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Are you ready?
You think you can tell us what to do?
You think you can tell us what to wear?
You think that you’re better?
Well, you better get ready to bow to the masters
Break it down

D-Generate into something, fool
We just got tired of doing what you told us to do
And that’s the breaks, boy
Yeah, that’s the breaks, little man
Break it down

D-Generation X
D-Generation . . .

You think you can tell me what to do?
Do you know who you’re talking to?

Better get used to the way the ball bounces
I see what you got and it measures in ounces
But that’s the breaks, boy
Yeah, that’s the damn breaks, little man

D-Generation X
D-Generation . . .

You think you’re a big man?
I’ll treat you like a little man . . .

Can you tell me what it’s like to be half a man?
Must break your heart to see what I am
But that’s the breaks, boy
Yeah, well, that’s the breaks, little man . . .

Just stop wanting me to be someone else
Put it away like a book on the shelf that you can’t read, boy,
Yeah, that you can’t read . . .
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FOREWORD

“For the thousands in attendance and the millions watching around the world, and for Vince McMahon, who we’ve basically driven crazy and may be in some nut farm as I speak . . .”

“Whoa, whoa, whoa, Hunter. This isn’t a television show. This is a book. You can’t start a book this way.”

“Why not, Shawn? Isn’t it you who said, ‘DX does whatever it wants when it wants’?”

“Yeah, but . . . actually, good point, Hunter. I stand corrected. I guess that’s why they call you Cerebral Assassin.”

“Yes they do, Shawn, yes they do. Now if you’ll excuse me, I’d like to get going here because I think the people reading this want to get on to the meat of this book.”

“The meat?”

“Now . . . for the thousands reading this book, and the millions who aren’t but hopefully will real soon—that means go tell all your friends about this book—let’s get ready to . . .”

Dear Readers,

We, D-Generation X, Shawn Michaels and Triple H, would like to thank you for purchasing our book.

“Which is available at WWEShop.com, bookstores across the country, and at online retailers.”

“Um, Shawn, I think they probably know that, considering they’re reading this now and already have the book.”

“Good point, Hunter. Let’s continue on, shall we?”

As we were saying, we’d like to thank you for purchasing our book. When word got out that we were penning a history of DX, people began asking us, “Shawn, Hunter—Hunter, Shawn—why are you guys writing a book about DX?”

Well, we are DX after all, and we generally—no, let’s take that back, we always do what we want when we want. So the obvious answer is that we felt like writing a book, so we did.

But as is the case with most things DX, there is usually more going on than what meets the eye, and there is another very important reason why we decided to put pen to paper and recount the sometimes strange but always fun history of D-Generation X.

You see, not too long ago we were on the road and we happened to have some free time. So we went to a local bookstore, which we sometimes do to help stimulate our brains, and started to peruse the shelves.

What we saw horrified us. Right there sitting on the shelves and staring us in the face were two of the greatest literary abortions ever published: Controversy Creates Cash and Hollywood Hulk Hogan. Besides feeling the urgent need to toss our cookies, we both looked at each other and shook our heads.

We couldn’t believe the general public was being subjected to this kind of punishment. We thought about the poor kids who might come in to the bookstore looking for a book on wrestling and then be forced to read that kind of garbage.

Something needed to be done. You, our fans—heck, even our enemies— deserved better than that. So right then and right there we decided to write a book that might actually be fun to read.

Now, we have to be honest with you. This book might be titled The Unauthorized History of D-Generation X, but the corporate pinheads at WWE did have to be involved. So we couldn’t give you all the dirt—this is a family-friendly business that Hunter would like to see succeed for obvious reasons, but we do promise to entertain you.

We hope you will enjoy this trip back in time, and if you don’t, well, we got two words for you . . .

Sincerely,

Shawn and Hunter





ACT ONE 
ARE YOU READY? SUMMER 1997 DX
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THE PLAYERS

D-GENERATION X

Shawn Michaels: a.k.a. Showstopper; the Icon; Main Event; Heartbreak Kid; HBK. The two-time World Wrestling Federation Champion and resident bad boy.

Triple H: a.k.a. Hunter Hearst-Helmsley; Hunter. Shawn Michaels’s best friend. Known for his quick wit, ring psychology, and exceptionally large genitalia.

Chyna: a.k.a. the Ninth Wonder of the World; Joanie. Triple H’s former bodyguard known for beating up male Superstars and increasing her breast size.

OTHER KEY PLAYERS

The Kliq: Wrestling buddies Shawn Michaels, Triple H, Kevin Nash (Diesel), Scott Hall (Razor Ramon), and Sean Waltman (X-Pac). Controversial group determined to change the nature of sports entertainment.

Rick Rude: a.k.a. the Ravishing One; “Ravishing” Rick Rude. Former WWE Superstar known for disparaging out-of-shape sweathogs. Now employed as Shawn Michaels’s enforcer.

Chief Jay Strongbow: a.k.a. Chief Jay. World Wrestling Federation Tag Team Champion in the 1970s and 80s. Currently working as an agent. He is a strong proponent of the old ways of doing business.

Undertaker: a.k.a. the Dead Man; the Prince of Darkness; the Phenom. Two-time World Wrestling Federation Champion feuding with Shawn Michaels. He and Michaels fight in what many regard as the greatest match in WWE history: the original Hell in a Cell at Badd Blood.

Sean Waltman: a.k.a. 1-2-3 Kid; X-Pac. Member of The Kliq, friend of Shawn and Triple H, generally credited for bringing the crotch chop to World Wrestling Federation.

Bret Hart: a.k.a. Hit Man. Shawn Michaels’s archrival, who refuses to do business at Survivor Series, quits the company, and inadvertently helps catapult the company back to the top of the sports entertainment world.

Sgt. Slaughter: a.k.a. Sgt. Slobber; Sarge. Former World Wrestling Federation Champion and current commissioner. Sarge continuously tries to discipline D-Generation X. His overproductive salivary glands are a constant source of amusement for DX.

Vince McMahon: The owner of World Wrestling Federation, who also serves as a television announcer. He becomes a verbal target of DX, beginning one of the longest running feuds in sports entertainment history.

Jim Ross: a.k.a. J.R.; Good Ol’ J.R. Beloved television announcer known for his passionate play-by-play calls. His disgust for DX is exemplified in such calls as: “This is like interviewing the ninth-grade gym class!” “Look at these jackasses!” and “They are repulsive!”

Davey Boy Smith: European Champion who gets screwed out of his title by DX in his hometown of Birmingham, England.

Ken Shamrock: a.k.a. World’s Most Dangerous Man. Shawn and Hunter are concerned that this good friend of Bret Hart just might shoot on Shawn Michaels at the D-Generation X Pay-Per-View.

The Headbangers: An obnoxious tag team that has the gall to interrupt a game of DX strip poker.

Owen Hart: Entertaining Superstar and brother of Bret who battles with Triple H over the European Championship.

Arn Anderson: a.k.a. Double A. He has no role in the upcoming drama except for the fact that his nickname serves as the inspiration for Triple H’s name.

Doink the Clown: A disturbed clown who doesn’t do much for Shawn and Hunter.

Mankind: Rough and tough WWE Superstar who looks suspiciously like Cactus Jack and Dude Love.

Crush: Kona, Hawaii, native who gets the DX sense of humor.

Michael Cole: Television announcer who becomes the brunt of many DX jokes and ends up on the receiving end of a superatomic wedgie.

Mike Tyson: a.k.a. the Baddest Man on the Planet. Former heavyweight boxing champion who is involved in one of the great triple crosses in sports entertainment history.

Stone Cold Steve Austin: a.k.a. Stone Cold; the Rattlesnake. World’s toughest S.O.B., who fights Shawn Michaels for the World Wrestling Federation Championship at WrestleMania XIV.
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NEW GROUND

SHAWN MICHAELS

“Hey, that’s May 19, 1996, at Madison Square Garden! That’s Razor! That’s Big Daddy Cool Diesel! Wait, that’s you, Triple H. There I am. Hey wait! You were a bad guy! I was a good guy! What are we doing together?

“That was supposed to be Vince McMahon’s biggest day. The first time Madison Square Garden had been sold out in some time . . . Oh Vin man, what’s the matter? That subject still a little too sensitive for you, Vin Man? Vinnie Mac, what’s-a matter? Is your dad rolling over in his grave? The family tradition in the McMahons, has it come to an end because me and my buddies made an ass out of you? C’mon, you were an ass long before I made one out of you!

“Now, I know what you are saying. ‘Shawn, dammit, how many times have I told you.’ ”

VINCE MCMAHON

“I’ve had enough of this crap!”

TRIPLE H

“He might fire us! Look out! He might fire us!”

SHAWN: Our story begins a long, long time ago in the summer of 1997. It was so long ago that Hunter hadn’t even won a European, much less an Intercontinental or World Championship. Friday night SmackDown!—still two years from its debut, which happened to be on a Thursday—wasn’t even a figment of a figment in Vince McMahon’s imagination. ECW was a regional promotion running bingo halls in the Northeast, and most of the current WWE roster had yet to embark upon their wrestling careers. John Cena was still in college, Randy Orton was in high school, and I’m not sure that guys like Cody Rhodes and Ted DiBiase, Jr., were even born yet.

HUNTER: Back then, Shawn was a very angry young man.

SHAWN: Wait a minute, Hunter, did you have to start with that so early in our story?

HUNTER: Well, it’s true and part of the story, isn’t it?

SHAWN: Yeah, but your first words in the whole story?

HUNTER: OK, how’s this? At the time, World Wrestling Federation, as WWE was known back then, was locked in a bitter battle for survival with its archenemy, World Championship Wrestling.

SHAWN: Much better.

HUNTER: Continuing on . . . Thanks to former World Wrestling Federation stars like our good friends Kevin Nash and Scott Hall, WCW was drawing more television viewers and creating more buzz than World Wrestling Federation. We were in trouble. Many believed we would forever play second fiddle to WCW. Some thought we might even go out of business.

SHAWN: The mood inside our company reflected its real-world troubles. Both wrestlers and management were feeling the pressure. The atmosphere backstage at arenas was tense, and everyone was on edge.

HUNTER: The company’s two biggest stars, Shawn and Bret Hart, basically hated each other, and their personal animosity was dividing the locker room in two—a lopsided two, with 90 percent on Bret’s side and a handful on ours.

You see, back then Shawn was a very angry young man. SHAWN: All right, go ahead. It’s true.

HUNTER: Now professionally, Shawn was at the top of his game and firmly established as one of, if not the, best performer in the business. Personally, though, he was a bit of a mess. He was prone to bouts of anger and took every opportunity to alienate those who caused him the slightest inconvenience. To say that Shawn was not popular in the locker room would be a gross misunderstatement.

SHAWN: My good friend Triple H had problems of his own. Unfortunately, most were of my doing. While he was quiet and respectful to both management and fellow wrestlers, his loyalty to me gave those who disliked me the excuse to dislike him. So while Hunter may have had a few more friends in the locker room than me, he didn’t have many. He also happened to be coming out of a year of “exile” within the company.

SHAWN: On May 19, 1996, Hunter, myself, Kevin Nash, and Scott Hall “broke kayfabe” by acknowledging our friendship and taking a bow—our Curtain Call— together in front of a sold-out Madison Square Garden audience. To many old-timers in management, this act was an affront to the profession. Heels and babyfaces were not supposed to be friends! If fans knew that wrestlers did not actually hate each other in real life, they would never come to matches! This was an old philosophy that no longer held true, but it was the philosophy that still held sway in World Wrestling Federation.

In order to assuage all the anger backstage, Vince McMahon had to do something. Otherwise he risked losing the trust of most of the people around him, men who had served him for a long time. Kevin and Scott were off to WCW so there was nothing Vince could do to them. I was one of the company’s big stars, so punishing me would only end up hurting the company. So while Vince forced me to apologize to many in the back, he did not punish me.

Hunter, however, was a different story. He was just another mid-carder at this point in his career. He had all the talent in the world, but he was not established. He could be punished, and he was. Plans to have him win King of the Ring in June 1996 were quickly shelved, and for the next year he floundered in mid- and lower-card purgatory. He lost most of his matches and never got a real chance to move up the ladder.

HUNTER: The company’s reaction to the Curtain Call really spoke volumes about its approach to business. It was stuck in a bygone era that kept fans away from the back side of the business, treating fans as if characters were real and other wrestling organizations did not exist.

The world had changed. Many fans knew, at least to some degree, what was going on behind the scenses; and, just as important, they were desperate for more. The more they knew, the more they wanted to learn. For many fans, what was going on in the back was more interesting than the comparatively vanilla story lines that were playing out on TV. Still, World Wrestling Federation was stuck in its old ways. Most in management were either oblivious to or wary of the change, and they lobbied hard to continue with the old ways of doing business.

SHAWN: Despite the lobbying from those who wanted to stick with the old ways of doing business, we really believed that World Wrestling Federation had to change. We believed that we had the talent to rebound; and, if pushed in the right direction, we could once again regain sports entertainment supremacy.

HUNTER: We didn’t sit down one day and say “Hey, let’s revolutionize the business.” We just wanted to help take the company in a new, different direction. The world had changed, but our product hadn’t. We were still treating fans like they didn’t know anything about the business. For instance, everyone knew we were in this huge battle with WCW, but on our show, WCW didn’t even exist. Why didn’t we talk about it on our show?

SHAWN: And it wasn’t like we had this sudden revelation. We had been talking about moving in a new direction for a long time. Back in 1995, we had a meeting with Vince in Indianapolis, where Hunter, Kevin, and Scott talked about moving in a new direction, making our show more edgy and realistic. As a company, we had moved a little, but not enough to make that big a difference.

HUNTER: I remember after the Curtain Call, because I caught all the heat for it. Vince cut this promo on me, and I almost got fired. I was taking all the crap that went down. I had to go to all the agents and apologize. I went to them all, and all the old guys were cutting these promos on me about how we were disrespectful and how we were hurting the business.

I specifically remember Chief Jay Strongbow cutting this promo on me about breaking kayfabe. He’s telling me that nobody knows that Shawn Michaels, Scott Hall, and Hunter Hearst-Helmsley are friends. They—the fans—don’t know, and we shouldn’t let them into that side of the business.
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The Curtain Call brought a single tear to the eye of Chief Jay Strongbow.

As he’s cutting this promo on me, I’m sitting there thinking if nobody knows about it, why are 18,000 people in Madison Square Garden going nuts? Why? Because they all knew the back side of the business. And because the back side of the business had been hidden for so long, it was almost more interesting than the front side. It was definitely more interesting back then.

The fact that Shawn and Bret couldn’t stand each other and were having this verbal warfare of words on TV about things in their personal lives was way more interesting than watching Doink the Clown come out and do whatever he did.

SHAWN: The other thing is that we had also been discussing that we wanted to have fun. At this point in my career, I really wasn’t having much fun. And Hunter really is a funny guy. The way Hunter carried himself around back then was very different. When he was riding around in the car with us, he was one of the funniest guys around. But he was never like that around other guys in the business. When he was around them, he always handled himself in a straight manner.

During the summer of 1997, he and I and Chyna were on the Wrestle Vessel, a cruise where fans could come and meet WWE Superstars. We were sitting around at dinner one night and started talking about working together and doing a tag team. We talked about how Hunter could bring out his funny side. The characters he had been playing to that point wouldn’t allow him to do that. I felt strongly that it was time to bring that funny side out.
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