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WEDDING ETIQUETTE BOOK
4th Edition



Dear Reader,

Congratulations on your engagement! Now get ready to enter the wonderful whirlwind of wedding planning! Just wait—you’ll have visions of cakes and gowns and diamonds dancing in your head (no matter how much you try to stop them!).

It really doesn’t matter how many weddings you have attended or how many times you have been a bridesmaid; it’s a very different story when you are the bride. The glory and the drama are all yours. Trivial details are not so trivial, a flower is not just a flower, and you now realize, yes, there are 100 shades of white—and you can tell the difference between them.

As a wedding planner, I have seen too many brides dwell on the what-ifs and doubt their choices amidst the din of others’ opinions. For these brides, planning a wedding became a growing source of anxiety, and all the time and money spent planning a beautiful day didn’t buy them the experience of really enjoying it.

The key is to keep it in perspective and remember that at the end of the day, the ultimate goal is to be married to the one you love.

Happy planning!
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These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten. You can read from cover to cover or just pick out information from our four useful boxes.
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From invites to thank-you notes—all you need to handle even the stickiest situations with ease
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For Joe and Jules—I can’t wait to plan your weddings!
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TOP TEN THINGS A GRACIOUS BRIDE KNOWS


	Others may not know proper etiquette, but that doesn’t mean you should ignore it.

	Be humble. You may be a bride now, but soon you will re-enter life as a mere mortal.

	Respect tradition, but give it your own personal spin.

	Mind your manners. “Please” and “thank you” will take you a long way.

	Your friends and family do not work for you but are happy to help you because they love you.

	Don’t assume anything. Ask questions and get the details in writing.

	Don’t keep guests waiting and don’t ask them to pay for anything.

	Treat your vendors kindly and they will do the same for you.

	Thank-you notes are a must. It is never wrong to express your thanks to your parents, your guests, and your vendors.

	If it doesn’t feel right, don’t do it. When in doubt, trust yourself.




Introduction

Trying on gowns, tasting cakes, breaking open the bubbly—talk about the time of your life! Go ahead and enjoy. Dive into that stack of bridal magazines and hop on the web to surf every fantastic wedding website—but remember you will eventually have to come to terms with the realities of wedding planning.

Planning a wedding can be a little overwhelming and slightly perplexing. Not only do you have a hundred different things to worry about, but your mother, future mother-in-law, and just about everyone you know is probably trying to tell you the right and wrong way to do things. Everyone, it seems, is an expert on weddings. So what’s a well-meaning bride to do? If you’ve never planned a wedding, how can you be expected to know what is and isn’t proper? Even if you have planned a wedding before, the definition of proper may be quite different than it was the first time.

Armed with the right information, you have the opportunity to take control of your wedding and the challenges that come with it. You can steer clear of the faux pas that have plagued so many brides. You can avoid the trap of doing things just because you think it is expected or because you think it must be okay if someone else did it. There’s no need to rely on maybes and what-ifs when the dos and don’ts of proper wedding etiquette are at your fingertips.

How do you determine what is proper? The basic principle of etiquette can be summed up simply as the idea of not offending, embarrassing, or upsetting others. While many questions of etiquette are simply a matter of common sense, other situations can be dealt with through consideration, communication, and a little kindness.

Marrying the complexities of wedding planning with the graciousness of etiquette is where The Everything® Wedding Etiquette Book comes in. This book will tell you how to solve contemporary etiquette dilemmas through practical advice while answering some of the most commonly asked wedding etiquette questions. Most importantly, this book recognizes that the world is an ever-changing place and that there are no hard and fast rules of etiquette anymore—what’s right for one bride may not be right for another. Many questions, especially those dealing with today’s complicated family dynamics, have no single correct answer; solutions to these types of dilemmas depend upon the particulars of each situation.

Throughout The Everything® Wedding Etiquette Book, the different aspects of planning and etiquette will be addressed with modern advice and answers that make sense in today’s world. This guide also pays attention to traditional etiquette so that even your grandmother will be happy. While it is designed to relieve some of the stress associated with wedding planning, it will also give you advice and insights on how to plan a fabulous wedding. Within these pages you will find the answers to any type of etiquette dilemma you and your fiancé may face. Keep this book handy and you’ll have the proper tools for dealing with any challenges that may come your way.

Congratulations, good luck, and enjoy!


CHAPTER 1

THE Question

“will you marry me?” Did you have any idea how quickly your life would be transformed when you were asked THE question? Visions of cakes, dresses, and champagne flutes are dancing in your head—a true sign that you are now a bride-to-be! Soon after announcing your wonderful news, you are setting a date, registering for gifts, and attending your engagement party. It is a whirlwind of activity, and quite possibly one of the most fun and fabulous times of your life.

The Proposal

An inspired proposal makes a great lifelong memory and begins your amazing wedding adventure. When it comes to asking for a hand in marriage, getting down on bended knee is “so yesterday.” Popping the question is a creative endeavor; airplane banners, billboards, radio dedications, webcasts, television commercials, and even scavenger hunts are the new norm. However, traditionalists need not be intimidated. Heartfelt words, poems, and love letters never go out of style.

Who Should Ask?

My boyfriend has hinted that he wants to get married, and he’s even been ring shopping, but he still has not proposed. Can I propose to him? You can certainly propose to him. Just be prepared; if he is a traditionalist, it may take him some time to adjust to the role reversal. Ultimately you know your fiancé well enough to anticipate his reaction, and if you are comfortable and confident with popping the question yourself, go for it! However, if you think he has been ring shopping, he may already have some plans in the works, so your patience may pay off.

Permission, Please

My fiancé and I agreed to get married before talking it over with my parents. Will they be upset that he didn’t consult them before proposing? In this day and age it is highly unusual for parents to frown on a man’s failure to ask for their daughter’s hand in marriage. However, you know your parents better than anyone else, and if they are the traditional type, you may have some explaining to do. Generally if your parents are informed of the engagement promptly after the proposal, there should be no hard feelings.

A Piece of the Rock

Oh, the ring! You have dreamed about it, looked for it, and waited for it. It is amazing how such a “little” thing can have such a huge impact on your life. Just like all the other facets of a wedding, with the ring come myriad questions, ideas, and expectations. You must research the options to make an informed decision about this important purchase.

The Engagement Ring

How do I go about making sure that I get the ring I want without appearing as if the ring is the most important part of the engagement? Many men put a great deal of effort into the quest for an engagement ring, so your best bet is to discuss the matter openly with your fiancé, making him aware of your concerns. Explain how important it is that you find a good ring, since it will be your most treasured possession. No doubt, he’ll quickly realize that your emphasis on this major purchase is well warranted.
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An engagement ring is a major investment and a valuable piece of jewelry. In order to protect this investment from any sort of loss, be sure to contact your homeowners or renters insurance company and have the ring added to your policy right away.



How much should an engagement ring cost? There is the modern myth that the cost of a ring should equal two months’ salary. The truth is some couples have an open-ended budget for the ring and others are just happy to have any ring. What is important is what the ring means to you and to your fiancé, not its price tag. An engagement ring should not cost more than you and your future spouse can afford to spend.

Beyond a Diamond

Can I wear a family heirloom as my engagement ring? Wearing a family heirloom is a wonderful way to preserve the memory of a beloved family member or carry on a family tradition. The ring may come from either your fiancé’s side of the family or your own.

My fiancé gave me an engagement ring with an emerald stone. Doesn’t the engagement ring need to be a diamond? Although diamonds are the most popular choice for engagement rings, they are by no means the only acceptable alternative. Designs with or without precious stones are all acceptable options for an engagement ring.

Ring Dilemmas

I have a beautiful ring from my first marriage. Can I wear that as my engagement ring? In a word, NO! Wearing the rings that were part of a marriage to someone else is insensitive and in very poor taste. If you have children from the previous marriage, put the ring aside for them or have the stone reset into a necklace or another piece of jewelry.

I would prefer to wear my engagement ring as a wedding ring once we are married. Is it absolutely necessary to have two rings? Many rings have unique designs that stand on their own, so wearing your engagement ring as a wedding ring is a very viable option. Prior to the wedding day, have the ring cleaned so it sparkles like new. Then pass it to the best man before the ceremony.
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In today’s world, an engagement and an engagement ring generally go hand-in-hand. The truth is you can be engaged without a ring now, or ever. An engagement is a promise to marry. The ring has come to symbolize that promise, but it is not a requirement.



Can I wear my engagement ring during the wedding ceremony? You can. Simply slip your engagement ring on your right hand, and following the ceremony, slip it back onto your left hand, above the wedding ring.

Wedding Rings

Who traditionally pays for the wedding bands? Traditional etiquette says the bride and/or her family should pay for the groom’s wedding band, and the groom and/or his family should pay for the bride’s wedding band.

Do our wedding bands have to match exactly? Although many couples today wear matching wedding bands, there is absolutely no rule to this effect. It really all plays into your sense of style. As a little something special, many couples choose to engrave the inside of their bands with their initials and the date of their wedding.

Once we’re married, should the wedding rings be worn at all times? Simply put, yes, although athletics, chores, and sometimes your job may call for you to take the ring off temporarily.

Family Matters

You may want to share your good news with the world, but don’t. Not yet anyway. Your families, your best friend, and any children or possibly even ex-spouses should be told first. Wouldn’t your mother be crushed if she heard the news from your aunt’s coworker’s drycleaner?

The Parents

How do we decide which set of parents to tell first? Traditionally the bride-to-be’s family is told first. The groom’s family is told next, and this should be done soon after.

Once we are engaged, should our parents contact each other? Traditionally, the groom’s family contacts the bride’s parents, either through a short note or phone call. Avoid e-mail, especially if this is their first contact. If the bride’s parents are divorced, the groom’s parents should call the parent who raised her and then call the other parent later. If the two families live close by, they can have brunch or drinks together and each can get an idea of the other’s expectations for the wedding. In some cases, it may be necessary for you and/or your fiancé to initiate this exchange.
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In today’s world, it’s unlikely that both sets of parents live in the same city or state as the bride and groom. Consider the possibility of using a webcam to announce the good news to everyone, at the same time, “in person.” It’s the next best thing to being there!



What if my parents and fiancé have never met? If you know the engagement is pending, as many do, try to bring your future husband home to spend a few days with your family before the engagement is official (or at least before sharing the news with everyone). Giving your parents and fiancé a chance to get to know each other before announcing your engagement starts you off on a solid foundation.

The “New” Family

My parents are divorced. Whom should I tell first? You know your family better than anyone else. If you still live with a parent, they should be the first to know. Otherwise, whichever parent you are the closest to is told first. On the other hand, if you know your dad loves your fiancé and your mom doesn’t, telling Dad first may be wise, as he may be able to help smooth it over with Mom.

What if one of us has children? If one of you has children, tell them right away. Don’t risk them feeling excluded. They will want to know how a new mother or father will affect them. While it is not essential that children of a divorce give their consent, tremendous compassion should be used in breaking the news.

How should I let my ex-spouse know I’m getting remarried? A phone call would be fine. If you have children together, they should not be the ones to announce the news to your ex-spouse. Prepare for questions about alimony payments or custody arrangements. If you don’t have kids, then your decision to tell your ex-spouse depends on your relationship with him.

What’s in a Name?

How do I find out what my in-laws want me to call them? If you are meeting your future in-laws for the first time, your fiancé should formally introduce you. This is the perfect moment to address this subject, as they will most likely tell you what to call them. Otherwise, simply ask. Chances are, if this is an issue for them, and sometimes it is, they will have said something directly to either you or your fiancé.

What should my fiancé’s children call me? You want the children to call you something they feel comfortable with, and that may just be referring to you by your first name. If you have been a part of the children’s lives throughout your dating relationship, the children have probably already decided what they are going to call you. If you are just coming into the children’s lives, you will need to have a discussion with your fiancé about this; he may even need to speak with his ex-spouse.

Announcing the Good News

After you’ve told family, it is time to share your joy with the world. No doubt the news will spread like wildfire at the sight of a ring on your finger. Before this happens, make an effort to personally contact your dearest friends and the special people in your life. On the other hand, it’s okay to let the ring speak for itself with casual friends, business associates, and acquaintances.

In Print

Should we announce our engagement in the newspaper? Publishing a formal announcement in the newspapers in your hometown and the city in which you work or currently live is a great way to spread the word and makes a great keepsake. Most newspapers have standard announcement formats to follow, which include names, education, and occupations of the bride, groom, and their parents and possibly a photograph. Check with your local paper for specifications.
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An engagement announcement for the newspaper typically reads as follows: Mr. and Mrs. (bride’s parents) of (their city, state) announce the engagement of their daughter, (bride’s first and middle name) to (groom’s full name), son of Mr. and Mrs. (groom’s parents’ names) of (their city, state). A (month/season) wedding is planned. (Or, no date has been set for the wedding.)



Does anyone still send out printed engagement announcements? In the name of tradition, many couples do. A formal announcement printed from your stationer adds a level of formality to the wedding plans and provides a nice memento for years to come. Formal engagement announcements are traditionally sent by the parents of the bride, but can also be sent by the couple or the hosts of the wedding. They include basic information such as the hosts, who is marrying, and the location of the wedding. No date or times are mentioned.

General Protocol

Are the bride’s parents the only ones who can make the engagement announcement? The traditional protocol for making an engagement announcement has the parents of the bride-to-be making the announcement of their daughter’s engagement. If the parents are divorced, then the mother makes the announcement, but the father must be mentioned. If a stepparent has raised you, that parent may make the announcement with your mother or father, but you should still mention the other parent. If both parents are deceased, then a close relative does the honors. If the couple is older and have been on their own, they may make the announcement themselves.

Let the Parties Begin!

Once all the major players have been notified, someone, usually your parents, will throw a party in honor of you and your fiancé. This party can be as formal or informal as the hosts would like. The engagement party marks the official beginning of the wedding season.

The Party

When is the engagement party held? The engagement party should coincide with the publication of your announcement in the newspapers, either at the same time or very soon after. If the engagement will be short, the party should be held as soon as possible so as not to interfere with any bridal showers or bachelorette parties.

What is the most traditional way to have an engagement party? The parents or mother of the bride hosts a party at which the formal announcement is made by the mother of the bride-to-be, and the groom is presented to the friends and family. If the bride lives in a different city from her parents, the party may be held where she lives so that more of her friends can be in attendance.

Can we have more than one engagement party? The bride’s parents usually have first dibs on throwing the engagement party, but the groom’s parents or your friends may want to throw a party too.

Gifts

Should I expect gifts at an engagement party? Gifts aren’t required but are often presented, so beginning your registry is a good idea. You should promptly send written thank-you notes for any gifts you receive.
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Most stores that offer a Bridal Gift Registry will supply the couple with small cards stating “Registered at… ” It is not acceptable to include these cards with your engagement party invitation or your engagement announcement. Remember, announcing your engagement is not a license to ask for gifts.



Do I have to register for gifts? A bridal registry is a service that can only help you and your guests. While many couples hold off on completing their registries until later (see Chapter 8), registering for some items now will provide guests with guidance should they choose to purchase an engagement present. Most department and specialty stores offer a free bridal registry service and a staff consultant who will advise you on what items might be useful for your new home.


CHAPTER 2

The Business of Being a Bride

you thought planning a wedding was going to be fun. Well, it is fun, but it’s also serious business. You are more than a bride. You are, in essence, the CEO of your wedding. You oversee vendors, crunch numbers, and keep friends and family happy and on task, all while organizing one of the most important days of your life. Approach your wedding planning with the same savvy you employ in life, and you will be right on track.

Finding the Right Info

Weddings are a big business, and the amount of information out there can seem overwhelming. Taking some time to discover what wedding planning really entails will help you make informed decisions. Be sure to take advantage of anything that will help you gather information and educate yourself.

What’s Online?

Can I plan my wedding on the Internet? A large portion of your research and preplanning can be done with the Internet, but there are things you must do in person. There are numerous websites for all aspects of planning, from finding a dress to mapping out the honeymoon. In the case of wedding vendors, it cannot be stressed enough that you should always meet with a vendor in person before signing any contracts. You can also use the Internet to take advantage of the many bridal websites that are loaded with planning tools, advice, real wedding stories, and paid vendor advertisements. Of course, there are tons of fabulous wedding products out there that you can order online. Truly, the Internet can cut out a lot of legwork and telephone calls, and most of the research can be done at your convenience.
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Bridal blogs are a unique way to gather “insider” info. Brides are not shy about their feelings, and you can learn from their planning triumphs and tribulations by reading their blogs. Just remember that this is one bride’s personal view of wedding planning. Let the information guide you, but be sure to do your own homework too.



Hitting the Streets

I am thinking about attending a bridal show. Is it worth the effort? It is definitely worth the effort. Once you are there, you have a great deal of information right at your fingertips. Seize the opportunity to meet vendors on the spot, see or taste samples of their work, and get a brief idea about their personality or style. From there, you can decide which vendors to meet with to discuss your wedding. If you go, wear comfortable shoes, bring your mom (or one friend), a sturdy bag to tote literature in, a camera, and a notepad.

What is a wedding planning showroom? At a wedding planning showroom (also referred to as a bridal showroom or a resource center), vendors display their work and products. You can come at your leisure with no obligation to view their work, gather information, and talk to the store personnel about your wedding plans. They are like super-convenient, year-round bridal shows with personal service.

The Planning Path

You already have a life, right? You have a job, a family, and social obligations, but now you have a wedding to plan. Even if you are entertaining the idea of hiring a wedding planner, you still need to be organized and on top of the planning. There are simply too many items and issues that only you can take care of. Keeping the paperwork, swatches, and forms organized will help you keep your sanity from the beginning of the planning until your walk down the aisle.

Staying Organized

How do I stay organized and on top of my planning? First, a filing system for hard copies of contracts and other forms should be established for your home and kept there for safekeeping. For your mobile planning, a three-ring binder with sheet protectors is the way to go. Make copies of contracts for the binder, place swatches and color chips in the pockets, and fill it up with tear-outs from magazines and other items that inspire you for your wedding. This system is easy to update and makes a perfect traveling companion.

Staying on Track

How do I know what I am supposed to do and when? A comprehensive planning checklist will provide you with guidance and a general schedule of what needs to be done and when. Let the checklist keep you on track as you plan and nothing will slip through the cracks.

Working with the Pros

Plan and plan, cross your “t’s” and dot your “i’s,” but on the wedding day, your plans are in the hands of your vendors. The relationship you establish with your wedding vendors plays a major role in the success of the wedding day. If chosen wisely, vendors will be great allies. Research their qualifications and make sure you and the vendor have a good rapport and see eye to eye personality- and style-wise.

Finding the One

The ads in bridal magazines and on the web are so confusing. Everyone says they are “the best.” How do I really know if a vendor is reliable and trustworthy? These ads are placed by the vendors themselves, so of course they are going to be glowing endorsements. Search the Internet for reviews about the vendor. Unhappy brides tend to find a way to make themselves heard. Also ask each vendor for references, but keep in mind that vendors are not going to give you the phone numbers of people who are unhappy with their services. Finally, ask your wedding planner or your location manager for recommendations.
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