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  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  Introduction




  Massachusetts was settled in 1620 by a brave band of 101 men, women, and children. From that initial Plimoth outpost in the “wilds of Massachusetts” grew the state that has garnered a worldwide reputation for its educational institutions, medical facilities, unique sites and culture, rich history, and physical beauty. Boston, the state capital, is considered the gateway to New England and is popular with both domestic and international tourists because of the breadth of its attractions—performing and visual arts, sports facilities, and cultural institutions.




  The book is arranged from the western part of the state toward the eastern end, and then proceeds down the Massachusetts coast. Each entry includes an address, telephone number, website, and description. Where possible, hours, prices, and directions have been added to the entries. The suggested age ranges for a particular site are just that, suggested guidelines. Parents or caregivers must use their own judgment and experience based on the maturity of the child to determine whether a particular site is appropriate.




  The maps in the beginning of each chapter are designed to orient you to a particular area, but they are in no way intended to be a substitute for a detailed state road system map.




  The following key indicates pricing by dollar sign instead of a numerical rate for lodgings and restaurants. Lodging prices fluctuate depending on location and time of year. Please be aware that lunch is usually a better value at an establishment than dinner. Be sure to inquire about family rates or discounts where indicated in this text.




  RATES USED IN THIS GUIDE




  Rates for places to stay and eat are represented with dollar signs and offer a sense of the price ranges at press time.




  Rates for Accommodations




  

    

      	$



      	up to $125

    




    

      	$$



      	$126 to $225

    




    

      	$$$



      	$226 to $325

    




    

      	$$$$



      	more than $325

    


  




  Rates for Restaurants




  

    

      	$



      	most entrees under $15

    




    

      	$$



      	most $15 to $24

    




    

      	$$$



      	most $25 to $35

    




    

      	$$$$



      	most over $35

    


  




  SPECIAL NOTES OF INTEREST




  The Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism is eager to send information packages to prospective tourists. The Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism can be contacted at the State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 4510, Boston, MA 02116; (617) 973-8500 or (800) 227-MASS (US or Canada); massvacation.com. To reserve a stay at any one of the Massachusetts state campgrounds, contact Reserve America toll-free at (877) 422-6762 or online at reserveamerica.com. Individual state parks will no longer make reservations. The entire state park system consists of state reservations, parks, and forests, which for the most part charge entry fees. It may be more economical to buy a season pass for $35 if you’re a Massachusetts resident ($45 for out-of-staters) at the parks or by telephone or online with Reserve America. The national parks, refuges, monuments, and sanctuaries offer the Golden Eagle Pass, a season pass that allows entry to multiple sites.
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  Attractions Key




  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.




  

    

      	SWIMMING
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      	BOATING/BOAT TOUR
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      	HISTORIC SITE
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      	HIKING/WALKING
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      	FISHING
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      	BIKING
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      	AMUSEMENT PARK
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      	HORSEBACK RIDING
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      	SKIING/WINTER SPORTS
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      	PARK
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      	ANIMAL VIEWING



      	[image: frn_fig_015.png]

    




    

      	FOOD
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      	LODGING
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      	CAMPING
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      	MUSEUM
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      	PERFORMING ARTS
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      	SPORTS/ATHLETICS
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      	PICNICKING
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      	PLAYGROUND
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      	SHOPPING
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      	PLANTS/GARDENS/NATURE TRAILS
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      	FARM



      	[image: frn_fig_026.png]
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The Berkshires





  




  Covering the western end of Massachusetts, Berkshire County changes dramatically, from the high mountains and isolated valleys in the north to the hilly forests and farmland of the area along the Connecticut border. A magnet for leaf-peeper pilgrimages, the color is brilliant in autumn, sweeping over the knolls and rises of the landscape. Tell the kids to keep an eye out for the carved wooden Indians that “guard” the tourist shops along the Mohawk Trail; they are a nod to the native peoples who once frequented this road when it was just a path. Williamstown, found in the westerly end of the Mohawk Trail, is known for Williams College and its world-class art museums set in a classic New England village of white churches and clapboard houses along the edges of the town green. To the southeast of North Adams is Mt. Greylock, the state’s highest mountain, part of a huge park full of hiking trails of varying difficulties, as well as waterfalls, fishing areas, and campgrounds.




  The southern Berkshire area is gentler in topography and more cultural in nature. The region abounds with museums, theaters, and outdoor classical music venues, the most famous of which is Tanglewood, summer home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Kids will marvel at the round stone barn at Hancock Shaker Village outside Pittsfield. Farther south, in Stockbridge, take the time to walk along the long porch and through the enormous lobby area of the rambling old Red Lion Inn. During the winter Berkshire County is a mecca for skiing families.




  The Berkshire Visitor Bureau, 66 Allen St., Pittsfield, MA 01201, can be contacted at (413) 743-4500 or (800) 237-5747; berkshires.org. They are extremely helpful if you want information or hot tips on Berkshire County.
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  Mohawk Trail




  The Mohawk Trail, Route 2, is the highway version of the path that Native Americans used to travel from the Connecticut River Valley to the Hudson River Valley. Sixty-seven miles long, the road is only partially in the Berkshires, since it begins in the Connecticut River Valley. Near the town of Florida, the trail passes by the entrance to the Hoosac Tunnel, which at 25,081 feet (or 4.82 engineering miles) was the longest railway tunnel in the country when it was completed in 1875. An engineering marvel in its time, the Hoosac Tunnel was the first construction to use nitroglycerin. Stop at the Wigwam Western Summit Gift Shop not for the shop—it’s closed and shuttered—but for the telescope (25 cents for about 3 minutes) on the edge of the steep hill that overlooks the northern Berkshires. Other viewing areas on Route 2 with telescopes are located at the Golden Eagle Restaurant in Clarksburg and near the Eastern Summit Gift Shop in Florida. The highest point on the trail is the Whitcomb Summit at 2,240 feet. To the east of the summit is the Elk Memorial, the second-most photographed statue on the Mohawk. The elk, sculpted by Eli Harvey, serves as a memorial to the fallen members of the Order of Elks in World War I. Trail warning: The trail makes several hairpin turns on its way into North Adams. For more information on the Mohawk Trail, contact the Mohawk Trail Association, PO Box 1044, North Adams, MA 01247; (413) 743-8127; mohawktrail.com.




  TopPicks in the Berkshires




  

    

      	
Hancock Shaker Village and the Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield



    


  




  

    

      	
Mt. Greylock State Reservation, Lanesborough



    


  




  

    

      	Mohawk Trail


    


  




  

    

      	
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute, Williamstown



    


  




  

    

      	
Tanglewood Music Festival, Lenox



    


  




  North Adams




  The City of Spires, as residents like to call it, is a bit run-down nowadays; the beautiful old brick factories and warehouses that produced paper, textiles, and leather goods are mostly empty now. Several of these buildings are the home of the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, which everyone calls Mass MoCA.
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  Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art aka Mass MoCA (all ages)




  1040 MASS MoCA Way, North Adams; (413) 662-2111; massmoca.org. Open daily July 1 through Labor Day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., after Labor Day through June 25, Wed through Mon 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed Tues). Admission: $15 for adults, $10 for college students, $5 for children 6 to 16, free for children under 5. Combination tickets are available with other area museums.




  A rising Phoenix from its former factory setting, MASS MoCA is one of the liveliest and largest centers for making and showing the best art and music of our time. Three floors in a building at the campus center house a retrospective of more than 100 Sol Lewitt wall drawings in a variety of mediums, showing the breadth and depth of his career—there’s over an acre of his work on display. A 10,000-square-foot repurposed water tank on the museum campus is dedicated to the work of German artist Anselm Kiefer. It’s open in warm months. Kidspace is MASS MoCA’s child-centered gallery, complete with art-making activities on weekends, holidays, and in the summer. The museum stages over 40 nights of dance, music, theater, and film throughout the year, including two major music festivals on indoor and outdoor stages. Call for public hours, programs, and a family activity schedule. Try the lobby cafe, Lickety Split, for a snack.
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  North Adams Historical Society Museum of History and Science (all ages)




  Route 8, Western Gateway Heritage State Park, Building 5A, North Adams; (413) 664-4700; northadamshistory.org. Open May 1 through Oct, Thurs through Sat from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun from 1 to 4 p.m. Limited hours Nov through Apr, Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun 1 to 4 p.m. Closed on holidays. Admission and parking are free; donations accepted.




  With more than 25 permanent exhibits and a temporary gallery within a 6,000-square-foot space, the museum details the history and natural environment of North Adams and the region on three amazing floors. Kids will be attracted to the history of North Adams and its agrarian and industrial past. Other kid-friendly exhibits are Grandma’s Attic, the Barracks Room containing a replica of Fort Massachusetts (which was located in North Adams), and the Blacklight Gallery. On the second floor is the Science Discovery Center with a cool hands-on area.
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  Western Gateway Heritage State Park and Tourism Information Center (all ages)




  Route 8, 115 State St., Building 4, North Adams; (413) 663-6312; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/western-gateway-heritage-state-park-generic.html. Open daily mid-May through mid-Oct 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., mid-Oct through mid-May Thurs to Mon 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Due to staff limitations, call before arrival to verify hours. Free; donations accepted.




  If your family includes a railroad buff or two, visit the Western Gateway Heritage State Park, a former railroad yard. An introductory 30-minute video sets the tone, along with interesting tidbits about North Adams’s history as a bustling railroad town (changing historical and seasonal exhibits), the growth of the railroad industry, and the construction of the Hoosac Tunnel. There are family programs throughout the year. Kids like the working scale-model railroad that depicts North Adams in the 1950s and the Junior Explorers Program. There are free lectures on Sat; consult the website for the weekly topic.
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  Where to Eat




  Brewhaha, 437 West Main St., North Adams; (413) 664-2020. Open 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thurs through Tues (closed Wed). Try the orange almond French toast or one of their specialty coffees or teas. $




  Freight Yard Restaurant and Pub, 1 Furnace Park, Western Gateway Heritage State Park, North Adams; (413) 663-6547; freightyardpub.com. Open year-round for lunch and dinner. Serving burgers, pasta, steak, and seafood. Kids’ menu. $–$$$




  Golden Eagle Restaurant, Route 2, 1935 Mohawk Trail (at the hairpin turn), Clarksburg; (413) 663-9834; thegoldeneaglerestaurant.com. Open Memorial Day through mid-Nov and winter weekends, serving lunch and dinner. Good old-fashioned American cooking and fabulous sunsets from the seasonal outdoor patio. Reasonably priced. $–$$$




  

    Down the Road!




    Seven Western Massachusetts Scenic Byways were created to help point the way to the best discoveries in the western Massachusetts region; bywayswestmass.com.


  




  Gramercy Bistro (at MASS MoCA campus), 87 Marshall St., North Adams; (413) 663-5300; gramercybistro.com. Open year-round Wed through Mon, for dinner only, lunch is offered Wed through Sat Memorial Day through the end of Oct. Upper-scale fine dining in a casual atmosphere. Sunday brunches popular with families. $–$$$
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  Where to Stay




  Blackinton Manor, 1391 Massachusetts Ave., North Adams; (413) 663-5795; blackinton-manor.com. Former mill owner’s home. Lovely antique building tastefully furnished. Close to Mass MoCA and Williams College. Children 12 and up. $$–$$$




  The Porches Inn, 231 River St., North Adams; (413) 664-0400; porches.com. Forty-seven rooms and suites in six connecting Victorian-era row houses that have been renovated. Outdoor heated pool, many rooms with Jacuzzi-style tubs. Room includes continental breakfast. Condé Nast award winner. Seasonal assortment of treats in the lobby. Cribs. $$–$$$$




  Williamstown




  Williamstown hasn’t changed much since the late 19th century—it’s a quintessential New England town. It’s home to one of New England’s best small liberal arts colleges, Williams College, and to two exceptional art museums: the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute and the Williams College Museum of Art. For more information on Williamstown, contact the Williamstown Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 357, 7 Denison Park Dr., Williamstown, MA 01267; (413) 458-9077 or (800) 214-3799; williamstownchamber.com.
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  Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute (all ages)




  225 South St., Williamstown; (413) 458-2303; clarkart.edu. Open year-round, Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the addition of Mon from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in July and Aug. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Admission: $15 June through Oct; the rest of the year it is free for adults; children under age 18 and full-time students are free year-round. Combo tickets with other museums are available.
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  The Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute, fondly known locally as “the Clark,” has a world-class collection of late 19th-century paintings by Renoir, Monet, Corot, Pissarro, and Degas, among others. Also of interest is a room with paintings by the American artists Sargent, Remington, Inness, and Homer, admired American painters of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They were contemporaries, and all were celebrated in their time for very different styles and subject matter: Sargent for his exquisite portraits of high-society figures; Remington for his depictions of cowboys and western life; Inness for his ethereal landscapes; and Homer for his haunting New England sea and mountain scenes. July 2014 marked the grand reopening of the original 1955 building (where the permanent collection is housed), which was closed for renovation and expansion of a brand-new visitor, conference, and exhibition center. The beautiful grounds are a great spot for a picnic and the band concerts every Tues in July. Call for the schedule of children’s special events. An extremely popular event with families is the annual Summer Family Day, with free admission and family fun activities. Two dining options will please any palate.




  




  

    Play Time




    From late June through Aug, the Williamstown Theatre Festival, PO Box 517, 1000 Main St., Williamstown, MA 01267; (413) 597-3399 (schedules and information) or (413) 597-3400 (box office); wtfestival.org, one of the country’s preeminent theater groups, presents musicals, dramas, children’s theater, and special events. Most performances are at Williams College’s Adams Memorial Theater or the ’62 Centre for Theatre and Dance.
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  Williams College Museum of Art (all ages)




  15 Lawrence Hall Dr. (off of Route 2, Main Street), Williamstown; (413) 597-2429; wcma.williams.edu. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed Wed), Sun 1 to 5 p.m. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Free.




  The Williams College Museum of Art is one of the best college art museums in the country in terms of the breadth of its collection, which spans antiquity to the present, including contemporary, modern American, and non-Western art. The museum encourages multidisciplinary learning through encounters with works of art that traverse time periods and cultures. Good traveling exhibitions stop here too. The museum offers free public performances and lectures, as well as summer education programs.




  Other Things to See & Do




  Natural Bridge State Park, McCauley Road off Route 8, North Adams; (413) 663-6392 or (413) 663-8469 (off-season); mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/natural-bridge-state-park-generic.html. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Memorial Day through Columbus Day. White marble natural bridge that was formed 550 million years ago by glacial retreat. Summer interpretive programs. Parking fee: $2 per car.




  Old Hopkins Observatory and Mehlin Museum of Astronomy, Williams College, Williamstown; (413) 597-2188; astronomy.williams.edu/hopkins-observatory/milham-planetarium. Oldest astronomical observatory in the US. Planetarium.




  Steeple Cats, PO Box 540, Joe Wolfe Field, North Adams; (413) 652-1031; steeplecats.com. Member of the New England Collegiate Baseball League.




  Williamstown Rural Land Foundation at Sheep Hill, 671 Cold Spring Rd., Williamstown; (413) 458-2494; wrlf.org. Fifty-acre preserved property land trust with additional trails on other properties in Williamstown. Summer interpreter, hiking trails, children’s programs, special events. Most events are free; donations welcome.
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  Where to Eat




  Hobson’s Choice, 159 Water St., Williamstown; (413) 458-9101; hobsonsrestaurant.com. Homemade soups and abundant salad bar. Kids can order a half plate. $–$$$




  Water Street Grill, 123 Water St., Williamstown; (413) 458-2175; waterstgrill.com. Open for lunch (burgers, sandwiches, seafood) and dinner (pasta, steaks, seafood) in the comfortable dining room or the tavern. Kids’ menu. $–$$
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  Where to Stay




  House on Main Street B&B, 1120 Main St., Williamstown; (413) 458-3031; houseonmainstreet.com. Three rooms with private baths; 3 others share 1 full and 1 half bath. The big screened-in porch is a nice spot to relax. Wonderful breakfasts. Caters to food allergies. $–$$




  The Orchards, 222 Adams Rd., Williamstown; (413) 458-9611 or (800) 225-1517; orchardshotel.com. Antiques, four-poster beds, fireplaces, pond, outdoor pool, Jacuzzi, exercise room. Complimentary cookies and beverages every day. Great restaurant (Gala Steakhouse and Bistro, $–$$$$) serving elegant specialties. Cribs. $–$$$$




  Adams, Lanesborough & Hancock




  Adams is the birthplace of Susan B. Anthony, the suffragist who led the struggle to gain the vote for women and is still remembered with an annual summer festival in July called Susan B. Anthony Days. Adams is set peacefully along the banks of the Hoosic River and shadowed by Mt. Greylock. The southern entrance to Mt. Greylock is in Lanesborough. Due west is the town of Hancock; blink and you are in the state of New York! Hancock is noted for being a quiet and peaceful place. For information on Adams, contact the Adams Visitor Center, 3 Hoosick St., Adams, MA 01220; (413) 743-8356; town.adams.ma.us/Public_Documents/AdamsMA_CommDev/AdamsMA_Planning/visitorsctr. Contained in the same building is the Thunderbolt Ski Museum with a video and historical displays.
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  Ashuwillticook Rail Trail Bike Path (all ages)




  Current access is at Cheshire Lake in Cheshire, at the Berkshire Mall in Lanesborough, and in Russell Fields in Adams and in Adams Center; (413) 442-8928 (DEM Region 5 Headquarters); mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/ashuwillticook-rail-trail.html. Open all year. Free.




  The Ashuwillticook Rail Trail Bike Path is an 11.2-mile trail (a former rail bed) that is fairly flat for an easy ride. The Massachusetts State Park Rail Trail extends from Lanesborough to Cheshire to Adams. There are beautiful vistas (a good leg of the trail is on Cheshire Lake) with potentially great views of fall foliage and mountainscapes. All the rail trails can be used for jogging, walking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. Forgot your bike? Call Berkshire Outfitters, 169 Grove St. in Adams, at (413) 743-5900; berkshireoutfitters.com. They are 300 yards from an access point and 1 mile from the northern entrance to the trail. Rent hybrid bikes with comfort saddles as well as tag-along trailers and half bikes for older children. Helmets are included!




  Amazing


  Massachusetts Facts [image: chpt_fig_029]




  

    Mt. Greylock, at 3,491 feet, is the highest point in the state. Incorporated in 1898, it was the first state park in Massachusetts.
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  Mt. Greylock State Reservation (all ages)




  Visitor Center, 30 Rockwell Rd., Lanesborough; (413) 499-4263 or (413) 499-4262; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/mt-greylock-state-reservation-generic.html. The park is open from sunrise until a half hour before sunset. The Visitor Center is open daily year-round, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with extended hours Memorial Day through Columbus Day. There are several ways to approach the mountain. One is following the Western Massachusetts Scenic Byway from Western Gateway Heritage State Park in North Adams (take the Furnace Street bypass, which merges to Reservoir Road, follow to Notch Road through a residential area that turns into woody hills; signs will direct you from there). The other is via Route 7 in Lanesborough (follow the signs). TIP: The auto road is open to the summit late May through Oct (weather depending). Recreational vehicles over 13 feet and tour buses aren’t permitted. Free; however, there is a $2 parking fee in season at the summit.




  Mt. Greylock State Reservation is an enormous park (more than 12,500 acres) with 70 miles of hiking trails of varying difficulties, as well as backpack camping (contact Reserve America at 877-422-6762 or reserveamerica.com for one of the sites that can accommodate families or groups), nature viewing, fishing, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling. The visitor center in Lanesborough is an excellent first stop; be sure to get a map. A large tabletop relief map shows the park’s layout and topography. Even if your family hasn’t done a lot of hiking, don’t be discouraged. Many of the park’s trails leave from the parking area on top of the mountain (this is one of the reasons it’s such a terrific family place; you can drive right to the best part). One of the routes suggested by the rangers is a 4-mile round-trip hike from the summit down Overlook Trail to Hopper Trail, then on to March Cataract Falls.




  Note: The weather can change quickly and unexpectedly on Mt. Greylock. Every year a few experienced hikers find themselves stranded. Get a map and talk to rangers in the visitor center before you begin your hike.




  Whether or not you hike, don’t end your visit to Mt. Greylock without climbing the War Memorial Tower. On a clear day you’ll be able to see Mt. Monadnock in New Hampshire, 56 miles away, as well as the full Berkshire range, the Taconics in New York, southern Vermont, deep into Connecticut, Mount Wachusett in Central Massachusetts, and the southern part of the Appalachians for a five-state view. The tower is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, late May through mid-Oct, weather permitting. When the wind picks up from the east, hang gliders and parasailers can be seen launching off the east side of the mountain, and it is a spectacular sight! October is the busiest month to visit because of the brilliant foliage views.




  On Columbus Day the town of Adams sponsors the Mt. Greylock Ramble, an annual trek to the mountain summit from the Cheshire Harbor Trailhead on West Mountain Road, a great family event 3.3 miles one-




  way to the summit.




  Other Things to See & Do




  Bakers Miniature Golf, 658 South Main St., Lanesborough; (413) 443-6102; bakersgolfcenter.com. Miniature golf and driving range. Next door is a Pitch ’n’ Putt and go-karts. Open seasonally.




  Ioka Valley Farm, 3475 Route 43, Hancock; (413) 738-5915; iokavalleyfarm.com. An agritourism four-season destination. Petting farm (Uncle Don’s Barnyard), pick-your-own Indian corn and pumpkins, maple-sugaring demonstrations and tastings, recycled-farm-equipment playground, and hayrides at pumpkin time. Choose and cut your own holiday tree. The Calf-A (pun on cafe !) is open in the spring, serving homemade pancakes, waffles, and French toast with their own maple syrup.




  

    Take Me Out to the Fair!




    The only major agricultural fair in the Berkshires, the Adams Fair takes place during the last days of July/first days of Aug at Bowe Field off Route 8 (Old Columbia Street). Call (413) 663-3977 or visit aafadams.tripod.com for more information.


  




  Susan B. Anthony Birthplace and Museum, 67 East St., Adams; (413) 743-7121; susanbanthonybirthplace.com. Susan B. Anthony was a suffragist, early feminist, and social reformer; the museum’s exhibits revolve around her life and times. Admission fee.




  The East Hoosuck Quaker Meeting House, corner of Notch Road and Maple Street, Maple Street Cemetery, Adams; (413) 743-1799; adamshistorical.us/collections/quaker_house/index.html. Open Sun afternoons 1 to 4 p.m. between the Fourth of July and Columbus Day.
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  Where to Eat




  Greylock’s Bascom Lodge, Summit Road, Lanesborough; (413) 743-1591; bascomlodge.net. The lodge, built in the 1930s, sits atop Mt. Greylock. Run by the Bascom Lodge Group. Many renovations and upgrades have occurred. Open June to late Oct. Gift shop and cafe. Reservations required for dinner (not for breakfast or lunch). $–$$$
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  Where to Stay




  Greylock’s Bascom Lodge, Summit Road, Lanesborough; (413) 743-1591; bascomlodge.net. The eight rooms are rustic but comfortable and vary in size, from dormitory-style rooms that sleep 8 people to private doubles. All rooms share baths and are provided with linens. $–$$




  Florida, Dalton & Hinsdale




  It’s rumored that the small village of Florida is the most frigid spot in the state because of its location, not quite the tropical picture its name would suggest. But in the summer months, with refreshing waters and cooling falls, Savoy State Park in Florida is a hidden jewel. Dalton is home to the Crane Paper Company, which has bragging rights as the only supplier of paper for US currency. Hinsdale takes great pride in native son Israel Bissell, who gave Paul Revere a run for his money.




  

    The Midnight Ride of Israel Bissell?




    A few miles southeast of Dalton is the small town of Hinsdale, whose claim to fame is Israel Bissell. Bissell is the man who outdid Paul Revere: In five days he rode from Hinsdale through Connecticut to New York and on to Philadelphia to carry the news of the colonists’ confrontation with the British in 1775. Bissell is buried in the Maple Street Cemetery (take Route 143 east; the cemetery is at the top of the first small hill after Route 8).
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  Crane Museum (all ages)




  Housatonic Street, off Route 8, Dalton; (413) 684-2600; crane.com (click on “About Us” and then on “Crane Museum of Papermaking”). Open June through mid-Oct, Mon through Fri 1 to 5 p.m. Free.




  Crane Paper Company makes the paper on which all US currency is printed. Tour the museum to learn how paper is made and see a display about the history of paper money. Crane papers are used for currency, bonds, stock certificates, and fine stationery.
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  Savoy Mountain State Forest (all ages)




  260 Central Shaft Rd., Florida; (413) 663-8469; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/savoy-mt-state-forest-generic.html. From Route 2 in Florida, turn onto Central Shaft Road. Open year-round dawn to dusk. Day-use fee $5. TIP: This is black bear country, so store food properly.
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  Savoy Mountain State Forest, on 11,000 acres, is a less crowded version of Mt. Greylock State Reservation. The park is especially appealing to children because of the good swimming in North Pond (there isn’t much legal swimming on Greylock). The hiking is less challenging too, and the pleasant trek to Tannery Falls brings you to one of the nicest falls in the Berkshires. There are four cabins (rentable year-round) on the banks of South Pond and forty-five campsites available Memorial Day to Columbus Day; contact Reserve America at (877) 422-6762; reserveamerica.com.




  




  

    Berkshire Skiing Meccas




    During the winter Berkshire County is a mecca for skiing families. Some of New England’s best small-scale, family-oriented downhill and cross-country ski areas are here. All can boast of excellent ski schools, family packages, and reasonably priced accommodations either at the base of the mountain or within a few miles.




    • Bousquet Ski Area, 101 Dan Fox Dr., Pittsfield; (413) 442-8316; bousquets.com. Downhill skiing (day and night), snow tubing, and snowboarding. There are 20 trails. Summer fun at Play Bousquet.




    • Butternut Basin, Route 23, 380 State Rd., Great Barrington; (413) 528-2000 or (800) 438-SNOW; skibutternut.com. Downhill skiing (1,000-foot vertical drop), 12 lifts (3 quads), 2 terrain parks with jumps and moguls, 2 lodges, 4 magic carpets for beginners, a 7-lane tubing park, and rentals. Fifth-graders ski free weekdays with an accompanying adult skier ticket purchase (non-holiday weeks only).




    • Canterbury Farm, 1986 Fred Snow Rd., Becket; (413) 623-0100; canterbury-farms.com. Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. Beautiful setting. Bed-and-breakfast on the property. One fee rental for cross-country skiing, ice skating, or snowshoeing—switch them out anytime from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.!




    • Catamount, Route 23, South Egremont; (413) 528-1262; catamountski.com. A 1,000-foot vertical drop; longest run is 2.5 miles, the longest in the Berkshires. Six lifts, 34 trails. Ski school, nursery, rentals, night skiing, and a snowboard megaplex consisting of 2 parks. Off-season, try the Catamount Aerial Adventure Park.




    • Cranwell Resort, Route 20, 55 Lee Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-1364 or (800) CRANWELL; cranwell.com. Cross-country skiing; 114 deluxe rooms; gourmet dining in Wyndhurst Restaurant in a historic setting. Amenities include an 18-hole PGA golf course, tennis courts, ice skating, and 1 indoor and 1 outdoor heated pool.




    • Jiminy Peak, 37 Corey Rd., Route 43 to Brodie Mountain Road, Hancock; (413) 738-5500 or (800) 882-8859 (lodging); jiminypeak.com. Self-contained resort with nice condominiums and a slope-side inn. The state’s first 6-passenger lift is here, along with 8 other lifts. There are 3 snowboard terrain parks and 45 trails, 22 of which are lit for night skiing. Challenging steep intermediate runs and black-diamond slopes deserve their rating. There’s a kids-only area for KidsRule with lessons, and the day-care center takes kids from 6 months up. Jiminy Peak has gone green and is the first resort in the nation to generate its own energy, saving about one-third of its output. During the summer the Mountain Adventure Park is a popular attraction for the kids. It includes an alpine slide, mountain coaster (which is also open in the winter), a giant swing, a rock-climbing wall, 4 Euro-bungee trampolines, jousting, a spider web, a bouncy bounce, and a rope adventure. The Aerial Adventure Park is a challenge course offering zip-lining fun and rope bridges through the trees. Scenic rides and mountain biking round out your day.




    • Notchview Reservation, 83 Old Route 9, Windsor; (413) 684-0148 or (413) 298-3239; thetrustees.org. Free for Trustees of Reservations members weekdays during the summer and winter; a fee is charged winter weekends. Nonmembers are charged at all times. Trustees of Reservations property with more than 3,000 acres for hiking and cross-country skiing (with 25 kilometers of groomed trails in the winter out of 40 kilometers of trails). The base elevation is 2,000 feet, which translates to more snowfall than other cross-country ski areas located at lower elevations. Facilities include a lodge, 2 trailside picnic shelters, and rentals for snowshoes (they are considering having cross-country ski rentals—check before you go!)




    • Otis Ridge, Route 23W, Otis; (413) 269-4444; otisridge.com. A small downhill ski area oriented to families. The vertical drop is only 400 feet, and there are just 11 runs. An overnight camp is offered in the winter during school vacations. Come here if you want your kids to learn to ski in an intimate setting; experienced skiers will be bored.
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  Where to Stay




  Maplewood Bed & Breakfast, 435 Maple St., Hinsdale; (413) 655-8167; maple woodbandb.com. Three rooms, one being a two-room suite popular with families. Kids are welcome, however, the house isn’t childproof. $–$$




  Pittsfield




  The residents of Pittsfield are extremely dedicated to preserving the contributions of the Shakers to the American lifestyle at Hancock Shaker Village. Pittsfield offers many recreational and cultural opportunities, with its many lakes, museums, and parks. Great sources of information are the Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, Central Station, 66 Allen St., Pittsfield, MA 01201 (413-499-4000; berkshirechamber.com) and the Town of Pittsfield, 70 Allen St., Pittsfield (413-499-9321; pittsfield-ma.org).
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  Berkshire Museum (all ages)




  Route 7, 39 South St., downtown Pittsfield; (413) 443-7171; berkshiremuseum.org. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun noon to 5 p.m. Admission: $13 for adults, $6 for ages 4 to 18, free for under 4.




  An eclectic museum that is a little bit of everything, the Berkshire Museum is a diamond in the rough; it surprises and amazes you, drawing you right in to its varied collection. Somehow the museum combines a hands-on aquarium with science and history exhibits, paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts. A cinema runs a selection of first-rate films (call for a schedule). Children’s programs crowd the galleries; the museum specializes in blockbuster interactive family exhibitions year-round. Changing exhibitions are always participatory to engage visitors of all ages. A new interactive space focuses on innovation and creativity.
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  Hancock Shaker Village (all ages)




  1843 West Housatonic St., Route 20 just west of the Route 41 Junction, Pittsfield; (413) 443-0188 or (800) 817-1137; hancockshakervillage.org. Self-guided tour mid-Apr through June, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and July through Nov 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: $18 adults, $8 kids 13 to 17, free for kids 12 and under. Closed Nov through Mar.




  Our culture reveres the Shakers for their simple, beautiful furniture and building designs. What most people don’t know is that their crafting skill was a direct expression of their religious devotion to express their reverence to God by making their environment a “heaven on earth.” Hancock Shaker Village was the third of 19 Shaker communities established in the US. Its heyday was in 1830, just after the round stone barn was completed, when 300 Shakers lived, worked, and worshipped here. They farmed, sold seeds and herbs, manufactured medicines, and made and sold all types of goods, from boxes to textiles. Eventually their population dwindled, and in 1960 the Shaker ministry in Canterbury, New Hampshire, sold the Hancock property to a group of Pittsfield residents. The following year they opened Hancock Shaker Village as a museum. The entire property consists of 20 restored buildings and is open to the public. Kids learn how the Shakers spun wool, made furniture, cooked, and performed such crafts as basket making. The staff is knowledgeable, dedicated, and enthusiastic; tour guides welcome and encourage questions. The kids really enjoy the reenactment of a Shaker classroom with a costumed staff person acting as the Shaker school-teacher, Shaker suppers during fall weekends, and the Discovery Room, with hands-on activities such as looms for weaving, spinning wheels, and a dress-up corner. Classes are offered in organic gardening and oval box making (prior registration required). The visitor center has changing exhibits from Memorial Day through Oct. The Village Harvest Cafe is open in season.




  

    Fish Tales or Fantastic Fishing Spots?




    Grab your fishing license and bring the kids to one of these tried-true fishing holes:




    • Ashmere Lake, Hinsdale




    • Benedict Pond, Monterey




    • Benton Pond, East Otis Reservoir, Otis




    • Berry Pond, Pittsfield State Forest, Pittsfield




    • Center Pond and Yokum Pond, Becket




    • Cheshire Reservoir, Cheshire




    • Goose Pond and Laurel Lake, Lee




    • Onota and Pontoosuc Lakes, Pittsfield




    • Prospect Lake, Egremont




    • Stockbridge Pond, Stockbridge




    • Thousand Acre Swamp, New Marlborough




    • Windsor Pond, Windsor


  




  Other Things to See & Do




  Arrowhead, 780 Holmes Rd., Pittsfield; (413) 442-1793; mobydick.org. Open daily Memorial Day through Columbus Day and select dates year-round. Home of Herman Melville, author of Moby Dick.
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  Hebert Arboretum at Springside Park, Route 7, 874 North St., Pittsfield; (413) 443-5348; hebertarboretum.org. Two hundred thirty one acres with native trees, woodland, meadows, formal landscapes, ponds, and streams. Open daily dawn to dusk. Free.




  Onota Boat Rentals and Livery, on Lake Onota, 463 Pecks Rd., Pittsfield; (413) 442-1724; onotaboat.com. Rent canoes, pedal boats, pontoon boats, and kayaks. Day use only.




  Pittsfield State Forest, 1041 Cascade St., Pittsfield; (413) 442-8992; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/pittsfield-state-forest-generic.html. Hiking, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, camping, canoeing, and fishing on more than 10,000 acres. $2 per day use fee.




  Wahconah Park and the Pittsfield Sun, 105 Wahconah St., Pittsfield; (413) 236-2961; pittsfieldsuns.pointstreaksites.com. Players are from the Futures Collegiate Baseball League, which draws the top Division 1 players, half of which are from New England. Firework displays after some of the games.
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  Where to Eat




  Bagels Too, 166 North St., Pittsfield; (413) 499-0119. Specializing in bagels and sandwiches, eat in or take out. Open daily from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. $




  Mad Jack’s BBQ, 295 North St. Pittsfield; (413) 442-2290; madjacksbbqonline.com. Open Tues to Sat for lunch and dinner, Sun dinner only. Great Southern-style pulled pork and BBQ ribs. Large portions. $–$$




  Misty Moonlight Diner, 565 Dalton Ave., Pittsfield; (413) 499-2483; mistydiner.com. Classic diner. Great prices. $–$$
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  Where to Stay




  Hollyhock House, 1130 Barker Rd., Pittsfield; (413) 443-6901; hollyhockbb.com. Charming B&B with lovely gardens, no minimum stay requirements. Ask for the master bedroom. $–$$




  White Horse Inn, 378 South St., Routes 7 and 20, Pittsfield; (413) 442-2512; whitehorsebb.com. Gracious, pristine bed-and-breakfast with mature plantings and well-appointed rooms. Children over 12 are welcome. Full breakfasts are prepared daily. $–$$$




  Southern Berkshires




  The southern Berkshires have been a haven for the wealthy for well over a century, and the cultural life in the towns of Lenox and Stockbridge reflects their passions: music and theater. During the high season of July and August, kids can see more live performances here than they could in many large cities—and much of it goes on outdoors. There are several excellent museums; gracious historic inns for families with well-behaved children; and parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and decent skiing.




  Lenox




  The summer home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Lenox has become a tourism magnet for lovers of fine music, theater, and dance. Home to wealthy New York aristocrats at the turn of the 20th century, many Lenox mansions are experiencing a rebirth as some of the finest hostelries in the area.




  A potpourri of information on Lenox is found at the Lenox Chamber of Commerce, 18 Main St (inside the Lenox Library); (413) 637-3646; lenox.org.
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  Tanglewood Music Festival (all ages)




  297 West St., Lenox; (413) 637-5165, toll-free (888) 266-1200 (box office), or (617) 266-1492 (off-season); bso.org or tanglewood.org. Shed and Hall tickets range from $15 to $125. Lawn tickets are $10 to $30, depending on the event; lawn tickets for children under 12 are free (four per family, unless there is a special guest artist). Children under 5 are not allowed in the Shed or the Hall during concerts. Write ahead for a full summer schedule: Symphony Hall, 301 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, MA 02115.




  Tanglewood is the summer home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, whose members, on summer weekends, perform concerts from the afternoon into the evening, often with the assistance of internationally known musicians and conductors. Most people who come to hear them sit outside on the lawn, arriving early with elaborate picnics and making a day of it. Some devotees choose to sit “inside,” which means under the roof of one of the two buildings: the Shed (which is anything but), with seating for more than 5,000, and Seiji Ozawa Hall, with seating for 1,054. If your kids are lucky enough to have music lovers for parents, your entire family will enjoy an outing to Tanglewood, especially on a warm summer evening when the BSO plays the 1812 Overture, complete with fireworks under the stars.




  

    Tanglewood on Parade




    Tanglewood on Parade is a daylong outdoor celebration in midsummer featuring both the BSO and the Boston Pops, finishing with a gala evening performance topped off with fireworks.


  




  Other Things to See & Do




  Berkshire Horseback Adventures, 293 Main St., Route 7A, Lenox; (413) 637-9090; berkshirehorseback.net. Open mid-May through Oct. All ability levels, ages 10 and up, and adults weighing less than 250 pounds. Can arrange 1-hour, half-day, or overnight trips.




  Berkshire Scenic Railway and the Railway Museum, off Routes 7 and 20, Willow Creek Road, Lenox; (413) 637-2210; berkshirescenicrailroad.org. A restored 1902 Lenox railway station and the Railway Museum. Travel one-way or round-trip from Adams to North Adams. Weekends and holidays only May through Oct.




  Berkshire Scenic Treks and Canoe Tours, 320 New Lenox Rd. (off of Rte. 7), Deckers Landing, Lenox; (413) 442-2789; berkshirecanoetours.org. Guided trips on the gentle Housatonic River.




  Edith Wharton’s Estate and Gardens, The Mount, 2 Plunkett St., Routes 7 and 7A, Lenox; (413) 637-1899; edithwharton.org. House and gardens designed by Edith Wharton open daily May through Nov and weekends through mid-Dec. Look closely—things aren’t what they seem.




  Frelinghuysen Morris House and 1930 Studio, 92 Hawthorne St., Lenox; (413) 637-0166; frelinghuysen.org. Housing abstract and cubist art of George L. K. Morris and Suzy Frelinghuysen. Open late June to Columbus Day. Call for schedule.




  Kennedy Park, Routes 7 and 20, Pittsfield Road, Lenox; (413) 637-3646; lenox.org. Hiking, picnicking, cross-country skiing on 15 miles of groomed trails. Trail maps available.




  Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, 472 West Mountain Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-0320; massaudubon.org. Seven miles of walking trails with pretty water features. Canoe trips are offered.




  Undermountain Farm, 400 Undermountain Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-3365; under mountain farm.com. Ride on horseback through lush meadows and old-growth forests with mountain views as a backdrop. All levels.




  Ventfort Hall, Museum of the Gilded Age, 104 Walker St., Lenox; (413) 637-3206; gildedage.org. Open daily May through Oct (except major holidays). Magnificent mansion undergoing restoration; built by the Morgan family. Set location for the movie The Cider House Rules.
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  Where to Eat




  Chocolate Springs Cafe, Route 7, 55 Pittsfield/Lenox Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-9820; chocolatesprings.com. Dessert cafe specializing in pastries, chocolates, ice cream, and hot beverages. Open daily. $




  Church Street Cafe, 65 Church St., Lenox; (413) 637-2745; churchstreetcafe.biz. Pasta and grilled fish specialties. Dine under the stars in season Thurs through Mon. $$–$$$




  

    Perfect Picnics




    Sit on the lawn listening to the fortissimo crescendo of a Tchaikovsky piece while having a gourmet experience to the max courtesy of Haven Cafe and Bakery, 8 Franklin St., Lenox; (413) 637-8948, havencafebakery.com. All the fixin’s included. Just order 24 hours ahead and bring to your favorite performance. Bravo! Magnifico!


  




  Firefly Restaurant, 71 Church St., Lenox; (413) 637-2700; fireflylenox.com. Call for hours. Recommended by those in the know as fun and family friendly, serving comfort food. Owner studied under James Beard, author of many highly regarded cookbooks. $$–$$$




  Rumplestiltzkin’s Restaurant at the Village Inn, 16 Church St., Lenox; (800) 253-0917; villageinn-lenox.com. Favorites are the gingerbread pancakes for breakfast and the Shaker-style cranberry pot roast for dinner. Yummy. $$–$$$
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  Where to Stay




  Apple Tree Inn and Restaurant, 10 Richmond Mt. Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-1477; appletree-inn.com. Open year-round. Thirty-four rooms on lovely 22-acre estate. Family friendly, heated pool, tennis, complimentary continental breakfast. Near Tangle-wood. Additional charge for cribs. $–$$$$
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  Harrison House, 174 Main St., Lenox; (413) 637-1746; harrison-house.com. A wide porch beckons you inside this centrally located Victorian charmer. $$–$$$$




  Rookwood Inn, PO Box 1717, 11 Old Stockbridge Rd., Lenox; (413) 637-9750 or (800) 223-9750; rookwoodinn.com. Charming and comfortable Victorian-style inn, half a block from Lenox center and 1 mile from Tanglewood. Afternoon tea (iced tea and lemonade in the summer) and a sweet. Children welcome for an additional fee. Cribs available. $$–$$$$




  




  Stockbridge & Lee




  Authentic New England charm permeates the town of Stockbridge, which was home to Norman Rockwell and where he drew his inspiration for his scenes of Americana. The Red Lion Inn’s long wraparound porch is a town fixture for a welcoming cool summer drink and is a local landmark showcasing typical Rock-wellian subject matter. Due north of Stockbridge is Lee, with early 20th-century appeal; its downtown is listed in the National Registry of Historic Areas.
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  Berkshire Botanical Garden (all ages)




  5 West Stockbridge Rd., Junction of Routes 102 and 183, Stockbridge; (413) 298-3926; berkshirebotanical.org. Open daily May through mid-Oct 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: $15 for adults, $12 for students and seniors, free for children under 12. Gift shop with snacks.




  Berkshire Botanical Garden offers 15 acres of gardens that vary from herbs to lilies to vegetables of all kinds. This is a different kind of green space that young children will enjoy; it’s accessible to them because the plants are just their size! Picnicking is encouraged here. Children’s summer programs and rotating exhibits.
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  Norman Rockwell Museum (all ages)




  9 Route 183, Stockbridge; (413) 298-4100; nrm.org. Open daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. May through mid-Nov. Open mid-Nov through Apr, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends and holidays. Extended hours during school vacation periods; closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. The studio building is open from May through Oct. Admission: $16 for adults, $10 for students, $5 for ages 6 to 18, free for children under 6. Combination tickets with other museums are available.




  Rockwell, chronicler of life in America for seven decades, lived in Stockbridge for the last twenty-five years of his life. The Norman Rockwell Museum holds the largest collection of original Rockwells, including Saturday Evening Post favorites depicting American values and strength of character. Changing exhibits feature works of other illustrators. Allow up to 1.5 hours to enjoy this museum, and ask for the family guide upon entry. The museum has special family days, programs, and art activities (the children’s activity room is on the lowest level). The grounds are a pleasant spot for a walk or a picnic. Outdoor sculptures are by Rockwell’s son Peter.




  

    “Sedgewick Pie ”




    Found alongside Route 102 in Stockbridge is the village cemetery, where, among other local notables, the Sedgewick family is buried. In 1781 Thomas Sedgewick, a lawyer, successfully defended Elizabeth “Mum Bett” Freeman, who became the first slave freed by law in the US. Elizabeth sued and won on the inherent rights of man that “all men [and women!] are created equal.” The trial also rendered slavery illegal in Massachusetts. Mum Bett is buried with the Sedge-wick family in the “Sedgewick Pie,” the family grave plot, so called because family members are buried in a circle with their feet in the center. Why? They hoped that when they sit up on Judgment Day, they will see one another before they see anything else. The Sedge-wick plot is toward the rear of the cemetery, surrounded by trees and shrubs.
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  October Mountain State Forest (all ages)




  256 Woodland Rd., Lee; (413) 243-1778; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/october-mountain-state-forest-generic.html. Open year-round dawn to dusk. Free except for campsites. Call Reserve America at (877) 422-6762 or visit reserveamerica.com. Camping is seasonal.




  Covering more than 16,500 acres, October Mountain is the largest of the state forests in Massachusetts. Most people come here to hike (the Appalachian Trail is one of the best known trails), fish, ATV, dirt-bike, or boat, but in the winter cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, and snowshoeing trails (ungroomed) reign supreme. There are 47 campsites including 3 yurts and a bathhouse with flush toilets and showers. No swimming. TIP: Watch out—you are in bear country!




  Other Things to See & Do




  Animagic—Museum of Animation, Special Effects and Art, 135 Main St., Lee; (413) 243-2051 or (413) 841-6679; mambor.com/animagic/museum.htm. The name says it all! Hands-on activities and workshops for kids. By donation.




  Chesterwood, off Route 183, 4 Williamsville Rd., Stockbridge; (413) 298-3579; chesterwood.org. Estate of sculptor Daniel Chester French.




  Lee Premium Outlets, 17 Premium Outlet Blvd., Lee; (413) 243-8186 or (877) GO-OUTLETS; premiumoutlets.com/Lee. Savings on designer brands.




  Mission House, 19 Main St., Stockbridge; (413) 298-3239, ext. 3000; thetrustees.org. Built in 1742. Home of John Sargent, first missionary to the Mohican Indians.




  Naumkeag, 5 Prospect Hill Rd., Stockbridge; (413) 298-3239; thetrustees.org. Joseph Hodges Choate’s summer home, designed by Stanford White (of McKim, Mead, and White fame) in the Shingle style. Gardens by Fletcher Steele, famous landscape architect. Open daily late May to mid-Oct 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fee.




  

    Winter Activities (Cross-Country & Downhill Skiing, Hiking, or Snowshoeing) Safety Tips




    1. Dress warmly. Layer your clothes for best protection.




    2. Use a helmet, no matter what your age.




    3. Carry a backpack with emergency supplies when cross-country skiing, hiking in winter, or snowshoeing.




    4. Use the buddy system.




    5. Check for frostbite on frigid or windy days. If a spot appears, immediately address it by going inside as quickly as possible. Watch for a drop in temperature and changes in the weather. When in doubt, don’t go out!




    6. Always have a trail map. Consider buying an inexpensive compass. Choose appropriate trails for your skill level.




    7. Carry a set of matches, which could be indispensable.




    8. To help prevent injuries, stretch out to warm up.




    9. Be fully aware of your surroundings, and turn off the iPod!
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  Where to Eat




  Elm Street Market, 4 Elm St. (off Main Street), Stockbridge; (413) 298-3634; elmstreetmarket.com. Breakfast and lunch only. An old-fashioned general store with a lunch counter serving plain food—eggs, bacon, pancakes, sub sandwiches—and lots of local gossip. $




  Joe’s Diner, 85 Center St., Lee; (413) 243-9756. Open daily except for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s. year-round. Serving classic diner food—open-faced sandwiches, fries and gravy, and the like. The Runaway, Norman Rockwell’s painting of a boy seated next to a policeman on a diner stool was rendered with Joe’s Diner as the backdrop. $




  Red Lion Inn Dining Room and Tavern, 30 Main St., Stockbridge; (413) 298-5545; redlioninn.com. Open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Traditional decor, lots of antiques. Food is contemporary regional cuisine. $–$$$$
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  Where to Stay




  Historic Merrell Inn, 1565 Pleasant St., South Lee; (413) 243-1794 or (800) 243-1794; merrell-inn.com. Original wide-plank floors, fireplaces, and antiques. Breakfasts are delicious and filling. Not appropriate for young children. $–$$$




  Red Lion Inn, 30 Main St., Stockbridge; (413) 298-5545; redlioninn.com. Open year-round (very crowded in July and Aug). Treat yourselves to a stay at this quintessential rambling New England inn that many others try to emulate. Rooms vary in size, from quite small to almost palatial. Families will be happiest in the suites with connecting bathroom. The annex buildings tend to be quieter than the main inn building. $–$$$$




  Santarella Estate and Gardens, 75 Main Rd. (3.5 miles from Route 102 in Lee), Tyringham; (413) 243-2819; santarella.us. Gingerbread house and gardens of sculptor Sir Henry Hudson Kitson. Stay in the silo tower or four-bedroom house. No breakfast. $$–$$$




  Hidden Berkshires




  Picturesque towns and villages near the corner of the state bordering Connecticut and New York are a bit off the beaten path but not to be overlooked. Local resources such as Butternut Basin and Catamount are nice beginner downhill ski areas for families (see sidebar on “skiing meccas” in this chapter). Many properties managed by the Trustees of Reservations are found here, as well as many wilderness areas.
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  Mt. Washington State Forest (all ages)




  43 East St., Mt. Washington; (413) 528-0330; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/mt-washington-state-forest-generic.html. Directions: Take the Mass Pike to exit 2, take Route 102 West to Stockbridge for about 4.5 miles, then take Route 7 South to Route 23 West for approximately 7.5 miles, take Route 41 South, then take a quick right onto Mt. Washington Road (which becomes East Street) for about 9 miles to the park entrance. Turn into the second parking area. Open daily, dawn to dusk. Free.
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  Mt. Washington State Forest has over 30 miles of trails. A favorite trail is the hike to Bash Bish Falls, a great name for a great place. From the Massachusetts parking area, you can hike 0.3 mile, then clamber, climb, or walk down a stone stairway to see the 60-foot waterfall that plunges into a churning pool. Unfortunately, you can’t swim here—too dangerous—but the boulders that border the falls are still a cool spot to relax on a hot day. The Appalachian Trail crisscrosses the state forest. TIP: The hike from the New York parking lot is 0.6 mile but is much less steep!




  




  Great Barrington, Monterey, Housatonic & East Otis




  Imagine an area that is mall-free, clean, and quaint—a Norman Rockwell snippet of New England charm. A great source of information on such a place is the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, 362 Main St., Great Barrington, MA 01230; (413) 528-1510 or (800) 269-4825; southernberkshirechamber.com.
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  Beartown State Forest (all ages)




  69 Blue Hill Rd., Monterey; (413) 528-0904; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/beartown-state-forest.html. Open year-round dawn to dusk. Parking is $5 for day use in season. Call Reserve America for one of the 12 campsites (877) 227-MASS or visit reserveamerica.com.




  Crossed by the Appalachian Trail, the park has good hiking, snowshoeing, ice fishing, snowmobiling, and cross-country skiing, but its highlight is Benedict Pond, one of the regions’ best swimming holes. On a lazy summer day, the pond is dotted with boats and fishermen. Caution: This state forest was given the name Beartown for a reason, but sightings could also include deer, bobcat, beaver, and other wildlife.
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  Monument Mountain Reservation (all ages)




  Stockbridge Road, Route 7, Great Barrington; (413) 298-3239, ext. 3020; thetrustees.org. Open dawn to dusk. Closed in winter. Free.




  Noted for its easy hiking trails and outcrops of quartzite rock, Monument Mountain has a colorful history. Squaw Peak at the summit got its name from an Indian maiden who wasn’t allowed to marry her lover and plunged to her death from this spot. A cluster of rocks mark where she landed, put there as a tribute to her by members of her tribe. It is also the spot where famous writers Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne were introduced, a meeting arranged by a group of friends. They enjoyed a picnic, drank champagne, and became lifelong friends. Owned by the Trustees of Reservations.




  Other Things to See & Do




  Bidwell House Museum, Art School Road, Monterey; (413) 528-6888; bidwellhousemuseum.org. Historical home of the local vicar. Period antiques, hiking trails, and gardens. Family programs. Seasonal. Open Thurs through Mon, hourly tours 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (last tour at 3 p.m.)




  Cove Lanes, 109 Stockbridge Rd., Great Barrington; (413) 528-1220; covelanes.com. Twenty-four lanes of bowling, minigolf, snack bar, and arcades.




  Housatonic Riverwalk, downtown Great Barrington, Great Barrington; (413) 528-3391; gbriverwalk.org. Designated a National Recreation Trail along the Housatonic River. The W.E.B. Du Bois River Garden Park along the trail is inspired by native son Du Bois. Visit spring through fall during daylight hours. Free.




  

    A Day at the Beach




    Lake Garfield, Tyringham Rd., Monterey; (413) 528-3831 (be sure to go to Lake Fest)




    Lake Mansfield, Lake Mansfield Road, Great Barrington


  




  Mahaiwe Performing Arts Centre, 14 Castle St., Great Barrington, (413) 528-6415 or (413) 528-0100 (box office); mahaiwe.org. Historic theater. View performing acts, speakers, comedy, dance, music, theater, and opera.




  Tolland State Forest, 410 Tolland Rd., East Otis; (413) 269-6002; mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-west/tolland-state-forest-generic.html. Call Reserve America for one of the 93 campsites (877) 227-MASS or online at reserveamerica.com. Highly regarded for its great fishing, Tolland State Forest has a multitude of water-based activities such as swimming and boating. Other popular recreational opportunities are hiking, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing.




  Upper Housatonic Valley African American Heritage Trail, Great Barrington; (413) 528-3391; africanamericantrail.org. More than 29 sites of historical significance stretching from Massachusets to Connecticut.
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  Where to Eat




  Four Brothers, 100 Stockbridge Rd., Route 7, Great Barrington; (413) 528-9684; fourbrotherspizzainn.com. Part of a chain of Greek pizza places that covers upstate New York and the Berkshires, serving delicious pizza and eggplant dishes. $–$$




  Martin’s and Staax, 49 Railroad St., Great Barrington; (413) 528-5455; martinsbarrington.com; staaxburgers.com. Martin’s serves breakfast as well as lunch specials from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. Try the omelet made with Monterey chèvre, the strawberry-banana pancakes, or the lentil stew. The same location becomes Staax from 5 to 9:30 p.m. and specializes in great burgers. $




  Route 7 Grill, Route 7, 999 Main St., Great Barrington; (413) 528-3235; route7grill.com. Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner. Pig roasts and BBQ specialties. $–$$




  Top Events in the Berkshires




  

    • Maple Sugaring, late Feb through Apr, various locations; (413) 628-3912; massmaple.org




    • Butternut Basin Family Fun Day, Mar, Great Barrington; (413) 528-2000; skibutternut.com




    • Sheep Shearing Days at Hancock Shaker Village, Apr, Pittsfield; (413) 443-0188; hancockshakervillage.org




    • Berkshire International Film Festival, May, Great Barrington; (413) 528-8030; biffma.com




    • Barrington Stage Company, May through Aug, 30 Union St., Pittsfield; (413) 236-8888; barringtonstageco.org




    • Wilco’s Solid Sound Music and Art Festival, June, 87 Marshall St., North Adams; (413) 662-2111; massmoca.org




    • Tanglewood Music Festival, June through early Sept, Lenox; (413) 637-5165, (617) 266-1492, or (888) 266-1200; bso.org or tanglewood.org




    • Berkshire Theatre Group, peak season June through early Sept and during the Christmas holidays, Stockbridge and the Colonial Theatre in Pittsfield; (413) 298-5576; berkshiretheatregroup.org




    • Williamstown Theatre Festival, June through Aug, William-stown; (413) 597-3400 (box office), (413) 597-3399 (info line); wtfestival.org




    • Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, mid-June through late Aug, 358 George Carter Rd., Becket; (413) 243-0745 or (413) 243-9919; jacobspillow.org




    • Berkshire Choral Festival, July and Aug, 245 North Undermountain Rd., Sheffield; (413) 229-8526; choralfest.org




    • Berkshire Summer Arts Festival, Butternut Basin, July, Great Barrington; (800) 834-9437; americanartmarketing.com




    • Shakespeare and Company, year-round, 70 Kimball St., Lenox; (413) 637-3353 (box office) or (413) 637-1199; shakespeare.org




    • Robbins-Zust Family Marionettes, summer, 29 Main St., St. Paul’s Church, Stockbridge; (413) 698-2591 or (413) 822-0663; berkshireweb.com/zust




    • Annual Monument Mountain Climb, first Sun in Aug, Great Barrington; (413) 442-1793; mobydick.org




    • Pittsfield Ethnic Fair, first Sun in Aug, Pittsfield; (413) 443-6501; downtownpittsfield.com




    • Annual Stockbridge Summer Arts and Crafts Show, mid-Aug, Main St., Stockbridge; (413) 298-5200; stockbridgechamber.org




    • Country Fair Weekend, last weekend in Sept, Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield; (413) 443-0188; hancockshakervillage.org




    • FreshGrass Festival of Bluegrass and Roots Music, Sept, 87 Marshall St., North Adams; (413) 662-2111; massmoca.org




    • Apple Squeeze, fourth weekend of Sept, Village of Lenox; (413) 637-3646; lenox.org




    • Great Josh Billings Runaground, triathlon, mid-Sept, Great Barrington to Lenox; (413) 637-6913; joshbillings.com




    • Fall Foliage Festival, late Sept through early Oct, North Adams; (413) 663-3735; berkshirechamber.com or fallfoliageparade.com




    • Spinning and Weaving Week, early Oct, Hancock Shaker Village; Pittsfield; (413) 443-0188; hancockshakervillage.org




    • Mount Greylock Ramble, Oct, Adams; (413) 743-8300; celebrateadams.com




    • Berkshire Museum Festival of Trees, mid-Nov through Dec, 39 South St., Pittsfield; (413) 443-7171; berkshiremuseum.org




    • Mt. Dew Vertical Challenge, December, Butternut Basin, Route 23, 380 State Rd., Great Barrington; (413) 528-2000; www.skibutternut.com




    • Main Street at Christmas, first weekend in Dec, Main St., Stock-bridge; (413) 298-5200; stockbridgechamber.org
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  Where to Stay




  The Wainwright Inn, 518 South Main St., Great Barrington ; (413) 528-2062; wainwrightinn.com. Old fashioned country elegance awaits. Be sure to request a room with a fireplace. $–$$$




  Windflower, 684 South Egremont Rd., Great Barrington; (413) 528-2720 or (800) 992-1993; windflowerinn.com. Thirteen rooms, fireplaces, gardens, pool. Children welcome, extra charge for cribs and cots. Full breakfast and afternoon tea and cookies. $$–$$$




  Ashley Falls




  This tiny town near the Connecticut border is the site of two interesting attractions owned by the Trustees of Reservations: the oldest dwelling in Berkshire County, the Ashley House; and Bartholomew’s Cobble, a National Natural Landmark.
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  Ashley House (all ages)




  117 Cooper Hill Rd., Ashley Falls; (413) 229-8600 or (413) 298-3239; thetrustees.org. Open summer weekends; please call for tour hours. Admission: $5 for adults, $1 for children, free for under age 5.




  Colonel John Ashley House is named for one of the first citizens of the town of Sheffield, which was purchased in 1722 from Native Americans for 460 pounds sterling, three barrels of cider, and 30 quarts of rum. Ashley, a surveyor and lawyer, built his house in 1735. In 1773 the Ashley house was the site of the signing of the Sheffield Resolve, now considered one of the first “declarations of independence” from Britain. After the Revolutionary War Ashley’s slave Elizabeth “Mum Bett” Freeman was freed under the new state of Massachusetts’s constitution (see also the “Sedgewick Pie” sidebar in this chapter). Elizabeth successfully sued for her freedom in 1781, and her case was instrumental in ending slavery in the state of Massachusetts. The Ashley House is an anchor site on the Upper Housatonic Valley African American Heritage Trail. The Interpretative Center focuses on the story of Elizabeth Freeman (open year-round). The house features a collection of colonial-era tools and tableware.
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  Bartholomew’s Cobble (all ages)




  105 Weatogue Rd. (Route 7A to Rannapo Road to Weatogue Road), Ashley Falls; (413) 229-8600 or (413) 298-3239; thetrustees.org. Museum and information center open daily, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Closed Sun and Mon Dec through Mar. Trails open from dawn to dusk. Admission: $5 for adults, $1 for children 6 to 12, free for kids under age 6.




  Bartholomew’s Cobble is an unusual natural and wild, hilly rock garden, studded with limestone outcroppings (the cobbles) and featuring distinctive flora, more than 40 species of ferns, and many wildflowers. Bird watching is excellent here due to the abundant plant life. There are 5 miles of hiking trails (the easygoing Ledges Trail is particularly pleasant for families with younger kids), picnic facilities, nature trails, canoe trips, snowshoe rentals, and a small natural-history museum.
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The Pioneer Valley





  




  The Pioneer Valley borders the Connecticut River, which stretches north to south through the state. The river valley is broad and fertile, making it excellent farming country. Many crops are grown here, including corn, tobacco, and sod for golf courses. The area was one of the first regions of inland New England to be secured by English settlers during the turbulent late 17th and early 18th centuries, when they battled Native American tribes and French militia. The town of Deerfield is one of the best sources of information about this early period of colonial history. At Turners Falls there’s an interesting underwater view of a fish ladder, where salmon and shad swim during the spring. In Agawam, Six Flags is New England’s largest amusement park. It features all the essentials—roller coasters, bumper cars, water rides, and lots of sticky fried food. Finally, for sixteen days every Sept, the Big E (the Eastern States Exposition), in Springfield, is the biggest annual fair on the East Coast. It’s family fare all the way—livestock shows, crafts contests, musical entertainment, a circus, rides, and midways.




  The Greater Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau, 1441 Main St., Box 15589, Springfield, MA 01103 (413-787-1548 or 800-723-1548; valleyvisitor.com), has information on the entire Pioneer Valley. For information on Franklin County, contact the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 898, 395 Main St., Greenfield, MA 01302; (413) 773-9393 (visitor center) or (413) 773-5463; co.franklincc.org. For information on where to stay in the Five College Area, contact the Five College Area Bed and Breakfast Association at fivecollegebb.com. For information on scenic byways in western Massachusetts, click onto bywayswestmass.com.




  TopPicks in the Pioneer Valley




  

    

      	
Historic Deerfield and Yankee Candle Company, Deerfield



    


  




  

    

      	
Six Flags, Agawam



    


  




  

    

      	
Forest Park, the Zoo in Forest Park, and the Basketball Hall of Fame, Springfield



    


  




  

    

      	
Northfield Mountain Recreation and the Quinnetukut II, Northfield and Kringle Candle Shop, Bernardston



    


  




  

    

      	
Shelburne Falls and the Bridge of Flowers, Shelburne and Buckland



    


  




  

    

      	
Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) and the Storrowton Village Museum, West Springfield



    


  




  Mohawk Trail Region




  The Mohawk Trail (Route 2) was the first road designated a Scenic Byway. The route is much more dramatic when you drive it from east to west. The trail starts in central Massachusetts and ends on the New York/Massachusetts border. As the road begins climbing into the foothills, look back over the Connecticut River Valley. Contact the Mohawk Trail Association at PO Box 1044, North Adams, MA 01247; (413) 743-8127; mohawktrail.com.




  Northfield, Bernardston & Gill




  The historic village of Bernardston boasts several buildings on the National Register of Historic Places, including the library, the Unitarian Church, the town halls, and the old high school, all of which are on Main Street. The new Kringle Candle Campus is giving Yankee Candle in Deerfield a run for its money. The quaint New England town of Northfield on the banks of the Connecticut River is home to the prestigious private secondary school Northfield/Mt. Hermon. An informative website on the area is visitnorthfieldarea.com.
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  Barton Cove and Barton Cove Campground (all ages)




  Route 2, Gill; (413) 863-9300 or (800) 859-2960; firstlightpower.com/northfield. Open Memorial Day to Labor Day. Kayak and canoe rentals, which include life vests and paddles, are $25 for 2 hours, $40 for the day. Camping start at $22 per night. There are 31 spacious tent sites; reserve early.




  You can rent canoes at Barton Cove (operated by the Northfield Mountain Recreation and Environmental Center) on the Connecticut River. There’s a campground with showers (call for reservations and fees). Warning: Campers may not bring firewood because of the threat of deadly tree pests to the local trees. Clean wood is available for a fee. A fun camp-over destination is Munn’s Ferry (reservations required), reachable by canoe, with primitive facilities and a rustic atmosphere. Barton Cove is home to nesting bald eagles, which can be observed as you paddle by.
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  Kringle Candle Shop (all ages)




  220 South St., Bernardston; (413) 648-3077; kringlecandle.com. The Farm Table (413-648-5200; kringlefarmtable.com), the Chocolate Cottage, and the Country Barn are across the street at 219 South St.




  Kringle Candle opened its doors in the sleepy town of Bernardston in 2011. The son of the former owner of Yankee Candle is creating a new candle destination for tourism; the Kringle Candle Shop. Across the street is a large campus featuring a 20,000-square-foot country barn. Found within is a New England country store jam-packed with goods and fragrant candles, a toy loft (Pappa Kringle’s Toy Shoppe) with traditional tried and true children’s toys and stuffed animals, and a Christmas traditions shop. A separate building houses the Chocolate Cottage, which is full of organic treats for the chocoholic. The Farm Table Restaurant can be pricey, but it’s a locavore’s dream dining experience (see listing below).
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  Northfield Mountain Recreation and Environmental Center (all ages)




  99 Millers Falls Rd., off Route 63, Northfield; (413) 659-3714 or (800) 859-2960; firstlightpower.com. Cross-country skiing mid-Dec through Mar, Wed through Sun 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Trail fees are $12 for adults, $11 for seniors, $6 for ages 8 to 14, and free for children 7 and under and seniors over 70. Hiking in the off-season is free. The visitor center is open Wed through Sat, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.




  Inside Northfield Mountain is Northfield Mountain Power Station and Environmental Center, an enormous power-generating facility that’s owned by First Light Power Resources. Atop the mountain is a water reservoir that’s used to generate power when consumer demand exceeds supply from other power sources. The property is open to the public for cross-country skiing, hiking, picnicking, mountain biking, snowshoeing, and wildlife viewing. The altitude makes for fairly consistent snow on the 25 miles of cross-country skiing trails (which are groomed regularly) and 6 miles of dedicated snowshoeing trails, which in warm weather are used for hiking. Call (800) 859-2960 for current snow conditions. The lodge offers ski and snowshoe rentals and lessons, a heated lounge, and outdoor picnic tables with a fire pit. TIP: People who own snowshoes can snowshoe for free.




  Top Events in the Pioneer Valley




  

    January–July




    • Spaulding Hoop Hall Classic High School Invitational, Jan, Springfield College, Springfield; (413) 781-6500; hoophall.com




    • Winter Carnival, Feb, Greenfield; (413) 772-1553; townofgreenfield.org




    • Winterfest, Feb, Cherry Hill Golf Course, Amherst; (413) 253-0700; winterfestamherst.com




    • American Heritage Chocolate Celebration, Feb, Historic Deer-field; (413) 774-7476; historic-deerfield.org




    • Holyoke Winter Carnival, Feb, City-wide, Holyoke; (413) 244-6766; holyokewintercarnival.org




    • Dr. Seuss Birthday, Mar 2, the Quadrangle, Springfield; (413) 263-6800; springfieldmuseums.org




    • Cardboard Box Race, end of Mar, Berkshire East, 66 Thunder Mountain Rd., Charlemont; (413) 339-6617; berkshireeast.com




    • NCAA Men’s Division II College National Championship, Mar, Springfield; (413) 781-6500; hoophall.com




    • Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Mar, downtown Holyoke; (413) 533-1700; holyokestpatricksparade.com




    • Spring Bulb Show, Mar, Smith College Lyman Conservatory, Northampton; (413) 585-2740; smith.edu/garden




    • Massachusetts International Festival of the Arts, Mar, spring, fall, winter, Amherst, Northampton, Holyoke, and Springfield; (800) 224-MIFA; passportholyoke.org




    • Patriots’ Day Muster and Parade, Apr (Patriots’ Day), 80 Old Main St., Route 5/The Street, Deerfield; (413) 774-5581; historic-deerfield.org




    • Pentathalon, Apr, Berkshire East, Charlemont; (413) 339-6617; berkshireeast.com




    • Paradise City Arts Festival, May and Oct, Northampton Fair-grounds, 54 Ferry Rd., Northampton; (800) 511-9725; paradisecityarts.com




    • Bone Frog Challenge, May, Berkshire East, Charlemont; (413) 339-6617; berkshireeast.com or bonefrogchallenge.com




    • Fish-spawning migrations, May/June, Holyoke Dam and Turners Falls; (413) 659-3714; firstlightpower.com/northfield




    • Children’s Book Festival, June, Eric Carle Museum, Amherst; (413) 658-1100; carlemuseum.org




    • Shelburne Falls Riverfest, June, Shelburne Falls; (413) 625-2544; shelburnefalls.com




    • Taste of Amherst, June, town common, Amherst; (413) 253-0700; tasteofamherst.com




    • Kidsfest, June, Six Flags of New England, Agawam; (413) 786-9300 or (800) 370-7488; sixflags.com/newengland
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    • Star Spangled Springfield, July, Memorial Bridge, Springfield; (413) 733-3800; spiritofspringfield.org




    • Green River Festival, July, Greenfield; (413) 773-5463; greenriverfestival.com




    • Indian Motocycle Rally, mid-July, the Quadrangle, Springfield; (413) 263-6800; springfieldmuseums.org




    • Annual Glasgow Lands Scottish Festival, mid-July, Look Park, 300 North Main St., Northampton; (413) 862-8095; glasgowlands.org




    


  




  

    Tap into This!




    Many of the maple-sugaring houses in the Pioneer Valley offer tours and dining facilities. For a copy of the Massachusetts Maple Producers Directory, contact the Massachusetts Maple Producers Association, Watson-Spruce Corner Road, Ashfield, MA 01330; (413) 628-3912; massmaple.org.
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  Quinnetukut II (all ages)




  Route 63 (2 miles north of Route 2), Northfield; (413) 659-3714 or (800) 859-2960; firstlightpower.com/northfield. Operates Fri through Sun, late June to mid-Oct (call for a schedule). Admission: $12 for adults, $11 for seniors 55 and over, $6 for children under 14. Reservations are highly recommended. Pick up your tickets 15 minutes prior to departure at the Northfield Mountain Visitor Center, which is across the street from the Riverview Pavilion picnic area.




  The Quinnetukut II takes up to 44 passengers on a 90-minute, 12-mile round-trip cruise on the Connecticut River between Northfield and Gill. Knowledgeable guides comment on the flora, fauna, and history of the areas. It’s a birder’s paradise. On a recent trip bird sightings included two eagles, swans, an osprey, a blue heron, and an egret. The highlight of the trip is through the French King Gorge, a spectacular sight. Boats leave from the River View picnic area, across from the entrance to First Light Power Resources. TIP: In the fall the river can be much colder than land. You may want to consider taking along hats, gloves, a heavy coat and a blanket.
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