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Pujols and the Cardinals win the World Series. Pujols sign a contract for $254 million with the Los Angeles Angels.


2011


Pujols wins his second MVP.


2008


Pujols and the Cardinals win the World Series against the Detroit Tigers.


2006


Pujols is named the National League’s Most Valuable Player (MVP).


2005


He starts out in the Major Leagues, playing for the Cardinals.


2001


The St. Louis Cardians discover Pujols while he’s playing baseball at Maple Woods Community College.


1999


Pujols and his family move to the United States, where he plays baseball at the Fort Osage, Missouri, high school.


1996


Albert Pujols is born in Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic.


1980
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Chapter 1


EARLY LIFE


Albert Pujols was born José Alberto Pujols on January 16, 1980, in Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic. His parents weren’t always around when he was young, but his father, Bienvenido, showed Albert a love of baseball. Bienvenido was a minor-league pitcher in the Dominican Republic.


When Albert was very young, his parents were divorced. Albert’s grandmother, América, raised Albert for most of his life. Albert also spent a lot of time with his ten aunts and uncles. The family was very poor.


Though times were sometimes hard, Albert had a happy childhood. His grandmother always showed him love. She taught Albert to keep hope for better times, and she shared her faith in God with her grandson. To this day, Albert’s religion is very important to him.


Albert didn’t see his father much, but he still wanted to play baseball just like him. Bienvenido Pujols was a famous player in the Dominican Republic, and Albert wanted to be like him.
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Just like these young boys growing up today in the Dominican Republic, Albert learned to play baseball when he was still very young.
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