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				INTRODUCTION

				On reading

				In order to think, human beings use words. For this reason, as our vocabulary expands so does the limits of the pondering mind. This in turn increases the level of a person’s intellectual capacity. One’s level of intelligence is best measured by the richness of his vocabulary. Intelligence resembles a muscle, its strength increases with training and exercise. Activities such as problem solving, reading, analyzing books and listening to lectures and also increasing the vocabulary are the best forms of exercise for the mind. 

				Frequent reading is the most efficient way of increasing your vocabulary. 

				Shakespeare used 80,000 words in his books and 50,000 words were used by Goethe in his novels. Today, English and German students have no difficulty in understanding these books. This means the level of their vocabulary is adequate enough to comprehend these novels.

				Unfortunately, an average university student in our schools possesses a vocabulary level of 3,000 to 4,000 words. This is purely based on our poor book reading habits. In simple terms, we do not read enough.

				In the United States they conducted an experiment on intelligence levels. In the experiment, they used students from two different classes. At the beginning of the semester, intelligence levels of students from both classes were measured. During the first semester both classes were taught mathematics. At the end of the semester, the levels of intelligence were measured again and results showed that there were no significant differences. In the second semester, students in one class were asked to read certain books along with their usual lectures. The tests at the end of the semester showed that the students who read books had doubled their level of intelligence, in comparison to the other class.

				The lesson we derive from the experiment is that reading books does not only enhance our vocabulary but it also affects our ability to comprehend other sciences.

				During verbal examinations we are frequently assessed with literature. The test questions can be divided into three categories:

				a)	Paragraph questions: Usually we are given half a page to read and then we are asked 7-8 questions regarding the material we read. Those who do not have a reading habit and those who do not possess a photographic memory will easily forget what they have just read and fail to answer the questions correctly. It is usually necessary for them to read the same paragraph over and over again. This in turn decreases their ability to utilize time more efficiently.

				b)	Questions regarding vocabulary: In this category we are usually given certain words and asked for their synonyms and antonyms. Therefore, reading books is the best way of developing our vocabulary and enhancing our knowledge of words.

				c)	Questions on comprehension: These questions are given to test our ability to understand and comprehend what we have read. Once again, reading is the only way we can develop a skill to grasp and explain the topics we are given.

				Why is it imperative for a student to read books?

				Many volumes of books need to be written in order to describe the benefits and bounties of reading. However, let us summarize the topic with a point form reminder to those unique individuals preparing for the world of tomorrow and to those who have aims and objectives to achieve great things in life:

				• 	James Howell states: “Our world is governed by the pen, paper and ink” There is no doubt that he is quite accurate in his statement. No matter which branch of employment we choose as a career, we will always be a number within the firm of our employer. Balzac says: “In order to become the master of knowledge, one has to be a slave of work” Being number one in life, means to possess general knowledge in many different topics. Hence, reading is the most essential thing in the process.

				Another important principle on the path to success is learning from the experience of those before us and avoiding the mistakes they made in the past. Let us say, you have decided to become a computer engineer. Reading a book written by an engineer who has 20 years of experience would mean you will begin your career with 20 years of experience. We must not forget that every page we read is the product of years of experience.

				Obviously, no matter which career we choose for ourselves, we have to interact with many people and provide solutions to their problems. An individual is truly successful when he/she is able to produce projects from which the entire humanity can benefit. For example, a mechanical engineer’s success is measured by the amount of customers who are satisfied with the motor vehicle they purchase. One must interact with society in order to understand their needs and requirements.

				• 	A proverb says, “A trade is a golden bracelet”. A tradesman will always benefit from his profession. Even the wealthiest people could face bankruptcy. Those who hold high offices could lose their positions. However, knowledge and reputation obtained through reading will continue to subsist all the way to the grave. If you wish to obtain a status where you will never be abandoned by those around you, then you must read a lot. 

				• 	You must have heard of the saying, “Humanity is more important than wealth and rank”. The word ‘humanity’ in the statement could be defined as maturity, honesty, kindness and politeness. These are the unique attributes of those who are loved by society. Books are the best resources for obtaining these qualities. So, if you wish to be appreciated by everyone then you need to read a lot.

				One of the most significant benefits of reading is self-recognition. Through reading you will get the opportunity to know yourself and discover your talent and abilities. We must not forget that Thomas Edison, the inventor of the light globe and Albert Einstein, physicist who has won the Nobel Price were not university graduates. They discovered their own talents through the many books they read. Indeed, succeeding in life depends on our relationship with books.

				There are many ways of acquiring knowledge. For example, we could attend lectures and watch documentaries. However, during a lecture we do not have the time to think and contemplate on the information that was passed onto us. Yet books always provide us ample time, hence we can always go back and read the same information over and over again. How accurate was Cicero when he stated, “A home without a book is like a body without a soul.

				How does reading books support our studies?

				As stated before, reading books help us to exercise our mind. Our ability to memorize things increases with reading and we enhance our vocabulary at the same time. This in turn allows us to develop our capability of comprehension.

				As also indicated before, literature is one of the most important subjects in school and during examinations we are assessed on our ability to use the English language and to analyze written text. Consequently, reading books is the best way of preparing for such exams or assessments.

				Reading books also help us succeed in other subjects such as physics and mathematics. Since these subjects require a mind which has the essentials to think broadly and comprise issues such as force, energy, work, motion and complex calculations, reading books will also improve one’s arithmetical skills. These days, utilizing time efficiently is the most important issue during tests. This means we need to answer questions rapidly and solve problems promptly. During exams minutes are as valuable as gold, hence a student with regular reading habit will have no difficulty in understanding the questions. In conclusion, do not abstain from reading if you wish to succeed in your exams.

				The type of books we should be reading

				First of all, we should realize that we live in a world where even animals select the plants they consume. Hence an intelligent human being must carefully select the books he/she reads. During the process of selection, it is important to take the advice of our elders and to remember our culture and moral values so that initially we choose books that will develop our feelings of righteousness, morality and virtue. Other than this important point, we may read any book that draws our interest.

				Our beloved Prophet has established a golden principle with the following statement: “I seek refuge in Allah from knowledge that has no benefit”. Throughout history many civilizations have met their demise because of the simple fact that the minds’ of their youth had been filled with superfluous knowledge. It is quite important to read books that satisfy both our intellect and our heart. We must never forget that human beings possess a soul, in addition to their physical bodies.

				Unfortunately, the majority of our population is not in the habit of reading books. Take a good look around you, how many families that you know of have a reading habit and encourage their children to read books. Incidentally, this means we are avoiding something as essential as food and water. Parents usually make a common mistake by assuming that the text books studied in schools are enough for their children; hence they believe they have fulfilled their obligation by sending their kids to school. Perhaps, school text books provide the basic information for us to recognize our environment. How about issues regarding our own existence? Have we ever thought about our origin or our final destination? Since each day that passes by brings us closer to death, does this mean that we all resemble a person waiting on death row? Of course, as a Muslim we have answers to these questions. But, how many of us have the knowledge to answer questions put forward by a non-Muslim, regarding our faith? If we claim to believe in something, then we must certainly be able to thoroughly describe what we believe. Unfortunately, these days there are many people who claim to be Muslims yet they know very little about their own faith. So, what is more natural than a student who learns his religion by reading whilst continuing his normal studies?

				Reading books

				In the holy Qur’an, the Almighty Allah encourages His Prophet to say the following prayer, “O Lord, increase me in knowledge…” (Taha, 114). The mysteries of the universe, from the microcosm to the macrocosm, can only be comprehended with the knowledge that Allah bestows upon us. This is why He encourages believers to ask for knowledge through prayers. Unlike other creatures on earth, human beings are born ignorant. However, it is in our nature to constantly improve ourselves as we travel on a path to perfection. Throughout their lives, human beings struggle to understand and give meaning to the mysterious incidents that occur within their inner and external worlds. The curiosity encourages us to learn and seek answers to questions that occupy our minds. This in turn leads to a plea for help from the All-knowing, who educates and fosters us with His infinite knowledge.

				One interesting aspect of the first Qur’anic revelation which begins with the commandment, ‘Read’ is: According to Arabic grammar, a verse is defined as a verb. Under normal circumstances along with the verb, the subject should also contain an object. However, in this case when Allah commands us to ‘read’, He does not specify what we are required to read. The divine purpose for believers here is to read materials commencing with the most imperative issues of life. Beginning with religion, the circle of reading material can be expanded by studying science, literature, sociology and other subjects. With the verse above, Allah signifies the importance of reading and reminds us that there is no limit to knowledge.

				Muslims who understood the essence of this Qur’anic message made amazing progress in technology and science especially during the middle ages. Franz Rosenthal made the following statement regarding the issue: “No faith system has achieved a perfect harmony between religion and science to the extent reached by Islam”.

				At this point we should mention some examples from the Islamic world that lead Franz Rosenthal to praise Islam.

				Al Hakam, the Sultan of Andalusia sent merchants to countries far away, ordering them to purchase new books. He gave them large amounts of money so that they may find books containing new information. These books would then be brought back to Andalusia. French physicist P. Curie made the following statement: “We were able to divide the atom using the remaining 30 books from Andalusia. We would have been traveling between galaxies if only half of the million books that were destroyed had been spared.”

				In the beginning of the 10th century the libraries of Cordoba contained 600,000 hand written books. On the other hand, King Charles the fifth, who was the king of France at the time, had 900 books in his library. Ironically, Charles had the reputation of being Europe’s most educated leader. Fascinatingly, a library in Baghdad, established by Caliph Al Ma’mun contained one million books. It is recorded that during this time approximately one third of the population of Baghdad read books.

				When Ankara was captured by Harun Rashed and the Byzantium army was defeated by Caliph Ma’mun, both were offered payments. Interestingly, both Sultans requested hand written ancient scriptures instead of gold coins.

				The tradition of obsession with books also continued with the Ottomans. Following many victories, the Ottomans demanded a list books from their enemies. It is recorded that during his campaign against Egypt, Sultan Selim I loaded his books on a camel and took them along. 

				Now, let us think about the current world. Unfortunately, as a nation we do not possess the sensitivity that our ancestors showed towards books. These days we are not interested in books, yet we prefer to acquire knowledge from TV channels that usually target the intelligence level of a fifteen year old. TV prevents people from contemplating on meaningful words. Simply because, the pictures that continuously flow from the screen divert our attention. Eventually, we are drawn away from rational thinking with special effects and sounds. Authentic knowledge cannot be obtained by being hypnotized with technological effects. It can only be achieved by reflecting on the true meaning of words.

				Indeed, people like Cemil Meriç who lost his eyesight reading books day and night, and Ali Emiri Efendi, who said, “many nights, I have read books until sunrise”, were aware of the facts ‘stated above.

				The minds and hearts of people of the modern world have been conquered by daily events and unproductive disputes. It is possible to save society from this unremitting deception. Initially, we must believe that education is not restricted to intellectuals and that we are all obligated to educate ourselves from cradle to grave. Perhaps in this day and age where moving pictures rule, it would be a nice idea to make the pilgrimage from the TV room to the study room where we can read. We need to make time for reading and as Balzac said, “If we wish to become the master of knowledge, we need to be a servant of work”.

				Those who read frequently become quite noticeable. When they speak, you sense the authority, earnestness and solemnity in their tone of voice. They are never short for words and they speak with logic. Their conversation never bores anyone. The knowledge they attain through reading keeps their minds in constant action. Hence, this has a positive effect in their studies and work. They are always productive. New ideas and projects usually originate from this type of individuals.

				We must then begin by reading books that attain their inspiration from the main Book, books that resurrect the soul and provide remedy to illnesses which cause defection in the hearts and minds of our generation.

				A different point of view on reading

				Reading is the most essential element for a human being who is on the path to self-recognition and understanding the universe. Education is the only means of preparing for life and becoming beneficial to society. However, as we prepare for the life ahead, we need to consider all of our options. It takes approximately 15 years from primary school to completing a degree in university. This is quite a long period of preparation. We must not forget that our religion mentions an eternal life which also awaits us. Whether it is positive or negative, our situation in the Hereafter depends on the life we live here. We dedicate ourselves to education here so that we can have a good life, then what kind of an enthusiasm should we possess towards knowledge that we would greatly benefit from in the everlasting life. It is imperative for a believer to question himself in relation to this issue. In our afterlife, we will be questioned about our enthusiasm towards worldly knowledge and be asked why we have not displayed the same eagerness towards learning our religion. In order to avoid this kind of questioning, we must thoroughly read and study our religion. There is no doubt that death is a reality and it is imminent. Consequently, one must also prepare himself for the hereafter with knowledge and good deeds.

				Last word

				We have learned some information regarding the benefits of reading; let us now take a look at some unique examples:

				Towards the end of 1945 Japan was a devastated country. Today however, Japan has made so much progress that economically it has the power to overcome the USA. There are many reasons for this. Here is an example; one newspaper in Japan has a daily distribution of 11 million copies whilst the total distribution of all newspapers in Turkey is about 4 million copies. Regrettably, we do not read enough.

				It is recorded that when the Ottoman Sultan Selim I was a prince, he would sleep 3 hours a day allocating 8 hours to reading. According to a survey conducted in Turkey with 5139 youths, 69% could not remember the title of the last book they read. Lenin, who established the foundations of Communist Russia, read Marks’ book a thousand times under the freezing conditions of Siberia. What about us? We are the heir of a magnificent civilization, yet take a good look at our reading habits. How much are we reading and are we able to transfer our knowledge into action? Isn’t it time that we question ourselves in relation to this issue.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				CHAPTER ONE

				1. Signs in the window

				Every masterpiece points to art and an act of designing. A poem points to poetry, building points to construction and a song points to music. Consequently, all types of art and design point to a designer which exists at their foundation. Great places of worship such as the Taj Mahal and the Blue Mosque illustrate a perfect architecture. Titles such as architect, designer, painter, embroiderer, and musician, are given to individuals for the talent they possess. These talents in turn indicate to those with exceptional abilities and to souls nourished with inspiration. Indeed, it would be quite absurd to deny the architect of the Blue Mosque after beholding its beauty or to reject the unique talent behind the design of Pyramids. What logic is there in not recognizing the artist who painted Mona Lisa? Can we claim that there is no poet behind a poem?

				Using the examples above, when we observe the masterpiece and beauty that exists in the universe and in nature, we realize that there is design, architecture, harmony, laws and regulations, art and poetry. This in turn points to certain titles and names of a designer. These titles and names then indicate to unique attributes of perfection. Finally, these attributes of perfection then point to a Supreme Being whose Grace is at the point of perfection and whose perfection is defined as the All-Gracious. This reality is so evident that it is visible even to blind eyes.

				Most certainly, all creatures point to unique acts of design and all acts of design point to exalted names and attributes, hence all of the Glorious Names and Attributes point to an All-Knowing, All-Powerful and All-Gracious Being.

				Oh denying carnal soul! How will you explain the brilliant testimonies that fill the entire universe? Do you possess the power to silence these witnesses?

				2. Can a bridge build itself?

				Imam-ı Azam Abu Hanifa is one the greatest Islamic scholars. Those who follow him in matters of practice are called Hanafi. Even as a child, Imam-ı Azam possessed a brilliant mind. One day, a stranger came to Baghdad, where Abu Hanifa lived when he was a child. This man had great confidence in himself. He asked who in Baghdad can prove the existence of God. People pointed at Abu Hanifa, and replied:

				– Our young scholar can prove the existence of Allah.

				The arrogant man glanced at young Abu Hanifa and said:

				– Let us see you do it then.

				A large curious audience gathered. Then the man climbed to a high platform. He was arrogantly staring at everyone from a high position, whilst bragging about his knowledge. At that point, Abu Hanifa said, “I left my books at home. I need to go and get them.

				So they gave him permission to go home. However, he was gone for a long time and people began to feel uncomfortable about their choice. “We should have found another opponent for this arrogant man” they said. However, everyone somehow sensed that there was something unusual here, since Abu Hanifa had never broken his word before.

				A fair amount of time had gone by hence the crowd became restless. Suddenly, the young Imam appeared. There was a sense of relief felt by everyone. On the other hand, the confidence of the man was booming as he asked: “Where were you all this time? Perhaps you realized that you cannot prove the existence of Allah.”

				Abu Hanifa replied calmly: “I have no doubt about Allah and proving his existence is quite easy. However, I live on the other side of the river that flows from the centre of Baghdad. I ran into a small problem on my way back. A sudden storm had blown all the boats away and the bridge had collapsed.

				– Then how did you manage to get across, asked, the man.

				– I will explain. As I came near the banks of the river, I saw large boulders rolling down into the river. They were falling into perfect positions to form the foundations of a bridge. Later, pieces of timber fell randomly from the sky and lined up on the foundations. And then, amazingly, nails appeared from nowhere and began to join the timbers piercing through like arrows. At the end of this remarkable series of events, there I was standing in front of a perfect bridge. So I crossed over and here I am.

				As everyone listened to the incredible story in shock and disappointment, the man asked in an ironic tone:

				– Couldn’t you find someone smarter than this little boy? I do not have time for this nonsense!

				– What part of my story is nonsense, replied Abu Hanifa.

				– All of it...How can a bridge be constructed without a builder or a laborer, asked the man.

				– Then permit me to ask you; what is more complex in design, a bridge or the entire world, replied Abu Hanifa.

				– The world of course...it is much bigger and more complex in design.

				Now it was Abu Hanifa’s turn to respond. “You claim that a bridge, which is much easier to build, must have an architect and a builder. Then how can you claim that this astonishing planet has no designer or an architect?

				The man was stunned by the reply as he attempted to reserve his composure. Then he replied: “Very well, I accept that this earth must have been created by someone.”

				– Of course, and that someone is Allah, said Abu Hanifa.

				The man was cornered now. Assuming he still had some valid points of argument, he asked:

				– If Allah exists, then how come we do not see him?

				Abu Hanifa smiled, as if he had found the question too easy and then replied:

				– Let us have some warm milk and relax first. Then I will answer your question.

				The glasses of milk had arrived and both individuals added some honey to sweeten their milk. Then Abu Hanifa took another spoon full of honey and said, “Let me add this into your milk to make it sweet”. The man replied, “Thanks, I have already added some honey to my milk, I want you to answer my question first”. Once again Abu Hanifa repeated his offer insistently, “Let me first add some sweetener into your milk”. By now the man had lost his temper as he shouted:

				– I told you, I have already added sweetener to my milk!

				– I do not believe you, replied Abu Hanifa.

				– Why do you not believe me, shouted, the man.

				– Because I cannot believe something I do not see.

				– Obviously, you cannot see the sweetener in the milk because it is all ready mixed in it. You would have to taste the milk to detect it. Tell me why are you keeping me occupied with this sort of thing? Answer my question first.

				Abu Hanifa smiled and commenced his argument:

				– I have already answered it. Indeed, you cannot see the sweetener that has already mixed into the milk, but you can detect its existence by tasting the milk. Obviously, we are unable to see Allah, but we can perceive His existence through His creation. When we apply our senses to all occurrences that take place in the universe, then we will discover the hand of God behind all of them. As you see, you cannot even observe a simple sweetener with your eyes when it is mixed into the milk, yet you wish to behold God. If you wish to see Allah, then I suggest you use the eye of your intelligence, not your limited sight.

				The man had nowhere to go now. He was devastated by defeat. You could see that he was in agony, searching for another question. He thought for awhile and then said:

				– Alright... I have one last question for you. I accept that Allah exists and that we cannot see Him. Then tell me, this God that we cannot see but realize with our intelligence. What is He doing right now?

				Abu Hanifa looked at the man and said:

				– This is also a simple question; however, I need to answer it from where you are now.

				The man was confused as he stood up on the high platform then made his way down. Then Abu Hanifa climbed onto the same platform and replied:

				– Allah the Almighty has brought an unbeliever such as yourself, down from this platform and replaced him with a young believer like me.

				As a result, the man accepted Islam.

				3. Various evidences regarding the existence of Allah

				a) 	The universe is not eternal: According to the second law of thermo-dynamics, there is a constant energy loss in the universe. This means that the differences in heat, pressure and density tend to even out in a closed physical system. Eventually, these entities will also even out in our universe and this in turn will bring the universe to an energetic death. If the universe was eternal, this process would have already completed its cycle. So, the second law of thermo-dynamics suggests that the universe had a beginning.

				b)	Electrons: Electrons that exist in matter are in constant motion. These motions cause continuous alterations in the structure of matter. If matter was eternal, these alterations would also have already completed their cycles. In addition to this, latest research in particle physics proves that all sub-atomic particles have a lifespan. In conclusion, matter is not eternal.

				c)	In our sun, 564 million tons of hydrogen is being converted to helium each second. This means that our sun is becoming denser whilst each minute it loses 240 million tons from its mass. It is calculated that the average lifespan of a star is ten billion years. There are billions of stars in the universe. If the universe was eternal, all of these stars would have completed their cycles and died out. This means that the universe had a beginning.

				As you see, physical laws such as thermo-dynamics and research in the field of astrophysics prove that matter is not eternal.

				4. Is it possible that matter came into existence by chance?

				Let us assume that we have three books in a room. Each book has a number on the front cover and they are placed on a table in sequence of 1, 2, and 3. There is no one but a blind child in this room. Can we consider the possibility that the blind child has placed them in the correct order and without any help? What if we increase the number of books to 20?

				Let us say that a printer has half a million set of letters. If someone comes up to you claiming that a strong wind blew these letters off the table and by chance we found three words on the floor, formed by the letters (Rock, Salt and Lake). Although the probability is quite low, you may choose to accept the possibility. What if we claim that a whole article consisting of astounding poetry was formed by a mere chance? Would you still consider believing such a story?

				Let us say we wrote numbers from 1 to 10 on small pieces of paper and randomly threw them on the floor. The probability of these numbers lining up from 1 to 10 is 10 billion to 1. If we increase the number to 12, then the probability becomes 100 billion to 1. When the number of papers is raised to 22, the probability is 100 billion x 100 billion to 1.

				It is impossible for a blind person to line up 20 books in a sequence corresponding to their numbers. It is impossible for a printing machine to produce a book by coincidence. Then how can we even assume that a masterpiece such as the book of the universe, flowers with their amazing colors and magnificent scents, animals with incredible talents and beautiful designs, human beings with their miraculously complex biological structures and galaxies and stars that move with precision and harmony are all products of a blind chance.

				“There is Order and Harmony in the Universe, Not Chance, and Allah is the Implementer of This Order.”

				5. Rights of a mother and father

				Mothers and Fathers are sanctified beings who should be respected accordingly. Disrespecting them is regarded as same as disrespecting God. Those who harass their parents will soon be harassed accordingly.

				Human beings become a burden on their parents from the day they begin to develop as an embryo. No one can understand the agony and hardship that parents go through in raising their children with love and compassion. Their compassion cannot be measured in relation to this mater. For this reason, respecting them is not only a duty but a debt all of us must repay.

				Those who realize the value of their parents and think of them as a means to attract God’s mercy are the most fortune in both worlds. However, those who think of them as a burden and find their existence as unbearable are evil nominees for eternal punishment.

				The degree of one’s respect to God can be measured by his respect towards his parents. It is an unfortunate thing that these days even those who claim to love God are rebelling against their parents.

				A person should be obedient and extremely respectful towards his parents, and in turn a mother and father should display the same compassion for their child’s soul and heart, as they do for his physical being. This means that they should place their child in the trustworthy hands of the most experienced instructors and teachers. Parents that disregard the soul and heart of their children are the most ignorant and a child who is a victim of this negligence is the most unfortunate.

				A person who ignores the rights of his parents transforms into a hideous being and parents who refrain from establishing a spiritual life for their children are merciless tyrants. How about those parents who try to paralyze the life of their child who has already found the right path? Families are the foundations of society. A harmonious society depends on its families and the respect displayed within these nucleus communities. If compassion and respect is no longer exists in a family, who could expect to find them in the society.

				6. A mother’s heart

				Once upon a time, a young man fell in love with a girl who had a heart of stone. One day, she came up with a horrific suggestion. “I will test your love. Bring me your mother’s heart then I shall marry you” she said. The young man trembled upon hearing this horrendous ultimatum. He walked away thinking, “there is no way I would do such a thing”. But as days passed by, he realized that he could not live without her. So, he decided to prove himself. As he walked towards his mother with a knife in his hand, she made no attempt to stop him. The young man murdered his mother and removed her heart placing it in a handkerchief. He was full of excitement as he began to run towards the girl’s house. Suddenly, he tripped over a rock and fell on his knees. The heart rolled out of his hands. It was still fresh. In tremendous pain, the young man screamed:

				“Oh Mum!” Abruptly, a voice echoed from the heart: “My son...did you hurt yourself!”

				7. Compassion of mothers

				“Can I see my baby”, said the young mother who had recently given birth to a baby boy. Taking the baby from the nurse she embraced him with great enthusiasm and compassion. However, the mother was frozen like an iceberg when she opened the cloth to see her baby’s face. The doctor and the nurse had turned their faces away both were staring at the window. The newborn had no ears. Examinations showed that this would not affect his hearing, and that the only problem was his physiological appearance.

				Many years had gone by and the child started school. One day, he came home and threw himself in his mother’s arms. He was crying his eyes out. “One of the big kids called me a freak”, he muttered as he wept.

				The unfortunate child grew up with this burden. He was a bright young man who could have been very successful if only he could socialize with others. His parents were deeply concerned and felt his pain in their hearts. One day the father asked the family doctor if there was something they could do. The doctor said, “The only solution is an organ donor”

				The young man was happy, but who would sacrifice their ears? Two years later, one sunny day, the parents gave the good news, “get ready son, we are going to the hospital. Your mother and I found you a suitable donor who wishes that his identity be kept a secret”

				The operation was a great success. Finally, the young man had ears. His confidence grew each day and he was extremely successful in school and in his social life. After completing his education, he got married and became a diplomat. Many years had passed and one day he asked his father, “Please dad, tell me the identity of this wonderful person who gave me a chance in life”.

				“I am sorry son, but we had a deal and I cannot reveal this person’s identity to you”.

				The identity of the donor was hidden from him for many years, until the saddest day in his life had arrived. He had lost his mother. They were all standing by her lifeless body at the funeral. His father approached the body of his beloved wife and began to stroke her hair. As he pushed her dark brown hair towards the back of her head, the son noticed that her ears were missing.

				The father then turned towards his son and said, “Your mum never needed a haircut, hence no one could question her beauty”.

				Yes, the real beauty is in your heart not on your skin. True happiness is not found on things you see, but in places you do not see. Perhaps, real love and compassion is hidden in things that we are not aware of...

				8. Manners

				In general, manners could be described as: Controlling one’s behavior and words in accordance to universal morals and etiquettes. In this regard, speaking to a person who requests knowledge from you and keeping quite next to a scholar is considered as good manners. Yes, from sitting to standing, laughing to crying, all types of behavior which is done appropriately can be regarded as good manners.

				Parents are the primary teachers of good manners. A child enters society with the manners obtained from his/her parents. This behavior begins to take shape by the positive or negative influence exerted at school and in the community. We must not forget that a child who has received good manners from the family will preserve his/her composure contrary to all persuasions.

				Islamic scholars always point out to the fact that you cannot have faith and knowledge in the absence of good manners. There is no doubt that developing good manners is the first step in studying religion and other sciences.

				9. Respecting our teachers

				During his stay in Basra they saw that Sahl b. Abdullah had a bandage on his finger. When he was asked about it, he said that he felt some pain in his finger.

				Sometime later, one of the persons who were present went to Egypt and decided to visit the great scholar Zunnun-i Misri. He realized that he had also bandaged his finger. Curiously, he asked the same question to Zunnun-i Misri. He replied: “My finger has been sore for quite a long time”. The man realized why Sahl had also bandaged his finger; it was out of respect for his teacher.

				One morning, a few years after the incident, Sahl came next to his students. He was quite calm and relaxed as he leaned on the wall and stretched his legs. He said, “Ask me any question you wish”. They were all shocked because they had never seen their teacher behave like this. Hence, they could not hold back as they asked, “We have never seen you like this, did something change?”

				“One must take extreme care with his manners as long as his teacher is living”, he replied.

				That day, his students learned that Zunnun-i Misri had passed away. 

				10. How did they correct a wrong?

				Hasan and Husayn, the grandchildren of the noble Prophet were at the mosque one day, watching an old man performing Wudu.

				At one stage, Hasan said to his brother:

				– Did you see that, he did not wash his elbows?

				– Yes, he also left some other parts out, replied Husayn.

				– We have to warn him that his Wudu will not be valid if he leaves out the parts that we are obligated to wash. Even an area, size of a pin’s head should not be neglected. Obviously, his prayer will also be invalid without a correct ablution.

				– But how can we say this to him? Look, he also neglected his toes, and forgot to wash his heals.

				Husayn:

				– Wait...he is an old man; he would be embarrassed if we tried to correct his mistakes. Or he might not even take us seriously, because we are kids. I have an idea!

				Husayn then walked up to the old man and said:

				– Sir, we need your assistance with something.

				– Alright kids tell me what you want, said the old man.

				– We are still young and we fear that we might make a mistake when we perform our Wudu. Could you please watch us and correct our mistakes?

				– Ok then, go ahead, replied the old man.

				Both Hasan and Husayn began to perform their Wudu. The old man was watching them carefully, looking for an error. However, they performed their Wudu so flawlessly that the man thought of his own Wudu and realized that he was the one with the mistakes. Then with an assuring smile on his face, he stroked their hair and said:

				– You are not the ones with mistakes. It is me. I would like to thank you for reminding me in such a kind manner. From this day on, I will perform my Wudu as you do.

				Dear young man, as you see knowing something is not enough, what is more important is to pass the knowledge on in an appropriate manner, without breaking anyone’s heart. Just as the grandchildren of the Prophet did...
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