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INTRODUCTION
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  Many books have been written about Charleston, a fact that should surprise no one. The Grande Dame of the South has been here for centuries and has many fascinating tales to tell.




  The tales are so fascinating that, I do declare, doing the research for this book was the best rabbit hole I’ve ever been down.




  There are books and articles that detail how Charleston endured the Revolutionary War and the Civil War, write-ups that dig into specific topics like architecture or piracy, and published pieces that offer insights into the people, places, and politics.




  One doesn’t have to search long to find a wealth of information about Charleston: short histories, in-depth studies, surveys, compilations, the lighter side, the darker side, and a treatise on just about every aspect of the city.




  This book delves into one specific aspect: Charleston’s pleasurable pastimes through the years. And there are many. There’s a reason Charleston keeps receiving accolades like being voted year after year as Best City to Visit, Friendliest City, Most Enjoyable Place to Visit, and so on.




  The simple truth is that Charleston loves to entertain and to be entertained. She seeks out the beauty and joy and pleasure in her charming surroundings, and she invites others to enjoy them as well.




  In her book, Prints and Impressions of Charleston, celebrated artist Elizabeth O’Neill Verner wrote that, “It is so difficult for a Charlestonian to write about Charleston without becoming either sentimental or austere.”




  How right she was. At one point in my research, I realized that I could either wax eloquent on every instance of entertainment—and, because the city never stops seeking enjoyment, possibly never finish the book—or accept that it might not be possible to capture and catalogue every instance of amusement throughout the years. I went with the latter, and I hope you, gentle reader, will forgive any omissions.




  This book was a great pleasure for me to research and to write. It is my fervent wish that you will find great pleasure in these pages.


 

  



  Shelia Watson




  West of the Ashley




  Charleston, South Carolina


  


  











   [image: chpt_fig_001]


  
SECTION 1: ROYAL TREATMENT





  Colonial and Pre-Revolutionary Period, 1670–1773




  Genteel Entertainments to All




  —JOHN LAWSON, ENGLISH SURVEYOR, FROM A DESCRIPTION OF CHARLES TOWN IN ONE OF HIS REPORTS WHEN THE COLONY WAS ONLY THIRTY YEARS OLD
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Timeline Highlights: 1670–1773







	Elsewhere

	

	Charleston






	
1672: Charles II of England issues Royal Declaration of Indulgence, promising religious freedom.


1673: Louis and Marquette explore the Mississippi River.


1675: Construction of Royal Greenwich Observatory.




	
1670




	
1670: First settlers arrive.


1672: Charles Town is reported to have thirty houses and two hundred to three hundred residents.


1676: Magnolia Plantation founded.









	
1680: First ballets in Germany (from France).


1681: Female ancers appear for first time at Paris opera.


1682: Louis XIV moves his court to the Palace of Versailles.




	
1680




	
1680: St. Philip’s Church founded.


1681: Mepkin Plantation and Boone Hall Plantation founded.


1685: Henry Woodward receives rice, which becomes a cash crop for the area.









	
1692: Salem witch trials.


1698: English engineer Thomas Savery patents first steam engine.




	
1690




	
1690: Town officially moves from Albemarle Point to present location on peninsula (population twelve hundred, fifth largest city in colonies).









	
1700: Most countries adopt Gregorian calendar.


1704: First regular newspaper, Boston News-Letter, starts publishing, prints first advertisement.


1705: His Majesty’s Theatre opens in London.


1705: Handel’s first opera, Almira.


1707: Acts of Union between England and Scotland create Great Britain.




	
1700




	
1700: Town establishes tax-supported public library, first in America.


1705: Shepheard’s Tavern built at corner of Broad and Church Streets.

















	
Elsewhere


	

	Charleston






	
1710: Law of Copyright established in Great Britain.


1711: Queen Anne establishes Ascot races.


1711: Alexander Pope’s ssay on Criticism published anonymously.


1712: Slave revolt on Broadway in New York.


1712: Jonathan Swift writes “A Proposal for Correcting the English Language.”


1713: Vivaldi’s first opera, Ottone in villa opens in Venice.


1713: Scriblerus Club founded in London by Swift, Pope, Congreve, et al.


1715: Vaudevilles, popular music comedies, appear in Paris.


1715: First Waterman’s race held on Thames.


1717: The Loves of Mars and Venus, first ballet performed in England.




	
1710




	
1712: Carolina divided into North and South, each with its own governor.


1715–1717: Yamassee War (south of Charleston) between Native Americans and British colonists.


1717: Town begins removing fortifications to allow for expansion.


1718: Blackbeard blockades Charleston.


1718: Stede Bonnet hanged.









	
1720: First yacht club established at Cork Harbor, Ireland.


1723: Benjamin Franklin arrives in Philadelphia at age seventeen.


1724: J. S. Bach premieres St. John Passion.


1724: Longman’s, oldest publishing house in England still in existence, founded.




	
1720




	
1720s: Rice industry develops, becomes area’s major export, brings wealth to area planters.


1720: Charleston becomes a crown colony (until 1773).


1728: Regular passenger travel and shipping begins between Charles Town and New York.


1729: St. Andrew’s Society founded.

















	
Elsewhere


	

	Charleston






	
1726: Jonathan Swift publishes Gulliver’s Travels.


1729: J. S. Bach premieres St. Matthew Passion.




	

	






	
1731: Franklin founds a subscription library in Philadelphia.


1732: Royal Opera House opens in London.


1732: Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanack begins publication.


1732: Ninepins played for first time in New York.


1737: First public admittance to the Salon de Paris art exhibition at the Louvre.


1737: Licensing Act restricts number of plays in London.




	
1730




	
1732: First concert in the colonies by John Salter, organist at St. Philip’s.


1734: First horse race in America; South Carolina Jockey Club founded.


1735: First opera in colonies performed.


1736: Dock Street Theatre opens.


1737: South Carolina Society founded.









	
1741: Handel composes The Messiah oratorio.


1741: Franklin founds The General Magazine.


1742: Handel’s Messiah first performed in Dublin.


1745: The quadrille becomes popular dance in France.


1746: Battle of Culloden, Scotland.


1748: Court of King’s Bench in England rules that “cricket is a legal sport.”




	
1740




	
1740: Great Fire of 1740.


1740: Construction of East Bay warehouse district (today’s Rainbow Row).


1745: Lots laid out for Ansonborough neighborhood, first suburb.


1748: Charleston Library Society organized.

















	
Elsewhere


	

	Charleston






	
1750: First playhouse opens in New York.


1751: “War of the Operas” divides Paris into pro-Italian and pro-French music lovers.


1751: First public cricket match, reported in New York Gazette.


1750: English Jockey Club founded in London.


1752: Franklin tests lightning conductor.


1752: Liberty Bell arrives in Philadelphia.


1753: English Jockey Club establishes permanent racetrack at Newmarket.


1754: St. Andrew’s Royal and Ancient Golf Club founded in Scotland.


1755: Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of the English Language published in London.


1759: Voltaire’s Candide is published in five countries to scandalous acclaim.




	
1750




	
1751: City divided into two parishes: St. Michael’s south of Broad and St. Philip’s north of Broad.


1752: Great Hurricane of 1752.









	
1760: Royal Society of Arts opens in London.


1762: Petit Trianon built by Louis XV.


1764: The Literary Club founded in London.


1764: Literary salons founded in Paris.




	
1760




	
1766: St. Cecilia Society formed.


1767: Old Exchange Building built on ruins of Half Moon Battery.

















	
Elsewhere


	

	Charleston






	
1764: At age eight, Mozart writes his first symphony.


1765: Great Britain passes Quartering Act, requiring American colonies to house British troops, and the Stamp Act, to pay for housing the troops.


1766: Parliament repeals the Stamp Act.


1767: Mozart, age eleven, writes first opera.


1768: Philip Astley stages first modern circus in London.




	

	






	
1770: “Boston Massacre,” brawl between civilians and British troops.


1770: Parliament repeals duties on paper, glass, and dyes, but retains duty on tea.


1770: First public restaurant opens in Paris.


1773: Boston Tea Party, protesting duty on tea.


1773: The waltz becomes popular in Vienna.


1773: Philadelphia Museum founded.




	
1770–1773




	
1773: Charleston Library Society founds Charleston Museum, first public museum in the country.


1773: Charleston has her own tea party (thirteen days before Boston); the tea is not dumped but rather secretly stored in the Exchange Building.


1773: First Chamber of Commerce meeting.



















  
FIRST STEP TO A LIFE OF LEISURE: BECOMING THE IDLE RICH







   The Town has very regular and fair Streets, in which are good Buildings of Brick and Wood. . . . This Colony was at first planted by a genteel Sort of People that were well acquainted with Trade, and had either Money or Parts to make good Use of the Advantages that offer’d, as most of them have done by raising themselves to great Estates . . . and . . . considerable Fortunes. . . . They have a considerable Trade both to Europe and the West Indies, whereby they become rich and are supply’d with all Things necessary for Trade and genteel Living.




  —JOHN LAWSON, EXPLORER, PLANT COLLECTOR, SURVEYOR, AND AUTHOR OF A NEW VOYAGE TO CAROLINA.







  Yearning for leisure activities and having the means for leisure are two different things.




  Fortunately for those in the area, the climate of Charles Town was perfect for rice and indigo. These two crops brought wealth and success to the landowners, which in turn enabled them to build churches, theaters, an exchange, a college, and other establishments that would encourage newcomers and sustain population growth.




  “Carolina Gold” Rice




  If rice was responsible for the area’s rise to prominence in the colonial era, then Henry Woodward gets credit for bringing the crop to the colony.




  Woodward is generally considered the “first South Carolinian.” In 1666, four years before Charles Town was founded, he joined Robert Sandford’s expedition to




 
[image: chpt_fig_003]





 Bennett Rice Mill and West Point Rice Mill Library of Congress




  explore the region for the lords proprietors. They landed at Port Royal, and when Sandford left, Woodward stayed behind with the American Indian tribes on St. Helena Island (near present-day Beaufort).




  Not much is known about Woodward’s early years. He was apparently well educated and was able to learn the American Indian languages and customs, which were invaluable to the colony’s first years.




  In 1685 Woodward met John Thurbur, the captain of a New England sailing vessel that came to Charles Town for refitting. As thanks for Woodward’s generosity during his stay, Captain Thurbur gave him a bag of Madagascar rice seed, which Woodward distributed to various landowners. After some experimentation, it grew successfully and became the “Carolina Gold” rice that brought vast wealth to the planters.




  Most scholars agree that the first rice crops were produced “dry” (i.e., without irrigation and on relatively high ground), which yielded little. By the 1720s cultivation was moved from high ground to the freshwater swamps, and a systematic water-controlled process was introduced. A complete rice industry had begun.




  Production improved again in the 1750s, when the crop was moved to drained swamps on or near the area’s tidal rivers. Tidal cultivation allowed the daily tides to bring water on and off the fields, which irrigated the crop while reducing labor needs. In time, rice planters found the perfect locations where the tides were strong enough to raise and lower water without being too salty or brackish. These tidal rivers included the Waccamaw, Santee, Cooper, Ashley, Combahee, and Savannah.





  Henry Woodward’s Excellent Adventure




  The story of Henry Woodward’s life reads alternately like an adventure tale and a romance novel.




  Born in England in 1646, he arrived in Barbados in 1665—at age nineteen already well educated and apparently with enough medical training to call himself “doctor.”




  He signed on as ship’s surgeon with Robert Sandford’s 1665 expedition to explore the lower Carolina coast, in the area that would become South Carolina. The expedition’s first stop was at a small English colony on the Cape Fear River. They stayed long enough for Woodward to fall in love and marry Elizabeth Yeardley, and their union resulted in a son named Francis.




  However, the expedition moved on in June 1666, and Woodward left Elizabeth behind. They explored the coast between what is now Charleston and Beaufort, before meeting with the Escamacu on St. Helena Island. The tribe was friendly, so an exchange was proposed: An Englishman would stay and learn the language and customs, and a member of the tribe would join Sandford’s expedition. Woodward volunteered.




  Sandford later wrote that Woodward was “treated with the greatest love and courtesy.” One of the first things the Escamacu gave Woodward was the sister of the American Indian who had joined the Sandford expedition. This woman—wife number two, apparently—was given instructions to “tend him and dresse his victualls and be careful of him so her Brother might be the better used amongst us.”




  Woodward was supposed to stay with the Escamacu until Sandford returned; however, six months later he ended up with the Spaniards in St. Augustine—either captured or spying (the tale varies). About this time, the privateer-turned-pirate, Captain Robert Searle, attacked St. Augustine, and Woodward left with him.




  After sailing for a few years with Searle and other privateers in the Caribbean, he decided to return to London. He boarded a ship in August 1669—only to be shipwrecked in a hurricane and washed ashore on the island of Nevis.




  Soon an English ship stopped at the island to retrieve fresh water. It was the Carolina, one of the “first fleet” bringing the original colonists to South Carolina. Woodward came aboard and ended up back on Carolina soil.




  His knowledge of Indigenous languages and cultures was instrumental in getting Charles Town established. He also helped start the lucrative American Indian trade for skins and furs.




  In 1671, Woodward traveled to North Carolina and Virginia on foot and reunited with Elizabeth. Unfortunately, she thought he was dead and had remarried. He returned to Charles Town and, in payment for his “industry and hazard,” he was made a lords proprietor’s deputy and given two thousand acres of land.




  At this point, he met wife number three: Margaret Midwinter, an indentured servant to colonist Original Jackson. Woodward had to purchase Margaret’s freedom before marrying her. He canceled debts Jackson owed him for professional services, and with the “further consideration of a peppercorn,” the two were married. It didn’t last, and again, the story varies. While Woodward was building their home on Johns Island, Margaret sailed to England, at which point the boat either capsized or was captured by pirates and sunk. So ends the third marriage.




  A few years later, around 1679, Woodward married again. Wife number four was Mary Godfrey Browne, the widow of Robert Browne and daughter of Colonel John Godfrey, one of the colony’s most important men. This union produced two sons and one daughter.




  In 1685, he met John Thurbur, captain of a New England sailing vessel that had come to Charles Town for refitting. Thurbur gave Woodward a bag of rice seeds from Madagascar in exchange for the help Woodward gave him. This was the start of Charleston’s rice industry.




  Woodward died in 1687. Like the tales of his marriages, there are different stories about the exact circumstances of his death. But in all accounts, the story ends with his American Indian friends bringing his body back to Charles Town with a great deal of ceremony. It is not known for certain where he is buried. The assumption is that it was on his lands on Johns Island.




  For a life that spanned only forty years, Woodward accomplished an incredible amount and left a legacy of famous South Carolinians as his descendants: three governors, a dozen congressmen, some of the state’s most famous generals, and several clergymen, including a bishop or two.





  Indigo: The Cash Crop




  Indigo, a plant that produces blue dye, was grown as a trial in South Carolina during the 1670s. Unfortunately, the dyes produced in the West Indies were a better quality, and the colony could not compete.




  In the 1730s, Eliza Lucas Pinckney and Andrew Deveaux experimented with cultivation and were instrumental in reintroducing the plant in the 1740s, with new cultivation techniques that produced a product equal or superior to any grown in other parts of the world.




  Within a few years, the indigo industry had grown commercially and became a valuable export, second only to rice. Carolina indigo was England’s primary source of blue dye in the late-colonial era.




  The crop’s success was due in part to successful promotion from Eliza’s husband, Charles, who printed articles in the South Carolina Gazette promoting indigo. Equally successful were lobbying efforts on the part of London colonial agent James Crokatt, who in 1749 persuaded Parliament to subsidize Carolina indigo production by placing a bounty of six pence per pound on the dye.




  Their efforts appear to have worked. In 1747, 138,300 pounds of dye (worth £16,803 sterling) were exported to England. Over the years, the amount and value of indigo exports increased, peaking in 1775 with a total of 1,122,200 pounds (valued at £242,395 sterling). England received almost the entire crop of Carolina indigo exports, though a small amount was shipped to the northern colonies.




  In addition to these economic plans, the success of indigo production was due to another important factor: It worked well within the existing agricultural economy. Indigo could be grown on land that was not suitable for rice, which meant landowners and planters did not have to reconfigure their land and labor to include indigo in their crops.




  NEVER TOO YOUNG TO CHANGE THE FORTUNES OF A NEW NATION




  Elizabeth (Eliza) Lucas Pinckney is a prime example of how determination can be a girl’s best friend.




  She was born in 1722 to British army lieutenant colonel George Lucas and his wife Ann on the island of Antigua, British West Indies. Three more children would complete the family over the next few years.




  At the time, girls rarely received an education beyond reading, writing, arithmetic, and social graces, but in Eliza’s case those were only the beginning. Lucas sent his daughter and her inquisitive mind to a boarding school in England, where she received a formal education, including French, music, and the subject that sparked her passion: botany.




  In 1738, when Eliza was sixteen, Lucas moved his family to the Carolina colony over concerns around growing political tensions between England and Spain on Antigua. Additionally, Eliza’s mother was ill, and her father thought the Carolina climate would be good for her health.




  The family arrived in Charles Town, where Lucas had inherited three plantations: Wappoo Plantation, a three-hundred-acre tract on the north bank of Wappoo Creek, just across the Ashley River from Charles Town; Garden Hill, a fifteen-hundred-acre timber plantation in the Ace Basin, south of Charles Town; and Waccamaw, a three-thousand-acre rice plantation in the Santee River basin, north of Charles Town.




  The family settled at Wappoo Plantation, and Eliza’s education became more practical and hands-on, an experience in learning the rhythm of the tidal creeks, wildlife, and land of the Lowcountry.




  Eliza became familiar with the social life of her new home as well. Her neighbors, Charles Pinckney and his wife Elizabeth, introduced her to Charles Town society, and the two families became friends.




  The Pinckneys were a good family to know. Charles Pinckney, South Carolina’s first native-born attorney, had studied law in England and was politically active in the colony. He served as advocate general of the Court of Vice Admiralty, justice of the peace for Berkeley County, and attorney general. He was elected to the Commons House of Assembly and was a member of the Royal Provincial Council.




  A year after the move, Eliza’s life changed dramatically when her father was recalled to Antigua and shortly afterward her mother died.




  These events left Eliza as sole manager of Wappoo Plantation and the supervisor of the overseers at the other two Lucas properties. As she took up the tasks, her father recommended that she seek the help and advice of their friend Charles Pinckney.




  Pinckney visited often and provided moral support to the young girl, and Eliza developed a close friendship with Charles’s wife.




  But money was still short, and the Lucas properties were in disarray. Eliza mortgaged the plantations against future earnings and sought ways to improve the family fortunes, which left little time for a social life. Though Lucas tried to find a suitable husband for his daughter, in part to provide financial relief for her, Eliza rejected the idea of an arranged marriage and focused all her energy on growing crops and saving her lands.




  Rejecting suitors, especially those hand-picked by her father, was an unusual action for those times. Most young girls would have accepted a marriage that was arranged like a business deal to gain wealth or property. But Eliza was not like most girls. She had other concerns—and she confided them to family friend Charles Pinckney.




  After she wrote to him about the struggles with the properties, Eliza’s father sent her indigo seeds from Antigua, hoping she could find a way to meet the growing demand for indigo dye in England’s textile industry.




  Her first attempts were not encouraging, but within three years, she had proven that indigo could be grown and processed successfully in the Carolinas.




  Meanwhile, Eliza’s friendship with Charles Pinckney continued to flourish. When his wife Elizabeth’s health began to fail, she recommended that Charles consider marrying Eliza. After Elizabeth’s death, Charles and Eliza married a few months later, with blessings from extended family.
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