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Introduction



“Her personality makes her prettier.” I heard that sentence in a crowded elevator shortly after moving to New York. I paused and repeated the sentence to myself. I liked both the sound of the words and the sentiment, so I reached in my bag for a pen and paper while repeating the sentence over and over as a mantra. I often repeat a sentence until I am able to record it: “I’m thirty fuckin’ years old already, ya know. I’m thirty fuckin’ years old already, ya know. I’m thirty fuckin’ years old already, ya know.”

I’ve been called an eavesdropper, but I don’t listen in on entire conversations. What I find interesting is sentences taken out of context. I heard in a Japanese restaurant: “Did I tell you about the time my boss bit me?” And while standing on the platform waiting for my train, I heard the man next to me declare, “Just think what I could have done without her!”

I grew up in suburban Ohio and moved to New York City as soon as I finished college. The chaos and diversity of the city thrills me and I don’t go anywhere without a notebook, pen, and camera. In this city, there are no secrets: I often hear the most intimate and personal information on a crowded subway, elevator, or street corner while waiting for the light to change.
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