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“Time takes her toll and the memory fades

but his glory is broken, in the magic that he made … ”

—Phil Ochs, “Crucifixion”

“The wicked persecute the good

with the blindness of the passion that animates them,

while the good pursue the wicked with a wise discretion.”

—St. Augustine

“One’s file, you know, is never quite complete; a case

is never really closed, even after a century, when all

the participants are dead.”

—Graham Greene, The Third Man

“I would be an historian as Herodotus was,

looking for oneself for the evidence of what is said.”

—Charles Olson
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Introduction

by Ed Sanders

What a calamity to American history was the murder of Robert Kennedy! How different would the course of the United States have been if a rogue and powerful group had not killed, and covered up his murder, and the murders of John Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr. as well.

I began researching and compiling files on the Robert Kennedy assassination during my work in early 1970s for my book The Family, about the Manson group, published in 1971. Then in 1972, my investigative associate, Larry Larsen, who had helped me research the book, reported from a law enforcement source about the possibility of a connection between Manson and the murder of someone, Larsen told me, because of her knowledge of “something she was not supposed to overhear either in regards to Sirhan Sirhan or about Sirhan.”

By 1974, I had learned even more and decided to write a poem about the final years of Robert Kennedy. I worked on and off on RFK for the next six years. Beginning in 1980, I turned to other researches and projects, setting aside the Kennedy poem, though I had collected around 4,000 pages of FBI files, and several bankers boxes of sleuthery into the case.

Over the years, I always looked for, then clipped and filed whatever information and articles would appear about RFK and the ongoing investigations of his murder but busied myself with writing books such as my collected poems, Thirsting for Peace in a Raging Century, and various recording projects for my band, The Fugs, plus books such as Chekhov, 1968: A History in Verse, and The Poetry and Life of Allen Ginsberg. I also wrote two new editions of The Family, in 1990 and in 2002.

Beginning in the 1980s and 1990s, much important new information has been made available to the public. For instance, in 1988 the California State Archives received voluminous files, tapes, photos and official reports, previously unread by the public, from the Los Angeles Police Department’s investigation of the RFK shooting. That same year, the large Robert F. Kennedy Assassination Archive (RFKAA) at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth was assembled by author and professor of political science Philip Melanson and the RFK Assassination Archive Committee of the University Library. Original materials, including research files, audiotape interviews, videotapes and news clippings were donated in several installments by a number of private individuals investigating the case. To this core collection were added thousands of pages of FBI documents, released by the Freedom of Information Act to the university, between 1984 and 1986.

All of this voluminous information was very useful when, in 2008, for the fortieth anniversary of RFK’s murder, I wrote a poem about the final day, June 4, 1968. After that I continued work on the RFK project, which has grown over the decades to over fifteen bankers boxes of investigative files, and has resulted in the text of Broken Glory: The Final Years of Robert F. Kennedy.

During these years, I also wrote a biography of the actress Sharon Tate, which was published in 2016. The noted artist Rick Veitch drew brilliant illustrations for my biography of Tate, and then Veitch began creating illustrations for Broken Glory: The Final Years of Robert F. Kennedy.

Robert Kennedy was shot and killed just minutes after giving his victory speech in a hotel ballroom after winning the California Democratic presidential primary in Los Angeles. It was a humble and positive speech. Kennedy had more campaigning to do, but he realized that the Presidency was well within his reach, and that he could then have a big impact on war and peace, on racial justice, on a fair economic shake for all the people, and to bring to justice at last to those who had killed John F. Kennedy.

RFK was a remarkable American leader, forged in the Civil Rights struggle while he was US attorney general during John Kennedy’s administration, and then later, as a senator, involved in the eye-opening, ever-growing challenge to halt the war in Vietnam, his work against apartheid, and unselfish activism for prosperity for all humans. He was a great and inspirational candidate, forged in the tragedy and suffering about which Aeschylus wrote, in a religious context, that it would fall drop by drop upon the heart “until in our own despair, against our will, comes wisdom through the awful grace of God.”

The future will bring forth the full story of RFK’s martyrdom. May this book of text and illuminating illustrations help heal this half-century wound in the body politic of the United States. I am certain that there exists out there information for further elucidation, perhaps in dusty research transfile boxes kept in the loft of a garage, or in long-unused filing cabinets—may this book help inspire that this information be brought forward into the “hard Sophoclean light.”

Note on Sources

I have used information in the text of Broken Glory from a large number of sources, particularly from outstanding researchers such as Philip Melanson, William Turner, Jonn Christian, Lynn Mangan, and Lisa Pease. I have also utilized material from the court filings of attorneys William Pepper and Laurie Dusek on behalf of Sirhan Sirhan, particularly reports by Dr. Daniel P. Brown, Associate Clinical Professor in Psychology at Harvard Medical School, who wrote reports for Sirhan’s defense based upon his hypnosis of Sirhan Sirhan over a number of years. Dr. Brown’s reports, for instance, presented claims by Sirhan Sirhan that he had been programmed during the days leading up to Robert Kennedy’s assassination by a person or persons with whom Sirhan had been communicating over a ham radio set located in Sirhan’s home in Pasadena.

Salute to RFK Researchers

There have been a good number of researchers and tireless seekers after the truth about the killing of Robert Kennedy, who have done remarkable work over the years. Key among these are Philip Melanson, Greg Stone, Allard Lowenstein, William Turner, Jonn Christian; Lillian Castellano and Floyd Nelson of the CTKA (Citizens for Truth about the Kennedy Assassination); Bud Fensterwald of the Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Vincent Bugliosi, William Harper, Ted Charach, Betsy Langman, Alexander Cockburn, Shane O’Sullivan, Baxter Ward, Larry Larsen, Peter Noyes, Paul Schrade, William Pepper, Laurie Dusek, Dr. Daniel Brown, Alan Scheflin, Jim DiEugenio, Mary Ferrell, Donald Bain, Donald Freed, Dr. Eduard Simson-Kallas, Jim Kostman, Mae Brussell, James Lesar, Robert Blair Kaiser, Rush Harp, Walter Bowart, Robert Cutler, Richard Sprague; Jeff Cohen, Judith Farrar, Carl Oglesby, Bob Katz and Martin Lee of the Assassination Information Bureau, great researcher Lynn Mangan, Lawrence Teeter, Lisa Pease and others.

Thanks

Thanks to Larry Larsen, Martin Lee, Paul Fitzgerald, Peter Noyes, Miriam Sanders, Donald Freed, Tom Pacheco, Maury Terry, Bob Katz, Carl Oglesby, Alexander Cockburn, Vincent Bugliosi, William Turner, Carl George, Barry Farrell, Robert Cutler, Mae Brussell, Robert Blair Kaiser, Andrea Wyatt, Bud Fensterwald, John Rose, Rush Harp, Duncan Harp, William Pepper, Frank Morales, Judith Farrar of the RFK Assassination Archives at UMass Dartmouth, Nick Lyons and others for help in researching this book and helping its publication.

Also, a life-long thanks to my bardic mentors, Charles Olson and Allen Ginsberg.
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“Wisdom comes through the awful grace of God.”



Jackie after November 22


Jackie had urged him to read

Edith Hamilton’s The Greek Way

(which had just come out in paperback)

not long after JFK’s visit to Dallas.




He read it carefully, also Hamilton’s Three Greek Plays,




and he became fascinated with Aeschylus,

who believed most fervently

in the fierce shaping of humanity

on the fate-beating forge of earned & unearned suffering




till “wisdom comes

through the awful grace of God.”



JFK Talks about His Own Assassination And That of Robert Kennedy Also


November 22, in their hotel suite in Fort Worth in the morning,

the President read a full-page ad

in the Dallas Morning News

addressed to him.

It was bordered in black.




“WELCOME MR. KENNEDY. Because of your

policy, thousands of Cubans have been imprisoned,

are starving and being persecuted—with thousands

already murdered and thousands more awaiting execution

and, in addition, the entire population of almost

7,000,000 Cubans are living in slavery.

“Why have you approved the sale of wheat

and corn to our enemies when you know the Communist

soldiers ‘travel on their stomachs’ just as ours do?

Communist soldiers are daily wounding and/or killing

American soldiers in South Viet Nam.”

JFK handed the ad to his wife, who read it and he said,

“We’re heading into nut country today.

But Jackie, if somebody wants to shoot me

from a window with a rifle,

nobody can stop it, so why worry

about it?

“You know,” said JFK, “last night would have been

a hell of a night to assassinate a president. I mean it.

There was the rain, and the night,

and we were all getting jostled.

Suppose a man had a pistol in a briefcase.”

The President aimed his right hand,

as if it were a pistol,

at the wall, his thumb

serving as a hammer.

“Then he could have dropped the gun and the

briefcase, and melted away in the crowd.”

JFK just before his final motorcade

had described his own murder

& 4 ½ years later RFK’s

jostled by the crowd in the pantry.1



Kennedy Family Message to the Kremlin


In early December 1963

Robert Kennedy and Jacqueline Kennedy

sent a trusted family friend,

William Walton,

to deliver a secret message

to the Soviet leadership

on what the Kennedys considered

the true cause of the assassination—

that there was a right-wing conspiracy

behind the guns of Dallas

& that RFK

would seek higher office
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“We’re heading into nut country today.”


& would eventually

seek the Presidency

to continue the voyage of peace

JFK had begun.2



Possibly Running for Vice President


One burning issue in 1964

had RFK running for vice president under LBJ.

An April ’64 Gallup poll:

48% for RFK 18% for Stevenson

10% for Hubert Humphrey.3

When Goldwater won the Republican nomination

as a fairly ultra-rightist

LBJ felt he no longer needed RFK

on the ticket.4



Hickory Hill


Hickory Hill had been the headquarters of the Union Army

during the Civil War—a large, white-hued mansion

in the “rolling country” of McLean, Virginia.

Robert and Ethel had moved into it in ’55.

It was near CIA headquarters.

Hickory Hill had been originally built in 1810,

stood on a slight hill with lawns on the slopes,

with a tennis court and a pool with a bath house.




The house had emblems of history:

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation

mounted on an easel

in the den.

On tables: autographed pictures of Herbert Hoover,

Konrad Adenauer, Winston Churchill.
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Hickory Hill


On a wall JFK’s Inaugural Address inscribed to Bobby

& near the entry to the house

a letter from FDR to RFK, then 14, complimenting him

on his stamp collecting hobby, and inviting him

to the White House to view FDR’s own collection.5



Runs for Senate from New York
August 22, 1964


Robert Kennedy announced his candidacy for

US Senator from New York

His brother Edward had suffered a horrid plane crash

the previous June

& had caused Robert to consider leaving politics,

but then the wild reception he’d felt

traveling to Europe

made him realize he could not give up

JFK’s Dream.6

Robert Kennedy won the Senate race

& was sworn in on January 4, 1965.7



Doubts on Vietnam


His doubts about the wisdom of the War Caste’s

Vietnam war

& the ever-increasing aerial bombing

with napalm and defoliation

started slowly, then grew and grew.

Kennedy went to South America in the fall o’ ’65

and praised Johnson’s leadership in ’Nam

and talked about the US’s difficulties

in securing peace in Southeast Asia.8
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Senate run


December 5, 1965, Kennedy was asked on Meet the Press

if he favored halting the bombing of North Vietnam

in order to bring about negotiations.

RFK said yes to this.

He said that military parts of the strife

were being excessively emphasized

over economics & politics.

1965 December,

184,300 US troops in ’Nam.9

Johnson had ordered a holiday bombing pause

around Christmas of ’65.

There was much debate

whether it should continue

including a meeting with leaders

of Congress on January 20,

then on January 25 ordered it to resume.10

February ’66,

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

held two weeks of hearings on Vietnam.

RFK was very attentive to those hearings,

several times watched them

as a spectator in the room.

Then prepared his own statement,

which he made on February 19

just before leaving on a skiing trip

with his family.

He said, “There are three routes available

to the United States

in its involvement in Vietnam—

military victory, unilateral withdrawal, or

a peaceful settlement.”
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Haiphong harbor bombed


The only way to move forward

was a negotiated settlement

with the National Liberation Front

(The Viet Cong)

to recognize “the fact that there are

discontented elements in South Vietnam,

Communist and non-Communist, who desire

to change the existing political

and economic system of the country.”

These elements, argued RFK,

must be brought in

for a “share of power and responsibility”

in a successful negotiated settlement

to end the military battles.11

Key administration officials such as

VP Hubert Humphrey

& McGeorge Bundy

spoke against bringing the NLF

into negotiations.

RFK sought to minimize the

differences with LBJ

but the media puffed them up.

He was now committed

to a political resolution

& negotiation

to resolve

the Vietnamese Conflict.12

In June 1966

Johnson and the Military

added Haiphong harbor

to the bombing targets




RFK issued a statement

which challenged the step

to retard North Vietnam’s ability

to send supplies to the Viet Cong.
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Cape Town


“Unfortunately,” wrote Kennedy, “past escalations

have been accompanied by assurances that this

would be the case. Those predictions,

as most concerning Vietnam

in the last twenty years,

have been wrong.”




Two of Johnson’s good friends,

Senators Mike Mansfield and William Fulbright,

strongly opposed LBJ on Vietnam.13



Robert Kennedy’s Powerful Speech in South Africa
June 6, 1966


In the fall of 1965 a medical student invited Senator Kennedy to

deliver the annual Day of Affirmation of Academic

and Human Freedom speech at the University of Cape Town.

RFK accepted but the apartheid gov’t stalled for months granting a visa

and finally giving it for only four days.

On June 4, Robert and Ethel, plus RFK’s secretary Angie Novello

and RFK staff member Adam Walinsky

flew to Johannesburg

greeted by a big crowd at the airport.

June 5 to Pretoria where prime minister Verwoerd

refused to see the Senator.

June 6 to Cape Town to deliver the speech,

with 3,000 greeting him at the airport.

Adam Walinsky had written a draft back in DC.

Allard Lowenstein read it, and urged he make it stronger.

Richard Goodwin was asked to help

and the speech was finalized.

RFK went over it one more time

on the way to Cape Town University
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“At the heart of that Western freedom and democracy is the belief that the individual man, the child of God, is the touchstone of value.”


where there were 18,000 on hand to greet RFK

& shout and cheer his words—




RFK biographer Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.

judged it “Kennedy’s greatest speech.”




He began: “I come here this evening because of my

deep interest and affection for a land settled by the Dutch

in the mid-seventeenth century, then taken over by the British,

and at last independent; a land in which the native inhabitants

were at first subdued, but relations with whom remain a problem

to this day; a land which defined itself on a hostile frontier;

a land which has tamed rich natural resources through the

energetic application of modern technology; a land which was

once the importer of slaves, and now must struggle

to wipe out the last traces of that former bondage.

I refer, of course, to the United States of America.

“But I am glad to come here—and my wife and I and all of our party

are glad to come here to South Africa, and we’re glad to come

to Cape Town. I am already greatly enjoying my stay and my visit

here. I am making an effort to meet and exchange views

with people of all walks of life, and all segments of South African

opinion, including those who represent

the views of the government….

“This is a Day of Affirmation, a celebration of liberty. We stand here

in the name of freedom. At the heart of that Western freedom

and democracy is the belief that the individual man,

the child of God, is the touchstone of value, and all society,

all groups and states exist for that person’s benefit.

Therefore, the enlargement of liberty for individual human beings

must be the supreme goal and the abiding practice

of any Western society.”

The speech continues for 8 full pages, ending as follows:

“So we part, I to my country and you to remain.

We are, if a man of 40 can claim the privilege,

fellow members of the world’s largest younger generation.

Each of us have our own work to do. I know at times you must feel

very alone with your problems and with your difficulties.
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Mandela


But I want to say how I—impressed I am with the stand—

with what you stand for and for the effort that you are making;

and I say this not just for myself, but men and women

all over the world. And I hope you will often take heart

from the knowledge that you are joined with your fellow young

people in every land, they struggling with their problems and you

with yours, but all joined in a common purpose; that,

like the young people of my own country and of every country

that I have visited, you are all in many ways more closely united

to the brothers of your time than to the older generations

in any of these nations. You’re determined to build a better future.

“President Kennedy was speaking to the young people of America,

but beyond them to young people everywhere, when he said:

‘The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor

will light our country and all who serve it; and the glow from that fire

can truly light the world.’ And, he added, ‘With a good conscience

our only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds,

let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and

His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s work

must truly be our own.’”



The Senator spent his last day in Johannesburg, where he toured

Soweto where 500,000 blacks lived hemmed in by

wire fences through which they could enter & depart

after showing identity cards.

Afterward, many placed pictures of RFK from the newspapers

on the walls of their housing.14

Mandela


In prison on nearby Robben Island

was African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela

who would not be released for another 24 years

after RFK’s speech in Cape Town

with the final fall of Apartheid

in 1990.
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“I never thought it was the Cubans. If anyone was involved it was organized crime. But there’s nothing I can do about it.”

A Conversation about JFK Assassination

On July 25, 1966

confidant Richard Goodwin

had stayed at RFK’s UN Plaza suite.

(Goodwin had been a speechwriter for John Kennedy

and then an Assistant Secretary of State

for Latin American Affairs.

He’d helped to create the Alliance For Progress,

a Latin America economic development program,

set up by JFK in ’61, & helped write

the recent speech in Cape Town.)

He’d just written a friendly review of

Edward Epstein’s Inquest: The Warren Commission and

the Establishment of Truth,

which was the first book on the assassination

to make criticism of the Warren Commission “respectable”

& which suggested there was more than one gunman.


During their discussions that evening

Goodwin brought up JFK.

RFK was very hesitant.

Then Goodwin suggested hiring an investigator.

“You might try Carmine Bellino,” said Robert.

“He’s the best in the country.”

Later that night RFK said,

“I never thought it was the Cubans.

If anyone was involved it was organized crime.

But there’s nothing I can do about it.

Not now.”15

President Charles de Gaulle of France

on September 2, 1966

harshly denounced the American intervention

in Vietnam

but offered to mediate between the US & ’Nam,

an offer Johnson quickly rebuffed.16



A Young Man Who Wanted to Become a Jockey


He was a Christian Palestinian

and a citizen of Jordan,

born in Jerusalem on March 19, 1944.

When 12, he moved to the US with his family,

settling in California. Shortly thereafter his father

Bishara moved back to the Middle East.

In the 1960s, his mother Mary and her three sons lived in a small

house on East Howard Street in Pasadena.

Sirhan graduated from John Muir High School in Pasadena

& attended Pasadena City College.




He was a fan of the racetrack, slight of form,

& hungered to become a jockey.

In ’66 he was working as a stable boy

for a trainer at Santa Anita Race Track

named Gordon Bowsher

but was unhappy because Bowsher

only employed him as a “hot walker”

(someone who walks alongside a horse

holding a lead rope

until it has cooled down &

its coat has dried after workouts),

while Sirhan was seeking to be an “exercise boy,”

one who actually rides the steed

during exercising

—on his way to becoming a jockey.




So Sirhan telephoned an acquaintance named Frank Donnarauma

to see if he had a job for him. Donnarauma

said he had nothing

but the next night called Sirhan at home on Howard Street

in Pasadena

& informed him there was a job opening

at the Granja Vista del Rio Ranch

owned by one Bert C. Altfillisch

in Norco, California

near Corona in Riverside County.

Donnarauma told Sirhan, yeah, he’d get a chance as an exercise boy,

so Sirhan went out there & was hired—

but first he had to work at everything associated with the horses.

Then Sirhan, known at the ranch as Sol,

led a protest of exercise boys.

Apparently, they were ready to strike—they wanted to exercise

colts in the morning, but nothing else in the afternoon

(such as grooming or stable work).

Sol/Sirhan delivered a speech after which Altfillisch

refused to budge, saying if they didn’t

like their routines, they could leave.17

A female coworker of Sirhan’s

at the Granja Vista del Rio

Ranch later told the FBI that

Sirhan “lived near the

corner of Fifth and Hamner in Norco, Calfornia.

She believes that he lived alone or with someone who

worked in the area. She said she was never at his residence

but had seen his car parked on that corner several times and

assumed that he lived right in that area.

“She said he did not like the Norco area and commented

that he had traveled home most of the time on weekends to

Pasadena and that he continually talked about how much better

Pasadena was than Norco.”18
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Wanted to be a jockey


An exercise boy named Edward Antwerp

lived with Sirhan at the Highlander Motel and another place

for about five months. Antwerp told the FBI

“About all he did at the motel was sit around quietly drinking

tea in great quantities. Sirhan went home

to Pasadena on weekends.”19



Fall from a Horse
September 25, 1966


There was a heavy fog upon

the exercise track on a Sunday morn along the

bottomlands of the Santa Ana River.

Some owners had driven from LA to

view their quarter horses running

and were unhappy when the trainers

hesitated because of the fog.

There were a total of three steeds

ready to race

in the fierceness of the fog.

(Sirhan, using jockey talk,

called it “breezing the filly.”)20

—page 71, File 1, Sirhan’s Medical Records

Philip Melanson, RFK archive, UMass Dartmouth

The contest began, & Sirhan’s horse,

a chestnut mare named Hy-Vera

had maybe a half-length lead

when there was a foggy collision

and Sirhan was thrown down to the mud.

He lay there, semiconscious

crying out
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Sol


until an ambulance arrived

and took him to Corona Community Hospital.

Dr. Richard A. Nelson was one of the doctors

and later told the FBI: “Sirhan questioned all of

the medical applications and all medicines administered

to him and appeared unduly frightened

of the various treatments.

He was one of the most reluctant patients

I ever had.”

(Sirhan picked up his final check from Altfillisch

on December 6, 1966, his dreams of becoming

a jockey dashed.)21

The time track is somewhat confused,

but Sirhan apparently

was hospitalized overnight but signed himself out

the next day, and was back at work in a week

Then the next week, he again fell, reopening the eye-cut

so that he returned to the hospital.

“At first, Dr. Richard Nelson referred him to two

eye specialists working out of the same office in Corona,

Dr. Paul Nilsson and Dr. Milton Miller.

Sirhan complained he suffered pain, blurring,

and ‘extreme motion’ in his eyes, but they found no

evidence of an eye injury, and Miller thought Sirhan

was exaggerating.”22



Millard Skeets Comforted Sirhan after His Fall


Horse owner Millard Skeets

told the FBI

that after Sirhan and the others

raced off into the fog

for just a few seconds
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A foggy collision


“he heard the horses squealing

and there was a crashing sound

and someone screamed.”

Skeets told the FBI “he ran down the track to a distance

of about 3/16 mile

and he found Sirhan lying in the dirt

against a post on the railing.

“At first he saw some blood in Sirhan’s ear

and suspected an internal injury; however, he saw later

the blood came from facial cuts

and was merely running into his ear.

“Within the space of about two minutes

Sirhan was conscious and appeared frightened

because he could not see due to the mud

and blood in his eyes.

“He was bewildered and frightened, thinking he was blind.”

Mr. Skeets comforted Sirhan, holding his head

in his lap, waiting for the ambulance.

(The Corona Community Hospital

admission form states

that this was the first visit to a doctor

in Sirhan Sirhan’s life.)

Skeets told the FBI that Sirhan

returned to the Granja Vista del Rio Ranch

the second day after the accident

& Sirhan thanked him

for his help after the accident.23

On the other hand, Sirhan’s close friend, Terry Welch,

told the FBI that Sirhan

was in the hospital for several weeks

after the fall.



From Medical Records, Corona Community Hospital
9-25-66 11:30 a.m.


“Problem: Fell from race horse, hit fence, sustained multiple injuries:

Contusion of the left subscapular-dorsal area

Laceration and hematoma of left upper lid

Bilateral sand foreign bodies of the eyes

Contusion of the left hand

Lacerations of the chin-neck

Multiple superficial abrasions.

“This 22 yr old Arabian male was riding a race horse when it veered

toward the fence and he fell off, causing the above-described injuries.

He was brought in by ambulance. Clothing was removed and the

above-described injuries noted and treated.

Eyes were irrigated with saline after 1/4% Pontocaine gtts.

Neosporin ung.

Chin laceration sutured

Spine, hand, shoulder films reviewed by Dr. Deeb,

most probably negative.

“Pa tient has never been to a doctor, no major previous injuries.

No surgery, no major medical illness. Denies knowledge of TB

or Cancer or diabetes.

“System review is totally negative.

“Background: has been in US for some years studying, apparently

has finished college, but prefers riding horses, has aspirations to

become a jockey.24

—page 45 of 100-page File 1, “Sirhan Medical,”

Philip Melanson, RFK archive, UMass Dartmouth



Sirhan’s Friend Says Sirhan Was Hospitalized for Two Weeks


A fellow worker at Granja Vista

was Terry Welch, who considered

Sirhan “his closest friend”

during those months

when both were exercise boys.




Welch told the FBI

Sirhan was in the hospital for a couple of weeks after the fall.

Sirhan’s head and back injuries resulted

in Sirhan becoming partially blinded in his left eye.

“Welch advised that Sirhan underwent a complete personality change after the above-described accident. He stated that prior to that time, Sirhan had been good natured and easy to get along with. He was popular with other employees at the horse farm.
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