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  WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT




  SPINNING STRAW, WEAVING GOLD


  





  A poetic perfection of biblically inspired values with a folklore feel.




  Lyn Sedmina, Christian Literature Editor, BellaOnline


  





  Spinning Straw, Weaving Gold is a lyrical little book, rooted in myth. References to stories from the Bible and such as those of Ariadne and Penelope enrich the simple form of a dialogue between mother and daughter. As Isabel Anders says in the Introduction, “woman’s work and woman’s wisdom come to us…as two inseparable strands, braided within her very person,” and it is in the two women’s spinning and weaving that they express their wisdom, and reveal a female spirituality deeply rooted in the physical. “Work and love. Love and work. It is in the artful weaving of these two primary life strands…that deep fulfillment is sought.”




  The book has the tone of a conversation between guru and disciple: refreshingly recast in feminine form. Like the gold of the thread, wisdom shines through the text: a beautiful expression of woman’s grounded spirituality. Jennifer Kavanagh, Author, Journey Home


  





  Isabel Anders has woven straw into gold with her wisdom-filled mother-daughter dialogues. This is a wonderful book to sit with and reflect on the treasures Anders brings that are as new as each day, and as old as the first mother and daughter conversation.




  Isabel Anders is a teacher pulling up threads in the tapestry of our collective lives so that we might examine them and then weave them into our own personal tapestry.




  I found myself wanting to enter into the dialogue and to be included in the conversation.




  Marian Windel, Executive Director, Sophia House, Louisa, VA
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  Also by this author:




  Becoming Flame: Uncommon Mother-Daughter Wisdom


  Foreword by Phyllis Tickle





  Awaiting the Child: An Advent Journal




  Introduction by Madeleine L’Engle





  Soul Moments: Times When Heaven Touches Earth





  40-Day Journey with Madeleine L’Engle





  Blessings and Prayers for Married Couples





  Simple Blessings for Sacred Moments





  Co-Authored with Diane Marquart Moore:





  Chant of Death




  Make two homes for thyself, my daughter.


  One actual home...


  and the other a spiritual home,


  which thou are to carry with thee always.


  —St. Catherine of Siena.




  To all


  Daughters of earth and air,


  mind and memory:


  Value your straw,


  know and own your Gold.




  Introduction




  Work is love made visible.


  —Kahlil Gibran.


  





  Whether called faith, destiny, or the hand of God, slender threads are at work bringing coherence and continuity to our lives. Over time they weave a remarkable tapestry.


  —Robert A. Johnson.


  





  Woman’s work and woman’s wisdom come to us in literature, as in life, as two inseparable strands, braided within her very person. We are told: “The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish tears it down with her own hands” (Proverbs 14:1). A wise woman is seen in this biblical book as a builder, a tender of her household, one who works to provide for those in her care—as told of in these vibrant images: “She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson” (Proverbs 31:21).




  This basic, timeless biblical language offers us a thread of connection back to women’s work through the ages. As an example of this vision of work and wisdom being intertwined, it is hard to imagine a more perfect example than that of Mary the mother of Jesus.




  It is suggested in a legend that draws from the apocryphal Book of James that Mary as a young virgin spun scarlet thread for a curtain to adorn the temple— while Herod’s architects completely rebuilt the temple around her. In this imagined scenario, the acts of spinning and weaving are brought together against the backdrop of the construction of a holy sanctuary, all together symbolizing Woman engaged in her ideal Work.
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