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Hey, Reader!

Thanks for checking out my story. Though I gotta warn you, I can’t ever let you know my real name or what I look like. This may seem weird, but trust me, it’s very important that I stay a secret.

[image: A sketch of a smiling face with its tongue sticking out, accompanied by a star-like shape above it.]

Why? To protect myself! Seriously, these stories are super embarrassing!

Plus, you might even know me already! I could be in your class, or in the cactus gardening club, in the underwater soccer club, or stuck on the playground monkey bars during recess… anywhere!

For all you know I could be sitting next to you right now!

So I went ahead and scratched out my name and put a sticker on my face, so you don’t have to. You’re welcome.

Now, we can both enjoy reading all about my awkward life… if you’re into that kind of thing.

Peace out! [image: An arrow pointing to a peace symbol.]

[Redacted]
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1 EXTRA EXTRA CREDIT


Ah, video games. We have a not-so-great history together. Don’t get me wrong, I love video games.

Where else can you race a car upside down? Or save kittens from a spooky castle? Or find a buried treasure of lost kittens inside a spooky castle while driving upside down?

So yeah, I play video games.

I’m just not the best at them. It’s more like I find new and exciting ways to lose.

There was the time I fell into a pit before the game even started and the screen froze for three hours.

[image: Hands holding a video game controller, with a screen showing a stick figure character in a cave-like environment.]

[image: [REDACTED]'s Mom intensely playing a video game with cheat codes scattered around, while [REDACTED] looks shocked in the background.]

Or the time my mom learned cheat codes and kept destroying me over and over and over again. Yep, I can’t even win against my mom!

Another time I was playing a game on Mom’s phone and I thought I was winning, but I was actually ordering twenty pizzas and a robot octopus (or Robo-Octo) from an online store.

We kept the pizzas, but Robo-Octo ran away. Hmm, I wonder where he went?

[image: [REDACTED] eating pizza in a kitchen with a stack of pizza boxes, and a Robo Octo peeking from a doorway.]

So why am I telling you this? Because you need to understand why I can’t help my friend, Regina du Lar, with her extra-credit project for class.

I am NOT a gamer.

There we were, in the back of Regina’s family limo.

“You gotta help me! Puhhhleeease!!!” Regina said. “It’s just a game!”

[image: Regina and [REDACTED] sitting in the backseat of a limo with their backpacks, wearing seatbelts. Regina is smiling and pleading for [REDACTED]'s help.]

“You know me and games,” I reminded her. “I’m the worst kid possible for this.”

“No! That’s why you are PERFECT!” said Regina. “My game is for people who are really bad at video games. And you are really, really bad.”

Hmm, I wasn’t sure how to feel about that.

[image: [REDACTED] looks to the side with a worried face.]

“Thanks, I think,” I said.

Regina smiled and asked, “So, you’ll do it? Can I count on you?”

Sometimes in life you get stuck between two problems. I didn’t want to embarrass myself yet again. But I also didn’t want to let my friend down.

What else could I say but, “Hey, you can always count on me to be the worst.”

[image: Regina, gesturing with her hand.]
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