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Preface


The Little Book of Restorative Justice in Education (LB of RJE) arrived in 2016, affirming and building on the content of two earlier Little Books, The Little Book of Circle Processes by Kay Pranis (2005) and The Little Book of Restorative Discipline for Schools by Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz and Judy Mullet (2005). In the field of education at that time, ten years of engagement with restorative justice (rj) principles and practices by educators who were eager to create healthier school communities had shown that rj had potential as a practice, but that it required a concise, clear articulation of theory. Such a framing would better support effective implementation and help to explain what occurred when efforts to implement rj were unsuccessful.


The LB of RJE (2016) conveyed the insights gleaned by various educators and education researchers, and, in the six years it has been available, its content has served the purpose of contributing to a significantly deeper understanding of restorative justice in education (rje).1 At the time of its writing, as authors, we could not have imagined what the next years would bring. Unrest at every level of society, combined with several years of pandemic life, caused us to reflect again and again on our recommendations in that small volume. Though we were concerned that our insights might not actually stand up to the challenges schools were confronting, we are grateful to hear repeatedly that educators and community youth leaders, many of whom are facing or attempting to address discrimination and oppression of all kinds, are finding support and insight in the pages we had written. This response has been humbling, for we know that we were only able to share what we did at that time because of what we had learned from others and what our own life experiences had taught us.


As rje has continued to grow and expand, our learning and our experiences have also grown and expanded. Globally, engagement with rje is now common, and few educators would say they have not heard of it. Significant research has been conducted, better identifying the progress and pitfalls of various efforts.2 And ultimately, the collaborative conversations that have come about because of the LB of RJE are numerous, deepening insights that are waking us up to what we have yet to learn. As such, it is time for a revision of the 2016 edition.


As in the 2016 edition, we continue to identify that the purpose of the book is to serve as a reference point:




Like a compass whose needle points us toward our destination, theory guides our practice.3 A reference point that practitioners can return to when the daily challenges of school arise is necessary to ensure clarity and consistency. Without it, there is a strong temptation to revert to the punitive, rewards-based approaches that school systems have unsuccessfully relied on. The Little Book of Restorative Justice in Education serves as [one potential] compass needle.





What we have changed has come about because we, as authors, continued to apply the core concepts in the LB of RJE to our own lives, which led to the work of interrogating our whiteness, our adultness, and our privilege. Through the patience, grace, and challenges gifted to us by many rje advocates who are Indigenous, Black, People of Color, and/or youth, and who continue to bear the burden in a society rife with oppression, we recognize that this edition must point to and promote their leadership in the field. We are excited that this is recognized by Good Books itself in its recent publications of The Little Book of Race and Restorative Justice, The Little Book of Racial Healing, and The Little Book of Youth Engagement and Restorative Justice, as each highlights what needs to be at the core of rje—the voices and the humanity of those who have traditionally been silenced.


In 2016, we were conscious of and acknowledged our indebtedness to Indigenous, Black, and People of Color for their resilience in keeping these ways of being alive through generations of genocide. In 2022, we do our best to magnify and amplify these leaders who have mentored and shown us that if rje is to thrive in schools today, those of us in dominant positions must learn to step back, listen deeply, follow their lead, and create spaces for authentically working together.


From the 2016 edition, we maintained the three interconnected components; however, we have included more discussion about the necessity for community connectedness. One of our learnings over the past six years is that work done in isolation will be less effective than work done collaboratively. Connecting with families, faith communities, and community organizations can provide opportunities to understand the complexities of relationships, deepen our understanding about harms, needs, and obligations, and more fully support justice and equity initiatives. Individuals, classrooms, and even schools do not exist in a vacuum; they influence and are influenced by neighborhoods, local municipalities, and state/provincial and national dynamics. If we ignore the broader context, we will miss important connections that can help us nurture more restorative communities. Additionally, the pandemic has illuminated the reality that schools often feel overwhelmed by the needs that present themselves and are usually under-resourced to meet those needs. Connecting with resources beyond the school can provide a support for educators who are feeling overwhelmed by the unrealistic expectations placed on them.


Additionally, this 2022 edition highlights even more the significance of promoting diversity and equity in our rje initiatives. While the 2016 edition centers justice and equity as one of the three components of rje, we have learned in the past six years that simply naming a priority of promoting justice and equity does not ensure that specific actions are taken to address justice and equity. If rje is to contribute to healing and transformation, prioritizing diversity and equity cannot be an incidental part of our work. It has to be intentional. This means that as white authors, it is important to us that we center the rje work of those who have often been silenced or marginalized, including those who are Black, Indigenous, or People of Color. As one way to do that, we have added acknowledgments at the beginning of this book of people who have had an impact on our own thinking since the 2016 edition as well as footnotes and references to their work throughout. We feel strongly that the LB of RJE is only complete when read in conjunction with those resources so we can truly learn from those whose history, culture, race, and language have allowed for the field of rj and rje to develop.


In this edition, we continue to uphold that restorative justice implemented in educational environments is grounded in key beliefs that all people are worthy and interconnected and nurtured through adherence to values of respect, dignity, and mutual concern. Rje is primarily about nurturing relational, interconnected school cultures so that when harm occurs, the community can support and provide expectations for those directly and indirectly involved (Chapters 1 and 3). We continue to endorse the use of the phrase restorative justice in education as a framework, and the three major interconnected and equally important concepts:




	Creating just and equitable learning environments


	Nurturing healthy relationships


	Repairing harm and transforming conflict





However, with thanks to recommendations from Skye Bowen,4 we highlight the role of community connections in each, recognizing there is often a disconnection between schools and their local community that hinders the implementation of rje.


We significantly revised A Brief History of RJE (Chapter 2) and now call it An Important History of RJE, within which we point to the Indigenous and Afro-Indigenous roots that rje relies on. We are grateful for Fania Davis, Edward Valandra, and the authors of Colorizing Restorative Justice5 for authoring texts that help us to continue to learn about our history.


While we continue to use stories, examples, and brief exercises to demonstrate how these concepts can be practiced, we have updated those stories to reflect a deepening understanding of racial justice, systemic oppression, trauma and resilience, and holistic/comprehensive approaches to rje.


As authors, we are grateful for the opportunity to be involved in this work with each of you. We trust that together we can better accept the invitation that Lilla Watson, Gangulu artist, activist, educator, and academic, and her colleagues extend to us:




If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.6
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SECTION 1


Preparing for Sustainable Growth


Restorative justice in education (rje) has had a relatively short history through which various principles and practices have emerged. In Section 1, we carefully outline an overview of rje (Chapter 1), its growth over time (Chapter 2), and the beliefs and values that support sustainable implementation in educational settings (Chapter 3). We liken the growth of rje to that of a plant. This analogy is introduced as a way to illustrate the intricate (and beautiful!) process of organic growth. We trust the comparison will help explain concepts that are often overlooked—much like an established, growing root system that lies below the surface, allowing us to enjoy the beauty of a tree or other plant.
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