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Our purpose at Howard Publishing is to:


• Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians


• Inspire holiness in the lives of believers


• Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere


Because He’s coming again!




Prayers and Promises for Women © 2004 by Philis Boultinghouse


All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America


Published by Howard Publishing Co., Inc.
3117 North 7th Street, West Monroe, LA 71291-2227
www.howardpublishing.com
www.SimonandSchuster.com


04  05  06  07  08  09  10  11  12  13  10   9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2


Edited by Between the Lines


Cover design by LinDee Loveland & Stephanie D. Walker


Interior design by Stephanie D. Walker


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Boultinghouse, Philis, 1951-


Prayers and promises for women / Philis Boultinghouse.


p. cm.


ISBN: 1-58229-366-X


eISBN-13: 978-1-4391-2459-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-5822-9366-0


1. Christian women—Prayer-books and devotions—English. I. Title.


BV283.W6B68 2004


242′.8431—dc22


2004042538


No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without the prior written permission of the publisher except in the case of brief quotations within critical articles and reviews.


Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.




PSALM 141:2


May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.
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a word to the reader



A Word to the Reader


Sometimes it feels as if the world demands that women be superheroes. When someone needs a hand, an answer, comfort, love, a meal, a smile, a lift, or a pat on the back, women feel the pressure to do, be, and know it all.


But what happens when the one who calm others’ fears is afraid? What if the person with the answers has none? Just suppose the one others count on to keep things going feels tired, discouraged, or overwhelmed? Wise women know that although the demands may sometimes be too great, there’s always someone they can turn to in prayer.


This unique book is filled with prayers from a woman like yourself and promises from the very best friend of all—your heavenly Father. You’ll quickly identify with the prayers because they convey the needs, emotions, feelings, and struggles life presents to women on a regular basis. In the heavenly promises, you’ll read personalized, paraphrased scriptures and experience the assuring presence and loving warmth only God’s Word can give.


The encouragement that fills these heavenly promises will remain with you, inspire you, and fill you with hope. Let this little book bring you closer to heaven and offer words of encouragement that will impact your todays, tomorrows, and the rest of your life.





1: i want to be closer to you



A Woman’s Prayer


Dear God,


It’s me—Your faraway child. A distance has been growing between us, and I’m not sure how to bridge the gap. I’m feeling disconnected from You, and I want to feel the strength and comfort of Your presence. I know in my head that You’re out there and that You love me—I can almost see Your open arms extended to me. But my heart can’t quite make the connection.


What makes it even worse is that I can’t figure out what has created this distance between us. Maybe it’s because I haven’t spent much time with You lately; I’ve been preoccupied with work and my family … and with myself. Maybe it’s because I’ve been working so hard at getting ahead in this world that I haven’t set my sights on Your world. Maybe there’s some sin in my heart that I haven’t quite named.


Whatever it is, Lord, I want to find a way across this canyon between us. I want to know that I’m in Your presence and You’re in mine.


Lord, clear a pathway before me that leads straight to You. I want to be with You, but I need Your help to find my way.


Your Faraway Child


A Heavenly Promise


Dearest Child,


It’s good to hear from you. It’s been quite a while since we’ve talked. But I’ve been here all along, and I’ve been waiting for you. When you call on Me, I will always listen. Of this you can be sure.


It pleases Me that you desire My presence. You may not know it, but you’ve already taken your first steps back to Me. Your faith that I exist and your earnest desire to seek Me will be rewarded. If you’ll continue to seek Me with your heart and mind, you will find that I’m not far from you at all.


Lift your eyes toward heaven and take them off the things of the world. Seek the face of My Son. Fix your eyes on Him. When you do this, the path to Me will materialize before your feet.
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