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NOTE FROM THE AUTHORS
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Dear Readers,


When Tony and I first heard the story of the Grace children, we thought that their experiences were unusual. Since then, however, children and adults alike have contacted us with their encounters with faerie. A few of them are presented in this book along with some exercises that we hope will help you investigate potential faerie activity where you live.


Above all, please remember to be careful. While some faeries are helpful, many are tricksy, and others can be dangerous.


Sincerely,
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and
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“To protect the house and those inside is MY duty, Guide or no Guide.”


FROM BOOK 5: THE WRATH OF MULGARATH



BROWNIES


I admit I’m a slob. I throw my socks and underwear on the floor. I kick the covers off my bed and sleep on the bare mattress. My hair sticks up from my head like a bunch of crabgrass. I never clean up any of my toys. If something gets broken because I stepped on it, then I just try to avoid that area. Sometimes I forget, but usually there are enough clothes on top that the broken toy parts don’t hurt my feet that bad. But no matter how messy I am, there is always someone messier than me.


My parents don’t understand how I got to be this way. My room used to be neat, my hair combed and my clothes folded. That was when Skifflewhim was my friend. He’s really little, with big hairy ears and pants made from an old leather glove. He would hop around, making my clothes dance themselves into the drawers. My hair would part and braid itself out before I even woke up, so I wouldn’t notice if he worked on the tangles. My dolls would march right onto the shelves.


And all I had to do was leave out some scraps from dinner.


Skifflewhim liked everything I didn’t. He would eat my brussels sprouts, my beets, and the liver my mom would fry with onions. I guess it was because he ate all that stuff that I started to wonder what he wouldn’t eat. I left out a raw onion and he ate it. I left out a bunch of worms I dug up out of the yard and he ate those too. Finally, I thought of the most disgusting thing I could: kitty litter.


When I came back from school, my bed was unmade and the litter was thrown all over my room. Some of it was even in my sheets. Since then, I haven’t seen Skifflewhim once, even when I left out a drumstick with only one bite taken out of it. But although I don’t see him, I know he’s there. Books sometimes just fall off the shelves. Lightbulbs burn out extra fast. My clothes are ripped and my homework goes missing.


So, you see, I have to be as messy as possible. That way he can’t make it any worse. Until I figure out a better idea, that’s what I’m going to do.


—Kelly L.


ANALYSIS: Brownies are known to be helpful, but if angered they can turn into troublesome boggarts. This appears to be a case of such a transformation.


—H. B. & T. D.


I imagine this creature helping me with chores around my house:
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Here’s what else I know about it:


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


[image: image] Things I can’t see, but I know are there:


1.                                                                         


2.                                                                         


3.                                                                         


4.                                                                         


5.                                                                         


6.                                                                         


7.                                                                         


8.                                                                         


9.                                                                         


10.                                                                       


11.                                                                       


12.                                                                       


13.                                                                       


Things I see, but I know aren’t there:
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[image: image] Food I would leave for a house brownie:


1.                                                            


2.                                                            


3.                                                            


4.                                                            


5.                                                            


6.                                                            


7.                                                            


8.                                                            


9.                                                            


10.                                                          


11.                                                          


12.                                                          


13.                                                          


Food I would not leave for a brownie:


1.                                                            


2.                                                            


3.                                                            


4.                                                            


5.                                                            


6.                                                            


7.                                                            


8.                                                            


9.                                                            


10.                                                          


11.                                                          


12.                                                          


13.                                                          
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[image: image] A drawing of my room when it’s a mess:


A drawing of my room after being cleaned by a brownie:


[image: image] A floor plan of my house showing locations of possible brownie activity:
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“The difficulty, of course, is the poison.”


FROM BOOK 5: THE WRATH OF MULGARATH



DRAGONS


Sometimes my brother, Ross, and I hunt for bugs in the old woodpile behind the house. You can find huge black beetles, little pill bugs that curl up into pale gray balls, earwigs with scary pincers, and occasionally blind and twisting worms that you can cut in half to make two short ones.
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