the World, was everybody’s hero. I considered it a privilege to be his caddy, and to this day I treasure his autograph and the photo.




  Joe was good golfer. He hit long, low, straight drives, but had a tendency to “punch” the ball. He was also a gentleman.




  Struggles face the Christian who endeavors to live according to the Bible. Trials and temptations might knock us down for the 10 count if it were not for the Lord’s sustaining grace and our resolve to “fight the good fight of faith “(1 Timothy 6:12). I can assure you the “fight” doesn’t slacken as we grow older, but neither does the Lord’s promise to take care of us. He said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).




  5/ Nancy Lopez: Role Model




  If you called Nancy Lopez a role model, who would disagree? She is highly regarded by her peers, fans, golfers, and youngsters for her professional achievements, generosity, and kindness.




  Nancy, born January 6, in Torrance, California, took up golf at the age of eight under the watchful eye and guiding hand of her father Domingo. She won her first tournament at age 12 and continued to win tournaments throughout her career. In 1987, she was not only the first Latino woman inducted into the PGA World Golf Hall of Fame but also the youngest woman to be inducted into it. She entered with 35 tour victories to her credit. Golf Magazine named her Golfer of the Decade for the years 1977-1987. At the age of 40, Nancy won her last tournament. It was the same tournament in which she posted the best score ever for a female golfer.




  Young athletes are often disappointed by their heroes, some of whom say flat out they don’t want to be role models, but young athletes who look up to Nancy Lopez as a role model have made the right choice.




  Known for her humility, Nancy would surely admit she is not the perfect role model. We might search the world over for the perfect role model, but we would not find a worthy candidate. Jesus is the only one who lived a perfect life. He never entertained a sinful thought or committed a sinful deed. Even Pilate, who turned Him over to an angry mob for crucifixion, confessed he found no fault in Him (Luke 23:22). Hebrews 4:15 says He was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet He was without sin. The apostle Peter spent more than three years following Jesus in Judea and Galilee. He observed His deeds and heard His words. Recalling Jesus’ earthly life and ministry, Peter wrote: “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22). The apostle Paul referred to Jesus as having no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21).




  We cannot go wrong by trusting in Jesus as our Savior and choosing Him as our role model. Obviously, we cannot lead a sinless life, as He did, but we can become like Him in character and conduct.




  Read Philippians 2:1-13 and Hebrews12:1-3 today.




  6/ Golf at Fort Carson Army Post




  When asked where I play golf in Colorado Springs, I respond, “Cheyenne Shadows.” Actually, I play wherever I am invited to play, but Cheyenne Shadows seems to top the invitation list.




  Located on the Fort Carson Army Post, near the base of Cheyenne Mountain, Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course is accessible only to those who pass through security at Gate 5. Presenting my driver’s license, registration, and proof of insurance is a required procedure, as is the ritual of popping the hood of my car, opening the doors, and lifting trunk lid.




  After clearing security, I pay a modest green fee at the clubhouse, meet my buddy, and together we load our clubs onto a golf cart and fall into a line at the first tee, where we are often paired with young soldiers. Before long, we tee off, and the adventure begins.




  Although Cheyenne Shadows is a military course, we don’t hit our golf balls left, right, left, right, left, right—at least we try not to.




  One day, two young soldiers—one from Pennsylvania and the other from West Virginia—joined my buddy and me. They had recently returned from a tour of duty in Iraq and will return to Iraq in six months. Neither soldier complained about having to serve in Iraq, and neither soldier said he wished for an easier life.




  Just a gentle reminder—Christians are soldiers—soldiers of the cross—yet many of us want to serve God only as advisers. A far-too-prevalent attitude seems to be, “I’m not available for any ministry that involves personal hardship or takes too much of my time or runs the risk of being unappreciated and unrewarded.” Such soldiers are what C. T. Studd called, “chocolate soldiers.” They melt when the heat rises.




  One soldier’s golf game fell apart at the fifth hole, and he became so frustrated and discouraged he retreated to his golf cart and pouted. Only the tactful encouragement of his soldier buddy persuaded him to resume play at the eighth hole. I’m happy to report the despondent soldier played well once again.




  Another gentle reminder—soldiers of the cross can become frustrated and discouraged. Some may become so discouraged they drop out of Christian service. However, we can encourage them to “get back into the game.” A pat on the back works far better than a callous rebuke.




  “Let us encourage one another,” Hebrews 10:25 admonishes. Let’s spread encouragement around wherever we Christians interact with one another. As soldiers of the cross, we need to buddy up in our constant conflict with evil.




  7/ Par-don My English




  Sometimes the English language doesn’t make sense. The words, good and hot, may have nothing to do with temperature. Far out may have nothing to do with distance. Space cadet may not identify a person studying to be an astronaut. A blast often refers to a good time, not an explosion. And grass may mean something entirely different from what we see on our lawns.




  Often, the golf term par doesn’t make sense when we apply it to non-golfing situations. A teacher may write on a report card: “Johnny’s work has not been up to par recently.” Taken at face value, this report would mean Johnny’s work has been outstanding. After all if a golf score is not up to par, it is below par and, therefore, outstanding. A Father’s Day card may read: “Dad, when it comes to fathers, you are far above par.” Meant to flatter, the term far above par is hardly music to a golfer’s ears. And who hasn’t shrugged and sighed that a string of bad circumstances is par for the course. How can a string of bad circumstances be such a good thing as par for the course?




  God’s words, written in the Bible, are consistent with His character. He is truthful (Deuteronomy 32:4); His words are truthful. He is wise (Jude 25); His words impart wisdom (Psalm 119:98). He is faithful (Deuteronomy 7:9); His words are faithful (Psalm 119:86, 138; Titus 1:9). He is the author of peace (1 Corinthians 14:33); His Word is the agent of peace (Psalm 119:165). He is the Creator of life (Genesis 1:1); His Word generates spiritual life (1 Peter 1:22, 23). God says what He means and means what He says.




  Read Psalm 119:97-104, and expect God’s words to direct you in the right way. His words are par for the course any day and every day!




  8/ Slow Golf




  Likely, more Christian golfers have had their sanctification sorely tested by a slow foursome in front of them than by natural hazards—wide ponds, hidden creeks, and deep ravines. It just isn’t spiritually invigorating to address a ball and at the same time see a couple of golfers emerge from a wooded area less than 200 yards ahead and then see two more pop up out of a bunker. That’s enough grief to cause even a preacher to consider calling down fire from heaven on four heads.




  And why do the slowest, worst golfers on the planet spend the longest time on each green? You’ve seen them. They line up a putt from all angles, and then stand motionless over a putt for what seems like eternity. Maybe they have watched too many golf tournaments on TV and think they have to devote more time than the pros to their putting. After all, they reason, you drive for show but putt for dough.
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