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DEDICATION
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Crafts by the Sea is dedicated to all of the crafters and DIYers out there!

Never let your imagination run dry, for inspiration is all around you. This book is designed to give you inspiration and basic know-how, but from here, open your mind and let your creativity shine.

“Creating is inventing, experimenting, growing, taking risks, breaking rules, making mistakes, and having fun!” —Mary Lou Cook





A QUICK NOTE BEFORE GETTING STARTED …
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Welcome to Crafts by the Sea! This book includes a diverse collection of coastal DIY crafts that can be completed by adults with different levels of experience. The projects that you will see and read about throughout the duration of the book can all be easily altered so you can put your own unique spin on them. Please use this book as a guide to create the projects listed, but don’t feel nervous to try different things based on your personal desires for the finished project.

I hope that you enjoy reading and viewing the projects I created. Crafts by the Sea is an honest representation of all projects. Each project includes any tips and tricks I think will help you along the way, as well as examples of failures that may have occurred throughout the process that you may also encounter as you work. I encourage you to read the projects section completely before starting any of these crafts.

Let’s jump ahead quickly before we even really get started! You’ve gathered your coastal materials as recommended on the pages throughout this book, and now you’re ready to start creating your pieces. However, you’ll need a few common materials and crafting supplies before you get to work. Be mindful that for any projects including paint, resin, or wood stain that you should always lay down plastic or newspaper before starting. Supplies are listed for each project individually, but I wanted to go into two specific pieces of equipment with you first.

HAND-HELD ROTARY DRILL

I currently have a Dremel 3000. This is a variable-speed, hand rotary tool that allows me to cut, drill, engrave, polish, sand, and so much more. Be sure to purchase diamond-tipped drill bits. Most commonly, I use a 1-2.1 mm for drilling holes in sea glass or shells.

Drilling through sea glass is tricky and may not happen perfectly the first time through, so play with it a little. Try drilling holes into pieces of shells or non-preferred glass pieces. Make sure to use a diamond-tipped drill bit in the desired size and complete a wet-drill. I typically drill against wood block that is submerged in a small basin of water. When drilling, the water level is right below my wood-drilling platform. I can pause to dip the material into the water or add droplets of water during the drilling process.

At the start of drilling, be sure to just barely touch the surface and not press down too hard. If you press too much on the drill, the diamond bit won’t be able to do the work and you will simply burn through your bits. So, go slow and let the diamond-tipped drill bit do the work.

To prevent cracking or breaking, be sure to flip the glass over halfway through drilling and drill the same hole from the other side. This helps to alleviate pressure near the end of the drilling. I’ve lost several pieces from putting too much pressure on the glass when drilling or from cutting too close to the edge.

Another thing that I love to do with my Dremel is to use the sanding attachments to shape edges on sea glass. This can smooth out any edge or help shape a piece to fit your ideal design.

WOOD STAIN

To apply wood stain, you can use a small sponge, paintbrush, or old, cotton T-shirt. Don’t forget that this will most definitely ruin whatever you use! My preference is the T-shirt because it’s soft and has the perfect absorbency to spread the stain around. Make sure that the T-shirt is clean! I keep a pile of them in my garage for projects like these, and once made the mistake of grabbing one that had some fine dirt and dog hair on it, not noticing until after I started to stain the project. All the dirt and hair stuck into the stain and was a pain to clean up! When applying the wood stain, make sure to follow the direction of the wood grain and to spread the stain evenly.
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SIMPLE ODDS-N-ENDS

[image: ]

Magnets

Coastal Storage

Coastal Napkin Holders

Bottle Stopper Decor
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Magnets
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When searching for yet another magnet for the refrigerator, I realized how easily I could make my own. Coastal magnets seem simple, but they can really bring the tranquility of the ocean to the home, office, or anywhere else desired.

MATERIALS:

Magnetic circles or strips (cut to desired size)

Any variety of coastal shells, glass, or brick desired

Quick Grip contact cement

THE HOW-TO…

For this, I chose to use the magnetic circles instead of strips since I knew I had smaller seashells and glass items that I wanted to use. Magnetic circles or strips are easy to find in all local craft stores.

The circular ones that I purchased had a foam sticker that attached to the item, but I used my Quick Grip contact cement as well. The foam sticker is flat and most items I was attaching, such as shells or even sea brick, had a rounded or irregular surface. So the contact cement was a better bet because it allowed me to get into the opening or round bottoms of the shells.

The sea brick, with its fascinating round edges and red brick color, was my first. Then, I created a stack of sea glass on another. The stacking effect really shows the colors in the sea glass but also provides more to grip when grabbing it from a magnetic surface. Finally, I made two others, one with a classic small, white shell and the other with a more exotic, spiraled seashell. Now, I have a decorated refrigerator that brings something extra to the coastal decor.

TIPS & TRICKS

Let any creations rest an hour, especially if using an additional adhesive such as contact cement; this will ensure the adhesive has time to dry and harden.
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Coastal Storage
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The inspiration for this came from finding small wooden containers with lids at the Goodwill store. The calming ocean color palette, with simple word reminders, and a treasure to open it with, could be a small accessory for any room. At your desk, it could hold stationery supplies or in the bathroom the containers could hold earrings, rings, and a treasured watch.

MATERIALS:

Small, wooden, round storage containers

Paint: Dark Blue/Teal and Light Sea Blue

Paintbrushes

Beach, Sand, Surf Printed Words, font size 30

Pen

Painters paint marker

Quick Grip contact cement

3 large and unique shells of choice

THE HOW-TO…

When choosing your paint colors, consider blue and/or green colors that are calming and work together. I chose to make the outside of the container Tuscan Teal, an Apple Barrel acrylic paint, and the inside was Mystic Sea, a Valspar sample of paint.
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Paint the inside and outside of the containers the color of your choice, and don’t forget the lids! Once done painting, go over the edges to make the finished paint product look complete and not sloppy.

While the paint is drying, print a sheet of paper with the words Beach, Sand, and Surf; I recommend using Bree Serif font, size 30, depending on the size of your containers. This font has thick and simple letters, which makes it easier to transfer the font style onto the wood. Cut out the words once completed, place one word on one wooden container at a time. Then, use the pen to trace the outer edge of each letter. Once you’re finished tracing, use a Painters ultrafine paint marker to easily color in the letters on the wood. I used silver, simply because that was the color I had, but it paired nicely with the Tuscan Teal paint and made the words stand out beautifully.

The paint markers dry quickly, so you can easily move right onto finishing the project by topping it off with a unique shell. For my toppers, I chose a sea snail shell, a small conch shell, and an Atlantic Natica shell (which is just another type of sea snail). Place the shell on the top of each lid and glue the bottom.

Let the project set overnight to ensure that the contact cement is completely dry. Then you just need to hide goodies within them. I’m planning on keeping them on my desk at work; hoarding paper clips, binder clips, and Post-Its for when they are needed the most.

TIPS & TRICKS

When tracing the letter with pen, the pen should imprint into the wood. Therefore, press into the wood while tracing, but do not tear the paper. I often go over each letter a couple of times to ensure a good outline imprint.

When applying the Quick Grip contact cement, apply slowly and let dry for a few seconds before placing it on the lid. Hold down for another 15 seconds before releasing. The glue dries quickly and this will help the glue to adhere well before releasing and risking the shell rolling or sliding to the side.

TRIED & TRUE FAILURES

Letter stenciling and painting takes a while to get used to. When completing small lettering, my hand isn’t the steadiest for painting in the lines. Therefore, I have come to love the Painters paint markers. They come in different tips; the ultra-fine tip makes it easy to draw in the letters steady, leaving a crisp and clean edge.

When completing the coastal storage containers, I attempted to imprint the script and paint it onto the containers. I messed up the letters and it ended up looking sloppy. Then, I tried to go over the script using the paint marker. This messed up the script further. So, I tried again, painting over the script completely in the Tuscan Teal paint and creating a blank canvas on which to start again. Once the paint was dry, I imprinted the script again and this time I solely used the paint marker with the ultra-fine tip. This time it worked perfectly! Try, try again.
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