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Legendary record producer Andre “Dr. Dre” Young (right) poses with two of the rappers his Aftermath Entertainment label helped to make into stars, Eminem (left) and 50 Cent (center). 
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The Dream Begins


When it comes to music, Dr. Dre is not easily satisfied. As a hip-hop performer and producer, Dre demands excellence. If a record doesn’t sound the way he thinks it should, he’ll keep working on it—no matter how long that takes. “Dr. Dre’s a perfectionist,” noted rap producer Jonathan Rotem, “and if [something is] not up to his standards, which are pretty much the highest in the game, then he’s not releasing it.” 


One result of Dre’s sky-high standards is that his output is limited. Unlike many other performers, he doesn’t churn out an album every couple years. Despite his relatively small body of work, Dre has been one of hip-hop’s most influential figures. “He changes the sound of music every time he comes out” with an album, Rotem says.


That is hardly an exaggeration. Dre’s solo debut album, The Chronic, was hailed as a hip-hop masterpiece after its 1992 release. The record mixed elements of jazz, soul, and funk music. It featured bass, keyboards, and synthesizers. The distinctive sound, which became known as G-funk (short for “gangsta funk”), was more sophisticated than previous rap music. The Chronic would influence hip-hop for years. Various magazines, including Rolling Stone and Time, ranked it among the greatest albums ever—in any musical genre.


Dre followed up his groundbreaking debut with 2001. Released in 1999, it expanded the G-funk sound with string sections and reggae beats. Still, its tracks managed to stay, in the words of a New York Times critic, “lean and immaculate, each one a pithy combination of beat, rap, melody and strategic silences.”




FAST FACT


The single “Let Me Ride,” from The Chronic album, landed Dr. Dre his first Grammy Award, for Best Rap Solo Performance. Dre won the honor in 1994.





Given Dre’s record as a hip-hop innovator, fans were especially excited to hear, in 2002, that he would be releasing a new solo album. It was to be called Detox. Dre said the album would be a sort of hip-hop musical, with the songs combining to tell the story of one main character. Each of the guest rappers would play a secondary character.


DETOX DELAYED 


Dre started working on Detox in 2003. Its release was scheduled for late the following year. But in early 2004, Dre announced that the album would be delayed. He was now eyeing a fall 2005 release.


To the disappointment of fans, 2005 came and went with no sign of Detox. After that, no firm deadline was set for the album’s release. From time to time, however, rumors swirled that Detox was coming soon. Often, these rumors were fed by artists who’d worked with Dre on possible tracks for the album. Adding to the buzz surrounding Detox, Dre’s collaborators formed a virtual all-star roster of rap music. They included the likes of Eminem, 50 Cent, Jay-Z, Snoop Dogg, and Ludacris.




AN INSPIRATION TO OTHERS


On June 25, 2010, Aftermath founder Dr. Dre was given one of the most prestigious awards in the music business. That day, the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) presented him with its Founders Award. The presentation was made during ASCAP’s 23rd annual Rhythm & Soul Music Awards.


The Founders Award honors pioneers in the music business who have also inspired others. Past winners include such music industry legends as Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, and Paul McCartney.


“Dre is one of the most important voices in modern music,” said Paul Williams, ASCAP president and chairman, in making the award presentation. “He created a unique, recognizable sound that dominated rap music in the early 1990s, and has played a major role in developing and launching the careers of some of the biggest names in the business.”
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Dr. Dre and his wife, Nicole Threatt, attend the 2010 Rhythm & Soul Music Awards in Beverly Hills.
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Hip-hop superstars like Ludacris (top) and Jay-Z contributed to Dr. Dre’s Detox album.





But, true to form, Dre seemed intent on pushing the boundaries of hip-hop once again. He revealed that he was working with Burt Bacharach, a legendary composer and pianist. Born in 1928, Bacharach had been crafting pop music hits since the 1950s. Dre was also reported to be drawing inspiration from the work of the 19thcentury Polish composer and pianist Frédéric Chopin.
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