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      An open letter to the craigslist community

      Dear Craigslist Users,

      I do not want pictures of your penises. Throughout the course of writing Wanted: Bear Cubs for My Children, I did not once ask you for pictures of your penises. Sure, I asked if you would dress up like a Christmas tree and have sex with me. I asked if you would give my twelve year old daughter a tattoo. I even asked if you would take my infant skydiving. But through it all, I made a very cognizant effort not to ask for pictures of your penises. And yet, there they were. Thousands of them. Digital penises overflowing my inbox. Circumcised penises. Mutated penises. Crushed penises. Penises with candles in them.

      You thought your penis trick was so clever, didn't you? You probably sat at your desk, laughing while you took pictures of your penis and sent them to me. You imagined me opening your email and spitting coffee all over my monitor, shocked at the sight of your deformed member. Then, you probably patted yourself on the back and thought, “Wow. That was a funny trick.” You prankster, you.

      Well, I suppose I'll accept your apology, if you'll accept mine. You see, in the end, I'm the real prankster. Over the past several years, I've posted hundreds of fake ads on craigslist, posing as hundreds of different people, and received tens of thousands of replies. I altered my grammar and misspelled my words to convince you that I was real. I had you begging for my reply. I had you in the palm of my hand. I studied you for months. I memorized your every nuance. I learned your lingo and your methodology. I transformed myself and became one of you.

      It's time for me to come clean with you, craigslist community. I'm not a Methodist minister. I'm not a crazy cat woman. I'm not a wealthy philanthropist, a dominatrix, a scientist, or a murderer. And I'm certainly not a meth addict. I'm just a writer with a sense of humor and an imagination. If I've let any of you down, take consolation in the fact that it was a treat compiling this book. You surprised me at every turn.

      See, I never thought you'd be up for some casual sex in a lion's cage. Call me crazy, but I think that's just downright reckless. I never thought you'd pay to see a donkey fight. I never thought you'd pose as a robber and break into my apartment. I never thought you'd want a book covered in human skin or a dinosaur skeleton. And I never thought you'd send me pictures of your penises. But you did. And you won my heart in the process.

      You're an amazing bunch, craigslist community. You'll do anything to have sex. You'll use balloons, animal costumes, leather and sandwich makings. You agreed, at different points, to date an insane elderly woman, a Klanswoman, and a psychotic shut-in. You promised to dress up like Roseanne Barr for my enjoyment. Wow.

      Also, you really, really wanted to pee on me.

      I need to give credit where credit is due. I never thought you'd want an armoire covered in blood and pentagram-carvings. But after reading through your five hundred replies, I realized something. You want anything, so long as it's free. Star Wars figurines covered in dog feces? You'll take them, no questions asked. An antique mirror with an ancient curse? No problem. A used dildo? You bet.

      In fact, I had a hard time coming up with something that you wouldn't take off my hands. After you offered to pick up a mummy, a urine-soaked chair, an evil doll and a Pauly Shore cutout, I gave up. You were truly insatiable. You wanted it all, and you wanted it for free. And your appetite for material goods didn't end there. You were willing to trade your wife's underwear for a video game console. You offered to scour the scene of a meth lab explosion for a few DVDs. And every job I posted — be it for human crash test dummies or actors for the fictitious film Werewolf Warriors — received scores of replies. The only ones that didn't were those flagged and removed before you had the chance to respond.

      Craigslist community, I have peered into the abyss of your collective consciousness and seen your naked core. I have connected with your innermost desires through blankets of anonymity and inspired action and emotion in you. I have carved a digital everyman out of email blocks and sutured postings. He has your face; it is a face pockmarked with the remnants of pre-digital man. It is the face of our burgeoning America.

      You represent the future of human interaction. Your social patterns are unprecedented and your lack of inhibition is startling. Behind your computer screen, you are fearless and anonymous. You are the new generation of consumers, thinkers, entertainers, and poets. Your behavior is irrational and absurd.

      You frighten me. But you inspire me, too, with your generosity, your wit, and your sheer, up-for-anything zeal for life. So thank you, craigslist community. Thank you for providing me with some of the strangest, most enjoyable years of my life.

      
        A Note on the Text
      

      What follows is a collection of posts made on craigslist by Gary Fingercastle and their real replies. The author, in many cases, has purposefully added misspellings and infelicities of grammar to properly blend in with the online community. Aside from personal information — which has been blacked out — all content is presented in full, as it was posted, and as it was received.

    

  
    
      1

      
      Animal Issues

      Purchasing bear cubs for children, selling tickets to a donkey fight, and offering a monkey butler up for adoption — these are a few things you'll encounter in the following chapter. I learned several valuable lessons while compiling these pages: ticket sales for donkey fights are sluggish and people are less likely to adopt pets mutated by mad scientists than those not mutated by mad scientists. Also, if a horse is loose in your apartment, call animal control instead of posting your predicament on craigslist.

      
Wanted: Bear Cubs - $100

      
        vancouver craigslist > items wanted
      

      email this posting to a friend
 please flag with care:
 miscategorized
 prohibited
 spam/overpost
 best of craigslist

      Reply to: sale-397208395@craigslist.org

      Date: 2007-08-14, 5:21PM PDT

      My wife and I, after years of nagging, have decided to give our children what they really want: a bear cub. We feel the bear will teach them many important lessons about life and will be a perfect guardian. We're willing to spend upwards of one hundred dollars on a bear and we have plenty of room in our three bedroom apartment since my cousin Wayne moved out.

      Please help us make this happen. My children will thank you!

      
        * it's NOT ok to contact this poster with services or other commercial interests

      

      PostingID: 397208395

      To: sale-397208395@craigslist.org

      Subject: WANTED: Bear Cubs - $100

      Date: Tue, 14 Aug 2007 21:12:08 -0700

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      you must be totally joking! well i hope you are anyways. the only lesson i am sure that your children will learn is that bears dont belong in apartments, wildlife and game conservation officers will probably arrest you as soon as you are seen with it. do you think that would be a good lesson to learn for them. please why are you encouraging people to go out and get you a bear for profit. do some research.

      To: sale-397208395@craigslist.org

      
        Subject:
      

      Date: Wed, 15 Aug 2007 00:36:07 +0000

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      i will sell you a bear cub for 99.99

      
We're havin us a donkey fight — Tickets on sale NOW! - $5

      
        kansas city craigslist > tickets
      

      email this posting to a friend
 please flag with care:
 miscategorized
 prohibited
 spam/overpost
 best of craigslist

      Reply to: sale-454863273@craigslist.org

      Date: 2007-10-20, 5:27PM CDT

      Next Saturday down at my buddy Jake's farm, we're havin us a donkey fight. Jake's raised these asses to be MEAN sons a bitches and theyre thirsty for BLOOD! Theres a brown one that we call Blackie whos so pissed he chewed through a god damned electrical fence. Then, theres the black one that we call Beansie, whos big as a horse and MEAN! Come watch these burros brawl it out in a balls-to-the-wall FREE FOR ALL!!!

      Tickets for the fight are five dollars and include access to the keg.

      
        * it's NOT ok to contact this poster with services or other commercial interests

      

      PostingID: 454863273

      To: sale-454863273@craigslist.org

      Subject: We're havin us a donkey fight — Tickets on sale NOW! - $5

      Date: Sat, 20 Oct 2007 19:42:15 -0500

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      Hey! Tell me where. I'm there! Sounds like fun.

      
Horse loose in apartment… help!

      
        houston craigslist > general
      

      email this posting to a friend
 please flag with care:
 miscategorized
 prohibited
 spam/overpost
 best of craigslist

      Reply to: comm-505527641@craigslist.org

      Date: 2007-12-11, 12:04AM CST

      Two months ago, I left my husband of twelve years and moved into a loft of my own. We shared a farm together prior to the separation. This evening, I came home from work to find my prized horse Peanut running circles around my living room. Since then, he's fallen through my coffee table, eaten my houseplants, pooped all over my carpet and bitten me (twice). I can't calm him down! Every time I get near him, he runs full speed around the living room, down the hallway, over my bed, and back around to the kitchen. My neighbors have threatened to call the cops!

      Is there anything I can do to stop him? So far I've tried feeding him carrots, petting him, singing to him and dancing for him. I even played some Doobie Brothers and lit scented candles — nothing! Should I buy a pistol? Should I open my door and let him run free? I love Peanut, but he's ruining my evening!

      My husband put him here for a reason. This reason is because I cheated on him. Should I sue my husband?

      What do I do?

      
        * it's NOT ok to contact this poster with services or other commercial interests

      

      PostingID: 505527641

      To: comm-505527641@craigslist.org

      Subject: Horse loose in apartment… help!

      Date: Tue, 11 Dec 2007 6:17:57 -EST

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      Either call a vet or call animal control. The animal has been fed something to act this way or was the animal this way before you left your husband?

      To: comm-505527641@craigslist.org

      Subject: Horse loose in apartment… help!

      Date: Tue, 11 Dec 2007 09:25:08 -0600

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      This must be a joke. But if it is real you really need to find a place for the horse, or dog or whatever it is.

      
Mutated cat needs a good home

      
        atlanta craigslist > pets
      

      email this posting to a friend
 please flag with care:
 miscategorized
 prohibited
 spam/overpost
 best of craigslist

      Reply to: comm-454820107@craigslist.org

      Date: 2007-10-20, 5:31PM EDT

      I've recently conducted a series of experiments on test animals from my basement laboratory and compiled startling data. Beginning with mice, I mutated genes and grafted ligaments in an attempt to produce super strength and endurance. I developed a gelatinous compound which, when ingested, resulted in unprecedented mutations in control amphibians and insects. Last Thursday, my Calico cat got into the lab, ate the gelatinous compound, and mutated.

      Since Thursday, she's grown to six times her normal size and developed an extreme sensitivity to electromagnetic waves. She's also grown an additional tail and an extra set of teeth. She's had an insatiable appetite and developed the musculature to run at super-speeds.

      She's free to a loving home.

      
        * it's NOT ok to contact this poster with services or other commercial interests

      

      PostingID: 454820107

      To: comm-454820107@craigslist.org

      Subject: Mutated cat needs a good home

      Date: Sat, 20 Oct 2007 18:20:53 -0400

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      Awesome, dude

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
      

      
Monkey Butler up for Adoption

      
        las vegas craigslist > pets
      

      email this posting to a friend
 please flag with care:
 miscategorized
 prohibited
 spam/overpost
 best of craigslist

      Reply to: comm-gcsqt-1240177006@craigslist.org

      Date: 2009-06-25, 9:02PM PDT

      I have a money butler in need of a good home. I've trained him to serve appetizers, answer the door, bring breakfast in bed, skateboard, cartwheel, whistle, and swim. He's also a very talented drummer.

      I no longer require his services.

      He comes with three tuxedos and a pair of white gloves.

      
        * it's NOT ok to contact this poster with services or other commercial interests

      

      PostingID: 1240177006

      To: comm-gcsqt-1240177006@craigslist.org

      
        Subject:
      

      Monkey

      Date: Friday, June 26, 8:19 PM

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      I would love to adopt the butler, but was wondering if he got along with other pets such as dogs?

      Thank you

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
      

      To: comm-gcsqt-1240177006@craigslist.org

      Subject: Monkey Butler up for Adoption

      Date: Friday, June 26, 4:48 PM

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      Im interested my husband wants a monkey, if you're serious i would love more info! Thanks and God bless!

      To: comm-gcsqt-1240177006@craigslist.org

      Subject: Monkey Butler up for Adoption

      Date: Friday, June 26, 4:49 AM

      
        From: [image: illustration]
      

      Shut the fuck up. please excuse me. are u kidding me. I have always dreamed this day would happen good things so come to good people.

      I will tke such good care of monkey butler!!!!!

      p.s. i love tuxedos! we can match!
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