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Introduction





 




  When I was a child, my parents loved to pile all of us kids in the station wagon and take off for a weekend drive. Usually Mom did the driving and she didn’t have any particular destination in mind. We would just drive through the countryside and along the rivers, stopping at little roadside stands and mom-and-pop stores to pick up pickled bologna, crackers, cheese, and other goodies for lunch at a roadside park. That was my first introduction to my birth state, probably a big part of why I became a travel writer and why I keep Ohio so close to my heart. I hope you’ll come along on a trip off the beaten path with me to see some of the wealth that Ohio has to offer.




   

    “The Mother of Presidents,” Ohio Claims Eight U.S. Presidents




  Ohio, known as “The Mother of Presidents,” has been the birthplace of seven U.S. presidents: Ulysses S. Grant (Point Pleasant), Rutherford Hayes (Delaware), James Garfield (Orange Township, now Moreland Hills), Benjamin Harrison (North Bend), William McKinley (Niles), William Howard Taft (Cincinnati), and Warren G. Harding (Corsica, now Blooming Grove).




  When William Henry Harrison was born (in Virginia), there were no states, only 13 colonies. He claimed Ohio from the time it became a state, and Ohio claims him. During his presidential campaign, he used the buckeye as his symbol because of its association with Ohio. Harrison’s supporters often wore necklaces made from a string of buckeyes, and he carried a cane created from a buckeye tree and was said to always carry a buck-eye nut in his pocket. Ohio residents have been called “buckeyes” since the mid-1800s. The buckeye was named the Ohio state tree in 1953.




  As America’s ninth president, William Henry Harrison gave an 8,445-word inauguration speech—edited by Daniel Webster—for an hour and 45 minutes in cold rain without a hat, overcoat, or gloves. He caught a cold that developed into pneumonia and died just 31 days after taking office.




  John Tyler then became the first vice president to succeed to the presidency, serving from 1841 to 1845.




  The next Ohioan in office was Civil War hero Ulysses S. Grant, the 18th president. The Republican served two terms from 1869 to 1877. He supported amnesty for Confederate leaders and civil rights for African Americans. He also signed legislation establishing Yellowstone National Park as America’s first national park and proclaiming Christmas a national holiday.




  Another Ohio Republican, Rutherford B. Hayes, served as the 19th president from 1877 to 1881. He signed a bill in 1879 allowing female attorneys to argue cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. He also held the first Easter Egg Roll on the White House lawn, a tradition that continues to this day.




  James A. Garfield, another Ohio Republican, was the 20th president. Six months after taking office, he was shot on July 2, 1881, and died 79 days later of a ruptured splenic artery aneurysm following sepsis and bronchial pneumonia. Most historians and medical experts now believe that Garfield probably would have survived his gunshot wound if doctors at the time had known to practice safety measures to prevent infections.




  Benjamin Harrison, the grandson of former president William Henry Harrison, became the 23rd president from 1889 to 1893. The Republican signed the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the oldest of all U.S. anti-trust laws.




  Another Ohio Republican, William McKinley, served as the 25th president from 1897 to 1901. He increased the size of the United States by annexing Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and Hawaii. During his second term, McKinley was shot at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York, on September 6, 1901. He died of gangrene and blood poisoning from the wound on September 14, 1901.




  William Howard Taft, another Ohio Republican, served as the 27th president from 1909 to 1913. He launched eighty antitrust suits against some of the nation’s largest corporations. He was also the first president to throw out the ceremonial first pitch at a baseball game (in 1910) and the first president to be buried in Arlington National Cemetery (in 1930).




  The last Ohio president—so far—was Warren G. Harding, a Republican who served as 29th president from 1921 to 1923. Harding hosted the first international strategic arms limitation talks at the 1921 Washington Naval Conference and was the first president to ride to his inauguration in an automobile.




  The Ohio Statehouse has named six House and two Senate hearing rooms in honor of Ohio’s eight presidents.




  




  Ohio is an excellent state to explore—it has breathtaking natural beauty, a rich historical heritage, countless fine restaurants, and varied and unique overnight lodging. Ohio Off the Beaten Path exposes the reader to Ohio’s best—from rolling pastoral farmland to rugged wooded cliffs and gorges, from restored canal towns and gristmills to country inns and working historical farms. After years of researching and traveling the state, I can only conclude that Ohio offers a wealth of opportunities for recreation, for appreciating the history that shaped its present and future, and for pleasurable excursions to suit any tastes or interests.




  Most of the destinations described in this book, be they historical, culinary, or recreational, are located away from interstate highways and major metropolitan areas—an indication of our preference for scenic roads and picturesque towns and villages (traveling by interstate highway just does not provide the enjoyment of winding through forests and cresting hills on a narrow, two-lane country road). To take full advantage of Ohio Off the Beaten Path, you might find it handy to have an Ohio highway map. TourismOhio will mail you a travel guide with an Ohio map at no charge if you call (800) BUCKEYE (282-5393). TourismOhio can also provide another valuable service—confirmation of specific information on thousands of sites and attractions around the state.




  Although every effort has been made to ensure that addresses, phone numbers, rates, hours, and seasons of the places described in this book are accurate at the time of publication, establishments do change owners or hours of operation, relocate, and even close. For this reason, I advise taking advantage of the state’s toll-free service to verify important information before making that two- or three-hour drive. Another excellent resource is TourismOhio’s website, ohio.org, which includes links to hundreds of other Ohio tourism websites.




  Whether spending a week, a weekend, or just an afternoon traveling to a new destination, you will probably find, as I did, that Ohio’s friendly people and splendid countryside make any trip that much more rewarding. And if you have yet to experience the state’s historic and recreational opportunities, I believe you will be impressed and amazed by all Ohio has to offer.




  Ohio Facts






	Nickname: Buckeye State





	Capital: Columbus





	Population: 11,780,000





	Admitted to Union: Ohio became the 17th state when it was admitted on February 19, 1803.





	Major Cities and Populations: Columbus, 906,528; Cleveland, 367,991; Cincinnati, 308,935; Toledo, 268,508; Akron, 189,347; Dayton, 137,571





	Famous Residents: William Henry Harrison, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield, Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley, William Howard Taft, Warren G. Harding, Harriet Beecher Stowe, James Thurber, George A. Custer, Johnny Appleseed, Doris Day, Jack Nicklaus, Steven Spielberg, Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Charles Goodyear, John D. Rockefeller, Thomas Edison, Clark Gable, Bob Hope, Langston Hughes, Woody Harrelson, Rob Lowe, Paul Newman, Annie Oakley, Roy Rogers, Martin Sheen, Dean Martin, Drew Carey, LeBron James, Sarah Jessica Parker, Maya Lin





	Travel Information: Contact TourismOhio at (800) BUCKEYE (282-5393) or ohio.org.





	State Parks: Contact Ohio State Parks at (614) 265-6561, or ohiodnr.gov.





	State Song: “Beautiful Ohio”





	State Rock Song: “Hang on Sloopy”





	State Wildflower: White trillium





	State Flower: Red carnation





	State Bird: The cardinal





	State Tree: The buckeye





	State Animal: White-tailed deer





	State Motto: “With God All Things Are Possible”














  



  

    
Northeast Ohio



  




   Cuyahoga Valley




  




  Tranquil, stream-fed Chippewa Lake provides the setting for an outstanding country dining establishment, the Oaks Lakeside. Eight acres of tall trees surround this rambling former estate, which rests a stone’s throw from the water. Railroad industrialist J. F. Townsend remodeled this former farmhouse in 1914, using it to entertain such captains of industry as J. Pierpont Morgan. Townsend dubbed the place Five Oaks for the semicircle of oak trees that graced the front of the home at the time.




  Don Casper and Al Hitchins purchased the Medina County property in 1961 and earned a reputation for an innovative menu and an impressive kitchen. In the summer of 2004, Johnny and Audrey Pollizi joined with Don’s family to maintain the family’s tradition of gracious elegance and outstanding cuisine. Now a third generation of the Don Casper family—Don’s three nieces: Bonnie Casper Drushal, Cheryl Casper Iaquinta, and Holli Stille Boylan—are continuing the tradition. Each of the six dining areas has its own distinct character, and the large
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  windows allow a view of the spacious patio—a perfect spot for a cocktail or after-dinner drink—and the gazebo at water’s edge.




  Dinner at the Oaks Lakeside includes dishes such as veal marsala, pan-seared duck breast, dry-aged strip steak with pinot noir sage butter, filet mignon, and grilled chicken spinach alfredo with pappardelle pasta. Seafood fans can choose from rosemary grilled salmon, South African lobster tail, Alaskan king crab legs, and steamed scampi.




  A fine dinner salad distinguishes a quality restaurant from an ordinary one, and an Oaks Classic salad comes brimming with mixed greens, toasted pecans, dried cranberries, citrus vanilla vinaigrette, and Danish blue cheese. A nice variety of appetizers includes baklava brie with orange ginger glaze, thyme, dill crackers and bread sticks; herbed truffle fries with barbecue balsamic reduction, and sauerkraut balls with Santa Fe mustard and plum sauce. The lodge’s luxurious desserts include fallen chocolate souffle with vanilla bean ice cream, pecan and cranberry bread pudding topped with caramel whiskey sauce, and chocolate brownie parfait topped with whipped cream. From the fresh flowers and stylish decor (the lodge has won several awards for interior design) to the culinary expertise, the Oaks Lakeside rates high marks.




  

    BEST ATTRACTIONS




  




  

    Oaks Lakeside




   




  Hickories Museum




  


  

  Allen Memorial Art Museum




   


  

  Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum




   


  

  Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum




   


  

  Hale Farm and Village




   


  

  Blossom Music Center




   


  

  Akron Art Museum




   


  

  Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens




   


  

  Perkins Stone Mansion




   


  

  John Brown House




   


  

  Kent State University Museum




   


  

  Youngstown Historical Center of Industry and Labor




   


  

  Butler Institute of American Art/Arms Family Museum of Local History




   


  

  Mill Creek MetroParks




   


  

  The Welshfield Inn




   


  

  Rothenbuhler Cheesemakers




   


  

  Burton Sugar Camp and Log Cabin




   


  

  Century Village Museum




   


  

  Richards Maple Products




   


  

  Alpine Valley Ski Area




   


  

  Holden Arboretum




   


  

  Lake Metroparks Farmpark




   


  

  Debonne Vineyards




   


  

  Grand River Cellars




  




  




   



   birth place of aluminum




  




   

  We have Charles M. Hall to thank for a world full of aluminum siding and aluminum everything else. Born in Thompson on December 6, 1863, Hall moved with his family to Oberlin. Along with a country full of scientists, he had been trying to find a cheap way to make aluminum; Hall did his experiments in an old woodshed while still in high school.




  Hall attended Oberlin College, where he continued to experiment. Eight months after graduating, the 22-year-old discovered the process he and the others had been seeking. After a patent dispute with a French scientist claiming the same invention, Hall secured capital from Andrew Mellon and built what became the American Aluminum Company. Hall died in 1914, leaving a substantial bequest to Oberlin College.




  




  The Oaks Lakeside is at 5878 Longacre Ln., Chippewa Lake; (330) 769-2601, (800) 922-5736; theoakslakeside.com. Open Wed through Sat from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., Sun from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Live entertainment is offered Thur and Fri evening June through Aug.




  Medina County is also the location of a unique annual occurrence—Ohio’s equivalent of the swallows returning to Capistrano. Each year in mid-March, about 75 turkey vultures come home to roost in trees by the cliffs and caverns of Whipp’s Ledges near Hinckley. With clocklike regularity, the buzzards have returned to this summer home for more than 150 years. Hinckley townspeople mark the occasion with celebrations on the first Sunday after March 15, when a “buzzard breakfast” is served.




  The architect was Arthur Oviatt; the owner, Arthur Lovett Garford. The result of their vision: one of the finest residences in northeast Ohio, now the Hickories Museum.




  Construction on this massive 19-room stone-and-shingle home began in 1894 and cost Garford $100,000. On the large corner lot stand many of the original shagbark hickory trees from which came the name Hickories.




  Within the walls of the Hickories Museum are Tiffany-style windows, 6 fireplaces, 12 built-in seats, and approximately 60 carved faces. Features are the grand staircase, pier mirrors, a Gothic chapel, and a bull moose head given to Garford by Teddy Roosevelt. An opulent Victorian bathroom as well as a restored master bedroom and guest room can be seen on the second floor.




  Garford was a young banker when he hopped on a newfangled high-wheeled vehicle, the bicycle. A rough ride on the bike’s hard seat launched a new career for A. L.—he invented a padded bicycle seat, which made him a millionaire. His interests would grow to include such diverse items as golf balls, telephone parts, lighting fixtures, and steel; he also became involved in car and truck manufacturing, mining, and publishing.




  The Hickories Museum is at 509 Washington Ave., Elyria; (440) 322-3341; lchs.org. Open for tours Wed through Fri, at 1 p.m. or by appointment. Admission: adults $5, children (ages 13 to 18) $3; children (ages 6 to 12) $2.




  Founded in 1917, the Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin College is ranked as one of the finest college or university collections in the nation. Cass Gilbert designed the original building; he also designed four other buildings for Oberlin College between 1907 and 1931. The museum’s contemporary addition, designed by Robert Venturi, opened in 1977.




  The museum’s collection consists of some 11,000 objects from ancient Egypt to contemporary America. Collection highlights include Dutch and Flemish paintings of the seventeenth century, European art of the late 19th and 20th centuries, and contemporary American art. Of particular note are the Mary A. Ainsworth collection of Japanese woodblock prints, the Charles Martin Hall collection of Islamic carpets, the Joseph and Enid Bissett collection of modern European paintings, and a comprehensive collection of Old Master prints, including Rembrandt and Dürer. The museum also has a growing collection of African and African-American art. In addition to the galleries, a number of sculptures can be found on the museum’s well-manicured grounds. Be sure to tour the Frank Lloyd Wright home on the grounds—built in 1950, this is an example of the compact Usonian houses he created for middle-class families.




  The Allen Memorial Art Museum is at 87 N. Main St., Oberlin; (440) 775-8665; amam.oberlin.edu. Open Tues through Sat, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun, 1 to 5 p.m. No admission charge. Tours of the Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian House are offered the first Sunday of each month from April through Nov, noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults.




  Take the high road or take the low road, but those wishing for a wee bit of Scotland in Ohio should take to the road on the fourth Saturday every June to celebrate the Ohio Scottish Game Weekend in Oberlin. Visitors can enjoy the colorful Scottish games and the traditional dress in the parade of clan tartans. In addition there is a competition between the pipe and drum corps. The event is held in Oberlin. Visit ohioscottishgames.com for information.




  One of the best car collections you’ll find is the Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum in Cleveland. The collection tells the history of technological as well as stylistic changes and developments in the auto industry. With some 150 cars in the collection, the vehicles range from the famous to the obscure, from a Model T to a modern Jaguar. For example, the visitor can admire a rare 1897 Panhard et Lavassor, which was the first automobile to enclose the passenger area and protect the occupants from the elements. The car enthusiast can also view the 1982 Indy car driven by Ohio’s own Bobby Rahal.




  Since car manufacturing is now centered on a few dominant companies, many people may not know just how many small automotive manufacturers existed in the early 1900s. The Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum highlights the remarkable number of carmakers that were located in the Cleveland area.




  Between 1898 and 1931 more than 80 makes of cars were produced here, including the Winton Bullet. Alexander Winton was the leading automotive pioneer in Cleveland, selling his first car in 1898. The Winton Bullet held the land-speed record in 1902 and is on display in the museum.




  Along with the car collection, the museum also features bikes, motorcycles, and aircraft. The centerpiece of the aviation collection is a 1912 Curtiss Hydroaeroplane, which was once piloted by Cleveland aviator Al Engel.




  This museum is part of a larger complex, the Western Reserve Historical Society’s University Circle. This campus-like setting also houses a history museum in a turn-of-the-twentieth-century mansion. A visitor to this museum can go on a mansion tour and view a costume collection and various special displays. Also nearby is the renowned Cleveland Museum of Art. The Western Reserve Historical Society’s library is one of the best genealogical resources in the nation.




  The Crawford Auto Aviation Museum is located at 10825 East Blvd., Cleveland; (216) 721-5722; wrhs.org. Open Thurs noon to 8 p.m.; Fri, Sat, and Sun, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission: adults $15; seniors $13; children (ages 3 to 12) $8. Parking in the museum lot costs $8 for the first two hours and $1 for each additional 30 minutes with a daily maximum of $15.




  The Dittrick Museum of Medical History presents the medical history of Cleveland and the Western Reserve. Exhibits trace advances in diagnostic technology from the stethoscope to the X-ray machine.




  Visitors inspect an array of early surgical instruments, bloodletting tools, and the museum’s collection of microscopes. Also featured are two complete and furnished doctors’ offices, one from 1880 and the other from 1930.




  The Dittrick Museum of Medical History is on the third floor of the Allen Memorial Medical Library at 11000 Euclid Ave., Cleveland; (216) 368-3648; artsci.case.edu. Open Fri, 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat, noon to 4 p.m. No admission charge.




  Critics have and will continue to debate the location of the birthplace of rock & roll, but there’s no debate that Cleveland has provided a home for rock for the ages with the outstanding Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. The spectacular $92 million facility overlooks Lake Erie. Designed by renowned architect I. M. Pei, the 150,000-square-foot building consists of bold geometric forms and dramatic spaces anchored by a 162-foot tower.




  Rock fans of all ages will discover memorabilia from all phases of rock & roll, from its birth in the 1950s to its explosion in the 1960s and its evolution to the present. Among the highlights of this most extensive collection are John Lennon’s Sgt. Pepper uniform and the Rickenbacker guitar he used at the Shea Stadium concert, the black leather stage outfit Elvis wore during his 1968 “comeback” TV special, Tina Turner’s “Acid Queen” costume from the movie Tommy, Jim Morrison’s Cub Scout uniform, and Jimi Hendrix’s handwritten lyrics to “Purple Haze.” The original recording equipment from Sam Phillips’s Memphis Recording Service is on display, along with Janis Joplin’s psychedelic Porsche convertible.




   



   north olmsted to and from




  




   

  Talk about “necessity being the mother of invention!” The mayor of North Olmsted was given one week’s notice that the railway connecting his community with Cleveland was calling it quits. Mayor Charles Seltzer had until midnight February 28, 1931, to find a way to get 150 of his constituents to work.




  His solution: that North Olmsted start a municipal bus line, the first in Ohio. The city council concurred, and they all scrambled to purchase two used buses and two sets of license plates and hire two drivers. At 5 a.m. March 1, two freshly painted red-and-white coaches hit the road, changing Ohio transportation history.




  




  Music plays throughout the museum, except in the actual top-floor Hall of Fame. Film and video presentations trace the history of rock and offer snapshots of its various incarnations and tangents. If you are or ever have been a fan of rock & roll, this is a must-see.




  The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum is at 1100 Rock and Roll Blvd. (East Ninth St.), Cleveland; (216) 781-7625; rockhall.com. Open daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (until 9 p.m. on Thurs) from Jan through June. From July through Aug open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs through Sat until 9 p.m. Admission: adults $35; children (ages 6 to 12) $25.




  Looking for an unusual tour or for a unique setting for lunch or dinner? Then be ready to board the Goodtime III. This 1,000-passenger boat offers two-hour sightseeing tours Tues through Sun and has provided a great way to see Cleveland since 1958. As you cruise by, your guide will help you learn more about the area. The boat offers indoor and outdoor seating so you can tour even if the weather is not perfect. Along with sightseeing you can also enjoy a box or buffet lunch. Dance cruises and happy hour cruises sail on Fri, dinner cruises on Sat, and brunch cruises on Sun.




  Goodtime III is at 825 E. 9th St. Pier, Cleveland; (216) 861-5110; good time iii.com. The summer sailing schedule runs from June 15 through Labor Day; limited sailings in May and Sept. Tours are available Tues through Sun




   

    Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Honors Great Musicians




  Several teens in the audience began to chuckle when the film narrator said, “Imagine there was a time in America when there was no rock and roll.”




  For these youngsters, there never was such a time. Rock & roll has always been a part of their lives. So the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum must have been a real eye opener for them. After the short film ended, I saw the young people avidly reading information in the exhibits and commenting on how much music has changed. They even giggled at Elvis’ flamboyant jumpsuit and the video of a Baptist preacher denouncing Elvis as an evil influence in a 1956 sermon.




  The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum has something to interest everyone.




  “We have 5,000 to 8,000 visitors a day and 85 percent of them are from out of town,” a tour guide told me. “It is Cleveland’s biggest attraction.” Which leads to the question—why Cleveland?




  Alan Freed was a Cleveland DJ who coined the term “rock & roll” and hosted the first rock concert here in 1952. Cleveland was also the first place north of the Mason-Dixon Line where Elvis played.




  When the idea for a Rock & Roll Hall of Fame initially came about, Cleveland leaders were among the first and most enthusiastic in lobbying Hall of Fame officials to bring the museum to their fair city. Cleveland overwhelmingly beat all rivals in a USA Today poll, earning more than 100,000 votes over its nearest rival.




  In addition, 660,000 people signed petitions to bring the museum to Cleveland. The city’s civic and business leaders worked together to provide the necessary financial support to make the museum not only a reality but also a stunning showcase for the history of rock & roll.




  Cleveland was selected as the site for the museum in 1986, with a groundbreaking in 1993 and opening in 1995. Located on the shores of Lake Erie, this museum designed by I.M. Pei is a real beauty. A futuristic composition of bold geometric forms and dynamic cantilevered spaces, it is anchored by a 162-foot tower supporting a dual-triangular-shaped glass “tent” that extends at its base onto a 65,000-square-foot plaza, making a dramatic main entry facade.




  “In designing this building,” Pei has said, “it was my intention to echo the energy of rock & roll. I have consciously used an architectural vocabulary that is bold and new.”




  The $92 million structure was funded through a public-private partnership that included the State of Ohio, City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority, and Cleveland area and music industry corporations and foundations.




  The original concept for the museum and archive dedicated to rock & roll was initiated in 1983 when several music industry leaders created the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Foundation. Their goal was to honor the men and women who made significant contributions to this musical style.




  In 1986, they began inducting individuals. The museum was built to house the Hall of Fame, so they are two distinct entities.




  The first-year Hall of Fame roster included Chuck Berry, James Brown, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke, Fats Domino, Everly Brothers, Buddy Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis Presley, and Little Richard. Artists become eligible for the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 25 years after the release of their first commercial recording. The process of nominating inductees each year is based on the artist’s “influence and significance to the development and perpetuation of rock & roll.” Ballots are then sent to about 900 performers, historians, and music industry professionals. Those nominees who receive the most votes are inducted. The Hall of Fame typically welcomes five to seven artists each year.




  For the museum itself, leave plenty of time to visit. The constantly changing museum has so much to see, read, and hear. For starters, there’s the fashion of Sgt. Pepper, Jimi Hendrix’s handwritten lyrics and the patchwork jacket from his final concert appearance, Janis Joplin’s psychedelic wardrobe, and a dazzling Tina Turner costume designed by Gianna Versace. Other objects of interest include John Lennon’s grammar-school report card, Buddy Holly’s high school diploma, David Bowie’s “Ziggy Stardust” jumpsuit, Bruce Springsteen’s outfit from the cover of “Born in the U.S.A.,” a shirt John Mellencamp wore on his “Scarecrow” tour, and autographed drumsticks from Kenny Aronoff.




  Then there are the musical instruments—enough to delight any music lover. You can see Duane Eddy’s Gretsch guitar, Eddie Cochran’s 1955 Gretsch, Duane Allman’s 1959 Gibson Les Paul, Dickey Betts’ 1954 Les Paul gold top, Lead Belly’s 12-string acoustic guitar, Louis Jordan’s tenor saxophone and Robbie Robertson’s 1958 Fender Stratocaster. Exhibited items are rotated over time, so many visitors return to see and hear what is new.




  Several theaters take visitors on a cinematic journey through rock & roll history, including Dick Clark’s American Bandstand in the RMS Theater and a 14-minute film in the Elvis exhibit. An exhibit called Part of the Machine: Rock & Pinball showcases rocked-out pinball machines with popular performers and bands. At the Rock & Roll Radio exhibit, you can hear sound clips from famous rock & roll DJs from different eras and regions.




  Before the museum opened, experts predicted fans would need about two and a half hours to wander through the musical lesson. They were sure wrong. “We’ve found that most people stay closer to four hours or even the entire day,” a guide told me before I left. “Once they get here, people are often surprised at all there is to see and they stay longer than they expected.”




  For details: rockhall.com




  




  at noon and 3 p.m. for $30 for adults; $15 for children (ages 5 to 12). Two-hour lunch cruises are $49.95 for adults; $39.95 for children (ages 5 to 12). Friday and Saturday dinner and city lights cruise: adults $79.95. For the luncheon or dinner and city lights cruise, be sure to call ahead for reservations. Ask about departure times for the evening cruise. A smoke-free and vape-free vessel.




  For more cruising and dining, board the Lady Caroline. Buffet lunches, brunches, and dinners are part of the sightseeing experience aboard this pleasure cruise. You glide by the “Flats” and parks, and view the Cleveland skyline while munching on a wide variety of salads, entrees, and desserts. There are outdoor observation decks so you can enjoy the sun or stars during your approximately two-hour voyage. The dining areas are enclosed so that a bit of foul weather won’t put a damper on the dining experience. When you call for information, you might want to ask about the Lady Caroline’s special events. You might enjoy one of their theme cruises, or have the staff plan something special for a birthday or anniversary.




  The Lady Caroline is located at 1153 Main Ave. (on the West Bank of the Flats), Cleveland; (216) 696-8888, (800) 837-0604; ladycaroline.com. Sails Apr through Dec. Lunch cruises: Mon through Fri, noon; Sat, 11 a.m.; Sun, 1 p.m. Dinner cruises: Mon through Thur, 7 p.m.; Fri and Sat, 7:30 p.m. Lunch cruise prices: $54.95; children (age 2 to 11) $39.95. Free for children younger than 2. Sunset dinner cruise prices: Tues through Thur, $64.95 per person; Fri and Sat, $89.95 per person. Sunday brunch prices: $64.95; children (age 2 to 11) $49.95. Free for children younger than 2. All cruises include unlimited buffet, coffee, tea, or iced tea, and musical entertainment.




  The North Union Colony of Shakers was established here in 1822 and thrived for 67 years. This unique religious group of more than 200 people stressed social justice, freedom, and equality of men and women. They built their own school and cared for orphans. They farmed and sold their apple products, herbs, and high-quality, simple handmade furniture. When the community declined, the Shakers’ property was sold to a real estate company and developed to become Shaker Heights.




   



   ALSO WORTH SEEING




  




   

  Great Lakes Science Center, Cleveland




   


  

  Cleveland Museum of Art




   


  

  Cleveland MetroParks Zoo




   


  

  Children’s Museum of Cleveland




   


   

  




  

    Twins Day Festival




  You’ll be seeing double, but that’s to be expected if you visit Twinsburg for the annual Twins Day Festival. What better place than Twinsburg to host a national gathering of those special siblings we call twins?




  Matched sets of brothers and sisters come from all over the nation to gather for this celebration of duality. Infants and oldsters and in-betweeners all attend. Some are so close in looks and dress, down to the hat, the socks, or the tie tack, that you have to wonder how even their mothers and fathers tell them apart.




  Triplets, quadruplets, and beyond are also welcome. To add to the fun of celebrating these look-alikes, there’s a parade, a fireworks display, arts and crafts, food, of course, and even a golf tournament (with identical twins on the course, keeping the scoring straight could be a challenge).




  The Twins Day Festival is held first weekend in August in Twinsburg. For more information call (330) 425-3652 (or get your twin to call) or visit twinsdays.org.




  




  The Shaker Historical Museum occupies a Tudor-style mansion facing Horseshoe Lake. The Shaker Historical Society presents exhibits about the Shakers, the development of Shaker Heights by the Van Sweringen brothers, as well as seasonal displays, programs, and events. The museum shop offers books, herbs, candles, cards, and Shaker-style boxes and carriers.




  The Shaker Historical Museum is located at 16740 S. Park Blvd., Shaker Heights; (216) 921-1201, (800) 860-6078; shakerhistory.org. Open Wed through Fri, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sat and Sun, noon to 5 p.m. Admission: $5 donation.




  Pigs, ponies, and a gaggle of geese are likely to greet visitors to the Stearns Farm. The Parma Area Historical Society, mostly with a lot of volunteer labor, has saved a little chunk of rural Ohio and preserved the Stearns Farm in the midst of urban growth. The Stearns family built the farmhouse in 1855. When the Gibbs family bought the farm, they added a second house in 1919. A barn, which is tilting a little to the west, is home to an unlikely vehicle collection: a 1948 fire engine and a horse carriage once used by President William McKinley. The collection of farm animals delights visiting children, and volunteers sell feed so you can offer a treat to one of these four-legged inhabitants. There are also a variety of special events at the farm throughout the summer months, such as ice-cream socials and antiques markets.




  Check out the Stearns County Store, where you can buy gifts, homemade crafts, old-fashioned candy, ice cream, and beverages. Items from the past are displayed on store shelves, giving the store a museum feel.




  The Stearns Farm is at 6975 Ridge Rd., Parma; (440) 845-9770; stearnshomestead.com. Open Sat from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission and parking are free but donations are welcomed.




  The Western Reserve region of Ohio was “reserved” for settlers moving west from Connecticut after the American Revolution. One of those settlers, Jonathan Hale, relocated his family in 1810, establishing a farm in the rolling acreage of what is today northern Summit County. The Hale property remained in the family until the death of Miss Clara Belle Ritchie, great-granddaughter of Jonathan, in 1956. She willed the farm to the Western Reserve Historical Society, stipulating that it be opened to the public so that as many people as possible could “be informed about the history and culture of the Western Reserve.”




  The history and culture of the region are faithfully preserved at the working Hale Farm and Village. Guides in period clothing help transport the visitor back to 1848. You will meet Jacob and Hannah Meredith, who will tell you about their prosperous dairy farm and life at their household in the mid-1800s. You can also chat with the village founder and the town gossip to learn even more about the flavor of the place and the time. The color and scents of the mid-nineteenth century are reflected in the gardens and in the arts on display around the village. You can watch glassblowing, spinning, weaving, candle and basket making, and even try your hand at making bricks.




  Hale Farm and Village is in the 32,000-acre Cuyahoga Valley National Park at 2686 Oak Hill Rd., Bath; (330) 666-3711, (800) 589-9703; wrhs.org. Open June through Aug, Wed through Sun, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sept and Oct, Sat and Sun, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: adults $15; children (ages 3 to 12) $8.




  Cuyahoga Valley National Park follows the Cuyahoga River for 22 miles between Akron and Cleveland. The park offers numerous hiking, nature, and bicycle trails, scenic overlooks, and picnic areas.




  The Towpath Trail follows the historic route of the Ohio & Erie Canal, which was built between 1825 and 1832. This canal provided a transportation link between Cleveland, on Lake Erie, and Portsmouth, on the Ohio River, and opened Ohio to the eastern United States. Prior to the canal, Ohio was a sparsely populated wilderness, where travel was difficult and the shipping of crops was nearly impossible.




  Today hikers, joggers, and cyclists follow the same route once used by “canawlers.” Locks and related structures are still visible, as you travel through forests, fields, and wetlands brimming with wildlife.




  Information about all the recreational opportunities and programs at this vast park are available at the six visitor centers: Canal Exploration Center, Boston Store, Hunt House, Happy Days Visitor Center, Frazer House, and Peninsula Depot. Or you can call (216) 524-1497 or visit the website at nps.gov/cuva. For information on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, call (330) 439-5708 or go to cvsr.com.




  

    TOP ANNUAL EVENTS




  




  



  Medina Ice Festival




  Medina, Feb




  (330) 722-6186




  mainstreetmedina.com




   


  

  Burton Pancake Breakfast




  Burton, Mar




  (440) 834-4204




  pancaketown-usa.com




   


  

  Geauga County Maple Festival




  Chardon, Apr




  (440) 332-7055




  maplefestival.com




   


  

  Strawberry Festival and Craft Bazaar




  Jefferson, June




  (440) 576-0133




  jeffersonchamber.com




   


  

  Ohio Scottish Game Weekend




  Berea, June




  ohioscottishgames.com




   


  

  Lorain International Festival




  Lorain, June




  loraininternational.com




   


  

  Festival of the Fish




  Vermilion, June




  (440) 967-4477




  vermilionohio.com




   


  

  Shakespeare at Stan Hywet




  Akron, July/Aug




  (330) 836-5533




  stanhywet.org




   


  

  Civil War Weekend




  Bath, Aug




  (330) 666-3711, (800) 589-9703




  wrhs.org




   


  

  Twins Day Festival




  Twinsburg, Aug




  (330) 425-3652




  twinsdays.org




   


  

  North Ridgeville Corn Festival




  North Ridgeville, Aug




  (440) 218-9802




  nrcornfest.org




   


  

  Vintage Ohio Wine Festival




  Kirtland, Aug




  (440) 466-4417




  visitvintageohio.com




   


  

  Woollybear Festival




  Vermilion, Sept




  (440) 967-4477




  vermilionohio.com




   


  

  Mantua Potato Festival




  Mantua, Sept




  (330) 352-6099




  mantuapotatofestival.org




   


  

  Grape Jamboree




  Geneva, Sept




  (440) 466-5262




  grapejamboree.com




   


  

  Ashtabula County Covered Bridge Festival




  Jefferson, Oct




  (440) 576-3769




  coveredbridgefestival.org




  




  




  Winter sports in the park include sledding, ice-skating, and cross-country skiing. Two complete ski centers, Brandywine in Sagamore Hills and Boston Mills in nearby Peninsula (both at 800-875-4241), serve downhill skiers with complete ski shops, lifts, instruction, and equipment rentals.




  Nestled in 800 acres of rolling hills between Akron and Cleveland is one of America’s premier outdoor cultural and entertainment complexes, Blossom Music Center. The summer home for the renowned Cleveland Orchestra, Blossom also attracts audiences for performances that range from jazz to rock & roll.




  The nation’s top artists take the stage in the innovative pavilion, a fan-shaped open-air structure seating 5,281. Its enormous roof rises 94 feet above the stage level (it’s the largest shingled area in the country), creating a sound chamber requiring little or no electronic amplification for those seated in the pavilion.




  Four acres of lawn on the gentle hillside provide outdoor seating for an additional 13,500 patrons. A unique computerized sound system has a delay feature that transmits the sound from speakers at precisely the moment the sound from the stage reaches the lawn audience, creating near-perfect listening conditions.




  Artists perform almost every evening during the June-through-September season. A full-service restaurant is open on all concert nights. For information and a schedule of coming attractions April through September, you can phone the center at (330) 920-8040 or visit livenation.com.




  The Akron Art Museum originally was housed in an 1899 Italian Renaissance–style structure that once served as the Akron post office. In 2007 the museum opened its new, magnificent Coop Himmelb(l)au–designed building just south of the original. This ultramodern structure provides a compelling contrast with the original museum. The permanent collection boasts more than 3,000 works from the mid-1800s to the present. Much of the collection is dedicated to contemporary painting and photography. Works by photographers Robert Frank, Margaret Bourke-White, and Harry Callahan are featured, along with the contemporary art of Andy Warhol, Frank Stella, and Carrie Mae Weems. The Myers Sculpture Court is an outdoor venue for large-scale sculpture as well as concerts during the spring and summer months. The museum also hosts traveling exhibitions throughout the year.




  The Akron Art Museum is at One S. High St., Akron; (330) 376-9186; akron artmuseum.org. Open Wed, Fri, and Sat, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; open to 8 p.m. on Thurs. Admission: adults $12; seniors $10; students $8. Free admission on Thurs.




  Constructed at an estimated cost of $2 million, Frank A. and Gertrude Seiberling’s Stan Hywet Hall in Akron took four years to build and was completed in 1915. Frank Seiberling founded the Goodyear and Seiberling rubber companies, and this lavish 65-room mansion gives testimony to the personal wealth amassed by industrialists in that era.




  Considered to be one of the finest examples of American Tudor revival architecture, Stan Hywet is patterned after three Tudor estates in England, with elements of each incorporated in the design of the structure. As is typical of Tudor buildings, windows, doors, chimneys, and roof peaks are asymmetrical and appear randomly placed. The name Stan Hywet means “stone quarry” in Anglo-Saxon, a reference to the sandstone quarry once located on the original 3,000-acre estate.




  Molded plaster ceilings and hand-carved oak walls, both commonly used in English Tudor residences, can be found throughout the Seiberling home. The Seiberlings went to considerable trouble to make Stan Hywet as faithful as possible to the Tudor style; they concealed telephones behind wall coverings and installed 23 working fireplaces, even though the building is equipped with central heating. They also built a rope elevator for hauling firewood from the basement to the upper floors.




  Formal balls and other social functions were held in the large music room, which has three massive crystal chandeliers, 16 wall sconces, and a second-floor balcony for a small orchestra. The formal dining room seats 40, and an oil-on-canvas mural above the oak walls depicts Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Rare American chestnut, a type of wood that’s no longer available because of devastating blight, lines the walls of the billiard room.




  



   stanhywet/shakespeare




  




   

  The owners of the impressive Stan Hywet Hall were well known for their love of music and the performing arts. That love continues as the estate hosts Shakespeare at Stan Hywet each July.




  Outdoor performances are held in the early evenings on the grounds of the great hall. Generally the performances are held on two consecutive weekends in July. The grand mansion and grounds also are the setting for other special activities, including art shows and teas on the terrace featuring period music and entertainment. For information on Shakespeare and other special events at Stan Hywet, call (330) 836-5533.




  




  The Seiberlings removed the paneling and fireplace from a room in an English manor house scheduled for demolition and installed these materials in the second-floor master bedroom. Also in their bedroom is an original Tudor canopy bed, ca. 1575. Throughout the tour, guides point out many of the outstanding pieces in the Seiberlings’ priceless collection of antiques.




  Formal gardens, woodlands crisscrossed with paths and trails, and splendid shrubbery surround Stan Hywet Hall. Clear stream water pours over a stone waterfall in a cool pond in the tall trees just behind the Seiberling mansion.




  Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens is at 714 N. Portage Path, Akron; (330) 836-5533, (888) 836-5533; stanhywet.org. Open Apr through Dec, Tues through Sun, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission for guided manor house tour: adults $21; children (ages 3 to 17) $10; children (ages 2 and under) free. Admission closes at 4:30 p.m.




  From Stan Hywet Hall, take Portage Path south for a drive past many fine old Akron homes and estates. If you continue south to the intersection of Copley Road and South Portage Path, you will find two museums.




  The mansion of Colonel Simon Perkins was constructed adjacent to the historic Portage Path at Akron between the years 1835 and 1837. The home is an example of the Greek revival style, which had great influence on architecture during the early settlement of the Western Reserve. Built of native sandstone on the brow of a hill, the Perkins Stone Mansion, with its two-story portico, overlooks the city of Akron. Through the years, it has become recognized as one of the most imposing homes of northern Ohio.




  Colonel Perkins was born to General and Mrs. Simon Perkins at Warren, Ohio, in 1805. His father organized the Western Reserve Bank in 1813, and, in connection with Paul Williams, founded the village of Akron in 1825.




  Colonel Perkins, who served in the Ohio legislature and was an active promoter of the Cleveland, Zanesville & Cincinnati Railroad, purchased 115 acres of land on this site in 1832 for $1,300. Perkins and his wife, sister of the future governor of Ohio, David Tod, resided in Warren before moving to Akron in 1835. While the mansion was under construction, they lived in a small frame house, now known as the John Brown House.




  Surrounded by more than 10 acres of beautiful grounds, the mansion today contains some of its original furnishings, as well as items connected with the early history of Summit County. Situated on the grounds are the original carriage house, a combination summer kitchen and laundry built in 1890, the original well—dug through 40 feet of sandstone—and a visitor center, previously the Perkins’ woodshed.




  Across the street is the John Brown House, so named to commemorate the residency of that abolitionist leader from 1844 to 1854. At the time, Brown was associated with Colonel Simon Perkins in the sheep and wool business. The original frame structure, to which several additions have been made, is believed to have been built around 1830. Inside is an exhibit that explains the importance of the canal to the development of Akron, as well as a replica of a canal boat captain’s cabin.




  Both museums are operated by the Summit County Historical Society, 550 Copley Rd., Akron; (330) 535-1120; summithistory.org. Self-guided tours are available Wed through Sat, from 1 to 3:30 Apr through Dec. Admission (to both museums): adults $8, children (under 18) $2, and senior citizens $4. Guided tours are by appointment only.




 



   allfiredupinbarberton




  




   

  The unusually named Ohio Columbus Barber was a premier match maker, but he was not one involved in pairing couples for romance. No, Barber and his company, Diamond Match Company, made fire-starting matches, a quarter billion a day during the company’s heyday.




  Barber came from a family of match makers: His father made them, too, and peddled them. The younger Barber founded Diamond Match in 1880, and his success resulted in the creation of a new town, Barberton, which he conceived and promoted. He was known during his day as the “Match King.”




  




  Kay and Donna Vaughan have been farming in the Hartville area since the 1960s, and both quit their teaching jobs in the ’70s to farm full-time. By 2000 their children had joined the operation, they purchased a 140-year-old barn and refurbished it, and the Maize Valley Farm Market opened for business. In 2005 the next expansion created what is now known as the Maize Valley Market, Winery and Craft Brewery. The craft brewery was added in 2014.




  Today the Vaughan family farms 750 acres, including 200 acres of fruits and vegetables. Super-sweet corn and juicy tomatoes grow alongside cantaloupes, watermelons, peppers, green beans, squash, strawberries, raspberries, and blueberries.




  The winery produces a crisp, dry, fruity Riesling, and a medium-bodied Chambourcin, a spicy dry red with hints of black cherries and raspberries balanced by soft tannins and toasted oak. The Maize Valley cabernet sauvignon is aged in American oak barrels and features rich currant and black-cherry flavors. The winery has come up with some unusual names, such as Hanky Panky Pink, a slightly sweetened wine made from the Catawba grape with a citrus finish. Among other selections, try the red table wine known as Red Neck Red, the sparkling White Wedding, or one of the many fun fruit wines produced here. The Mad Cow with its light fruity white flavor is a nod to the family’s former farm where they owned about 130 cows. Money from selling the cows was used to start the current business. “The days of 4 a.m. milking are now long gone,” the family says. The wines are already winning regional awards.




  The Vaughans often stage special events at the winery, everything from a performance by an Elvis-tribute artist to hot-air balloons. The winery has live music every Saturday from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Fall harvest time means corn mazes and that the Pumpkin Cannon is locked and loaded—be sure not to park down range, or plan on a trip to the nearest carwash. Wagon rides around the property are popular with visitors, as is the petting pasture for younger guests.




  The Tasting Room Café is a great place for a quick bite or a relaxing lunch or dinner. Menu choices vary and are made fresh with local produce. Menus vary but the fresh baked pies are always popular.




  The Maize Valley Market, Winery and Craft Brewery is at 6193 Edison St. NE (OH 619), Hartville; (330) 877-8344; maizevalley.com. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sun, noon to 7 p.m.




   Heritage Hills




  




  Founded with an initial gift from Jerry Silverman and Shannon Rodgers, the Kent State University Museum opened its doors in 1985. Silverman and Rodgers, New York dress manufacturers, donated 4,000 costumes and accessories, almost 1,000 pieces of decorative art, and a 5,000-volume reference library. Today the collection consists of more than 20,000 pieces representing the major world cultures.




  Highlights of the collection include the black velvet evening cape, trimmed with a band of crystals, worn by Joan Crawford at Truman Capote’s Black and White Ball. Another favorite is the eighteenth-century English silk dress, in a style typical of the Spitalfields silk-weaving district in London. There’s a magnificent uniform of the Chinese Imperial Palace Guard worn at the end of the Manchu dynasty around 1900 and a fancy blue silk ball gown from the French couture house of Balenciaga, ca. 1958.




  A second gift to the museum was the Tarter/Miller collection of more than 200,000 pieces of collectible glass. A distinctive part of this collection is the Vaseline glass, so called because of its unusual yellow-green color. The recent acquisition of the Paige Palmer Collection of Ohio art pottery includes exquisite examples of Roseville, Weller, and Rookwood pieces.




  The Kent State University Museum is in Rockwell Hall on the corner of East Main and South Lincoln Streets on the Kent State University campus at 515 Hilltop Drive, Kent; (330) 672-3450; kent.edu/museum. Open Tues through Sat, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun, noon to 5 p.m. Admission: adults $6; seniors $5; students and children (ages 5 to 18) $4; children younger than 5 free. Free admission on Sundays.




  The history of the Mahoning Valley is the history of the iron and steel industries. Deposits of black coal suitable for blast furnaces were discovered near Youngstown in 1845, and by the 1850s the Valley was one of the nation’s centers of iron production. As technology advanced, the Valley switched to steel production; the Ohio Steel Company, the area’s first steel company, was organized in 1892.




  Steel mill jobs attracted immigrants from eastern and southern Europe, as well as African Americans from the South. Working conditions for these laborers were appalling—typically 12-hour days, six or even seven days a week, in an environment of heavy machinery, poisonous gases, and open vats of molten steel. These conditions eventually led to the formation of the United Steelworkers of America in 1936.




  Youngstown’s steel production and employment soared during the middle of the twentieth century, peaking in 1973. But just four years later, “Black Monday” hit the area on September 19, 1977, with the closing of Youngstown’s Sheet and Tube’s Campbell Works. Global changes in the steel market, labor-management disputes, and a depletion of high-grade ores all contributed to the death of the Valley’s steel industry.




  The ups and downs of this pivotal industry are presented at the Youngstown Historical Center of Industry and Labor. The museum’s permanent exhibit, By the Sweat of Their Brow: Forging the Steel Valley, uses videos, artifacts, photographs, and reconstructed scenes to tell the story of steel in the valley.




  The Youngstown Historical Center of Industry and Labor is at 151 W. Wood St., Youngstown; (330) 941-1314, (800) 262-6137; youngstownohiosteelmuseum.org. Open Wed through Fri, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sat, noon to 4 p.m. Admission: adults $7; children (ages 6 to 12) $3.50; free for children 5 and under.




  In a city best known for steel and other heavy industry, Youngstown’s Butler Institute of American Art houses an outstanding permanent collection of more than 10,000 works. From the earliest Limner painters of the colonial period through contemporary masters, the Butler Institute features representative works by Benjamin West, John Singleton Copley, Winslow Homer, Thomas Eakins, Martin Johnson Heade, and Mary Cassatt.




  Specialty collections include western art by the likes of Albert Bierstadt, Frederic Remington, and Victor Higgins, and an expansive group of marine paintings featuring the works of Fitz Hugh Lane, Edward Moran, William Bradford, and Alfred Bricher. The Lester F. Donnell Gallery of American Sports Art features paintings, sculpture, drawings, and prints of all things sporting, including works by George Bellows, John Steuart Curry, Red Grooms, Robert Riggs, and Roy Lichtenstein.




  Founded in 1919 by industrialist Joseph G. Butler Jr., the Butler Institute is housed in a classic building, the first structure built in the United States specifically to house a collection of American art. Additions to this historic edifice in the 1930s and 1960s preceded the impressive West Wing addition in 1987 and the Beecher Center for Art and Technology in 2000. These postmodern structures, awash in marble and partially lit by soaring skylights, brings to 20 the number of galleries at the Butler Institute.




  The Butler Institute of American Art is at 524 Wick Ave., Youngstown; (330) 743-1107; butlerart.com. Open Tues through Sat, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun, noon to 4 p.m. No admission charge.




  Just down the road from the Butler Institute is another Youngstown treasure: the early twentieth-century mansion of Wilford and Olive Arms, Greystone, now the Arms Family Museum of Local History. The three main rooms on the first floor of this elegant mansion preserve the Arms’ way of life; their family portraits, furniture, china, glassware, silver, linens, Oriental rugs, and objets d’art are still in place.




  On the lower level, a large exhibition room depicts pioneer life in the region, with a collection of farm and household tools, implements and utensils, antique toys, and Native American relics. Second-floor exhibits explore the more recent history of the Mahoning Valley through photographs, costumes, and artifacts.




  Period gowns adorn mannequins throughout the museum, and the table setting in the dining room changes periodically to rotate the display of china, crystal, and silver. Special exhibits here include toys and dolls, costumes and accessories, political memorabilia, and works of art.




  The Arms Family Museum of Local History is at 648 Wick Ave., Youngstown; (330) 743-2589; mahoninghistory.org/arms-family-museum. Open Tues through Sun, noon to 4 p.m. Admission: adults $7; senior citizens $6; children (3 to 18) $5.




  One of Ohio’s greatest regional parks offers visitors more than 4,400 acres of streams, lakes, gardens, woods, meadows, and wildlife. It’s Mahoning County’s Mill Creek MetroParks, and it features 21 miles of roads and 15 miles of foot trails through truly spectacular scenery. Hiking, picnicking, and boating are popular pastimes on Lake Newport and Lake Glacier.




  The central feature of the park is picturesque Mill Creek. Many pioneer industries developed along the creek, and relics still remain to be discovered by visitors. Lanterman’s Mill operates today as it did in the early 1800s, grinding corn, wheat, and buckwheat via power driven by a 14-foot oak waterwheel. The mill had ceased operation in 1888, only to reopen a century later. A covered bridge stands just south of the mill and is one of the scenic highlights of the park.




  Downstream from the mill is the start of the Gorge Trail. Mill Creek borders one side of this 2-mile trail; a massive wall of sandstone forms the other boundary. The trail takes hikers past a stunning waterfall.




  More than 40,000 flowering bulbs announce the arrival of spring each year at the Fellows Riverside Garden. As summer arrives, a spectacle of colorful annuals takes over. The wooded setting of the shade garden is a showcase for ornamental plants that thrive in low light. Other park highlights include a golf course, tennis courts, miniature golf, an ice-skating rink, ball fields, and basketball courts.




  Mill Creek Park is at 810 Glenwood Ave., Youngstown; (330) 702-3000; millcreekmetroparks.org. Open during daylight hours.




  The Packard automobile may be a thing of America’s past, but its history is preserved at the National Packard Museum. The museum is located in the community of Warren, and its mission is to document and tell the story of the Packard family, the Packard Electric Company, the Packard Motor Car Company, and the innovations they created. The museum has several wonderfully restored Packards, and plenty of displays and Packard memorabilia, as well as changing exhibits. Bring your camera. Photography is not only allowed, it’s encouraged.




  The National Packard Museum is at 1899 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren; (330) 394-1899; packardmuseum.org. Open Tues through Sat, noon to 5 p.m.; Sun, 1 to 5 p.m. Admission: adults $10; senior citizens $8; children (ages 7 to 12) $5.




  Jacob Welsh and his daughter traveled from Boston, Massachusetts, in 1811 to the Western Reserve area of northeast Ohio. Mr. Welsh donated 50 acres of his land on which to build a church, parsonage, and cemetery. In addition, he agreed to provide the nails and glass for the church if his neighbors would call the area Welshfield, in honor of his family.




  Built in the 1840s by Alden J. Nash and originally called the Nash Hotel, the Welshfield Inn served as an Underground Railway station for slaves escaping from the South to Canada. Stagecoaches traveling between Cleveland and Pittsburgh also frequently stopped here for food and overnight accommodations.




  In 2007 the inn was purchased by the proprietors of the Gamekeepers Taverne in Chagrin Falls, Bass Lake Taverne and Inn in Chardon, and the Allegheny Grille in Foxburg, Pennsylvania. After extensive renovation and restoration, the Welshfield Inn was purchased by the Driftwood Restaurant Group and reopened in November 2007.




  Although lodging is no longer offered here, the tradition of serving delicious cooking has been maintained by the new owners. The menu at the Welshfield Inn features such popular options as seared sea scallops with three cheese and chive risotto; cedar planked salmon with sweet corn salsa and maple brussels sprouts; crispy pork loin schnitzel with asparagus and hand-mashed potatoes with lemon hollandaise; and panko chicken parmesan with roasted San Marzano sauce, fresh basil, spaghetti, asiago, parmesan and Romano cheese. On Fridays, the inn offers the popular beer-battered fish fry with all-you-can-eat cod, fries, and coleslaw for $14.99. Specialty side dishes include Maine lobster macaroni and cheese and Maine lobster risotto. The Inn also offers cocktails, beer, and wine.




  The large dining room with a fireplace contains an eclectic mix of bentwood chairs and wooden tables; browns, greens, and other earth tones predominate, and fresh flowers dress up each table. One of the smaller dining rooms, called Peddlers Parlor, has Early American decor with antiques, Quaker lace tablecloths, and seasonal flowers. On the front porch, lawn furniture creates a friendly, informal atmosphere under the tall columns. Also under the porch roof is a huge wooden sled named Snowbird capable of carrying 20 to 30 people.




  The Welshfield Inn is on OH 422, 14001 Main Market Rd., Burton; (440) 834-0190; thedriftwoodgroup.com. Open Tues through Thurs, 11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri and Sat, 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sun, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.




  Approximately 16,000 Amish live in Geauga County, making it one of the largest Amish communities in the country. Wearing the traditional dark, solid-colored clothing and rejecting modern conveniences such as electricity and automobiles, the “plain people” strive for a simple farming life. Merchants in Middlefield, Ohio, provide hitching posts for their Amish customers.




  The Schaden family has a most unique and charming business. They are the owners of the End of the Commons General Store in picturesque Mesopotamia.




  Ken Schaden, once a frequent customer, gave up a corporate position with extensive international travel requirements to purchase the store in 1982 and spend more time with his wife, Margaret, and their 11 children. The Schadens sell more than 800 products in bulk to area Amish families, most arriving at the store in horse-drawn buggies. As its name indicates, the store sits at the end of a parklike commons, surrounded by 30 historic homes, the oldest of which was built in 1816.




  When they purchased the store and began to clean out the old storage areas, they found hundreds of items related to the store’s and the town’s history. Today visitors find on display old clothes, shoes, a barber chair, a post office, a player piano, and many things of bygone days. Penny candy still lines shelves by the checkout counter (yes, it is still just a penny), where slots and boxes of the old post office remain. In summer, hand-dipped ice cream is dispensed from a window where stamps once were sold. Amish families who host church services in their homes buy pounds and pounds of bologna and cheese here and also bake lots of bread and goodies with the unusual flours they find here in suitable quantities. The Commons Cafe serves lunch and dinner daily.




  In 2010, an additional 5,000 square feet was built to bring together the Schaden’s 1940-era gas station and hardware store.




  The End of the Commons General Store is at 8719 OH 534, Mesopotamia; (440) 693-4295; endofthecommons.com. Open Mon through Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Sat, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.




  Mid-February through mid-April is a special time in Geauga County—maple syrup season. Those first February thaws start the sap flowing, and farmers throughout the county use special taps and buckets to drain the sap from their sugar maple trees. Once collected it is boiled and evaporated, with 30 to 60 gallons of sap needed to make one gallon of maple syrup. Smoke rising from area sugarhouses means syrup production is underway.




  The Burton Sugar Camp is the only municipally owned sugar camp in the country. In a 10-acre park in the center of Burton at 14590 E. Park St., sap from the park’s 1,500 sugar maples is boiled into syrup in a rustic log cabin. The cabin is open daily from late Feb through Apr, and maple syrup products are sold on weekends from May through the middle of Dec. Call (440) 834-4204.




  At the south end of Burton’s town square is Century Village—18 restored buildings that provide a glimpse of the Western Reserve in the 1800s. The Blacksmith Shop, built in 1822, has an impressive complement of smithy tools and equipment. For a look at upper-middle-class life in the region, the Boughton House is furnished with pieces typical of the 1840s. The B&O Railroad built the Aultman station after the Civil War, and next to it sits a 20-ton B&O caboose. Guides from the Geauga County Historical Society conduct one-and-a-half-hour tours of the village.




  Century Village is on the town square in Burton at 14653 E. Park St.; (440) 834-1492; centuryvillagemuseum.org. Open May through Oct, Sat with free guided tours at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. Generous donors have provided funds for free guided tours.




  The annual Geauga County Maple Festival, held on the last full weekend in April, takes place in Chardon, 10 miles north of Burton. Parades, maple syrup contests, a quilt and afghan show, competitions in pancake flipping and eating, wood chopping, rooster crowing, and beard shaving with an ax are just some of the activities at this yearly celebration. For more information, check the website at maplefestival.com.




  Many of the Amish operate dairy farms, and they bring their milk to the Rothenbuhler Cheesemakers to be manufactured into Swiss cheese. The cheese plant, founded as a cooperative in 1956 by twenty-five area farmers, is one of the largest producers of quality Swiss in the U.S., with an output of more than 20 million pounds annually.




  Visitors are invited to view a film which carefully describes each step in the cheese-making process. A tour of the cheese house museum features Old World carvings from Switzerland, antique cheese-making equipment, Amish artifacts, and historical photos. Be sure to stop in the Cheese Chalet Shop, where fresh sausages, homemade breads and pastries, Geauga County maple syrup, plus a wide selection of fine cheeses are available for purchase. A light lunch of soup, sandwiches, muffins, pie, and ice cream is served.




  Rothenbuhler Cheesemakers is on OH 608 at 15815 Nauvoo Rd., Middlefield; (440) 632-5228, (800) 327-9477; rothenbuhlercheesemakers.com. Open Mon through Sat, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. No admission charge.




  The king of maple products in Geauga County has to be Paul Richards, of Richards Maple Products—his family has been in the business since 1910.




  Paul purchases tens of thousands of gallons of syrup annually from area farmers, syrup that he transforms into pure maple spread (similar to honey butter), maple sugar, maple cream (a fudgelike concoction available with or without black walnuts), maple candy, and of course, three grades of maple syrup. All of these are produced without the use of preservatives.




  Richards Maple Products also sells a wide selection of gift boxes containing endless combinations of their various products. Catalogs of gift box selections are available by mail.




  Richards Maple Products is at 545 Water St. (US 6, west of the central business district), Chardon; (440) 286-4160; richardsmapleproducts.com. Open Mon through Fri, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The company also has a second location at 7955 Euclid Chardon Rd., Kirtland, (216) 331-8503.




  You can return home from your visit to Fowler’s Milling Company with a taste of the 1800s. The mill was established in 1834 by Milo and Hiram Fowler and has been operating for almost all the years since. Currently the millstones grind corn and wheat. You can purchase their stone-ground flours in traditional cloth bags and do some scratch baking. The mill also offers a variety of baking mixes, pastas, and gift items.




  Fowler’s Mill is at 12500 Fowlers Mill Rd., Chardon; (440) 286-2024; fowlers-mill.com. Open Mon through Fri, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. From Thanksgiving through Christmas also open Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun noon to 4 p.m.




  From late November to the middle of March, skiers hit the powder at the Alpine Valley Ski Area. This complete ski resort has six slopes and a backwoods trail, high-powered lighting towers for night skiing, and a 10,000-square-foot rental shop with 1,400 pairs of skis. Their Professional Ski Instructors of America (PSIA) ski school offers both private and group lessons. After a strenuous day on the slopes, a blazing fire in the lodge’s fireplace lures skiers there to unwind. The lodge offers a great view of the slopes, as well as a full-service cafeteria, a pizza shop, and a pub called Chaser’s.




  The Alpine Valley Ski Area is on US 322, 4 miles east of Chesterland at 10620 Mayfield Rd.; (440) 285-2211, (440) 729-9775 (ski reports); alpinevalley ohio.com.




   Eastern Lakefront




  




  The Holden Arboretum, one of the world’s largest arboreta, encompasses 3,600 acres of wooded trails, ponds full of ducks and geese, fields, and deep ravines. Dedicated to increasing knowledge of the plant world, Holden has five primary nature trails, which take visitors past the maple collection, renowned for its beauty when the leaves change color in the fall; the conifer collection of pines, firs, spruces, and junipers; and the wildflower garden, where a showcase of Ohio’s flora can be enjoyed.




  The lilac and rhododendron gardens and crabapple and shrub collections are other examples of the many and varied exhibits in this vast nature preserve. Nature walks and frequent lectures are offered at the arboretum, as are memberships. Membership entitles you to free admission to the grounds, cross-country skiing privileges, and discounts on courses, lectures, and gift shop purchases. Bird-watching and wildflower walks are popular at Holden, and the arboretum has summertime nature discovery sessions as well as special programs for children on subjects such as animal communication.




  The Holden Arboretum is at 9500 Sperry Rd., Kirtland; (440) 946-4400; holdenfg.org. Open Tues through Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: adults $20; children (ages 3 to 12) $14.




  Picture, if you will, a giant tomato plant with vines as thick as your waist, fruit 6 feet across, and leaves up to 12 feet long. The stuff of science fiction? No, science, not science fiction. These are features of the creative Great Tomato Works at Lake Metroparks Farmpark. The Farmpark is an outdoor museum where city folks can learn about and learn to appreciate agriculture—the source of our food supply. The number of farmers among us has declined from more than 90 percent in 1800 to less than 3 percent today. Relatively few Americans have ever met a farmer, let alone understand what he or she does.




  Try your hand milking a cow, or just enjoy the 235 acres of fields and forests. Two miles of easy walking roads cross the property, and wagon rides are also offered. You’ll discover more than 50 breeds of livestock including cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, and poultry, plus orchards, gardens, and vineyards. You’ll leave knowing the difference between strip cropping and contour plowing, and perhaps having seen the planting, cultivating, or harvesting of fields of hay, oats, rye, wheat, corn, and barley.




  Lake Metroparks Farmpark is at 8800 Euclid Chardon Rd. (US 6), Kirtland; (440) 256-2122, (800) 366-3276; lakemetroparks.com/parks-trails/farmpark. Open Tues through Sun, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission: adults (ages 12 and up) $8; senior citizens $7; children (age 2 to 11) $6.




  After a day exploring the Lake Metroparks Farmpark or the Holden Arboretum, you might want to relax with a night’s stay at Rider’s Inn. Rider’s Inn has offered hospitality to Ohio visitors since 1812, when Joseph Rider opened it as a stagecoach stop for those heading to the Western Reserve and beyond. The inn provided a different kind of hospitality prior to the Civil War, as it served as a stop on the Underground Railroad, offering safe haven to fleeing slaves. The inn also was briefly a hot springs spa and was reputed to offer yet another kind of hospitality to thirsty drinkers during Prohibition.




  The new owners purchased the inn in 1988 and refurbished the eleven guest rooms. Some of the guest rooms have private baths, but others share facilities so if you have a preference, be sure and ask when you are making reservations. The Innkeeper’s Suite and Suzanne’s Suite (named after Joseph Rider’s third wife) have some of the Riders’ original furnishings. Guests have a gathering room to enjoy and are served a continental breakfast in bed.




  Along with the accommodations, the inn also houses Mistress Suzanne’s Dining Room, featuring fish and game recipes from the colonial period as well as more traditional dishes. You also can enjoy a game of darts in the English-style pub or just sit and sip your favorite beverage by the old stone fireplace. The pub has live music every Tues, Fri, and Sat. The innkeepers enjoy outdoor activities, including boating and sailing, and are happy to introduce their guests to the many sporting and cultural activities in the area.




  Rider’s Inn is located at 792 Mentor Ave., Painesville; (440) 354-8200; riders inn.com. Rates: $110 to $125 per night. The restaurant is open for lunch and dinner Tues, Wed, and Thurs, noon to 10:30 p.m.; Fri and Sat noon to 11 p.m.




  The Debevcs have made wine for family and friends for three generations, but it wasn’t until 1970 that Tony Sr. and Tony Jr. decided to convert some of their farm acreage into a commercial vineyard. Debonne Vineyards produced its first bottle for sale in 1972, and near-constant expansion has taken place ever since. Winemaker Tony Jr. oversees production from 100 acres of vineyard.




  Guests at Debonne sample the more than 40 varieties of Debevc wine—14 white wines, 12 reds, 4 blush wines, 10 fruit and specialty wines, and three ice wines—in a Swiss-style A-frame chalet with a large fireplace, burgundy tablecloths, and weathered barn-board siding on the inside walls. Visitors may also sit under the covered patio during warm weather, and snacks such as cheese and sausage and homemade bread are served. Regional bands perform on Wed and Fri evenings and Sat afternoons.




  Tours of the winery take place hourly, or as needed, with members of the Debevc family explaining the various steps in winemaking, from grape crushing and filtering to aging and bottling. Debonne holds 100,000 gallons of wine in various stages of fermentation in the cellar and bottled for sale. Debonne is also the first Ohio winery to open a micro-brewery, Double Wing Brewing Co., with its distinctive double wing airplane on the label.




  Debonne Vineyards is off OH 528 and Griswold Road at 7840 Doty Rd., Madison; (440) 466-3485, (800) 424-WINE; debonne.com. Open Mon and Tues, noon to 6 p.m.; Wed noon to 8 p.m.; Thurs noon to 9 p.m.; Fri and Sat, noon to 10 p.m.; Sun noon to 8 p.m. Shorter hours in Dec and Jan.




  Acres of vineyards can be seen throughout eastern Lake County, and five minutes from Debonne is another winery invested in by the Debevc family and two other area families, Grand River Cellars. After driving past the rows of grapevines, you reach a modern building at the edge of a cool forest. Its Riesling, Chardonnay, Cabernet franc, and pinot grigio all benefit from the care taken in the vineyard to produce a quality Ohio wine. A second label was created, Stonewood Vineyards, to represent the sweeter side of wine tasting. Stonewood labels market to the palates of those who enjoy sweeter blends as well as distinct Concord wine found in the Wine Hound Red and Niagara wine found in the White Fox. The winery also offers a large range of appetizers, grilled sandwiches, and a diverse dinner menu.




  Grand River Cellars is at 5750 S. Madison Rd. (OH 528), Madison; (440) 298-9838; grandrivercellars.com. Open Mon and Tues noon to 6 p.m.; Wed noon to 8 p.m., Thur noon to 9 p.m., Fri and Sat noon to 10 p.m., and Sun noon to 8 p.m. Kitchen and bar close 30 minutes before closing.
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