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Foreword


BY BRIGADIER ROGER NOBLE, COMMANDER 3RD BRIGADE
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‘Well, MacLagan,’ said Bridges as they parted, ‘you haven’t thanked me yet.’


‘Yes, Sir, I do thank you for the great honour of having this job to do with my brigade,’ was the reply. ‘But if we find the Turks holding these ridges in any strength, I honestly don’t think you’ll ever see the 3rd Brigade again.’


‘Oh, go along with you!’ said Bridges, laughing.


Conversation between Major General Bridges, Commander 1st Australian Division, and Colonel Ewen Sinclair-MacLagan, Commander 3rd Infantry Brigade, aboard HMS Prince of Wales, the Dardanelles, 24 April 1915.


In some ways nothing much has changed in the 100 years since Major General Bridges farewelled the first commander of the 3rd Brigade on the afternoon before the ANZAC landing. The Australian soldier’s sense of humour, obvious in the exchange between Bridges and Sinclair-MacLagan, remains a strong characteristic to this day. The 3rd Brigade has quietly and busily moved into its second century of service with soldiers deployed on operations in Afghanistan and the remainder of the formation standing ready as the backbone of any short-notice Australian military response force. This posture is entirely consistent with the 100-year history, culture and purpose of the 3rd Brigade.


The history of the 3rd Brigade is in many ways a reflection of the history of the Australian Army. First ashore at Gallipoli, the soldiers of the 3rd Brigade — the ‘All Australian Brigade’ — led the way uphill on what was to become a moment of seminal national importance. For the Army it was also a watershed event followed by three more bloody years of grinding warfare in France and Belgium. The brigade fought long and hard on the Western Front and played its part in building the outstanding reputation of the first AIF and, with it, the foundation traditions of our young army. The brigade then briefly disbanded, not an unusual experience for our army, before being re-raised in the militia — long the backbone of Australia’s defence. In the militia it served throughout the Second World War performing duties in both Darwin and its future home, Townsville. Again disbanded post-war, it surfaced on the vanguard of the professional regular army leading the force generation and deployment of our forces into South Vietnam. In its new home in Townsville, and commanding the ‘new’ but already experienced units of the post-war regular army, it has continued for almost 40 years as the core ready force of the Australian Army and the Australian Defence Force. It is appropriate that this is where it stands today, quietly ready on the centenary of its formation.


So what do the next 100 years hold for the 3rd Brigade? The obvious answer is to expect more of the same. The expectation from those within the brigade, our leadership and the community is that this formation will always stand ready to defend the national interest at short notice, wherever and whenever required. To be able to do this requires a professional, disciplined and innovative force characterised by soldiers of the highest quality and unshakeable core values and beliefs.


The formation must also retain its inherent capacity to change, adapt and innovate. The last 15 years of our first century have seen a continuous series of operations centred on East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. This has driven significant change and a profound period of modernisation. The army of 2015 is modern and able to exploit and access the full range of technologies, systems and capabilities employed by first world armies at this point in history. This is only possible because Australian soldiers are relentlessly curious and are always seeking to find better ways and means to get the job done. We also have the strong backing and support of our community and the Australian people. If we retain these characteristics then the brigade of 2115 should be able to look back at the 2015 organisation with quaint interest in how we did business ‘back then’, but should also be able to trace a thread of enduring core human attributes that remain strong and evident on our 200th anniversary.


I expect the brigade of 2115 to still reside in Townsville, although I suspect it may be in the middle of town by then. Our long-term home of 48 years is the ideal location and provides a supportive community for an organisation such as the 3rd Brigade. Townsville, located on the edge of our immediate region, remains an excellent force projection base or launch-pad for operations. I believe generations of our soldiers will continue to leave Australia for operations through Townsville’s sea and air ports just as they did in the Vietnam era of the 1960s and 70s. We are now literally part of the community and that connection and support has served us well in war and peace. It is also critical to acknowledge the long-term support, patience and encouragement offered to the brigade by the people of Townsville and North Queensland. It is a prize we must continue to treasure and build.


It is a given that the next 100 years will hold moments and events that will sorely test Australia and her soldiers. The key for the 3rd Brigade is to remain ready for these moments in history when soldiers count and when all rely on them. It is at these points that every ounce of tradition and heritage will matter and 100 years of courage can bind us together. My expectation of our successors is that they will see the challenge, respect the service and performance of their forebears and charge ahead and uphill, regardless of the threat, just as this brigade did on 25 April 1915 and has been doing ever since.


I conclude with a short poem from one of North Queensland and Australia’s great soldiers, Brigadier ‘Warry’ George Mansford. It is purposefully written for those who will come after us — the future Anzacs. It will be as relevant in 2115 as it is today and reminds us all that we are not the first to serve, nor the last, and that we are inexorably and powerfully bound together through time.


Think of the ANZACs


Comes a time when young soldiers will ask,


‘How do I know I’m really fit for the task?


If in battle and the chips are down,


can I be sure I won’t let our mob down?’


The answer of course is so very clear.


Just think of the ANZACs no longer here.


Cos they were Aussies, no different to you,


young, eager, larrikins and ever true blue.


They too had doubts but never wore a frown,


despite dangers, still smiled, never looked down.


Sometimes confusion from a general’s flawed plan,


always the cry, ‘Keep going, let’s do the best we can!’


No matter the tasks, doubts, risks or cruel weather,


they went forward as one, comrades together.


When no officers were left, it was still ‘Let’s go!’


They knew what was to be done to beat the foe.


So look after your mates who are part of the team,


be careful, be tough but never cruel or mean.


And remember that fortune favours those who dare,


the ANZACs are watching, good luck and take care.


 


Brigadier R.J.H. Noble, DSC, CSC
 Commander 3rd Brigade
 April 2015




Foreword


PROUDLY PROVIDED BY COUNCILLOR JENNY HILL, MAYOR OF TOWNSVILLE
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When one thinks about Australian history, there are common subjects one will speak of; Captain Cook, the First Fleet, Federation, World War I and Gallipoli, Phar Lap, World War II and the threat of invasion, Vietnam and the Cold War, de-regulation and globalisation, East Timor and Afghanistan. When you read this list, you can see the military is prominent when thinking about Australia’s history.


Considering Townsville in the greater context of Australian history, there has been a military commitment to our region since 1885. The Kennedy Regiment was raised to satisfy public concern and to protect the Queensland coastline from the threat of invasion, and they established their permanent camp at Kissing Point. The Kennedy Regiment served in the Boer War as part of the Queensland Mounted Infantry and both World Wars. It was their distinguished service at the battle of Jezzine in Syria that their barracks is named.


Townsville became a military staging point in World War II. Up to 90,000 soldiers were stationed here, and at the time, the town’s population was only 30,000. There were also nine airfields in and around the city during that time, and 30 houses in Chapman Street in the Mysterton suburb were requisitioned by the U.S. Army for use as the 12th Station Hospital.


The World War II influx of soldiers did have major social impacts with drastic shortages of staple items like ice, fresh milk, firewood and fuel. There was high inflation on fruits and vegetables that led to frustration and grievances against the military. But when the Japanese threat did come to Townsville on the night of the 25th of July when six bombs were dropped and fortunately landed in mud flats at the mouth of the Ross River, the residents were grateful for the military support, especially when more raids followed on the 28th and 29th of July, but luckily again, no real damage was caused.


In 1966, Prime Minister Harold Holt opened Lavarack Barracks. These barracks became the home of the Australian Army’s 3rd Brigade. It is a formation that holds significance in Australia’s military history.


The 3rd Brigade of the Australian Imperial Force led the way to creating Australian history as the first soldiers to set foot at Gallipoli and thanks to the exploits of your military forebears, they set a pillar of Australian folklore that continues to inspire generations of Australians for their sacrifice so we all might be free.


Since 3rd Brigade moved to Lavarack Barracks in 1966, the base has continued to grow, the soldiers have continued to deploy overseas, and the relationship between the Army and Townsville has become stitched into our society’s fabric. Some of my proudest days as Mayor have been hosting the parades for thousands of soldiers and seeing the large crowd of onlookers that only goes to reinforce how important Townsville is to the Army, and how important the Army is to Townsville.




Abbreviations














	ACG


	Advance Company Group







	ADF


	Australian Defence Force







	AFP


	Australian Federal Police







	AFS


	Australian Force–Somalia







	AHU


	(Australian) Army History Unit







	AIF


	Australian Imperial Force







	ANA


	Afghan National Army







	ANZAC


	Australia and New Zealand Army Corps







	APC


	armoured personnel carrier







	ASLAV


	Australian Light Armoured Vehicle







	AWM


	Australian War Memorial







	BASB


	Brigade Administrative Support Battalion







	BRA


	Bougainville Revolutionary Army







	BSG


	Battalion Support Group







	CDF


	Chief of the Defence Force







	CGS


	Chief of the General Staff







	CO


	Commanding Officer







	DIO


	Defence Intelligence Organisation







	DJFHQ


	Deployable Joint Force Headquarters







	EOD


	explosive ordnance disposal







	GOC


	General Officer Commanding







	HQ


	Headquarters







	IED


	improvised explosive device







	IMV


	Infantry Mobility Vehicle







	INTERFET


	International Force – East Timor







	JTF


	Joint Task Force







	LHQ


	Land Headquarters







	MRTF


	Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Force







	MSF


	Medical Support Force







	MTF


	Mentoring Task Force







	NCO


	Non-commissioned Officer







	NGO


	non-government organisation







	NSW


	New South Wales







	NZDF


	New Zealand Defence Force







	OC


	officer commanding







	ODF


	Operational Deployment Force







	OFOF


	Orders for Opening Fire







	ORBAT


	order of battle







	PNG


	Papua New Guinea







	PNGDF


	Papua New Guinea Defence Force







	RAA


	Royal Australian Artillery







	RAAF


	Royal Australian Air Force







	RAMSI


	Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands







	RAN


	Royal Australian Navy







	RAP


	Regimental Aid Post







	RAR


	Royal Australian Regiment







	RFMF


	Royal Fijian Military Forces







	RHC


	Reinforcement Holding Company







	RMO


	Regimental Medical Officer







	RNZAF


	Royal New Zealand Air Force







	ROE


	Rules of Engagement







	RPG


	rocket-propelled grenade







	RTF


	Reconstruction Task Force







	SASR


	Special Air Service Regiment







	SECDET


	Security Detachment







	SLV


	State Library of Victoria







	SPPKF


	South Pacific Peacekeeping Force







	TNI


	Indonesian Armed Forces







	UN


	United Nations







	UNAMIR


	United Nations Assistance Mission in Rwanda







	UNITAF


	Unified Task Force in Somalia







	US


	United States







	UTS


	Universal Training Scheme







	VCDF


	Vice Chief of the Defence Force







	VDC


	Volunteer Defence Corps










Introduction


The history of the 3rd Brigade is in many ways the history of the Australian Army. It is one of the oldest formations in the Army, having been initially raised in 1903, soon after Federation. The brigade served during the First World War both as part of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) at Gallipoli and on the Western Front, and at home as a militia brigade. At Gallipoli it was the ANZAC covering force and, as such, was the first ashore, suffering appalling losses in the first few days of the campaign. On the Western Front the 3rd Brigade endured three years of unimaginable warfare, its four infantry battalions alone suffering around 14,000 casualties, a casualty rate of over 300% by war’s end.
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In the inter-war period the brigade continued to serve as a militia force and was mobilised with Japan’s entry into the war in 1941. During the Second World War the brigade never left mainland Australia, serving primarily in Darwin during the Japanese air attacks, and in North Queensland in support of Headquarters First Australian Army. However, some of its units did see active service in Papua New Guinea at Milne Bay and on the Sanananda Track, with one battalion reduced to 20% of its strength after bitter and relentless fighting. Throughout the Second World War the brigade was generally poorly equipped and trained, its soldiers misused as labourers and regarded as the underprivileged cousins of the second AIF which treated the militia with contempt.


Disbanded in 1944, the brigade was re-formed as the 3rd Task Force in 1967 in new, purpose-built barracks in Townsville. Since then the ‘brigade’, or its units, has deployed to almost every theatre in which the Australian Defence Force (ADF) has been involved, including Vietnam, the South Pacific, Somalia, Cambodia, Rwanda, Bougainville, Timor-Leste, Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. From 1980 many of these deployments have resulted from the 3rd Brigade’s designation as the Army’s Operational Deployment Force (ODF). As the ODF, the brigade has been the government’s land force instrument of first choice in response to military or peacekeeping interventions anywhere in the world or natural disasters at home.
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Brigadier Roger Noble, Commander 3rd Brigade, leads his brigade on a Freedom of Entry parade in Townsville, 30 August 2014 (image courtesy of the Northern Services Courier).


This book is not about grand strategy or the competence or otherwise of the high command. Its aim is simply to describe the 100-year journey of one of the Australian Army’s most experienced brigades. It is not a famous brigade. Arguably none of the Australian Army’s formations is well known to any but those who have served in it or to military historians. It is probably not even the best performing Australian Army formation over the past 100 years. Certainly it has had its highs and lows, from the respect and fame it achieved as the first ashore at Gallipoli in 1915 and its success in bringing peace and stability to Timor-Leste, to the humiliation and shame of the employment of its soldiers as dockside workers in the Second World War. In more recent years, particularly following the end of the Cold War in 1989, the 3rd Brigade has forged an outstanding record in serving the government and people of Australia in both distant theatres such as Iraq and Afghanistan, and closer to home in Timor-Leste and the South Pacific. And it has earned the respect and thanks of grateful Australian communities as its units have deployed, often at short notice, in response to the devastation caused by floods and tropical cyclones.


This then, is the story of the men and women of the 3rd Brigade, from its origins in post-Federation Australia to recent conflicts and operations in Timor-Leste, Iraq and Afghanistan.


What is the 3rd Brigade?


While the composition, character and role of the 3rd Brigade have changed significantly over the last 100 years, a number of characteristics have remained constant and have influenced the development of the brigade. For example, it has been, and continues to be, part of a hierarchy of formations and units within the Australian Army. Although it is capable of independent operations, it has always been part of a larger parent formation. While this parent formation has altered over the years from a military district, division or army corps to today’s Forces Command, this senior headquarters or higher formation has assumed responsibly for the command and control of its more junior brigades. Likewise, the brigade has always comprised a number of units which have been either under command of the brigade or in support of it. In the early years these units were primarily infantry battalions and logistics support elements such as the brigade transport column. Today the brigade is a far more diverse and complex organisation consisting not only of infantry battalions, but also its own armoured, engineer, artillery, communications and combat support units.1


An historic breakdown of this hierarchy of formations and units and their approximate size and the rank of their commander appears below:
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The brigade in the Army’s hierarchy.2


A strong tradition of citizen soldiery has influenced the development of the brigade, just as it has the rest of the Australian Army, and has been incorporated into its ethos. Nowhere was this more noticeable than in the creation of the 3rd Infantry Brigade, AIF, in 1914. Unlike the 1st and 2nd brigades, whose men were recruited from New South Wales and Victoria respectively, the 3rd Brigade was known as the ‘All Australian Brigade’ as its units came from a broader, more diverse geographical area covering Queensland, Broken Hill and the Northern Rivers district of New South Wales, South Australia and the rural districts of Western Australia and Tasmania. Comprising a large number of miners, farmers and rural men, it had a different character and outlook to the rest of the 1st Australian Division, prompting the Official Historian, Charles Bean, to observe that it was ‘likely to be the toughest against discipline’.3 This is reinforced by battalion histories such as that of the 11th Battalion which notes of its men that they ‘had always been a law unto themselves. … uniformity and the necessity for strict discipline were regarded with amused tolerance.’4


Related to the Army’s tradition of citizen soldiery, and another influence on the development of the brigade, was the rivalry that existed between the militia and the regular Army, and the militia’s treatment by the regulars. In the Second World War the 3rd Brigade remained a militia formation, initially trained for home defence and restricted by the Defence Act 1903 from serving outside territorial Australia. The brigade was poorly equipped and even more poorly trained than its AIF cousins and often regarded with disdain by the AIF volunteers, commonly referred to in derisory terms such as ‘koalas’ (not to be exported or shot at) or ‘chocos’ (a contraction of ‘chocolate soldiers’ and referring to their potential to melt in the heat). Their employment often reflected their apparent second-class status, the brigade’s men used for the provision of labour gangs and work parties at the docks. This was particularly galling and humiliating for these men, especially as their transfer to the AIF had been initially prevented by the Army, and later blocked by a variety of ‘administrative impediments’. One battalion was highly offended when its unit’s proud name, the South Australian Scottish Regiment, was mockingly parodied as the South Australian Stevedoring Regiment. According to the Commanding Officer of the 27th Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Alex Pope, to all intents and purposes they had ceased to be an infantry battalion and had been reduced to a coolie labour force.5
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B Company, 2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, during 3rd Brigade foundation war fighting training in June 2014 (Defence PR image).


Since the brigade was re-formed in 1967 as a regular Army formation, its men and women have continued to be recruited from the community, working and living in the North Queensland city of Townsville, with many remaining in that community on discharge. Being a part of the local community has been, and continues to be, very important to the brigade. Townsville is home to over 17,000 Army personnel and their dependants who constitute around 10% of the city’s population, making it Australia’s largest garrison city. The entire Townsville region has played a significant role in supporting the ADF for the past century, particularly during the Second World War when it was a major training and deployment base for Australian and allied troops fighting in New Guinea and the South-West Pacific theatre. Today Townsville remains vital to the support of the 3rd Brigade’s soldiers and families, the core of the busiest formation in the Australian Army. At the opening of Lavarack Barracks in 1966, Prime Minister Harold Holt emphasised the value of the soon to be raised brigade in Townsville to the local community. Holt told the community that the Army’s ‘young, lively and vigorous people’ would ‘add to the diversity and richness of the community life of Townsville.’ This has certainly been the case. But it has cut both ways. While the presence of the 3rd Brigade in Townsville has assisted the economic development of the region and enhanced the cultural and demographic diversity of the city, the Townsville community has provided invaluable support to the brigade and its families, particularly during lengthy operational deployments. The brigade has also provided regular support to disaster relief operations in central and northern Queensland since the 1970s. Today the Army in Townsville is accepted as a vital part of the community, realising Prime Minister Holt’s prediction in 1966.
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Engineers from the 3rd Brigade’s 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment (above) help clean up after Cyclone Marcia in March 2015. Members of the remote Byfield community near Yeppoon in Queensland thank the soldiers for their help (Defence PR image).
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Chapter 1


The Origins of the 3rd Brigade


Federation and a false start


Prior to Federation in 1901, responsibility for Australia’s defence rested with its six colonies. Each colonial force boasted its own equipment types, establishments, training regimes and administration. The proficiency of the various militia forces varied considerably. Some units were armed with obsolete or unserviceable weapons, others had modern firearms but insufficient ammunition to qualify their men, while a number of field artillery batteries had guns suitable only for parades. There was also a wide disparity in the ability and experience of the colonial officers and their soldiers. In the decade prior to Federation there had been numerous studies, reports and recommendations aimed at standardising the disparate colonial forces. While these reviews were steps towards unifying the various military forces on a national level, they failed to achieve their aim due to a combination of self-interest, lack of funding and the debate over Federation.


Arguably the most influential individual in shaping the pre-Federation debate on the colony’s military, and in developing the post-Federation defence forces of the new Commonwealth, was Major General Sir Edward Hutton. An experienced British Army officer, Hutton was appointed Commandant of the New South Wales Colonial Force from 1893 to 1896. In this time he managed to heighten public awareness and improve perceptions of the military, standardise training, increase the organisational efficiency of the colonial force and show the other states what could be achieved with limited resources. In 1902 Hutton was appointed General Officer Commanding (GOC) the new Commonwealth Military Forces, a post he retained until the end of 1904.


Hutton’s task of organising, standardising, improving efficiency and maintaining Australia’s military forces was a mammoth enterprise. Apart from the challenges described above, there were no military logistic, supply, veterinary or medical organisations in most states, no central officer training school nor even a standard curriculum.1


And while there were numerous studies and reports to refer to, there was no agreed plan for the development of the force. Recruitment had fallen, the retention of men was proving difficult and morale was low.2 Hutton’s plan involved the development of two military forces. The first was to be a volunteer garrison force of approximately 16,000 with responsibility for manning static defences and fortifications. The other was to be a mobile field force manned by a mix of 14,000 militia and permanent men. The field force would be structured around six brigades of light horse and three of infantry, supported by artillery and logistic elements.3
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Major General Sir Edward Thomas Henry Hutton (AWM P03875_002).


The new structure for the Commonwealth Military Forces was officially approved in July 1903. The three infantry brigades were numbered one to three, with each consisting of four infantry regiments, three batteries of field artillery, an engineer company and field hospital, and veterinary and supply support.4 The 1st Infantry Brigade was located in New South Wales (NSW), the 2nd Brigade in Victoria and the 3rd Brigade in Queensland. While the 1st and 2nd brigades sourced most of their troops from their home states, the 3rd Brigade’s units were located not only in Queensland, but also Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia. A similar geographic diversity would be repeated with the raising of the 3rd Brigade, Australian Imperial Force (AIF), in 1914.5
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The 3rd Brigade faced numerous difficulties during its formative years. The geographic dispersal of the brigade’s units made it impossible to conduct a brigade camp or train at formation level. Thus each unit conducted its annual camp with other units from the same region.6 So immense were the command and control issues that the brigade headquarters was, in effect, an administrative headquarters only. This meant that it dealt less with the tactical deployment and combat capability of its units than with such administrative matters as property, barracks and equipment, training facilities, weapons and munitions stocktakes and uniform dress standards and drill.7 With few staff and no brigade commander, there was very little else it was capable of doing. There were also difficulties retaining personnel, recruiting new soldiers and securing the funding necessary to raise the new brigade in accordance with the approved 1903 establishments. So severe were the budgetary constraints that restrictions were placed on the recruitment of militia personnel in Tasmania and Western Australia, which impacted on two of the 3rd Brigade’s infantry regiments and two of its batteries of field artillery.8
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Almost all types of equipment for the brigade’s units were in short supply and the equipment it did possess was not standardised or, in many cases, even functional. For example, there was a wide variety of small arms on issue, including ageing single shot rifles such as the Martini Henry, and the magazine-fed Lee-Enfield and the slightly older Lee Metford rifles, both of which were in critically short supply. During an inspection of the Tasmanian camp in 1904, Lieutenant Colonel Bridges noted that ‘modern weapons are in short supply’ while some soldiers had no weapons at all. There were also ‘too many varieties of uniforms and some soldiers attended camp in civilian clothes.’ A previous inspection of Hobart-based units in February 1904 had drawn a public rebuke. The turnout was so poor that the inspector took this as a ‘sign that a proper spirit of discipline and soldierly feeling is wanting’.9


The state of the artillery batteries was even worse. Australia possessed only forty-eight 15-pounder guns in 1903, with a number of the older 12-pounders and obsolete M.L. (muzzle-loading) guns in various states of repair with many lacking carriages, limbers and wagons.10 Nor did any of the artillery units have an ammunition column that could keep its guns supplied. Training standards were also an issue. In Major General Hutton’s Annual Report of 1903, he described unit training as being restricted to elementary drill with no serious training under warlike conditions. He concluded that the units could not be considered fit for active service.
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The ageing Martini-Henry rifle, the Lee-Metford and Magazine Lee-Enfield rifles were all in service with Australian militia just after Federation (Army History Unit image).


Problems also arose with the new field force structure. Some units and their supporters from the general public complained at having to ‘surrender’ colourful and distinctive uniforms and having their role changed from mounted infantry and cavalry to foot soldiers. At least one regiment, the NSW Lancers, almost revolted when its members were required to relinquish their traditional weapon, the lance, in exchange for a rifle. Ultimately there were just too many obstacles for Hutton’s ambitious plans to be realised. By 1906 the field force had been restructured to comprise just two infantry, five light horse and four mixed brigades. The 3rd Brigade was removed from the order of battle and its units transferred to state-based ‘mixed’ brigades, the composition of these brigades a mix of light horse and infantry. While the mixed infantry brigade in Queensland was referred to as the 3rd Brigade, this was a local title and was never officially approved. However, the units that originally formed the 3rd Infantry Brigade in 1903 continued as part of the Queensland Infantry Brigade.
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The uniforms of the Australian infantry changed dramatically between 1902 and 1906 (used with kind permission of artist Phil Rutherford).


Little changed between 1906 and 1911 when Australia’s defence arrangements were radically altered. The key impetus for this change was the visit to Australia by Field Marshal Lord Kitchener in late 1909. Kitchener’s inspection tour of Australia’s defence facilities and units resulted in a new defence structure based on compulsory military service around a core of 84 infantry battalions and 49 field artillery batteries. The battalions were grouped geographically by military districts which generally coincided with each state — the 1st Military District in Queensland, 2nd Military District in NSW, 3rd Military District in Victoria and so on. The 3rd Infantry Brigade was not on the list of military formations created under this new structure. Indeed the 3rd Infantry Brigade would not be re-raised until August 1914, and this time it was as a combat formation under the 1st Australian Infantry Division, AIF.




Chapter 2


Formation and Training of the 3rd Brigade


Raising of the brigade for service in the First World War


They’ll never make soldiers of this lot. The light horse may be all right, but they’ve got the ragtag and bobtail of Australia in this infantry.


Passer-by observing the infantry marching to their ships1


In late July 1914 Britain advised Australia that war with Germany was imminent. When war was declared the following month Australia immediately offered Britain an expeditionary force of 20,000 men. As Australia’s citizen forces were unable to serve outside Australia under the provisions of the Defence Act 1903, the government had no option but to create a completely new force. The main component of this force was an infantry division which was eventually designated the 1st Australian Infantry Division, Australian Imperial Force. Consisting of three infantry brigades, each of approximately 4000 men, and divisional troops such as artillery, engineers, medical services and supply, the 1st Division was commanded by Major General William Throsby Bridges. While not an experienced commander of troops, and considered by many to be aloof, uncompromising and unpopular, Bridges was a competent administrator and lost no time in appointing his key staff and commanders.
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Major General William Throsby Bridges, Commander 1st Australian Infantry Division, AIF (AWM H15440).


His first appointment was a brilliant administrator and planner, Major Cyril Brudenell White, who was promoted to lieutenant colonel as Bridges’ Chief of Staff and General Service Officer Grade 1. Bridges then turned his attention to his brigade commanders. To command the 1st Brigade he appointed Colonel Henry MacLaurin, a 35-year-old Sydney barrister and commander of the 26th Australian Infantry Regiment.2 Colonel James Whiteside McCay was appointed to command the 2nd Brigade. McCay had been a Melbourne school principal and federal politician, even acting briefly as Minister for Defence in 1904-05, and had commanded the new Australian Intelligence Corps until 1912. To command the 3rd Brigade Bridges chose Colonel Ewen Sinclair-MacLagan, an experienced British regular officer.3 Sinclair-MacLagan had served in Australia as the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General of the new Commonwealth Military Forces, where he met and worked with William Bridges. After resuming regimental duties in Britain in 1904, he returned to Australia at Bridges’ request as a staff officer for the new Royal Military College in Canberra, where he worked closely with Bridges, by then the inaugural commandant, from 1911 until 1914.


To assist Sinclair-MacLagan, Bridges also appointed Major Charles Henry Brand, an experienced permanent officer, as the 3rd Brigade’s Brigade Major.4 As the Brigade Major, Brand dealt with the day-to-day administration of the brigade and the flood of routine orders and administrative instructions detailing how the new force was to be recruited, equipped, trained, fed and quartered, transported, disciplined and maintained. This allowed Sinclair-MacLagan to focus on the selection of his battalion commanders and to assist them in raising their units. Little time was available for proper consultation and for interviewing the officers who would lead the brigade’s battalions. Of necessity, Sinclair-MacLagan had to rely on recommendations from Army Headquarters and from the military district commanders, suggestions from Bridges and White, and his own personal knowledge. Sinclair-MacLagan was officially appointed Brigade Commander on 15 August, the same day as the appointment of the Commanding Officer (CO) of the 9th Battalion.5 The 12th Battalion’s CO followed on 17 August, with the 11th Battalion on 24 August and the 10th Battalion on 1 September. Considering that the brigade was due to sail from Australia on 17 October, the task of equipping, organising, training, transporting and generally transforming men from all ages, occupations and backgrounds into a fighting force was immense.
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Commanding Officers of the 3rd Brigade in 1914: Lieutenant Colonels Harry Lee, 9th Battalion (left); Stanley Price Weir, 10th Battalion (centre left); James Johnston, 11th Battalion (centre right); and Lancelot Fox Clarke, 12th Battalion (right). They ranged in age from 46 to 57 years and their occupations were: school teacher (Lee), public servant (Price Weir), company secretary (Johnston) and manager (Clarke). (AHU image library)


 




Major General Ewen George Sinclair-MacLagan


Ewen George Sinclair-MacLagan (1868–1948) was a British regular soldier who had served in both India and the South African War before arriving in Australia on a three-year posting in 1901. He served as Adjutant of the NSW Scottish Rifles and Deputy Assistant Adjutant General NSW, impressing Major General Bridges with his organisational ability. Bridges specifically requested Sinclair-MacLagan for the staff of the newly created (Royal) Military College, Duntroon. Sinclair-MacLagan returned to Australia in 1910 on promotion to lieutenant colonel.
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AWM A03064


With the raising of the 1st Australian Division, AIF, in August 1914, Bridges chose Sinclair-MacLagan to command the 3rd Infantry Brigade, and he became the only senior officer of the division, other than Bridges, who was a regular soldier. Sinclair-MacLagan had a major influence on the planning for the Gallipoli landing on 25 April 1915, and was very pessimistic over its chances of success. Arriving in the second wave of the landing, he became concerned at how vulnerable his force was to a counter-attack and ordered the troops to consolidate on the second ridge, abandoning plans to take the original objectives. It was this line that essentially remained unchanged until the withdrawal of the ANZAC forces. Throughout the campaign Sinclair-MacLagan proved a pragmatic and careful planner and an effective combat commander.


Moving to France in early 1916, Sinclair-MacLagan commanded the 3rd Brigade during the battles of Pozières and Mouquet Farm. In December 1916 he handed command of the Brigade to Brigadier Henry Gordon Bennett and moved to England as the Commander AIF Depots. He moved again in mid-1917, this time on promotion as General Officer Commanding the 4th Australian Division. After the war he continued his military service as Commander of the 51st Highland Division, retiring in Scotland in 1925. Sinclair-MacLagan died on 24 November 1948.6





While the 1st Brigade was raised in NSW and the 2nd Brigade in Victoria, the 3rd Brigade was soon nicknamed the ‘All Australian Brigade’ as its battalions comprised a mix of men from the remaining Australian states. The 9th Battalion was recruited in Queensland and the Northern Rivers district of NSW. The 10th Battalion was drawn from South Australia and the mining region of Broken Hill, NSW. The men of the 11th Battalion were recruited from the rural districts of Western Australia. About half of the 12th Battalion came from Tasmania and the rest from South Australia and Western Australia.7 Drought conditions in Australia at the time which had forced men to drift interstate in search of work saw men from a variety of states mixed up among the battalions. This simply reinforced the geographic diversity of the brigade.


Recruiting officially commenced on 11 August and was far from difficult. The drought that gripped Australia in 1914 was particularly severe and large numbers of the young men ‘on the tramp’, moving between the states looking for work, were ripe for recruitment.8 For this and other reasons, a flood of hopeful young men poured into the various recruiting offices across Australia. Initially, there were so many ready applicants that the military authorities could afford to be selective. In 1914, applicants for the AIF had to be between 18 and 35 years of age, no shorter than 168 cm, have a minimum chest measurement of 86 cm and be dentally sound. The men were also inspected for British Army tattoos, such as ‘BC’ denoting bad character or ‘D’ for deserter.9


Preference was given to men who had previous military service or who had received at least some basic military training, such as through Australia’s Universal Training Scheme (UTS).10 A number of the men recruited into the 3rd Brigade’s infantry battalions were from the country or outback areas and well-versed in small arms. These men included kangaroo shooters, miners, farmers, timber-getters and cattle station workers. However there were more men from the towns and cities than from the land. More importantly, less than two-thirds of applicants had some previous military training. While about three-quarters of the men from the 9th Battalion could handle firearms, the proportion of men in the 10th and 11th battalions with military experience was disappointingly low and far lower than Sinclair-MacLagan and his COs had hoped.11 However there was a large pool of men from which to choose non-commissioned officers (NCOs). Captain Walter Belford of the 11th Battalion described the vital role of NCOs during the early period of the war:


N.C.O’s had to be men of tact as well as possessing the natural qualities of leadership. Any men, then, of previous experience, such as those who had been in the Citizen Forces, the British Army or Territorial Forces, or who had served in the South African War, were tried out as N.C.O.’s.12


There is no doubt that the brigade included some exceptional men, such as Captain Henry Fry of the 3rd Field Ambulance who was a Rhodes Scholar; polar explorer Captain Robert Bage of the 3rd Field Squadron; Captain Joseph Lalor of the 12th Battalion, grandson of the Eureka rebellion leader; and dual British Lion and Australian Wallaby, Major Blair Swannell, also a member of the 12th Battalion.
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While Sinclair-MacLagan established his brigade headquarters at Melbourne’s Victoria Barracks, it soon became evident that the task of equipping, organising and training the 3rd Brigade would be an even greater challenge than for the other, state-based brigades. Colonels MacLaurin and McCay were able to concentrate most of their personnel in hastily constructed camps within their capitals — Sydney for the 1st Brigade and Melbourne for the 2nd Brigade — and deal directly with their respective military district commandants. Sinclair-MacLagan, on the other hand, had to coordinate the activities of the district commandants in Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane and Hobart, and was unable to concentrate his brigade in any one camp.13 The decision that the 12th Battalion, which was to have been raised in Tasmania, would now draw two of its eight rifle companies from South Australia and two from Western Australia further complicated the raising of the brigade. While Sinclair-MacLagan conducted an inspection tour of his brigade in late August and early September, given his hectic schedule of visits to the 9th Battalion in Brisbane, the 10th in Adelaide and the embryonic 12th Battalion in Hobart, distance and time prevented him inspecting the 11th Battalion training in Perth.14


The task of equipping the brigade was a massive undertaking which fell largely to the Quartermaster-General’s Branch and its supply organisation. The stores held very little stock when war was declared in 1914. For example, there were just 36 telephone sets and 2000 towels available for the entire force. The AIF’s only option was to strip all the existing militia and cadet units of any equipment that could be recovered. This included everything from webbing to water bottles and bullets to bandages. A similarly dire situation in Britain meant that Australia could not rely on support from the mother country to equip the new force. These shortages hampered training and frustrated both battalion and brigade staffs.


The training itself was initially basic and included drill, musketry, lengthy route marches, and lectures on and practical experience of fieldcraft, sanitation in the field, military ranks, saluting and ‘the wearing of the King’s uniform’. Training occurred in numerous camps which sprang up around Australia. In the 3rd Brigade, these camps were at Bell’s Paddock, Enoggera, a short train ride from Brisbane for the 9th Battalion; dusty paddocks at Morphettville, between Glenelg and Adelaide, for the 10th Battalion; 11th Battalion’s ground was at Blackboy Hill near Perth; and the Tasmanian portion of the 12th Battalion trained at Pontville, 28 kilometres north of Hobart.
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New recruits training at Blackboy Hill near Perth in 1914 (AWM A03117).


The battalion establishment at this time provided for 1025 men. This was divided into eight infantry companies and a machine-gun section. One of the difficulties faced by the brigade was that there was no precedent for the raising of such a large force in Australian military history, nor did the brigade’s new battalions have any traditions or particular character.15 A strong, shared team spirit and sense of cohesion and loyalty, or what is often referred to as esprit de corps and considered essential in a military force, did not exist in this early period. Initially all that bonded the men was a common sense of purpose and duty. To promote discipline and to encourage the men to identify with the Army, uniforms were to be issued as soon as the men arrived in the camps. However the enormous demand overwhelmed Australian clothing manufacturers and uniforms were often issued piecemeal as they arrived from the factories. It was not uncommon to see men being drilled on the dusty plains of Enoggera, Pontville, Morphettville or Blackboy Hill camps wearing Army boots and hats along with their own civilian shirts and pants while carrying a stick to simulate a rifle. The 3rd Brigade’s diary refers to this problem during the Brigade Commander’s inspection of the 9th Battalion in Brisbane when, in his understated manner, Sinclair-MacLagan records: ‘Clothing issues backward.’16 Private Newton of the 12th Battalion wrote, ‘I shall never forget the motley crowd our Company looked still wearing their civilian clothes with web equipment and rifle.’17
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AIF trainees in South Australia receiving instruction on the SMLE rifle (AWM H13827).


To help foster comradeship in the battalions and companies of the 1st Division, Bridges supported recruitment on a regional basis. This meant that many of the companies within the division came from the same district or even town. In the 11th Battalion, A and B companies were from Perth, C and D companies from Freemantle, E and F from the goldfields while G and H companies hailed from the south-west. The Tasmanian element of the 12th Battalion recruited its A Company from Hobart and the south of the island, B Company from Launceston and the north-east coast, C Company from the north-west and D Company from the west coast. E and F companies predominantly comprised miners from Port Pirie in South Australia.


This practice had two key impacts. The first and most immediate was the keen sense of rivalry that emerged between the companies and battalions. ‘The men initially competed with the other companies in everything from musketry to marching and drill.’ But as the camps filled with other units a sense of ‘family’ soon developed around the battalion rather than the company. One 9th Battalion soldier wrote: ‘We didn’t know it then, but the battalion was becoming our home.’ The second key consequence was the effect on a town or district when a company recruited from that area was decimated in battle. The casualties could include all the male members of individual families.18


To further promote a sense of unit identity, units were often encouraged to adopt a regimental mascot. A wide variety of mascots either accompanied the AIF when it left for overseas service or were adopted on arrival in Egypt or France. The 9th and 10th battalions each had a kangaroo (although one was technically a wallaby), while the 11th Battalion had a bulldog named ‘Mulga’ and the 12th Battalion a Tasmanian Devil that was ‘a devil by nature as well as by name, for it was so vicious that it would allow no one to go near it.’19
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Tent lines of the 9th and 10th battalions at Mena Camp in Egypt, December 1914. The soldier in the foreground is playing with his regimental mascot. Many Australian units brought kangaroos and other Australian animals with them to Egypt (AWM C02588).
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Mena Camp covered a huge area. To make it easier to find individual units the camp was divided into brigade blocks and the brigade’s units had their own ‘streets’ or area, marked with a flag. This flag marked the 12th Battalion’s tent lines (IWM FLA 2038).


The lack of unit cohesion and esprit de corps during the early months of the brigade’s formation made the imposition of military discipline a challenge for some. Official Historian Charles Bean noted that:


The 3rd Australian Infantry Brigade consisted of men who at first seemed likely to be the toughest against discipline … being largely miners from Mount Morgan, Broken Hill, Moonta, the Western Australian goldfields and the Tasmanian tin mines.20


This was further complicated by the independent nature of many of the new recruits who were essentially civilian in outlook and considered their military service as they would any job. In camps around Australia there were complaints about the food, the irrelevance of the training, the lack of freedom and particularly leave. Some even tried to form unions. Bean wrote that ‘over a third of the men in the infantry … were civilians, who had never in their lives been connected with any military force. … The Australian then, and to the end of the war, was never at heart a regular soldier.’21 The 11th Battalion’s history records that,


… most of the men, especially those from the country districts and the Goldfields, had always been a law unto themselves. … uniformity and the necessity for strict discipline were regarded with amused tolerance, and it was a pretty hard job to convince these independent spirits that careful and exact attention to orders was necessary.22


By 24 September all the brigade’s infantry battalions reported their ‘establishments complete’, which was just as well as some of the units were already in transit with the 9th Battalion en route to Melbourne and the two 12th Battalion companies recruited in South Australia heading for Hobart.23 Less than three months after the commencement of recruiting, the brigade was on its way to Albany, Western Australia, where it joined the convoy destined for Egypt. It was not until 15 November, when the convoy docked at Colombo, that Sinclair-MacLagan had the opportunity to inspect the 11th Battalion for the first time and reported ‘the results generally satisfactory’.24
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The original officers of the 10th Battalion prior to leaving Adelaide for Egypt. Their Commanding Officer, LTCOL Stanley Price Weir, is in the center of the front row. Few of these men would survive to return to Australia. (AWM P01224_003).


Training in Egypt


Quite good enough if a cruise on the Sea of Marmara was all that was contemplated.


Lord Kitchener’s reply to a question from Britain’s Prime Minister, Herbert Asquith, as to whether the Australians were ‘good enough’ for the proposed operation in Turkey.


On 2 December 1914, advance elements of the brigade headquarters arrived at their new home at Mena, a 14-kilometre tram ride from Cairo. Within a week most of the brigade had established its tent lines at the foot of the pyramids and commenced a period of intense administration, organisation and training. As the 1st Division had not originally expected to stay in Egypt, Mena Camp was little more than a sandy, windswept plain. Troops were initially issued with two blankets each on arrival and had to ‘sleep in the open on the sand’.25 A great deal of work and equipment was required to make it habitable for such a large body of men. Water tanks and plumbing, tentage and messing facilities, ablutions and canteens all had to be erected and training programs developed. Many of the soldiers were unhappy about being redirected to Egypt, with others concerned that ‘the war will be over before we have a chance to get at Germany.’26 There were numerous complaints about the food, the flies the monotony of the training and, above all, the sand. Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick of the 3rd Field Ambulance, then attached to the 3rd Brigade, wrote home to his mother that they were camped ‘at the entrance to the desert and you can see nothing but sand, sand, sand.’27 Lance Corporal Janssen protested that the training area consisted of ‘sand, sand and more sand … we drill in sand up to our ankles and march in sand and eat sand.’28
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Men of the 1st Division train near their camp at Mena, Egypt. The desert training was exceptionally intense as the men advanced, attacked, retired, drilled or squatted on the sand for lectures (Frank Crozier, AWM ART03607).


Charles Bean recorded that most of the AIF had received around six weeks’ training in Australia and a similar period on the voyage to Egypt. At the camps in Australia there had been insufficient time to equip the men and teach even the basics. The brigade’s battalions were yet to be fully established and, with the 12th Battalion divided between Hobart and Perth, it was impossible to collocate the battalions to conduct formation training. Indeed, the 3rd Brigade assembled as a formation for the first time at Mena Camp. On the sea journey the ships were generally ‘too crowded for instruction’ and the brigade was short of instructors and equipment.29 Consequently, the men of the 3rd Brigade were restricted to ‘physical exercises, rifle exercises, musketry, lectures, and kit inspections’.30 Formal training finally commenced on 14 December under individual unit arrangements. This enabled the COs to shift the focus from training the man as an individual to training him as part of a larger team. This generally included sub-unit (section, platoon and company) and unit (infantry battalion) training.


Regardless, the training regime was gruelling. General Bridges wanted to harden the men, so their daily routine generally commenced at dawn with a slice of bread and jam and black tea, followed by a five to 10-kilometre route march in full marching order, often led out of camp by the battalion band playing its regimental march. The morning was usually dedicated to section training. After a lunch invariably consisting of water, a bread roll and a tin of sardines to share between four, the company commanders and battalion commander would drill the men in ‘advance guards, battalion in the attack, outpost positions, rear guard and retiring actions, flank guards, and so on’, followed by a late march back to camp, the men drenched in sweat and almost asleep on their feet.31 Dinner was often a stew with bread and tea. Notwithstanding the conditions, Bean recorded that the AIF threw itself into training in a manner he described as ‘berserk’ and noted that,


Almost from the morning of arrival training was carried out for at least eight hours, and often more, every day but Sundays. The infantry marched out early in the morning, each battalion to whatever portion of its brigade area had been assigned to it. There they split into companies. All day long, in every valley of the Sahara for miles around the Pyramids, were groups or lines of men advancing, retiring, drilling, or squatted near their piled arms listening to their officer.32


While the infantry’s riflemen were exercising in the desert, the brigade specialists were receiving much-needed training in their respective sections. The signals section had to learn signalling by flags and the use of the heliograph.33 The machine-gun sections of the battalions practised firing their two Maxim machine-guns on fixed lines, sustained and burst firing, and indirect fire, while the newly formed company scouts had to be trained in their duties. The battalion stretcher-bearers often remained in camp to assist the Regimental Medical Officer (RMO) and to enhance their first aid training.


The brigade’s training instilled a strong sense of unit pride and camaraderie in the men which was strengthened by inter-unit sporting matches. The men worked hard to beat the other battalions’ scores at musketry, march a set distance faster, or ‘attack’ mock enemy posts more successfully. Two of the battalions, the 10th and the 11th, even engaged in a swearing match for which the 10th Battalion claimed victory.34 Finally, as part of the British Army, the AIF could now access a range of specialist schools and instructors for the training of signallers, machine-gunners, artillery crews and NCOs.
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Group portrait of the original officers and men of the 11th Battalion. This group of over 685 soldiers is spread over the side of the Great Pyramid of Khufu (Cheops) near Mena Camp (AWM A02875).


While the pace of training increased, it was not all work and the men found plenty of opportunity to play. Both Alexandria and Cairo offered many distractions from the rigours of desert training. Cairo was relatively close, conveniently accessed from the camp by an electric tramway and contained ‘numerous diversions and delights’. Local leave was regular and the men were relatively well paid, earning around three times the wage of their British Army equivalents. However, the Australians were soon bored with Cairo and incidents became common. The Adjutant of the 9th Battalion recorded in his diary: ‘Private hurt by falling off pyramid’; one 11th Battalion man wrote that he had ‘seen some sights that opened my eyes’; and the 10th Battalion was said to ‘take their leave strenuously’, one of the battalion NCOs noting that ‘bears with sore heads are tractable and amiable compared to them.’35 General Birdwood complained on Christmas Day 1914 that the Australians ‘are perfectly without discipline, and Cairo has been perfect pandemonium. … [They are] coming in in droves every evening and large numbers [are] constantly rolling about the streets drunk.’36


Other ‘injuries’ also became common. Alexandria was infamous for its brothels and boasted a district of six streets that contained nothing but prostitutes of all nationalities. Cairo was much the same with the notorious Ezbekieh district, commonly known as ‘The Wozzer’, providing a range of personal services beyond the imagination of most of the newly arrived Australian troops. By Christmas 1914 the behaviour of the troops was getting out of hand. Private Anderson wrote home that ‘our brigade … ran amok on Friday last and did not settle down again till Sunday night. The “clink” is full of prisoners as a consequence.’ After a unit sports carnival he reported, ‘I don’t think there were 3 sober officers or 100 sober men.’37
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The infamous Ezbekieh Street in a quarter of Cairo known as the Haret el Wasser, but referred to by the soldiers as ‘The Wozzer’. This picture was taken in April 1915, not long after aggrieved Australian and New Zealand soldiers had run amok, throwing bedding, mattresses and clothing from several brothels into the street and burning them. Note the fire damage to two of the buildings (AWM C00183).


By January 1915, the behaviour of the Australian troops was such that Birdwood was forced to consider more drastic action as a deterrent and a number of hard cases and habitual offenders were returned to Australia. Bean noted that the threat of being sent back to Australia was ‘a most dreaded instrument of discipline among Australian soldiers.’38 Incidents of indiscipline among the Australians continued into 1915, with the most serious a ‘riot’ that occurred on Good Friday, in what became known as the Battle of the Wozzer.39


In the New Year, a number of other important changes occurred within the 3rd Brigade. First, as a consequence of the changes to the British Army’s establishment for an infantry battalion, all the AIF battalions were required to reduce in size from eight companies to four. This saw the structure of the brigade’s infantry battalions change to four companies each of around 230 men, with each company divided into four platoons of about 50 men each. According to Bean,


The company was commanded by a major or captain, with a captain as second in command, while each of the platoons was under a subaltern [lieutenant]. The platoon really became the fighting unit in the army, when once battle was properly closed. Company training had therefore to be prolonged in order thoroughly to digest the new system. It was about February 1st before many of the battalions began to train as battalions, and the middle of February before they were exercised as brigades.40
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The organisation of the 3rd Infantry Brigade and its battalions, just prior to the landing at Gallipoli in April 1915 (Mark Wahlert).


An iconic change in late 1914 and early 1915 was the formation of ANZAC. In December 1914, British General William Birdwood was appointed to command the Australian and New Zealand troops then training near Cairo. It was Birdwood who first proposed the term Australian and New Zealand Army Corps which, by the Gallipoli landings, would consist of the 1st Australian Division, and the New Zealand and Australian Division. Initially written as ‘A. & N. Z. Army Corps’ on boxes and correspondence, clerks and signallers soon abbreviated it to ‘ANZAC’. Birdwood himself not only approved the abbreviation but after the landing at Gallipoli asked that the positions held by the Australians and New Zealanders also be known as Anzac, with the name Anzac Cove used to describe the small beach where the landing took place. It was not long before the men at Gallipoli were referring to one another as Anzacs and, in late 1917, an AIF order officially obliged all those who had taken part in the Gallipoli campaign to wear a small brass ‘A’ for Anzac on their colour patches on each shoulder of their tunic.




Chapter 3


Gallipoli


‘Going to the front!’ said the manager of a great Sydney newspaper. ‘They’ll keep the trained British regular Army for the front; the nearest these’ll get to it will be the line of communications!


Charles Bean1


The allied attack on Gallipoli was, in many ways, a direct consequence of the stalemate in France at the end of 1914, combined with a desire to prop up an ailing ally — Russia. While the German advance on Paris had been halted, neither the French nor the British had been able to turn the tide. The combatants dug in and a seemingly interminable stalemate resulted. The Germans had enjoyed some success on their Eastern Front where they had crippled the Russian Army. When the Ottoman Empire (based on modern-day Turkey) entered the war on Germany’s side in early November 1914, Russia was faced with a new threat — a Turkish advance through the Caucasus. Great Britain was also concerned at the possibility of an Ottoman Army threatening the Suez Canal via the Sinai peninsula — a threat that became a reality in January 1915.


As the deadlock continued on the Western Front, Britain and France looked for a way to outflank Germany. The British First Lord of the Admiralty (and later Britain’s Prime Minister in the Second World War), Winston Churchill, was a strong advocate of a naval attack on Turkey, which he described as the ‘soft underbelly of Europe’, as a way of opening a back door into Germany. Indeed, while history regards Churchill as the author of the Gallipoli expedition, the Royal Navy had long regarded an attack on Turkey as a key means of defending British possessions in Egypt and the Suez. In the end, Churchill was successful in arguing for a purely naval assault to force the Dardanelles and position the Royal Navy to threaten Constantinople. This action, or so it was believed, would immediately result in a Turkish surrender and the gaining of access to the Black Sea and a secure supply route to Russia.
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HMS Queen Elizabeth was one of the most modern and most powerfully armed ships in the Dardanelles (AWM G00447).




Colour Patches
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A private soldier of the AIF in World War I. Note the 9th Battalion colour patch on his sleeve (art by Jeff Isaacs).


In March 1915, just a month before their landing at Gallipoli, the Australians were issued with regimental colour patches. In the British Army soldiers wore a badge denoting their regiment, which made it easy to identify the soldier’s home battalion or regiment. Soldiers of the AIF simply wore a Rising Sun badge on their slouch hat and jacket collars (known as ‘collar dogs’). To help identify each Australian soldier’s unit or formation headquarters, a system of cloth colour patches was introduced.1 Each soldier’s colour patch was 1 inch (2.5 cm) wide and 2 inches long and was worn on the sleeves an inch below the shoulder seam. It is unlikely that either the staff or soldiers realised the significance of these small patches of cloth. The 12th Battalion historian wrote that the men were initially somewhat ambivalent to the odd little patches of cloth. ‘We [did not] know the depth of sentiment which would ultimately surround them for many have been the toasts proposed to the old “blue and white”, toasts received with the greatest pride and reverence.’2 In the 11th Battalion, ‘These colour patches, so casually received and fixed in position, became in a very short time the most revered symbol of the battalion, and the men of the 11th Battalion wore these patches with pride and affection.’3


1   See Divisional Order No. 81(A) Administration.


2   Newton, The Story of the Twelfth, p. 39. The 12th Battalion colour patch was a white rectangle above a light blue rectangle. For details of the 3rd Brigade colour patches see http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-badges/patches/inf.htm#3


3   Limb, History of the 10 Battalion AIF, p. 57.





In February 1915, Lord Kitchener, Britain’s Secretary of State for War, issued instructions for the Dardanelles operation and alerted British forces in Egypt, along with the newly arrived Australian and New Zealand troops, for possible employment in support. The British planners firmly believed that the Turks would be easily defeated and that no ground forces would be necessary, except to occupy the Turkish coastal forts and Constantinople itself.


Naval attack


Churchill ordered the first British naval attack on the Dardanelles on 3 November 1914, with the aim of testing the fortifications. The apparent success of this attack and the lack of an effective response from the Turks were deceptively encouraging to the British. However, the primary outcome was, in fact, the reinforcement of the Dardanelles defences by the Turks. The next attack would not be quite so easy.


The next time the guns of the British and French navies fired on the Turkish forts was 19 February 1915. The initial attack involved some 70 warships, and a quick victory was expected. However a combination of strong Turkish resistance, poor allied gunnery and bad weather meant that it was a week before even the outer forts of Seddülbahir and Kum Kale could be taken. Worse was to come for the allies. On 18 March, having failed to silence the Turkish mobile artillery batteries or even the forts further along the straits, the allied navies opened a major naval assault with 16 battleships. This was designed to be a knockout punch. Instead, it turned into one of Britain’s worst naval disasters. Several ships were hit by Turkish guns and six capital ships struck undetected mines. Vice Admiral John de Robeck, commander of the East Mediterranean Squadron, withdrew his ships and advised London that troops were required to capture the peninsula and silence the Turkish guns before his ships could make passage through the Dardanelles. It is difficult to appreciate today how immense a victory this was for the Turks. The combined French and Royal navies represented a formidable force and the Turks were expected to capitulate quickly; the notion of a Turkish victory was simply unthinkable to either the British or French military.


The army option


Within days of the naval defeat, the British Army in Egypt had planned an assault on the Dardanelles. In March 1915, General Sir Ian Hamilton was appointed to command the newly formed Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. This force consisted of around 75,000 troops from Britain, France and the largely untested armies of Australia and New Zealand. There were also some 1600 horses, donkeys and mules.


The defeat of the allied navies was regarded as highly embarrassing by both the British and French commanders. In their haste to capture the peninsula and allow a face-saving resumption of naval operations, General Hamilton and his staff committed a number of grave errors. There were few maps of the areas to be assaulted and intelligence on the enemy was sparse to non-existent. Because no overall commander had been appointed, cooperation between the naval commander, de Robeck, the force commander, Hamilton, and the GOC Egypt, Sir John Maxwell, was poorly coordinated and the planning marked by confusion, turf protection and indecision. By far the most significant flaw, however, was the contempt in which the allied planning staff held the Turks. Little effort was made to deceive them on the nature of allied intentions, effectively robbing the allies of any vestige of strategic surprise. Security in Egypt was poor and it was obvious to all that a major campaign was about to be launched and that Turkey was the target. Indeed, the Egyptian Gazette in Cairo announced the arrival of the various contingents and openly discussed the coming campaign. Mail to some allied troops was already being addressed to the Constantinople Expeditionary Force. While descriptions of the Turkish Army as poorly trained, equipped and led were largely accurate, no allowance was made for the fact that the Turks had over a month to prepare for any landing and had acquired an efficient cadre of German officers to help plan their defence.
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In 1915, the 3rd Australian Infantry Brigade consisted of just over 4000 men. This included four infantry battalions, each of around 1000 men, and a headquarters element of approximately 25. The brigade was commanded by a colonel until mid-1915, after which brigades were commanded by brigadiers (Mark Wahlert).


The allied plan was simple. It involved a straightforward assault using the British 29th Division to capture the southern tip of the peninsula around Cape Helles, while the two ANZAC divisions (1st Australian Division and the Australian and New Zealand Division) would land further north at Gaba Tepe. The French were to make a diversionary assault at Besika Bay, while the actual landing occurred at Kum Kale. The 29th Division was to quickly capture the forts along the southern edge of the peninsula, while the French would seal the opposite end of the strait. The Anzacs were to protect the British left flank and march inland to cut the peninsula in two.
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Allied landing beaches at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915 (AAHU).


Preparations by the 3rd Brigade


Soon after the defeat of the allied naval assault on the Dardanelles, the 3rd Brigade was ‘warned out’ to depart Egypt for further training at a destination unknown to the troops but which was, in fact, the island of Lemnos, approximately 70 kilometres from mainland Turkey. As the 3rd Brigade was the only formation among the ANZAC troops ordered to move, and no clear reason for the move was provided, rumours of impending action spread like wildfire and in the 12th Battalion ‘our excitement and curiosity increased.’2 Inter-battalion and brigade rivalry was particularly evident when, after the 3rd Brigade men boasted that they had been selected as they were the best trained, the other battalions responded that it was more likely that they were the most expendable.


The brigade finally arrived at Lemnos on 4 and 5 March. Some of the battalions camped ashore while others were confined to their transport ships due to the shortage of potable water on the island. The 10th Battalion history records that its accommodation on the ‘S.S. Ionian, was not all that could be desired … the ventilation was far from good, men slept on the decks, which were hard, often damp, and always alive with vermin.’3 The 11th Battalion, also confined to its transport ship, complained at being kept on board for several days with little to do. Having assumed that they were finally to see action, the men were ‘naturally disappointed and disgusted at the enforced inaction.’4
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Two soldiers from the 11th Battalion rest during training on Lemnos (art by Jeff Isaacs).


Eventually the brigade organised a schedule of training and, weather permitting, the men were ferried regularly to the island for a series of route marches, bivouacs, hill climbing and practice attacks. They were also given a number of fatigues to perform, including digging trenches and wells, constructing command posts and erecting tents for the hospital. General Birdwood, the ANZAC commander, instructed the 3rd Brigade’s commander, Sinclair-MacLagan, to ensure that his brigade was ‘especially trained in landing and re-embarking’, and advised him to choose practice landing places that resembled those at the toe of the Gallipoli peninsula.5 Consequently, the entire brigade was drilled in ‘disembarking and landing with the men soon [becoming] expert in rope climbing and descent.’ At one point, on 1 April, the brigade practised landing 2000 men on the island. But all did not always go to plan. Private Tom Ford of the 9th Battalion described one of the practice night landings in his diary:


It was a truly laughable affair … men who were aft in the boat [ran] all over the country looking for the rest of the platoon …we would have been shot at over and over again … it was given up as a bad job.6


‘Toughening training’ was also encouraged with the men required to conduct long route marches in full marching order. Specialist training for the signallers, machine-gunners and engineers was arranged with a view to the type of tasks and difficulties they were likely to encounter when they went into action. On 10 April the brigade was brought up to full war establishment with the arrival of reinforcements at Lemnos, and an intense period of battle training commenced, including practice in disembarking and landing in the dark.


General Birdwood received his orders from Hamilton on 12 April and the following day arranged for the senior Australian commanders, including Sinclair-MacLagan, to cruise off the coast of the peninsula to view their landing sites and be briefed on details of the plan. Sinclair-MacLagan was concerned, commenting: ‘If that place is strongly held with guns … it will be almost impregnable for my fellows.’ According to Charles Bean, General Bridges ‘thought him [Sinclair-MacLagan] pessimistic.’7 For several days the various staffs developed the detailed plans and orders that would be crucial to the success of the landings. Hamilton’s initial plan involved the 3rd Brigade landing after dawn and under a fierce naval bombardment. Birdwood convinced him that it would be preferable to land the brigade in darkness and without any bombardment. In effect, Birdwood was relying on surprise.


While the senior officers reconnoitred and planned, the men of the 3rd Brigade were provided no detail of their role in the landing until several days later — and there was much detailed planning to be done. Rumours were rife and the soldiers were soon discussing their role in ‘spearheading the attack towards Constantinople’. Sinclair-MacLagan finally held his orders group for his COs on 21 April, releasing the operations order for the forthcoming landing. The men of the brigade learnt of their role shortly after.
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The first page of the 3rd Brigade’s operational order for the landing at Gallipoli (AWM 23/2/2 3, Brigade Headquarters war diary, April 1915).


The issue of the brigade commander’s orders now enabled the battalions to conduct detailed planning focusing on their specific tasks. The 12th Battalion’s history records that:


On 22nd April a full-dress rehearsal of the landing was carried out – torpedo boat destroyers came alongside and all ranks, with full marching order, went aboard, either down the gangway or by rope ladders thrown over the ship’s side. The destroyers then steamed to a point near the entrance of the harbour and slowed up about 100 yards from the shore, when we got into rowing boats and quickly rowed ourselves to shore, where we formed up rapidly under our respective commanders.8


In the 11th Battalion ‘Everything was now being speeded up for the great adventure. The base kits and the sick were transferred … for shipment to Alexandria.’9 While there was a great deal of administrative action and paperwork to be completed, the men remained crammed aboard the ships in the harbour for lengthy periods. Captain Dixon Hearder of the 11th Battalion wrote, ‘About three times a week we used to go ashore … [a]nd indulge in sham fighting or hill climbing, anything to keep fit, and return about 4pm.’10
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The 10th Battalion in formation on the deck of HMS Prince of Wales the day before the landing. Note that most of the men are wearing British service caps, with just a few slouch hats to be seen (AWM A01829).


The battalion’s CO briefed the men on what to expect and was heard to joke that ‘it will take several battleships … to carry our brigade to Gallipoli; a barge will be sufficient to take us home again.’ In discussing their task with his men, the 10th Battalion’s colonel told them that there ‘was no going back … the Third Brigade is going to strike a hot corner, imported straight from hell.’11 Equipment was checked and re-checked. Each soldier carried over 36 kilograms including his webbing, rifle and bayonet, two empty sandbags, a full water bottle and 240 rounds of ammunition. Some soldiers carried extra equipment such as shovels, picks and engineer stores, additional ammunition for the machine-guns, field telephones or signalling equipment, full canvas water bottles and various other supplies that would be required immediately on the beach. In addition, every man was issued two small white linen bags each containing a day’s food ration (a tin of bully beef, small tin of tea and a sugar ration, an Oxo cube and a supply of hard biscuits). The white of the bags would prove problematic:


The first thing we did was stain the bags a khaki colour … otherwise they would have been an excellent target for the sniper, as our only means of carrying them was to hang them on to our equipment.12


Most of the men had been issued British field service caps to replace their slouch hats, the diggers immediately removing the wire in the rim to eliminate the distinctive shape. Around this time Sinclair-MacLagan issued a special order to the 3rd Brigade, an extract from which appears below:
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3rd Brigade Special Order for Gallipoli Landing (AWM 23/2/2, April 1915).


The 3rd Brigade was to act as the covering force for the main body of the landing. This meant that the brigade’s role was to provide security for the remainder of the ANZAC forces landing behind them. To achieve this, the brigade would capture Third Ridge and thereby screen the main force from enemy observation and, hopefully, enemy fire, while also gathering intelligence on the enemy’s strength, disposition and movements. The success of the landing of the main force also depended on the speed of the 3rd Brigade in securing the beachhead. The importance of securing their objectives without delay was impressed on all the men of the brigade. According to the 3rd Brigade’s war diary, the Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, General Sir Ian Hamilton, specified that ‘the first objective was for a brigade sized covering force to establish itself on the Sari Bair Range to protect the landing of the remainder of the Army Corps.’13


Following frustrating delays to the original landing date caused by storms, on 24 April at around 2.00 pm the force finally began to leave Mudros harbour to steam into position for the landing. The convoy weighed anchor in the shadow of the island of Imbros. The men were both surprised and delighted at the consideration shown to them by their new Royal Navy friends. ‘They couldn’t have done enough for us. The men enjoyed a hot meal. On the Ionian it was bully-beef curry with plenty of fine large onions cooked whole, and, my word, didn’t we enjoy it.’


At around 1.00 am the battleships containing the covering force arrived at their stations off Gaba Tepe. The men were given warm rum or cocoa and final platoon-level inspections were completed. At 3.00 am, the brigade’s first wave commenced boarding the lifeboats for the final leg to the beach. Sinclair-MacLagan remained pessimistic. On taking his leave from his divisional commander, he told Bridges, ‘if we find the Turks holding these ridges in any strength, I honestly don’t think you’ll ever see the 3rd Brigade again.’14
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Men of the 11th Battalion and 1st Engineer Field Company assembled on the forecastle of HMS London at sea off Lemnos, 24 April 1915. The next morning they would leave the London to land on North Beach, Gallipoli (AWM A0246).


Private James Carrington of the 11th Battalion wrote home on 24 April:


I guess that a good many of the 11th Battalion have seen the sun rise for the last time. … We have a nice little load to carry with us … which weighs eighty pounds [approximately 36 kilograms], so I guess we have our work cut out without fighting. Things are moving … so I must stop. If this should happen to be the last [letter], which I hope not, you can take it as a good-bye letter. We are under steam! Hoo roo!15


James, a 33 year old from Bendigo, Victoria, was killed the following day while pushing inland from the coast with B Company.


The British and French landings


The allied forces were scheduled to land over seven separate beaches. Apart from the planned ANZAC landing at ‘Z’ Beach near Gaba Tepe (a few kilometres south of where they actually landed), major landings were also to occur at the tip of the peninsula at ‘V’ and ‘W’ beaches around Cape Helles. These were to be supported by smaller landings at ‘X’ and ‘Y’ beaches north-west of Cape Helles, and at ‘S’ Beach inside the Dardanelles. In addition, a French force was to effect a diversionary landing on the opposite side of the Dardanelles at Kum Kale.


The major British landings around Cape Helles were strongly opposed by infantry and the well-defended fortress at Seddülbahir. As an indication of the ferocity of the fighting, six Victoria Crosses were awarded for bravery at ‘V’ Beach where three battalions suffered casualties amounting to approximately 70% of their strength. At other locations the landings met little or no opposition. The French 1st Division landing at Kum Kale quickly overcame light resistance and, at ‘S’ Beach, the 2nd South Wales Borderers waded ashore unopposed. Likewise, at ‘Y’ Beach, a force of 2000 men found little opposition and advanced within sight of Krithia village. However, Hamilton chose to withdraw his troops from the lightly defended beaches and use them to reinforce the mounting disaster at Cape Helles. Within a month, the British regiments around Cape Helles had suffered 20,000 casualties.


Landing at Anzac


The centrepiece and main focus of the allied landings was to be around Cape Helles. The Anzacs were to secure a landing zone further north and, in so doing, protect the northern flank of the main landings at Cape Helles and force the Turks to commit their sizeable reserves known to be in the area. Should the opportunity arise, they were then to move quickly inland behind the Turkish positions at Cape Helles and cut the peninsula in two. So as to surprise the Turks, the ANZAC landings were not preceded by a preliminary bombardment. However, as dawn broke on 25 April, it was the Australians who were surprised. Instead of the wide beach and open, flat country they had been expecting, they faced steep cliffs, deep gullies and constant sniping from an enemy occupying the high ground.
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Australian infantry towed towards Gallipoli by a steam pinnace on 25 April 1915 (AWM P1287/11/01).


The lifeboats of the first wave, consisting of six infantry companies (around 1300 men), two each from the 9th, 10th and 11th battalions, supported by the 1st Engineer Field Company and men from the headquarters of the 9th, 10th and 11th battalions (to act as guides for their main bodies), were towed, several at a time, towards the shore.16 The 9th Battalion was on the right flank, the 10th in the centre and the 11th on the left. The 12th Battalion was the brigade reserve and was to follow the first wave with the reminder of the 9th, 10th and 11th battalions. In an attempt to ensure surprise, the men were to land with unloaded rifles. Just the bayonet was to be used until they were either fully engaged by enemy forces or sunrise had removed the final element of surprise.


When they were some 50 metres from the beach, the tows let go of their charges and the men rowed the rest of the way. At around 30 metres from the beach, according to the 10th Battalion’s historian, ‘one solitary rifle opened fire closely followed by another, until the whole beach was swept with a terrific rifle and machine gun fire – but still the boats moved on.’17 While it is unlikely that the Turks had machine-guns to oppose the landing, the situation was certainly very confused.18 Private Percy Young of the 9th Battalion described his experience landing that morning:


Bullets splashed all around the boats … We pulled with all our might for the shore; men cried, laughed, prayed, swore and still the bullets tore through the boats … Those that were able, sprang into the water, helter-skelter, pell-mell out of the boats. The water was up to our necks, but stumbling and wading we reached the shore, and rushed for any bit of cover that was available.19


Just before dawn, at around 4.30 am, the majority of the first wave landed close to Ari Burnu (Bee Point). Many Australians today have romantic notions of the ANZAC landing, but to any observer watching the troops disembark that morning, it would have looked very confused and uncoordinated. While in the half-light of dawn it was difficult to discern details of the terrain, it was becoming increasingly obvious to the men that they had landed in the wrong place. They were, in fact, some three kilometres too far north. This confusion was exacerbated by the fact that there were no maps and the area they now found themselves in was largely unknown. In addition, the boats had become mixed up and units were scattered along the shoreline. Worst of all, the enemy had the audacity to fire on them. One sergeant from the 10th Battalion recalled, ‘it was such confusion that I didn’t see anything of my actual troops until a couple of days later.’20


The enemy soldiers facing the ANZAC landing came from Major Ismet’s 2nd Battalion, 27th Regiment, which had its headquarters at Gaba Tepe and was responsible for covering a large section of the west coast of the peninsula. Under Major Ismet’s command was Captain Faik’s 4th Company, which was responsible for the area north of Gaba Tepe. Faik’s company had three platoons, each of some 60 to 70 men. Faik deployed a platoon at Fisherman’s Hut, another on Plugge’s Plateau and the third in depth back on Second Ridge, with a gun battery in support on the 400 Plateau near the Lonesome Pine. Defending the area around Ari Burnu was Second Lieutenant Muharrem’s platoon. The platoon had nine sections of infantry, each of around seven to ten men. Muharrem’s headquarters and most of his platoon were dug in on Plugge’s Plateau. In addition, he had deployed small observation posts on Hell Spit and Ari Burnu knoll. As dawn began to break and with the initial Australian landing parties still some 25 metres from the shore, Muharrem’s platoon opened fire. One wag from the 11th Battalion was heard to comment, ‘They better cut that out or someone might get killed!’


The Australian War Memorial’s archives contain a large number of letters from soldiers describing the landing. Interestingly, some of the authors of these letters were not even at the landing.21 Many of these descriptions — even from those who did land on 25 April — are very colourful, descriptive and large numbers are remarkably inaccurate. The landing was not the slaughter of popular mythology. Perhaps a dozen from the first wave were killed in the boats or on the beach. Accurate fire in the dark from the defenders was almost impossible and thus their impact is difficult to ascertain. Most of the casualties on that first day occurred later as the men attempted to push inland. And enemy fire was not the only threat to life during the landing. Some of the men, nervous and eager to escape the Turkish bullets now striking their boats, jumped overboard and drowned, dragged down by the weight of their ammunition and equipment. A few were also hit by ‘friendly fire’ in the half-light of dawn. Such was the confusion of that morning.




Did the Australians land at the wrong beach?
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Map courtesy of John Coates, An Atlas of Australia’s Wars, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 2006.


For decades controversy has surrounded the question of whether the Australians landed at the wrong beach. Many assume that the Navy mistakenly landed the first wave of Australians at what became Anzac Cove, further north than planned, and that this mistake was caused by currents or a simple error of navigation. However, the ANZAC Commander, General Sir William Birdwood, stated in the period following the landings that it had been his intention to land the Australians at Anzac Cove as, while the area was much more rugged than around Brighton Beach, it was less heavily defended. Was this a lie to cover a blunder or a well-concealed plan to deceive the Turks? Certainly there is little evidence to support Birdwood’s claim and much to suggest that it was a simple mistake. None of the senior commanders, for example, appears to have known of any change in landing site. Colonel Sinclair-MacLagan, Commander of the 3rd Brigade and thus the first troops to land, was surprised to find that they had landed at the wrong beach. Not even the Commander of the 1st Australian Division, General Bridges, appears to have known of any change.


Certainly a landing close to Gaba Tepe was likely to have been strongly opposed by the Turks as they had given a great deal of thought to Gaba Tepe and had two reserve battalions located nearby. And while some boats were likely to have landed as far north as Anzac Cove and even North Beach under the original plan, not all of them were to have beached as far north as they did. To lend some perspective to this landing ‘error’, almost 30 years later, the Americans missed Utah Beach by around 1800 metres during the Normandy landing after a year of planning.
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A ‘permanent’ soldier was one who was employed full-time and with full pay. They were usually
training, administrative or artillery personnel and later formed the basis of the specialist service
and supporting corps.

A ‘volunteer’ was a part-time soldier who gave of his time and services for no payment from the
government. Volunteerism was the traditional method of serving for citizen-soldiers. Militia soldiers,
like their volunteer counterparts,served part-time but unlike the volunteers they received payment for
time spent training and parading on a daily pro-rata basis.

(Stockings, The Making and Breaking of the Post-federation Australian Army, p.8)
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Organisation Approx. Size Commander’s Rank
Army 60,000-100,000 General

Corps 30,000 Lieutenant General
Division 15,000-20,000 Major General
Brigade 3000—4000 Brigadier

Battalion 700-1000 Lieutenant Colonel
Company 120-185 Captain / Major
Platoon 32-40 Lieutenant

Section 8-11 Corporal
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MAJOR ACTIONS OF THE 3RD INFANTRY BRIGADE, AIF, 1914-1918

ACTION

DATE
GALLIPOLI 25 APRIL 20 DEC 1915
% POZIERES 23 - 26 JULY 1916

s MOUQUET FARM

21 - 23 AUGUST 1916

= ADVANCE TO THE HINDENBURG LINE

24 FEBRUARY - 3 MARCH 1917

-t 2ND BULLECOURT

6-17 MAY 1917

”- BATTLE OF MENIN RD

19 - 22 SEPTEMBER 1917

PASSCHENDAELE (ALSO CALLED 3RD YPRES)

26 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER 1917

BATTLE OF HAZEBROUCK (GERMAN
OPERATION GEORGETTE)

13-17 APRIL 1918

LYS (ALSO CALLED FOURTH YPRES)

19 - 23 APRIL 1918

MONT DE MERRIS

2 -4 JUNE 1918

AMIENS / LIHONS

10 - 21 AUGUST 1918

BATTLE OF CHUIGNES

23 - 25 AUGUST 1918

ASSAULT ON THE HINDENBURG LINE

18 - 25 SEPTEMBER 1918
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