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Introduction





  In 1990, The Florida Legislature established a Study Commission on African American History in Florida. Two years later that Commission published a booklet called Florida Black Heritage Trail, which was later updated in 1995 and again in 2007. The Trail consists of several hundred sites of significance to African Americans. When Dr. Maxine Jones of Florida State University and I co-authored African Americans in Florida (1993), we included the 141 sites of the first edition of the Trail.




  This book includes those 141 sites plus the places added in the second edition plus several dozen other sites that I have discovered as I traveled around the state, interviewed scholars, studied archives and public records, and read dozens of history books about Florida. All sixty-seven Florida counties are included in the survey, some with far more examples than others. This is not meant to be a complete record of all those places that are of importance in the African American history of Florida. Rather, it is a start, a document that can and must be added to as we learn more about that history.




  Because many people, including myself, like to be able to see/touch/experience places associated with history, whether it be a house or school or church or some such tangible structure, this book is meant to provide that for the African American sites of this state. Florida has a poor track record in preserving historic sites, either because new arrivals to the state are not interested in their new home’s history, or because its younger residents see no benefit in preserving “old buildings.”




  This record is not complete nor can it ever be complete. The author therefore welcomes additions, emendations, and suggestions as to further sites that should be mentioned in subsequent editions of the book.




  Finally, a personal note on why I, a white Yankee, undertook this study. I’ve lived in Florida for forty years and it’s now “my state.” When each of my four children would come from school, whether fourth grade or eighth grade or the university, I would invariably ask them what they had learned about the history of African Americans in this state. They would tell me about Martin Luther King Jr. or Jesse Jackson or the Amistad slave ship or a slave cemetery unearthed in New York City. “Yes,” I said, “but what about Florida African Americans?” “Not much” or “very little” they would admit. This book, then, is an attempt to remedy that situation in whatever way it can.




  Among the people I wish to thank are the following: Ellen J. Babb, Steve Benn, James Bradley, Canter Brown Jr., Eliza Brown, Sharon Coon, Areca Cotton, Johnny Eubanks, Roz Foster, Daisy M. Fulton, Tom Hambright, Leland Hawes, Eugene Hunter, Cliff Jackson, Cheryl Jennings, Maude Johnson, Murray Laurie, Len Lempel, Lonnie Matthews, Pete McCabe, Joel McEachin, David Nolan, Ernestine Ray, Sandra Rooks, Jim Stephens, and James Washington. I particularly want to thank the members of the Florida Commissioner of Education’s African American History Task Force, especially its chair, Dr. Bernadette Kelley. I dedicate this book to Dr. Kelley and the other members of the task force.







  



  1.




  Alachua County




  Alachua County, a name that meant “jug” in the Seminole-Creek language and referred to a chasm in the earth, was established in 1824, three years after the United States acquired Florida from Spain. The area had been the scene of Native American settlements for hundreds, maybe thousands, of years. During the colonial period, the Spanish had missions and large cattle ranches in the area, and William Bartram visited during the British occupation of Florida in the late 1700s.




  The county had a population of 217,955 in the 2000 census, 42,065 (19.3%) of whom were African Americans.


  




  Archer


  




  Among the county personages recognized in The Great Floridians 2000 program, which recognized distinguished individuals, was Mahulda Gussie Brown Carrier (1894–1948), who was born in Archer. After teaching school in Levy County, she moved to nearby Rosewood in 1915, where she taught until 1923, the year of the Rosewood Massacre. During that tragedy, she helped women and children escape by train. The evacuation train stopped in Archer where her sister, Theresa Brown Robinson, sheltered her. After the massacre, Mahulda Carrier returned to college to complete her degree and became the first African American female principal in Florida. Her Great Floridian plaque is located at the former Seaboard Airline Railroad Depot (now the ARCHER HISTORICAL SOCIETY), Magnolia Avenue and Main Street, Archer.




  Bland


  




  About seven miles north of Alachua on S.R. 241 is the town of Bland, where descendants of pioneer African American families still live and work. One of those early families was that of Lillie and Augustus “Gus” Day, both of whom are buried with other African Americans in DAMASCUS CEMETERY on S.R. 236. The church where they worshipped, Damascus Church—which was built around 1900, but no longer exists—merged with NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH in 1966. A monument there commemorates the original Damascus Church.




  Cross Creek


  




  Many African Americans such as Idella Parker and the Mickens family lived in small tenant houses such as the one standing in the orange grove at the MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS HISTORIC STATE PARK (MKRHSP) in Cross Creek. Rawlings, the author of The Yearling, came to Cross Creek in 1928 and wrote with wit and affection of those who helped tend her house and grove and garden while she wrote. The MKRHSP interprets the literary legacy of Rawlings and the lives of those who were part of her world in Cross Creek. The Tenant House was moved to the site in 2000, replacing the original one that had been demolished. The simply furnished wood structure gives visitors to the park a reminder of the importance of workers and laborers in Cross Creek and other parts of rural Florida. For information about tours and for directions, visit www.marjoriekinnanrawlings.org or call (352) 466-3672.




  Several miles away from the Rawlings House is the COLEMAN CHURCH CEMETERY, a black cemetery that has about a dozen gravestones, none more recent than the 1970s. It is just one of hundreds of poorly documented cemeteries that need to be surveyed and described in detail before weather and time will obliterate the gravestones.




  Directions to cemetery: At Grove Park, a wildlife management area .8 miles west of Highway 325 on Highway 346, drive about 1.5 miles north on a dirt road until you reach two white posts, near which is a sign to the cemetery.




  [image: The Coleman Church Cemetery is a black cemetery with about a dozen gravestones.]




  

    The Coleman Church Cemetery is a black cemetery with about a dozen gravestones.


  




  Another black cemetery in the vicinity is HAYNES MEMORIAL CEMETERY, which is east of Highway 325 on Memorial Lane, just north of Cross Creek. It has several dozen gravesites, some of which are covered by underbrush, but local residents have begun taking good care of the cemetery.




  Gainesville


  




  After the United States acquired Florida from the Spanish in 1821, many white settlers moved into the area and began farming the land, despite resistance from the Seminoles, who had been there for decades before. In 1824, the Florida Legislature established Alachua County, which extended from the Georgia border to Charlotte Harbor in the southwest. The formation of more counties from this large area eventually reduced the county to an inland district with Gainesville its county seat. The town was named after General Edmund P. Gaines, a commander in the Seminole Indian Wars.




  The 1860 census indicated that 46 blacks (21% of the total population) and 223 whites lived in Gainesville. By 1870, the 765 blacks outnumbered the 679 whites in the city limits, partly because many of the black soldiers stationed there during the Civil War, such as the all-black 3rd Regiment, remained after the war, to be joined by newly freed slaves looking for good opportunities to make a living. They migrated to two areas in the city: Pleasant Street and Seminary Street.




  Pleasant Street, the area bordered today by NW 1st Street, NW 8th Avenue, NW 6th Street, and NW 1st Avenue, became the religious, educational, and social center of the black community. The PLEASANT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT had some 255 historic buildings, including churches, schools, and homes. The skilled blacksmiths, carpenters, tailors, and teamsters found much work in the area and settled down with their families.


  

  MT. PLEASANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, which used to be called Mt. Pleasant AME Church, became the religious center for many blacks. With its first building dedicated in 1867, the church at 630 NW 2nd Street is the oldest black congregation in Gainesville. Three years after a fire destroyed the structure in 1903, the congregation built the present red-brick Romanesque-Revival style building.




  Another important early black church was the FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH at 426 NW 2nd Street. The first church, built in 1888, was destroyed by fire in 1911. The congregation then built the present Romanesque Gothic Revival structure with its rusticated concrete block and beautiful stained-glass windows.




  One of Gainesville’s earliest and most important educational institutions, and one of the first state-funded grade schools for blacks in the nation, was the UNION ACADEMY, which the Freedman’s Bureau established around 1867 on the southwest corner of NW 1st Street and NW 6th Avenue. This was the city’s first public school for blacks, offering grades one through ten, with at least 179 students enrolled. The first teachers were white missionaries from New England, but by the next decade, black teachers were teaching all the grades. By 1898 the school had five hundred students and was responsible for training many local teachers. The last principal was A. Quinn Jones, who served from 1921 until the Union Academy closed in 1925, at which time Professor Jones moved with his students to a new red-brick school in the 1000 block of NW 7th Avenue, called Lincoln High School. This building, renamed the A. QUINN JONES CENTER, is now a school for students with special needs. It was located two blocks north of Seminary Street (NW 5th Avenue today) where many of the black businesses and social clubs were concentrated. Among the stores were Cato’s Sundry Store for snacks at 737 NW 5th Avenue, Walter’s Blue Room for dancing at 912 NW 5th Avenue, Plummer’s Barber Shop at 743 NW 5th Avenue, and the Lyric Theater for movies at 820 NW 5th Avenue.




  
[image: Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church is the oldest black congregation in Gainesville.]





  

    Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church is the oldest black congregation in Gainesville.


  




  A recreation center, named for civic activist Rosa Williams, stands on the former site of the Union Academy in the Pleasant Street Historic district. A colorful mural of the old wood-frame school can be seen on a wall inside this building.




  During the 1930s, 1940s and early 1950s, Lincoln High School held its proms and football victory dances on the second floor of Wabash Hall, located at 918 NW 5th Avenue. On the ground floor, sisters Fannie Glover and Elzora Gill and their husbands operated the Glover and Gill Grocery. The 1932 sign can still be seen on the façade of the two-story brick building, a landmark in Gainesville’s Fifth Avenue neighborhood.




  THE OLD COTTON CLUB is located in Gainesville’s Springhill neighborhood at 837 SE 7th Avenue. The large wood-frame building was first constructed in 1940–41 at Camp Blanding in Starke, Florida. At the end of World War II, the Perryman family purchased the surplus post exchange and moved it to Gainesville, converting it into a movie theater for African American patrons. A few years later it became The Cotton Club, where performers such as BB King and James Brown were featured during the days when black musicians toured a circuit of live venues. In the 1950s, it was renamed The Blue Note Club, where patrons danced to jukebox music.


  The JOSIAH WALLS HISTORICAL MARKER on W. University Avenue between West 1st and 2nd Streets honors the first black U.S. Congressman from Florida. Josiah Walls (1842–1905) was born in Virginia and later served as a soldier in the Civil War on the Union side. After the war he moved to Jacksonville, then to Archer, Florida, where he worked as a lumberman and taught school. Local voters recognized his skill as a public speaker and elected him to Florida’s House of Representatives in 1868 and then the state Senate. In 1870, he was elected to the U.S. Congress, where he served until 1876. For several years he was Florida’s only Congressman in the House of Representatives and would be the last black representing the state until 1992.




  In 1873, he bought a newspaper in Gainesville, The New Era, the first Florida newspaper owned by a black, and in that paper he promised that “the wants and interests of the people of color will receive special attention.” The paper lasted until the following year, but in the mid-1880s Walls joined Matthew M. Lewey in publishing The Farmers’ Journal. That same Mr. Lewey established The Gainesville Sentinel in 1887, changed its name to The Florida Sentinel when he moved to Pensacola in 1894 (see Chapter Sixteen). Finally, Josiah Walls served as mayor of Gainesville before eventually returning to farming; he had a large farm on Paynes Prairie and was in charge of the farm at the State College in Tallahassee when he died in 1905. Walls, who was buried in the Negro Cemetery in Tallahassee, was the last black to represent Florida in the U.S. House of Representatives until the November 1992 election sent Corrine Brown, Alcee Hastings, and Carrie Meek to Washington.




  FIRST MORNING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH at 115 NW 55th Street was established in 1890 by members of the Rutledge community, which was founded after the Civil War on land given to former slaves by the Freedman’s Bureau. Later, parishioners moved the church from its original site off 23rd Avenue to its present site.




  Directions to church: go south on NW 54th Terrace off W. Newberry Road, then right on NW 4th Place, then left at the first turn. The church is down the street on the left.




  On land deeded to the elders of the church in 1900 stands the SHADY GROVE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH, one of the oldest congregations in Gainesville. The present church at 804 SW 5th Street was built in the Porters’ neighborhood in the 1930s of coquina block to replace the original wood-frame church. During the Civil Rights era, the local NAACP committee sometimes met at Shady Grove to plan school integration strategies. Porters’ Quarters, as it is still called, dates back to the late nineteenth century when a Canadian physician, Dr. Watson Porter, platted the addition and sold land exclusively to African American families, encouraging them to plant and cultivate gardens to become self-sufficient




  World War II brought an influx of black soldiers stationed at Camp Blanding, 25 miles north of Gainesville. On weekends the soldiers would come into town for a day or two of entertainment. After the war many of those soldiers settled in the area. A school that opened up in east Gainesville right before World War II was WILLIAMS ELEMENTARY, named after Joseph Williams, a civic-minded black who had asked for the school; in its first year it had 150 students and eventually reached six hundred students. In 1970, the local schools were integrated with relatively few disturbances. The city elected another black man, Neil Butler, to be mayor in 1974, and he helped pass an ordinance that prohibited discriminatory practices on the basis of race, religion, creed, gender, marital status, or physical handicap.




  [image: Joseph Williams Elementary School was named for an African American who had petitioned for the facility.]




  

    Joseph Williams Elementary School was named for an African American who had petitioned for the facility.


  




  The University of Florida (UF), established in 1905 for white male students, was finally integrated in 1958. Recently, UF named a law school program designed to provide legal assistance to poor people “The Virgil Darnell Hawkins Civil League Clinic” in honor of a man the school had denied admission to in 1949. Virgil Hawkins, who was born in Okahumpka, Florida, in 1906, graduated from a Jacksonville high school and attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. By selling insurance and teaching school, he saved enough money by the time he was 42 to attend law school, but the University of Florida Law School denied him admission. At that time Florida law would not allow black and white students to attend school together.




  The Board of Control, which ran the universities, decided to open a new law school at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College for Negroes (later Florida A&M University) in Tallahassee in order not to have the races mix at the white law schools, but Hawkins asked the Florida Supreme Court for permission to attend the UF Law School. When the Florida Supreme Court denied his request, he took his case to the U.S. Supreme Court, which in 1956 ordered the UF Law School to admit him. The university still refused, arguing that violence would result if he were admitted to the school.




  In 1958, a federal district court judge ordered UF to admit qualified blacks to its graduate schools, but that time UF would not admit Hawkins on the grounds, according to the school, that he did not meet their admission standards. Other blacks were able to enter the school’s graduate programs, but not Hawkins, the man who had begun the litigation process in the first place. He then entered the New England School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1964, but Florida officials would not permit him to take the Florida Bar Exam, which all lawyers had to pass to be able to practice law in Florida, because he had not attended an accredited law school. In 1976, the Florida Supreme Court allowed him to become a lawyer without taking the bar exam. At age 70, Hawkins finally became a lawyer and opened his office in Leesburg. He died in 1988 after spending a lifetime fighting the racial practices of the state’s educational system. Today, the Florida university system has a Virgil D. Hawkins Scholarship for minority students in law school. (For a photograph of a monument to Virgil Hawkins, see Chapter Thirty-four.)




  In 2000, the population of Gainesville, which does not include the students at Santa Fe Community College or the University of Florida, was 95,447; the number of African Americans was 22,181 or 23% of the total.




  Outside Gainesville


  




  HAILE PLANTATION HOUSE eight miles west of Gainesville off S.R. 24 was the homestead of the Thomas Haile family, who moved to Alachua County from South Carolina in the early 1850s. Eventually Haile owned sixty-six slaves and had fifteen children. While the Hailes lived in the two-story plantation house with six rooms on the first floor and two more upstairs, the slaves lived in eighteen slave cabins. The homestead, built by skilled slave carpenters, still stands, but the slave cabins have not survived. After the Civil War, some of the freed slaves continued to work the cotton fields, but crop failures in 1868 forced Haile into bankruptcy. The property remained in the family, but the Hailes moved into Gainesville and only used the old homestead for social occasions, until it finally fell into ruin. The house has been restored and is open for tours. Officials call it the Historic Haile Homestead to distinguish it from the nearby development, Haile Plantation. (Open Sundays, 12 P.M.–4 P.M. and on special occasions. Phone (352) 372-2633)




  The LIBERTY HILL SCHOOL, a weathered one-room school building at 7600 NW 23rd Avenue, next to the Liberty Hill United Methodist Church, holds an important place in the history of African American education in Alachua County, dating back to 1869, when the county board of public instruction first listed Liberty Hill as a school for rural black children.




  
[image: The Liberty Hill School stands just outside the city limits of Gainesville.]
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  The first teacher, George Smith, earned $22 a month for a three-month term. He taught fourteen boys and fifteen girls, and their parents helped supplement his meager salary with food and wood to heat the school.




  The board of trustees and the parents of the children attending provided and maintained the schoolhouse and its furnishings. In 1892, the school board built a new schoolhouse, the one visitors can see today on the site, at a cost of $450. It provided the first six years of schooling for generations of African American children from Alachua County. Many of the students who graduated from Liberty Hill School continued their education at the Union Academy and later at Lincoln High School. Around 1952, the little school closed, and the students were bused into Gainesville. The schoolhouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.




  Hawthorne


  




  One of the most important African Americans in the history of Hawthorne was Chester Shell, a man who did much for the education of African American children in his community. Born in Orange Springs, Florida, in 1892, he grew up in rural north Florida and became so skilled in hunting and fishing that, besides working as a porter for the Seaboard Railroad, he became a much-sought-after hunting and fishing guide for Northern visitors. Many of them were wealthy white people from Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Massachusetts, who stayed in Moore’s Hotel in Hawthorne.




  Mr. Shell was concerned that Hawthorne’s African American children could go to school for only two to three months each year in the first part of the twentieth century. They had no school building and had to attend classes in private homes, in churches, and in an old Masonic hall owned by the black community. In 1926, when he went to the Alachua County School Board and requested a school for the children, officials told him that, if he raised half of the necessary money, they would match the funds and build a school. He then went north by train, called on the many wealthy clients he had had on hunting and fishing trips around Hawthorne, and raised the money, which the black community in Hawthorne supplemented by fund-raising activities. The community raised $10,000, and the school was built, but it housed only kindergarten through the eighth grade, after which the black students had to be bused to Gainesville’s Lincoln High School.




  When a high school for Hawthorne’s black students was finally built in 1955, officials named it Shell High School to honor Chester Shell. After the court-ordered desegregation of the early 1970s, it became CHESTER SHELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, located at 21633 SE 65th Avenue in Hawthorne.




  Mr. Shell, who was very active in his church and was president of the Alachua County Voters League, died in 1967 and is buried in the Hawthorne Cemetery. A plaque honoring him is at Shell Elementary School in Hawthorne.




  [image: Chester Shell Elementary School honors an African American who did much for the education of children in Hawthorne.]
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  The HAWTHORNE HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER at 7225 SE 221st Street used to house the New Hope Methodist Church, which was established in 1907, one of the town’s oldest black congregations. In 1997, workers carefully moved the building four blocks to its present location, refurbished it, and filled it with artifacts, for example, forceps used by the town’s first doctor, a quilt showing photographs of the town’s oldest homes, and a menu from the popular Fried Chicken Factory Restaurant. (Open Wednesday and Friday, 10 A.M.–2 P.M., and Saturday and Sunday, 1–4 P.M. Phone: (352) 481-4491)




  The HAWTHORNE CEMETERY on S.R. 20 east of Hawthorne has well-tended burial plots of African Americans at the rear of the white cemetery. Among the interred are soldiers from World War I, World War II, the Korean Conflict, and the Vietnam War.




  In the 2000 census, Hawthorne had 680 African Americans or 48% of the total population of the city.




  Jonesville


  


  

  PLEASANT PLAIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH at 1910 NW 166th Street in Jonesville, near Newberry, has a cemetery behind it that has three legible headstones that tell a terrible story. The headstones are for the gravesites of the Rev. J. J. Baskins, James Dennis, and Andrew McHenry, who were three of six—four men and two women—African Americans lynched in 1916, who came to be known as the Newberry Six.




  Of all the Southern states Florida had the highest lynching rate, and thirty-six percent of those hangings took place in what is called the Old Plantation Belt, which stretched from the Panhandle to the central part of Florida. Between the 1880s and the 1940s, more than two hundred lynchings occurred in the state. The two counties that led the state in lynchings were Marion County with twenty-one and Alachua County with twenty confirmed, although the actual total was probably much higher than that in each county.




  From time to time, the U.S. Congress has attempted to pass anti-lynching legislation in the U.S. Senate, but some legislators have been able to filibuster or block such legislation. Lynching is defined by the NAACP as “any murder that was/is conducted extra-legally or beyond the rule of the court, under the pretense of upholding justice.”




  
Waldo


  




  The town of Waldo, which was incorporated in 1907 and honors in its name Dr. Benjamin Waldo, attracted a number of African Americans who wanted to work and raise their families there. For example, Henry Hill went to Waldo from North Carolina in the early 1920s; he married Josie Mitchell in 1926. Their descendants are still involved in the historic preservation of the town. Mr. Hill, a member of Philadelphia Baptist Church and a 33-degree Mason, was one of the first African American firemen in Waldo and also worked on the railroad. He donated some of his land for the Masonic Lodge. That building at 14858 NE 139th Street now belongs to the Concerned Citizens of Waldo, who are using it as the MUSEUM FOR THE PRESERVATION OF BLACK HISTORY. For more information call (352) 378-1329.




  Mr. Hill is buried in a cemetery just north of Waldo on U.S. 301. Among the gravestones of African Americans are several of servicemen in the different wars, including one serviceman from the colored infantry.







 



  2.




  Baker County




  Baker County, located between Duval and Columbia Counties in north central Florida, was named in 1861 for Judge James McNair Baker (1822–1892), one of the state’s two Confederate States’ Congress Senators at Richmond and a former judge of the Fourth Judicial District, which Baker County was a part of at that time. Most of the settlers before the Civil War were hunters and farmers, but after the war the turpentine and logging industries became important. The money-making crops were cotton, then corn, fifty cents each per year as taxes. and finally tobacco. The first “tax assessor” determined that there were 112 sane white males between the ages of 21 and 50, as well as 212 slaves, all of whom were assessed fifty cents each per year as taxes.


 



  The population of Baker County in 2000 was 22,259, of whom 3,094 (13.9%) were African Americans. It is a rural county with 38 persons per square mile, compared to the state-wide average of 296.


 


  Olustee


  




  To the east of Lake City on U.S. 90 is OLUSTEE BATTLEFIELD, the site of the most important land battle of the Civil War in Florida. Around 5,500 Union troops coming from Jacksonville in February 1864 met a similar size Confederate force at a place called Ocean Pond in what came to be known as the Battle of Olustee. Serving on the Union side were black soldiers in units like the 8th U.S. Colored, the 1st North Carolina, and the 54th Massachusetts. The latter unit had Sergeant William H. Carney, who later became the first black to win the prestigious Medal of Honor for his bravery at the Battle of Fort Wagner, South Carolina.




  The blacks fighting for the Union side at Olustee faced a terrible situation. If they were wounded during the battle and left behind on the battlefield, Southern soldiers might injure them further, send them to infamous prisons like the one at Andersonville, Georgia, or kill them. The battle raged on for hours and saw the wounding and death of many soldiers on both sides. In the end the Confederates claimed victory as the Union troops retreated to Jacksonville.




  [image: Black soldiers in the Union army fought at the Battle of Olustee. Florida State Archives]
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  The doctor who served with one of the black units, the 8th U.S. Colored Troops, later praised the great courage of those soldiers:




  

    Here they stood for two hours and a half, under one of the most terrible fires I ever witnessed; and here, on the field of Olustee, was decided whether the colored man had the courage to stand without shelter, and risk the dangers of the battlefield; and when I tell you that they stood with a fire in front, on their flank, and in their rear, for two hours and a half, without flinching, and when I tell you the number of dead and wounded, I have no doubt as to the verdict of every man who has gratitude for the defenders of his country, white or black.


  




  Directions: Olustee Battlefield is located 2.5 miles east of Olustee on U.S. 90, 15 miles east of Lake City. The battlefield is open daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M.; the museum is open Thursday–Monday 9 A.M.–5 P.M. A nominal donation is expected of visitors. Phone: (386) 758-0400. Each February around the anniversary of the battle men dressed in the military uniforms of both sides show visitors how the battle was fought.




  [image: Visitors to the battlefield in February can witness the re-enactment of the battle. Florida State Archives]
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  Bay County




  Bay County in the Florida Panhandle takes its name from its position on St. Andrews Bay. The Florida Legislature established the county in 1913 as the state’s forty-ninth county. In the 2000 census it had 15,711 African Americans, almost 11% of the total county population of 148,217.


  




  Panama City


  




  As in so many Florida sites, the first settlers there were the Indians, eventually succeeded by the English, who came after the Revolutionary War. Development began in the 1830s and increased after the Civil War, as more and more people discovered the beaches and fishing grounds and isolation of the area. The Panama City area, which had only 987 people in 1830, attracted more and more residents in the nineteenth century; the place took its name from the fact that it lies on a direct line between Chicago and Panama City in the Canal Zone. The 2000 census indicated that the city had 7,813 blacks (22%) out of a total population of 36,417.




  The Bay Country of Northwest Florida by Marlene Womack mentions that the black community of Panama City, Shinetown, had several different names, such as East End because it was the eastern-most section of development in the greater St. Andrews area. The main industry in the small community was a sawmill. The community took its name from a man whose nickname “Shine” probably came from his practice of making and selling rum.




  The children of the community attended classes in homes and churches until 1928, when the first official school opened in Shinetown. However, it operated for only four months each year and had only grades one, two, and three. Parents who wanted their children to attend school beyond that had to pay for the extra months. The parents also had to buy all the books, papers, and pencils used at the school.




  In 1944, the Shinetown Post Office, which was also known as Rosenwald, opened, but lasted only until 1949, when service was transferred to Panama City. Today the old Shinetown community is known as Glenwood.




  REDWOOD CEMETERY, which is in the Old Orchard section of Panama City on Redwood Avenue and Seventh Street, began in 1916, when W. J. Lee sold over two acres of land for the Colored Peoples’ Cemetery of Millville. This cemetery across the street from the Potter Temple Holiness Church has many blacks buried there, including one of the most famous of them, Narcisco “Hawk” Massalina. He is buried in an unmarked grave next to that of his grandson, Andrew Cooper.




  Hawk Massalina was born a free-Spanish black near Massalina Bayou in 1840. His father was a Spanish trader who spelled his name José Masslieno. When a fierce hurricane destroyed much of the area in 1856, José offered to sell his family and himself into slavery, but fortunately all of the planters who received the offer turned it down. In 1863, Hawk joined the Union forces and served as a gun cleaner on the U.S. bark Roe-buck and then the Restless. After the Civil War, he worked as a fisherman, boat builder, and tour guide, but had to leave his land when the U.S. government bought it and built Tyndall Field. Hawk died in 1948 at the age of 107.




  One other cemetery for African Americans was the Black Cemetery, which is north of Oakland Cemetery and near the southwest corner of Balboa Avenue and 15th Street in Panama City. Over one hundred blacks were interred in that cemetery, which later included convicts who died at the six-acre convict camp that the state built in 1934 just south of the cemetery. In the 1960s, when a controversy arose over the valuable land there, about thirty of the identifiable graves were moved to Lynn Haven Community Cemetery. Some city maps still indicate the location of the Black Cemetery in its original place.




  Panama City was the home of ROSENWALD JUNIOR COLLEGE, which began in 1958 as one of twelve black junior colleges in Florida. Its first president was Calvin Washington, who was also principal of nearby Rosenwald High School. Its first-year enrollment of 35 total students, including those in the vocational program, was so much lower than the 125 expected that the junior college had to meet in a wing of the black school, but little by little it added students until it had 177 students in the 1964–1965 school year, before merging with Gulf Coast Junior (later Community) College in 1966. Mr. Washington was given a job in the school board office. The enrollment figures, which included college-parallel courses and vocational courses, for Rosenwald Junior College were as follows:




  1958–59: 35 students




  1959–60: 65 students




  1960–61: 96 students




  1961–62: 84 students




  1962–63: 147 students




  1963–64: 151 students




  1964–65: 177 students




  1965–66: 143 students





  In 1994, almost three decades after the black junior college merged with the white school, officials at Gulf Coast Community College dedicated the Rosenwald Junior College Center on its main campus.




  Lynn Haven


  




  Lynn Haven to the north of Panama City is unusual in that, although situated in a former Confederate state, it actually has a monument to the Union soldier. Its founder, W. H. Lynn, established the town and also St. Cloud in Osceola County, Florida, as a settlement for Union veterans of the Civil War. Later, veterans of the Spanish-American War joined the Union veterans. In 1920, workers built at Lynn Haven a war memorial, complete with a soldier wearing a Union uniform.




  [image: Lynn Haven has a monument to the Union soldier. Florida State Archives]
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  Bradford County




  

  Bradford County in north central Florida was first named New River County when it was established in 1858. Three years later, the name was changed to Bradford to honor Captain Richard Bradford, the first Florida officer killed in the Civil War.




  Bradford County had a population of 26,088 in the 2000 census, 5,426 (20.8%) of whom were African Americans.


  




  Starke


  




  In 1913, three members of the African American community, the Rev. James W. Robinson, A. O. Jenkins, and R. M. Ellerson, spearheaded efforts to acquire a school for blacks in the county. The result was what came to be known as RJE (for the three men) HIGH SCHOOL.




  Robinson, the first black insurance agent in Starke and—along with R. M. Ellerson—the first black funeral director in the area, supervised the project. Jenkins, the long-time principal of the black school in Starke, became the spokesman for the project and its builder. Ellerson, a partner with Robinson as an undertaker, served as the treasurer. All three men raised money for the school, and the local citizens volunteered to build it, which they did in just 58 days. The two-story frame building, which the Starke Recreation Department uses today, opened in 1914 on Pine and Florida Streets and operated for black students until 1945, when local leaders, realizing the community was outgrowing the school, asked the school board for a new building, but funds were nonexistent for such a facility.




  The community, including the students at RJE High School, took up collections and, in July 1945, bought land on Pine and Jenkins Streets, where the school board built a school three years later. After serving the community well until desegregation closed the black schools in the 1970s, the building became part of the Head Start Program. When fire, possibly deliberately set by arsonists, severely damaged the building in 1977, the school board decided to tear it down.




  At that point, concerned citizens rallied under the leadership of the Rev. Levy Lennon, Theresa Holliday, and Elizabeth Walker to establish the Concerned Citizens of Bradford County and rehabilitated the structure.




  Among the leaders of the African American community in Starke in the twentieth century were several that should be mentioned. R. M. Ellerson and Rev. Robinson were the first black funeral directors in the area; Ellerson was also the owner of a popular soda fountain at Oak and Brownlee Streets and a grocery store on Brown-lee. “Fess” Jenkins was the son of a Georgia slave and a man who taught many subjects to the children of Bradford County; and Eddie Thompkins was the principal of the second RJE School in the 1940s.




  Directions: The former RJE High School on Pine Street is off S.R. 16 to the east of Starke. Go north on Pine several blocks to the former school, which is on the right at 1080 Pine Street.




  SPARKMAN CEMETERY in southern Bradford County is like many throughout the state in that it has a grave stone that probably belongs to that of a slave. The dozen headstones name the people buried there, but one half-buried head-stone in a distant part of the small cemetery has simply “S. 8” on it, probably indicating a slave. Small groups of historians are documenting the cemeteries throughout Florida, both the large ones and the small ones, even the private ones. And while we may never know who “S. 8” was, just knowing of the presence of such graves may help historians and genealogists help identify the final resting places of families from long ago.




  
[image: The former RJE High School is now a recreational center in Starke.]
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  [image: This small headstone with an “S” on it indicates that a slave was buried there in Sparkman Cemetery.]


  

     This small headstone with an “S” on it indicates that a slave was buried there in Sparkman Cemetery.


     




  Directions to the cemetery: Go south on C.R. 225, which turns south off C.R. 18, 7.5 miles east of Brooker and .2 miles west of Graham. Go .8 miles south on C.R. 225, and the private, fenced, unmarked cemetery is on the left just before the Santa Fe River and the start of Alachua County. The grave of “S. 8” is in the northeast corner of the cemetery away from the other headstones.
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  Brevard County




  Brevard County, established in 1844, commemorates Theodore Washington Brevard (1804–1877), a North Carolinian who came to Florida in 1847 and served as state comptroller (1853–1861). The original name of the county was St. Lucie, but that was changed to Brevard in 1855.




  Brevard County had a population of 476,230 in the 2000 census, 40,003 (8.4%) of whom were African Americans.





  Cocoa


  




  Native Americans, especially those from the Ais tribe, settled here first, to be followed by the Spanish, pirates, and hardy explorers who pushed down from Georgia and the Carolinas in the nineteenth century. High temperatures, mosquitoes, hurricanes, and angry Indians did much to discourage permanent settlement, but, as time passed, the pluses of living there attracted more people.




  Newly freed slaves were some of the first non-Indians to settle in the area. According to historian Glenn Rabac, a group of freedmen moved to the Cocoa Beach area after the Civil War and claimed all of the land south of the cape between the Atlantic Ocean and the Banana River. An 1885 hurricane flooded out the homesteaders and discouraged others from living near the ocean, but people still headed here by boat and train.




  A local black woman may have been responsible for the name of Cocoa. According to Allen Morris’s Florida Place Names, when some local citizens were trying to decide on a name for the settlement, a black woman saw the label on a box of Baker’s Cocoa and suggested that they name the place Cocoa. In any case fishermen founded the town long ago; officials incorporated the town of Cocoa in 1895.




  In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries blacks came to the area to work on the railroad, in the orchard fields, and in the homes of wealthy summer residents. By the mid-1920s blacks made up almost one-third of the town’s population, but in those days of segregation they usually lived west of Florida Avenue and south of Willard Street. The focus point was Magnolia Street, which has since been renamed Stone Street to honor Richard E. Stone, a prominent black mortician who helped improve the area during his long stay there. Stone Street is east of U.S. 1, south of King Street, and north of Poinsett Drive. Blacks had a thriving, self-sufficient community with their own businesses, including grocery stores, a post office, pharmacy, and restaurant.




  Because the only school open to them was an elementary school, those who wanted to attend high school had to move to another city. In the 1930s officials began busing children to a black high school in Melbourne, a practice which lasted until desegregation in the 1950s began to give them access to schools in Cocoa. The 2000 census indicated that the city had 5,298 African Americans (32%) out of a total population of 16,412.




  
[image: This funeral home was the first one for African Americans in the county.]



   

      This funeral home was the first one for African Americans in the county.


      




  The RICHARD E. STONE HISTORIC DISTRICT from 121 to 304 Stone Street honors a man who did much to help his fellow blacks of Cocoa. The district, which is east of U.S. 1, west of Hughlett Avenue, and south of King Street (S.R. 520), is an area that blacks have lived in for most of the last hundred years, even when they worked in white areas of the town or at the Florida East Coast Railway and the East Coast Lumber Company. Cocoa’s early black community was settled along the Indian River in the mid-1800s, but gradually moved west to where it is today.




  Richard Stone (1902–1985), the son of the owner of Melbourne’s first grocery store and stable, established Brevard County’s first black funeral home and first black professional baseball team, the Cocoa Black Indians. He also helped establish Cocoa’s first civic organization, Liberty League, Inc., which today is known as the Cocoa-Rockledge Civic League, and the city’s first recreational center. On the national scene, in 1935 he invented and patented a directional signal light for automobiles, but was unable to mass-produce the lights and did not see a profit from his invention. In his professional medical practice, he patented the trocar, a surgical instrument used in the process of embalming.




  The STONE FUNERAL HOME at 516 King Street (S.R. 520) was established in 1923 to serve the whole county. By the 1930s, two brothers, Richard and Albert Stone, had established the Stone Brothers Funeral Homes, with branches in Cocoa, Fort Pierce, and Melbourne.




  Among the important sites in the district other than the Malissa Moore Home and Mount Moriah AME Church, both of which will be described below, are the GRACE EDWARDS HOME (121 Stone Street) that one of the town’s first black families built; the GREATER ST. PAUL BAPTIST CHURCH (213 Stone Street), whose one-hundred-year-old foyer windows came from the original church on that site; the JOHN HENRY HALL ESTATE (221 Stone Street), one of the first grocery stores in the area; the JOHNSON HOME (225 Stone Street); THE DR. B.C. SCURRY HOME (231 Stone Street), where Cocoa’s first black doctor lived; and the BROWN HOME (241 Stone Street), where the town’s first shoe shiner lived.




  The MALISSA MOORE HOME, today a private residence at 215 Stone Street, was home to one of the area’s most prominent residents, Malissa Moore. The house, which was first located near the Indian River in 1890, was moved to its present location to become a rooming house and restaurant, for a while the only one in Cocoa and supposedly a favorite eating place for railroad builder Henry Flagler. Having moved to the area in 1884, Malissa Moore decided to build a church similar to the ones she had attended in Atlanta and in her hometown, Monroe, Georgia. Through many Saturday night social gatherings, where she often served her famous fish sandwiches and collected donations of 50 and 75 cents, Mrs. Moore raised enough money in two years to buy land for the church on Florida Avenue and hired a Titusville carpenter to build it (see next entry).




  MOUNT MORIAH AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL (AME) CHURCH at 304 Stone Street (formerly Magnolia Street) has a long history of service to the community. Enough blacks lived in Cocoa by 1886 for one of the area’s prominent citizens, Malissa Moore, to think about establishing this church, the first African American church in Cocoa. When the original building on Florida Avenue burned down around 1922, Mrs. Moore once again raised money through her well-attended Saturday-night socials to buy land for a new building on Magnolia Street. Workers put up a new building at the present site, using bricks for the Gothic structure that were manufactured on the site with sand donated by the generous Richard Stone. The local African American Preservation League has worked hard to preserve the Mount Moriah Church.




  The HARRY T. MOORE CENTER, a single-story building at 307 Blake Avenue two blocks south of King Street, is today a child-care facility and community center. Cocoa’s first black school used to be on this site. It may be the only original African American high school still standing in the county. The school, which was built in 1924 as Cocoa Junior High School, remained until 1947, when it was renamed Monroe High School in honor of Jessie Ruth Monroe, a pioneer teacher and principal of Cocoa Junior High School. When Monroe High School moved to a new facility on S. Avocado Avenue in 1954, the old schoolhouse was renamed the Harry T. Moore Center in honor of the civil rights activist who was killed by a bomb in 1951. (See the section on Mims in Chapter Five for more details.)




  The HILLTOP CEMETERY on U.S. 1, which is .2 miles north of S.R. 520 and on the west side of the highway, has a plaque on the concrete pillar at the entrance identifying the site. This African American cemetery was established in the 1880s, and its oldest grave-stone is dated 1889. Tropical Storm Gabrielle revealed 58 previously unknown graves. Before that discovery in 2001, only 417 graves were known.




  [image: Hilltop Cemetery in Cocoa dates back to the 1880s.]


   

      Hilltop Cemetery in Cocoa dates back to the 1880s.


      




  In 2004, Michael C. Blake, an eighth grade teacher at Clearlake Middle School, became the first African American mayor of Cocoa since the city incorporated in 1895. A lifelong resident of Cocoa, he attended Cocoa High School and South Carolina State University before becoming a teacher in Brevard County and serving on Cocoa’s City Council (1998–2000).




  
Melbourne


  




  By the time the railroad arrived in 1893, this Brevard County town on the Indian River, which was named after Melbourne, Australia, was already developed due to steamboat activity. Three of the first men to arrive before then were blacks: Balaam Allen, Wright Brothers, and Peter Wright. According to The Melbourne Bicentennial Book (p. 39), they were freedmen “who after the Civil War had been reluctant to leave their former owner. But their master, unable to support them, sailed with them beyond the last southern outpost and staked out for each of them what he considered was about 160 acres for a homestead. There he left them to shift for themselves.” Today BROTHERS PARK at the corner of Church Street and Race Street in south Melbourne honors Wright Brothers.




  One of those men, Peter Wright, became the largest landholder in the area as well as a trader and boatman. As the first postal carrier in the area, he brought the mail twice a week from Titusville (then Sand Point) to Melbourne on his boat, Mist, while his brother, Dick Wright, brought the mail from New Smyrna to Titusville via the Mosquito Lagoon and the Haulover Canal on his boat, Nelly. Peter’s first homestead was at the top of the River Bluff at the north end of Front Street. When he sold that place in 1878, he and his wife, Leah, built a larger homestead on the south side of Crane Creek, where the Roy Couch house now stands. By 1885, he sold his interests in the Melbourne area and moved to Rockledge to become a fruit grower. He died in 1925 and is buried in Cocoa.




  Mary Silas Brothers, who helped her husband, Wright, grow citrus on the 7.5 acres of land they lived on near Crane Creek, gave birth in 1882 to William Rufus Brothers, the first black child born in Melbourne. William attended school at the little red school house, the first school in Melbourne, in Tarheel on what is now S. Riverview Drive. That school dates back to 1883, when John Goode established it in the Tarheel section of Crane Creek (Melbourne). The school segregated the students, with nine white students attending in the morning that first year and six black students attending in the afternoon. Maude Good and May Valentine were the first teachers there. The schoolhouse, originally located on Riverview Drive in the Tarheel section south of the creek, now stands on the campus of the Florida Institute of Technology at 150 W. University Boulevard in Melbourne. A brochure entitled The Founders’ Trail, which is available at the school, describes an interpretive walking tour of the campus.




  Then in 1909 workers built a one-room school for black youngsters on the corner of Line and Lipscomb streets, where the Church of God in Christ now stands. The school had two rows of seats with two students sitting in a seat. About sixteen students attended school there.




  When that school became too small, workers built the Melbourne Vocational School in the area where Brothers Park is located today. Black students attended that school until it burned in 1953, at which point they attended school in a building at the old Naval Base at Melbourne Airport, until the present Stone School was built in 1958. Officials considered calling the new school Hopkins since the area had been called Hopkins when the Union Cypress Sawmill was there. Because a Mr. Stone donated the land for the new school and was a leader in the community, officials named the school after him. The first graduating class from Stone School took place in 1955. Today Stone Junior High School is at 1101 E. University Boulevard.




  William Rufus Brothers, the first black child born in Melbourne, later married Estelle Stone, and they had three children, including John Brothers (1907–1981). William’s mother, Mary Brothers, was one of several black women, including Lydia Duncan, Anneda Harris, and Estella Jackson, who became midwives at a time when the area had few doctors. Other blacks opened up successful businesses, including Stone Funeral Home and Tucker Plumbing.




  In the home of Wright and Mary Brothers, local residents like Carrie and Robert Lipscomb and Balaam Allen and his wife established the ALLEN CHAPEL AME CHURCH in the late nineteenth century and built the first structure on the northern end of Lipscomb Street in 1885. In 1964, they built a new church at 2416 S. Lipscomb Street. The church bell, which members acquired in 1928 and which is in the new building, is made of solid brass and weighs about 1,000 pounds.




  CARVER JUNIOR COLLEGE, which was established in 1959, was one of twelve black junior colleges in Florida. Its first president was Mr. James R. Greene, who also served as principal of Monroe High School. The school was about ten miles from Cape Canaveral, fifteen miles from the Kennedy Space Center, and twelve miles from Patrick Air Force Base. It merged with Brevard Junior College in 1964 after an NAACP official complained to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights that the school had cost the taxpayers $100,000 a year for three years, had been using high school teachers and facilities, and had graduated poorly educated black students.




  The enrollment figures, which included college-parallel courses and vocational courses, for Carver Junior College were as follows:




   

  1960–61: 168 students


  1961–62: 263 students


  1962–63: 143 students





  In the 1990s, officials at Brevard Community College named a new administrative facility the George Washington Carver Administration Center after the black junior college and placed a portrait of President Greene there.




  Early black settlers of the pioneer Brothers, Ford, and Stone families established the LINE STREET CEMETERY in south Melbourne that over a period of eighty years after its establishment became forgotten and overrun with weeds, trees, and garbage, until it was restored in 1980 by Boy Scout Troop 730. The scouts cleaned up the cemetery and the five tombstones found there, including those of Alice Chambers, Franklin Johnson, Carrie E. Lipscomb, John H. Whitfield, and the cryptic Wm. W. W. (probably referring to William W. Whitfield).




  [image: A Boy Scout troop has cleaned up Line Street Cemetery.]


   

      A Boy Scout troop has cleaned up Line Street Cemetery.


      




  An early black church of the community was MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH. Because the Florida East Coast Railway had not reached Melbourne by 1891, the church’s pastor, Rev. Parson Miller, had to transport the lumber for the first sanctuary by boat from Titusville. Twelve members of the congregation, including J. E. Austell, built the first church building on E. Brothers Avenue. Between 1970 and 1975 the congregation built a new sanctuary on Lipscomb Street. Among the distinguished pastors of the church one name stands out: Rev. James Massey, who served a term of twenty years.




  By 1900 only about two hundred people lived in Melbourne, but the land boom of the 1920s brought many new settlers to the area, and the development of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) facility at Cape Canaveral brought in thousands more. Among those who worked hard to desegregate the schools in the area in the 1950s and 1960s was Harry Lawrence, the one-time president of the South Brevard Civic League; the HARRY LAWRENCE PARK at the juncture of New Haven and Strawbridge Avenues in Melbourne honors him.




  Brevard County had many demonstrations in the 1960s as local blacks sought an end to segregation. Interracial advisory committees met to make the move to integration as painless as possible, despite the efforts by the Ku Klux Klan to harass the blacks. Black leaders in Melbourne included John Brothers, descendant of one of the first settlers there; U. F. Gibbs, the principal of the all-black Stone High School; and Henry Jackson, the president of the local NAACP. As a result of many discussions, one-fourth of local restaurant owners agreed to integrate their facilities, and the Melbourne Country Club was desegregated.




  The integration of Brevard schools took place in 1964. Soon after that, Ted Nichols, a Stone High School teacher, won a two-year term on the Melbourne City Commission, the first black elected to public office in the county. The 1980s saw further progress. For example, local Melbourne officials made a decision in the 1980s to change the name of Lynching Tree Drive to Legendary Lane; according to local legend, a black man who had been involved in trying to free a cow tangled in a rope in 1926 was accused of accosting several children playing nearby. He was arrested and taken to an oak tree where he was hanged. The name of Lynching Tree Drive had perpetuated a sad chapter in the city’s history and had offended enough people to have it changed.




  The 2000 census indicated that the city had 6,658 African Americans (9%) out of a total population of 71,382.




  Merritt Island


  




  The MOUNT OLIVE COURTENAY COMMUNITY CEMETERY, which was originally known as the White Lily Cemetery, was located on the grounds near the BETHEL AFRICAN AMERICAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH, one of the first black churches on the island. The cemetery, which is still used, has grave stones dating back to 1919, including the final resting place of early black pioneers, for example the Rev. Fred Gillins and Joseph McDonald, both of whom were born on Merritt Island in the late 1800s. When the Bethel AME Church burned in 1958, the MOUNT OLIVE AME CHURCH at 1212 N. Tropical Trail began managing the property.




  The first black doctor to deliver white babies on Merritt Island, the first black to have a racially mixed medical practice in the county, and the only black physician in Brevard County for more than twenty years was Henry R. Jerkins III, who was born in Lake City and raised in Perry and Daytona Beach. He earned degrees from Edward Waters College, Morehouse College, the University of Wisconsin, and Howard University Medical School; studied at Cambridge University in England; and taught at Tuskegee, Dillard, and North Carolina A&T. He died in 2001 at age 94.




  Mims


  




  This small town, which in 2000 had a population of 9,412, of whom 1,194 (13%) were black, was the scene of a double murder in 1951 that has still not been solved. On Christmas night of that year, Harry and Harriette Moore retired for the night after spending the holiday with relatives, celebrating their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary with their twenty-four-year-old daughter and Harry’s mother. Soon after Harry and Harriette got ready for bed at around 10:15 that fateful night, a huge explosion ripped open the house, destroying the bedroom and killing one of this state’s most effective civil rights activists. His wife died nine days later from injuries suffered in the blast. To this day investigators have never been able to solve that crime, the nation’s first assassination of a civil rights leader, although FBI agents suspected it was the work of the Orange County Ku Klux Klan. Moore would be the first of several assassinations that later included Medgar Evers in Mississippi and Martin Luther King Jr. in Tennessee.




  The forty-six-year-old Moore had spent his adult life fighting for civil rights. In 1941, he became president of the Florida National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In 1947, after twenty years working in the Brevard County school system he lost his job as a junior high school principal because of his civil rights activism, but continued organizing blacks around the state, concentrating on three areas: trying to have a new trial for two blacks sentenced to death for raping a white woman in Lake County, obtaining equal pay for the state’s black public school teachers; and registering more than one hundred thousand black voters as the executive secretary of the Progressive Voters League. He was succeeding in all three areas and was therefore considered a threat by the segregationists of the state.




  The house where the explosion took place was in an isolated orange grove about one mile south of Mims about one hundred yards from the Dixie Highway. Harry and Harriette were buried from St. James Missionary Baptist Church, which is at 2396 Harry T. Moore Avenue (formerly Palmetto Avenue); this avenue is behind the water tower, which says, “Welcome to Mims, The Friendly Town,” and about 1/4 mile east of U.S. 1 across the railroad tracks.




  The gravesite of Harry and Harriette is in LAGRANGE CEMETERY on Old Dixie Highway south of Mims. A plaque at the cemetery, which was once known as the LaGrange Colored Cemetery, describes the African American community in the area. The gravesite of the Moores is about eighteen yards behind and to the left of the second plaque. The graves of other early African Americans from the community are in the same part of the cemetery.




  [image: The gravesite of the Moores is in LaGrange Cemetery.]


   

      The gravesite of the Moores is in LaGrange Cemetery.


      




  [image: A sign marks the site of the house where the Moores were killed.]


   

      A sign marks the site of the house where the Moores were killed.


      




  Directions to the cemetery: Go south of S.R. 46 on U.S. 1 for 1.9 miles (or 2.5 miles north of S.R. 406 in Titusville), then west at the light for Old Dixie Highway, then north at the LaGrange Baptist Church; the old church and cemetery are on the east at a historic plaque).




  The LaGrange Baptist Church, established in 1869 as the first Protestant church on Florida’s east coast between New Smyrna and Key West, had segregated services for whites and blacks. The building also served as a schoolhouse and civic meeting house.




  The site of the house where the bombing took place is now part of the HARRY T. & HARRIETTE V. MOORE CULTURAL COMPLEX at 2180 Freedom Avenue in Mims. That site may also eventually have an original school that African Americans used on Merritt Island from 1890 on. The cultural complex, which has Moore family artifacts and historical documents, offers lectures, cultural programs, and conferences




  Directions to the Moore Cultural Complex in Mims: Turn west off U.S. 1 at Parker Street, which is .4 miles south of S.R. 46; go .1 mile west on Parker Street, then left on Freedom Avenue and .2 miles to the end of the road. If you are traveling north, go about 2.5 miles north of Titusville, then 1.4 miles north of Dairy Road to Parker Street and follow the above directions. Open Monday–Friday, 9 A.M.–7 P.M.; Saturday, 12 P.M.–4 P.M. Phone: (321) 264-6595.




  The 2000 census indicated that the town had 1,004 African Americans (11%) out of a total population of 9,147.




  Titusville


  




  This area began attracting white settlers when, in 1843, a captain in the Second Seminole Indian War, Douglas Dummett, received a permit to settle on Merritt Island. He began growing citrus and did so well that many more settlers arrived to take advantage of the good soil and climate. In 1845, Florida entered the Union as a slave state and continued depending on slaves to grow the many crops that its white plantation owners grew rich on. In 1867, Colonel Henry Titus arrived in the area and soon built the first hotel in the town he founded: Titusville. The next year saw the arrival of the first black settler, Joe Warren. By 1880, the census listed 13 blacks. In 1882, workers built the town’s first jail at a cost of $500; a black resident, Andrew J. Gibson, was the first jailer and cooked the prisoners’ meals in his own kitchen. Gibson was also a barber, restaurant owner, and supervisor of the only public road in Brevard County. In 1885, the Jacksonville, Tampa, and Key West Railroad reached Titusville and brought in many more settlers.




  Harry T. Moore (see Mims, p. 20) is commemorated by a small bust outside the HARRY T. MOORE SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER at 725 DeLeon Street in Titusville.


  

  Directions to the center: Go west on South Street (S.R. 405) from U.S. 1, then .3 miles to DeLeon Street; turn east at the light and go .3 miles to the center on the left.




  [image: Titusville has a bust of Harry T. Moore.]


   

      Titusville has a bust of Harry T. Moore.


      




  One African American who worked in Titusville as a carpenter for the Flagler organization in the second half of the nineteenth century was Dana A. Dorsey, who saw more opportunities south of there. He built a raft in 1892 or 1893 and sailed alone to Biscayne Bay, where he built many houses in what came to be known as “Colored Town,” rented them out, and became Miami’s first black millionaire (see Chapter Forty-three).
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  Broward County




  The first inhabitants of the area were Native Americans, who lived there for some four thousand years. In the nineteenth century, the coming of white and black settlers was hastened by the building of Henry Flagler’s Florida East Coast Railway, beginning in 1896. In 1915, the Florida Legislature formed Broward County from parts of Dade and Palm Beach Counties and named it for Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, who as Florida governor (1905–1909) was greatly responsible for draining the Everglades. While governor, he demanded more humane treatment for prisoners, but did not try to stop the convict-lease system that punished so many people, especially blacks, nor did he try to improve working conditions in turpentine camps, where so many of the abused workers were blacks (see Chapter Fourteen). Governor Broward also believed that the state’s blacks, who made up as much as forty percent of the population when Broward was in office, should be shipped off to a distant place like Africa and therefore kept away from whites.




  Broward County, which had a population of only thirty-six thousand in 1950, increased dramatically to 1,623,018 in the 2000 census, 332,719 (20.5%) of whom were African Americans. This county has the second-highest number of African Americans among all sixty-seven Florida counties.





  Fort Lauderdale


  




  Among the first settlers to that part of Florida when the Spanish controlled it in the eighteenth century were slaves escaping from northern plantations. Some of those slaves joined the Seminole Indians battling both white settlers and bounty hunters looking for escaped slaves; other slaves went to the Bahamas to escape the harsh conditions in this country. In the early nineteenth century black slaves working for Count Odet Philippe built the first salt-making operation on the area’s beaches.




  In the Reconstruction period after the American Civil War, politicians had established Black Codes that attempted to keep the former slaves in a new type of bondage. The Codes did not allow blacks to own knives, guns, or other weapons, allowed the police to arrest blacks and sentence them to forced labor, and gave the state the right to execute any black who raped a white woman or who encouraged others to rebellion. The Codes also provided for separate schools for black children. Black men were to pay a dollar tax for the schools, and the children were required to pay tuition, all of which was supposed to cost the state nothing.




  Broward County developed as more and more people moved to south Florida and as Henry Flagler’s railroad opened up the area for settlement and cultivation. As Flagler pushed construction of his Florida East Coast Railway south to Miami and the Florida Keys, he hired many black workers, and, when they finished extending the railroad to Key West, many of them settled in south Florida and became sharecroppers. Even if they did not own their own fields, many owned their own residential lots. Among the blacks who moved there in the late 1880s and early 1890s were the descendants of freed or runaway slaves, immigrants from the Bahamas, and farmers and craftsmen seeking more opportunities.




  In 1907, African Americans in Fort Lauderdale acquired their first permanent school when white pioneer Tom M. Bryan donated a one-room, frame building on the west side of NW 3rd Avenue. When workers tore down the building to build an ice plant, black children who wanted an education had to go to private homes or to the Knights of Pythias Hall at NW 4th Street and NW 4th Avenue. Black children were still expected to work in the fields picking crops after school and during the winter harvest, a practice that shortened their school year by a month or two.




  Fort Lauderdale was incorporated in 1911, four years before Broward County split from Dade County. The increased shipping and better highways attracted more and more visitors and settlers to south Florida in the early part of the twentieth century. The first school census of the county showed that in 1915 Fort Lauderdale had 421 white students and 75 black students.




  When blacks moved to Fort Lauderdale, they usually settled in the northwestern section, called “colored town,” which was north of Broward Boulevard and west of the railroad tracks. As more and more blacks settled in the county, they began demanding schools for their children in the belief that education would allow them to earn a good living and take them out of poverty.




  As black parents continued to press for a black school, the Broward County School Board finally agreed in 1923 to open a “colored school” in Fort Lauderdale on land sold at a modest cost by Frank and Ivy Cromartie Stranahan, two leading white citizens of the city. The school was to be in Tuskegee Park, a black subdivision. When the school opened in 1924, Joseph Ely became its first principal and renamed it to honor James Hardy Dillard, a white man who had done much to foster good relations between the races in the South.




  In 1927, the city government helped reinforce segregation by restricting black homes to the northwest quadrant and not allowing blacks to travel to other parts of the city after certain hours. Many blacks worked in tourism, construction, and agriculture, but employers often needed more workers than were readily available. One way that local officials got workers around harvest time in the years of segregation was to arrest blacks on vagrancy charges and “allow” them to pay off the $35 fine by working in the fields.




  During the Great Depression of the 1930s, Lincoln Brown and J. W. Mickens succeeded Ely as principals of Dillard. Because the school was still not a full high school, students had to leave Broward County and go elsewhere to complete their education—for example black schools in West Palm Beach and Miami. When Clarence C. Walker (1880–1942) became principal of Dillard in 1937, he worked to extend the school’s curriculum from eight grades to twelve. The first senior high school commencement for blacks in Fort Lauderdale took place in 1938. His efforts to expand the school term for black children to nine months did not come to fruition until soon after he died in 1942.




  When a new Dillard Elementary School and a new Dillard High School were opened at 2365 NW 11th Street just west of Old Dillard High School between 1952 and 1954, the old 1924 building remained open as an elementary school and was eventually named the Clarence C. Walker Elementary School. In 1974, the old building became an administrative annex for the Division of Instruction. The Broward County Black Historical Society eventually succeeded in restoring OLD DILLARD HIGH SCHOOL at 1009 NW 4th Street as a black museum and cultural center. Local officials began integrating the schools in 1961 without incident, and by 1970 were able to integrate all the schools of Broward County, thanks in great part to the efforts of George Allen, the first black to receive a law degree from the University of Florida.




  Today, the OLD DILLARD MUSEUM has artifacts and displays dealing with the African American history of Broward County. Phone: (954) 765-6952. It also has a plaque there honoring Estelle Rouse Pinkett (1892–1961), an educator at Old Dillard School from the 1930s to the 1950s. Mrs. Pinkett, who taught fifth and sixth grades there from 1932 until 1959, encouraged students to attend college. While many African Americans struggled to finish grade school, Mrs. Pinkett sent the majority of her students to Bethune-Cookman College and Florida A&M University. In her community, during World War II, she founded the first African American United Service Organization (USO). She also established the “Teachers for Tomorrow” program, an initiative to train students to become teachers. She taught Sunday school and served as a church officer at Mt. Olive Baptist Church.




  [image: The Old Dillard High School is now a museum.]


   

      The Old Dillard High School is now a museum.


      




  Another so-called Great Floridian honored at the museum is Margaret Blake Roach (1910–1999). Born in Summerville, Georgia, and raised in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia, she earned a bachelor’s degree in English and Social Science from Clark Atlanta University’s Laboratory High School and served as an administrator in Broward County schools for more than twenty years. She was instrumental in helping the Women in Distress Shelter and the United Way; was founding president of the Broward Urban League; and was the first woman and African American on the Broward Community College Board of Trustees, a charter member of the Florida Council on Human Relationships, a founding member of the local National Conference of Christians and Jews, and the first president of Fort Lauderdale LINKS, a national intercultural, civic and social organization. She also served on the Council of Elders for the Old Dillard Museum, won the Sun-Sentinel award for community service in Broward County in 1991, and was inducted into the Broward County Women’s Hall of Fame in 1993.




  The DR. JAMES F. SISTRUNK BOULEVARD HISTORICAL MARKER in the 1400 block of NW 6th Street honors a man who delivered 5,000+ babies during his many years serving the local black community. Born in Midway, Florida, and educated in Ocala and in Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee, James F. Sistrunk (1891–1966) went to Fort Lauderdale in 1921 and served as the first black medical doctor in the city and the only one for almost sixteen years. When Dr. Von Delaney Mizell, the city’s second black physician, arrived in 1938, he and Dr. Sistrunk established Provident Hospital at 1409 NW 6th Street. The city commemorates Dr. Sistrunk, who served as Chief of Staff of Provident Hospital, in the name of Sistrunk Boulevard and in the name of the bridge over the North Fork of the New River on NW 6th Street.


  

  The city honors his fellow doctor in the VON D. MIZELL LIBRARY at 1408 Sistrunk Boulevard, which serves the community on the same site as the old Provident Hospital and also has a plaque honoring Dr. Mizell as part of the Great Floridians 2000 program. It notes that he challenged the medical establishment, staged sit-ins and protests, and started the first NAACP chapter in south Florida. In 1942, he participated in a boycott of Fort Lauderdale’s “Colored School” to end the practice of a split school year that allowed children to work in the fields during the winter. A federal court ordered the local school board to stop the practice, which also allowed the school to become accredited. He successfully sued the Broward County Medical Association for admittance. He died in 1973 after a long and distinguished career in Broward County.




  In 1927, city officials declared that public beaches in the city were off limits to blacks. In searching for another beach, local blacks found the Ocean Mile that developer Arthur Galt of Chicago had bought in 1913. Galt, a Chicago lawyer and the son of the law partner of Hugh Taylor Birch, had tried to sell 8,000 acres of nearby land to a development company, but the Depression and real estate bust ended that scheme. The blacks used the Ocean Mile, which many called the “black beach” and which they reached by driving across a wooden swing bridge on Oakland Park Boulevard, until Galt eventually sold his land after World War II for $19,000,000, the largest private land transaction up to that time in the history of this country. When builders began constructing a new development, one that would culminate in today’s many high-rise condominiums on Ocean Mile worth millions of dollars, the blacks had to move to another beach south of the Port Everglades Inlet.




  In 1956, after blacks marched on the county courthouse to demand a beach of their own, the county bought beachfront land where John U. Lloyd State Park is today. Because no road linked the mainland to the beach, blacks had to use a ferry, an inconvenience and expense that angered many of them. On July 4, 1961, they marched to the white beaches near Las Olas Boulevard and staged a wade-in. Dr. Von D. Mizell later recalled: “I was scared that day. I had to walk through a little corridor there with a human wall on both sides. It was tense, and one little spark could have started a riot. I had to look straight ahead, and I was not at ease at all.” The police arrested several black leaders, but the city commission finally agreed to build a road to the black beach.




  But local black leaders demanded more; they wanted an end to the segregated beaches. Eula Johnson, a widowed mother of three who had become president of the Broward NAACP in 1958, led seven carloads of young people to the white beaches in late July 1961. The Ku Klux Klan destroyed her car and threatened more violence, but the FBI protected the demonstrators. The Fort Lauderdale police tried to convince her to call off wade-ins on the grounds that her actions would keep away tourists, but she prevailed. Officials took Mrs. Johnson to court, but a federal judge ruled that blacks had the right to swim at the public beaches.




  That history and the story of African Americans in south Florida is told today in the AFRICAN-AMERICAN RESEARCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CENTER at Sistrunk Boulevard and NW 27th Avenue. It has over 75,000 books, documents, and artifacts, a community cultural center, a 300-seat auditorium, meeting rooms, and a viewing/listening center. Among its collections are the papers of W.E.B. DuBois, the Langston Hughes Collection, the Bethune-Cookman College Collection, the Alex Haley Collection, and the papers of Carter G. Woodson. Phone: (954) 357-7514. For more about the African American who helped establish the cultural center, Samuel Morrison, see Chapter Fifty-three.




  Integration began to take effect throughout the state, including Broward County, in the mid-1960s. In 1966, a local teacher, Boisy Waters, became the first black elected to a Broward County office, and eight years later Kathleen Wright became the first county-wide black official. The next year Sylvia Poitier became the first black mayor of nearby Deerfield Beach and eventually chairperson of the Broward County Commission. Another local official, Alcee Hastings, became the first black federal judge appointed from south Florida and eventually won a seat in the U.S. Congress.




  
[image: The library and cultural center has displays about the history of African Americans in Broward County.]



   

      The library and cultural center has displays about the history of African Americans in Broward County.


      




  In 2000, Fort Lauderdale had a population of 152,397, of whom 44,010 (29%) were African Americans. Among places of importance in this area are the CARROLL VINNETTE REPERTORY COMPANY at 503 SE 6th Street, which offers black-oriented productions, and the AFRICAN AMERICAN CARIBBEAN CULTURAL CENTER at 1601 S. Andrews Avenue with its permanent black arts exhibits. The “African American History Wall” in the Sistrunk Entryway Park shows the history of blacks in the area. Finally, the Museum of Art at 1 E. Las Olas Boulevard in downtown Fort Lauderdale has an African Collection worth noting, and the city also has an annual Black Film Festival.




  Pompano Beach


  




  WESTVIEW COMMUNITY CEMETERY is an African American Cemetery at 428 NW 6th Avenue in Pompano Beach. Among the people buried there is Esther Rolle (1920–1998), who was born in Pompano Beach, the tenth child of eighteen born to Caribbean farming immigrants. She played the feisty maid in the hit 1970s TV sitcom “Maude” and the strong-willed mother who kept her family together in the spin-off series “Good Times.”




  [image: The Westview Community Cemetery is where actress Esther Rolle is buried.]


   

      The Westview Community Cemetery is where actress Esther Rolle is buried.
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  Calhoun County




  Calhoun County in northwest Florida is bordered by Bay, Jackson, Liberty, and Gulf Counties. The Florida Legislature established Calhoun County from a portion of Escambia County in 1838 and named it for South Carolina Senator John C. Calhoun, an outspoken advocate of the doctrine of states’ rights.




  The county had a population of 13,017 in the 2000 census, 2,057 (15.8%) of whom were African Americans. That number of blacks was the eighth lowest of all Florida counties.





  Blountstown


  


  

  The MAYHAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY HISTORICAL PROJECT on River Street consists of old tenant houses dating back to the 1930s. Local organizers of the project hope to revitalize the area and establish a park, after-school facility, assembly room, and archive center.




  [image: Old tenant houses from the Mayhaw School Community Historical Project are all that remain of a black community.]


   

      Old tenant houses from the Mayhaw School Community Historical Project are all that remain of a black community.


      


  

  Directions: Go north on S.R. 20 .3 miles from the intersection of S.R. 71 and S.R. 20, then right on River Street .7 miles to the corner of Ward and River Streets. The old buildings are behind a fence near a church.
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