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How to Use This Book



Barron’s AP Human Geography is for students looking for a comprehensive review before the AP Human Geography exam and for students choosing to self-study in addition to their regular classwork. This book has been designed to help correspond with the College Board’s objectives for AP Human Geography, with a heavy concentration on the seven major content areas.


The AP Human Geography exam covers a range of material that would normally be included in a semester-long college-level course in Introductory Human Geography. These courses typically cover a wide variety of topics, with the basic goal of understanding patterns and processes that have shaped human relationships on Earth over space and time. This overarching goal can be further divided into a set of goals derived from Geography for Life: National Geography Standards, Second Edition, introduced in 2012. In this guide, we focus on the most important content items you need to know for test day.




Diagnostic Test


First, take the Diagnostic Test to gain an understanding of your strengths and weaknesses. It is a complete test with answer explanations, and includes three free-response questions and rubrics for those questions.







Review and Practice


Each unit begins with a list of the topics covered, specifically related to one of the seven units of study aligning to the curriculum for Human Geography and then ends with additonal AP style practice questions.







Content and More


Key terms and definitions. Important terms are listed in the beginning of each chapter, appear in bold text where necessary to help guide you through topics successfully, and then are defined for review before each set of practice exercises.


Helpful stimulus. Each chapter provides illustrations, tables, maps, diagrams, and more to help you review content and paint a clearer picture of the concepts discussed.


Chapter summaries and practice questions. Each chapter closes with a quick chapter summary and review questions that will help determine which topics you have a solid understanding of and which topics you need to revisit. Please note that the multiple-choice questions in each chapter should only be reviewed as content and concept review. These questions don’t necessarily reflect the same level of difficulty as the exam questions.







Getting Exam Ready


Practice exams. These practice exams cover the seven major content areas. Each content area, described in the Introduction makes up a certain percentage each exam.


Online additional practice. You have additional access to three online full-length practice tests designed to enhance your understanding and to test your knowledge.







For Students


As of May 2025, the College Board will no longer offer paper and pencil AP exams. You will only be able to take the AP Human Geography in a digital format. The actual AP Human Geography course and exam have not changed, so you still have the opportunity to prepare for the exam by concentrating on the areas that the College Board has already identified and set as “essential knowledge.” This review book highlights the key concepts in each unit and explains these concepts by giving content examples. How you use the book depends on how your school offers the course. Nevertheless, by answering the review questions at the end of each unit and by taking the practice tests, you will have an indication of how well you will do on the actual exam. If you organize your time and systematically review the material in this book, and then intensify your studies in March and April, you will have an excellent foundation for the exam in May. You can also visit the College Board’s website and download the Bluebook app for practice with the digital exam.







For Teachers


Suggest to your students that they use this book along with their textbook. If you develop your own assignments and tests around the Enduring Understandings concepts, Learning Objectives, and Essential Knowledge concepts found in the College Board’s most recent AP Human Geography Curriculum Framework, this book should offer your students the opportunity to use the material for review. The themes are explored both within the text and through the sample multiple-choice and essay questions provided for each chapter and in the assessment created for each time period which can be found on the Barron’s Online Learning Hub.
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As you review the content of this book to work toward earning a 5 on your AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY exam, you MUST focus on these five essential points:
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	Know the course goals and how the subdisciplines of human geography meet them. This may seem fairly obvious. However, you should make sure that as you study each subdiscipline in the course, you can clearly describe geography within that subdiscipline. For example, what’s unique about political organization as compared with politics? Cities and urban land use as compared with urban studies? Or cultural patterns and processes as compared with cultural studies?
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	Think spatially. Think in multiple ways! You need to read and understand any spatial data in the text and test (e.g., maps) carefully. You must also be able to think across scales. How might spatial patterns and processes (or representations of them) differ when looking at large-scale spaces (e.g., the world) compared with small-scale spaces (e.g., your neighborhood)?
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	Know current examples. As you will quickly notice when completing the practice tests, free-response questions often ask for examples. As you learn the concepts in each chapter, keep lists of current events that accurately illustrate concepts, processes, and models. Watch and read the news. Think about how the news connects to human geography!
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	Look for interconnections. Pay special attention to the different subdisciplines. Can your free-response question on urban models bring in some of your knowledge about economic development? How does culture influence economic development? What are the connections between population dynamics and urbanization? Do not memorize concepts in isolation. Instead, constantly try to connect across topic areas.
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	Focus on figures. Figures (maps, graphics, charts, and tables) frequently appear on the test in both multiple-choice and free-response questions. Do not skip over the figures in the text! Instead, know them by name, make sure you know how they work, and be able to describe what they represent.






















Introduction





Learning Objectives


In this chapter, you will learn:




	➔About AP Human Geography



	➔About the exam



	➔Strategies for preparing for the AP Human Geography exam



	➔Commonly asked questions about the AP Human Geography exam



	➔Additional resources












Welcome to AP Human Geography



This edition of Barron’s AP Human Geography contains updates to account for any recent changes in the course outline and exam structure that have been made. This Introduction reflects more accurately the topics and skills covered on the current exam. The diagnostic exam and two practice exams in the back of this book show how every question contains “metadata” that identifies the specific unit, skill, and “essential knowledge” covered by the question. Inclusion of these data ensures alignment between the practice tests and the actual exam while also providing students with the information needed to target their studies.








About the Exam



The AP Human Geography exam is now fully digital. The exam still contains two sections and lasts for two hours and 15 minutes. The first section includes 60 multiple-choice questions; students are given 60 minutes to complete this portion of the exam. In the remaining 75 minutes, students answer three free-response essay questions.


The AP Human Geography course and exam contain an explicit emphasis on geographic skills in addition to the traditional content areas. Every question—multiple-choice and free-response—assesses one of the following five skills or skill components.
















	Skill Category 1:Concepts and Processes


	
1.A: Describe geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


1.B: Explain geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


1.C: Compare geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


1.D: Describe a relevant geographic concept, process, model, or theory in a specified context.


1.E: Explain the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations of different geographic models and theories in a specified context.








	Skill Category 2:Spatial Relationships


	
2.A: Describe spatial patterns, networks, and relationships.


2.B: Explain spatial relationships in a specified context or region of the world using geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


2.C: Explain a likely outcome in a geographic scenario using geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


2.D: Explain the significance of geographic similarities and differences among different locations and/or at different times.


2.E: Explain the degree to which a geographic concept, process, model, or theory effectively explains geographic effects in different contexts and regions of the world.








	Skill Category 3:Data Analysis


	
3.A: Identify the different types of data presented in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data.


3.B: Describe spatial patterns in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data.


3.C: Explain patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions.


3.D: Compare patterns and trends in maps and in quantitative and geospatial data to draw conclusions.


3.E: Explain what maps or data imply or illustrate about geographic principles, processes, and outcomes.


3.F: Explain possible limitations of the data provided.








	Skill Category 4:Source Analysis


	
4.A: Identify the different types of information presented in visual sources.


4.B: Describe the spatial patterns presented in visual sources.


4.C: Explain patterns and trends in visual sources to draw conclusions.


4.D: Compare patterns and trends in sources to draw conclusions.


4.E: Explain how maps, images, and landscapes illustrate or relate to geographic principles, processes, and outcomes.


4.F: Explain possible limitations of visual sources provided.








	Skill Category 5:Scale Analysis


	
5.A: Identify the scales of analysis presented by maps, quantitative and geospatial data, images, and landscapes.


5.B: Explain spatial relationships across various geographic scales using geographic concepts, processes, models, and theories.


5.C: Compare geographic characteristics and processes at various scales.


5.D: Explain the degree to which a geographic concept, process, model, or theory effectively explains geographic effects across various geographic scales.













Content Areas


The test covers seven units related to different fundamental components of Human Geography. Each of the seven units focuses on three different “big ideas”:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO)



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP)



	3.Spatial Processes and Societal Change (SPS)






These big ideas are further broken down into learning objectives specific to the unit’s content, which are then broken down into more specific essential knowledge items. Every practice test question, in the answer explanation, includes coded data on the unit, essential knowledge, and the specific skill addressed by the question. As you are practicing, you can use the data to discern areas of strength and areas that require more studying.







Unit 1: Thinking Geographically (8–10% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): Why do geographers study relationships and patterns among and between places?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How do geographers use maps to help them discover patterns and relationships in the world?



	3.Spatial Processes and Societal Change (SPS): How do geographers use a spatial perspective to analyze complex issues and relationships?






Topic 1.1: Introduction to Maps


IMP-1: Geographers use maps and data to depict relationships of time, space, and scale.




	
A.IMP-1.A: Identify types of maps, the types of information presented in maps, and different kinds of spatial patterns and relationships portrayed in maps.




	a.IMP-1.A.1: Types of maps include reference maps and thematic maps.



	b.IMP-1.A.2: Types of spatial patterns represented on maps include absolute and relative distance and direction, clustering, dispersal, and elevation.



	c.IMP-1.A.3: All maps are selective in information; map projections inevitably distort spatial relationships in shape, area, distance, and direction.











Topic 1.2: Geographic Data


IMP-1: Geographers use maps and data to depict relationships of time, space, and scale.




	
A.IMP-1.B: Identify different methods of geographic data collection.




	a.IMP-1.B.1: Data may be gathered in the field by organizations or by individuals.



	b.IMP-1.B.2: Geospatial technologies include Geographic Information Systems (GIS), satellite navigation systems, remote sensing, and online mapping and visualization.



	c.IMP-1.B.3: Spatial information can come from written accounts in the form of field observations, media reports, travel narratives, policy documents, personal interviews, landscape analysis, and photographic interpretation.











Topic 1.3: The Power of Geographic Data


IMP-1: Geographers use maps and data to depict relationships of time, space, and scale.




	
A.IMP-1.C: Explain the geographical effects of decisions made using geographical information.




	a.IMP-1.C.1: Geospatial and geographical data, including census data and satellite imagery, are used at all scales for personal, business and organizational, and governmental decision-making purposes.











Topic 1.4: Spatial Concepts


PSO-1: Geographers analyze relationships among and between places to reveal important spatial patterns.




	
A.PSO-1.A: Define major geographic concepts that illustrate spatial relationships.




	a.PSO-1.A.1: Spatial concepts include absolute and relative location, space, place, flows, distance decay, time-space compression, and pattern.











Topic 1.5: Human-Environmental Interaction


PSO-1: Geographers analyze relationships among and between places to reveal important spatial patterns.




	
A.PSO-1.B: Explain how major geographic concepts illustrate spatial relationships.




	a.PSO-1.B.1: Concepts of nature and society include sustainability, natural resources, and land use.



	b.PSO-1.B.2: Theories regarding the interaction of the natural environment with human societies have evolved from environmental determinism to possibilism.











Topic 1.6: Scales of Analysis


PSO-1: Geographers analyze relationships among and between places to reveal important spatial patterns.




	
A.PSO-1.C: Define scales of analysis used by geographers.




	a.PSO-1.C.1: Scales of analysis include global, regional, national, and local.













	
B.PSO-1.D: Explain what scales of analysis reveal.




	a.PSO-1.D.1: Patterns and processes at different scales reveal variations in and different interpretations of data.











Topic 1.7: Regional Analysis


SPS-1: Geographers analyze complex issues and relationships with a distinctively spatial perspective.




	
A.SPS-1.A: Describe different ways that geographers define regions.




	a.SPS-1.A.1: Regions are defined on the basis of one or more unifying characteristics or on patterns of activity.



	b.SPS-1.A.2: Types of regions include formal, functional, and perceptual/vernacular.



	c.SPS-1.A.3: Regional boundaries are transitional and often contested and overlapping.



	d.SPS-1.A.4: Geographers apply regional analysis at local, national, and global scales.
















Unit 2: Population and Migration Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): How does where and how people live impact global cultural, political, and economic patterns?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How does the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors influence change in the population?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): How do changes in population affect a place’s economy, culture, and politics?






Topic 2.1: Population Distribution


PSO-2: Understanding where and how people live is essential to understanding global, cultural, and economic patterns.




	
A.PSO-2.A: Identify the factors that influence the distribution of human populations at different scales.




	a.PSO-2.A.1: Physical factors (e.g., climate, landforms, water bodies) and human factors (e.g., culture, economics, history, politics) influence the distribution of the population.



	b.PSO-2.A.2: Factors that illustrate patterns of population distribution vary according to the scale of analysis.













	
B.PSO-2.B: Define methods geographers use to calculate population density.




	a.PSO-2.B.1: The three methods for calculating population density are arithmetic, physiological, and agricultural.













	
C.PSO-2.C: Explain the differences between and the impact of methods used to calculate population density.




	a.PSO-2.C.1: The method used to calculate population density reveals different information about the pressures the population exerts on the land.











Topic 2.2: Consequences of Population Distribution


PSO-2: Understanding where and how people live is essential to understanding global, cultural, and economic patterns.




	
A.PSO-2.D: Explain how population distribution and density affect society and the environment.




	a.PSO-2.D.1: Population distribution and density affect political, economic, and social processes, including the provision of such services as medical care.



	b.PSO-2.D.2: Population distribution and density affect the environment and natural resources; this is known as carrying capacity.











Topic 2.3: Population Composition


PSO-2: Understanding where and how people live is essential to understanding global, cultural, and economic patterns.




	
A.PSO-2.E: Describe elements of population composition used by geographers.




	a.PSO-2.E.1: Patterns of age structure and sex ratio vary across different regions and may be mapped and analyzed at different scales.



	b.PSO-2.E.2: Population pyramids are used to assess population growth and decline and to predict markets for goods and services.











Topic 2.4: Population Dynamics


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.A: Explain factors that account for contemporary and historical trends in population growth and decline.




	a.IMP-2.A.1: Demographic factors that determine a population’s growth and decline are fertility, mortality, and migration.



	b.IMP-2.A.2: Geographers use the rate of natural increase and population-doubling time to explain population growth and decline.



	c.IMP-2.A.3: Social, cultural, political, and economic factors influence fertility, mortality, and migration rates.











Topic 2.5: The Demographic Transition Model


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.B: Explain theories of population growth and decline.




	a.IMP-2.B.1: The demographic transition model can be used to explain population change over time.



	b.IMP-2.B.2: The epidemiological transition explains causes of changing death rates.











Topic 2.6: Malthusian Theory


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.C: Explain theories of population growth and decline.




	a.IMP-2.C.1: Malthusian theory and its critiques are used to analyze population change and its consequences.











Topic 2.7: Population Policies


SPS-2: Changes in population have long- and short-term effects on a place’s economy, culture, and politics.




	
A.SPS-2.A: Explain the intent and effects of various population and immigration policies on population and composition.




	a.SPS-2.A.1: Types of population policies include those that promote or discourage population growth, such as pronatalist, antinatalist, and immigration policies.











Topic 2.8: Women and Demographic Change


SPS-2: Changes in population have long- and short-term effects on a place’s economy, culture, and politics.




	
A.SPS-2.B: Explain how the changing role of women has demographic consequences in different parts of the world.




	a.SPS-2.B.1: Changing social values and access to education, employment, health care, and contraception have reduced fertility rates in most parts of the world.



	b.SPS-2.B.2: Changing social, economic, and political roles for women have influenced patterns of fertility, mortality, and migration, as illustrated by Ravenstein’s laws of migration.











Topic 2.9: Aging Populations


SPS-2: Changes in population have long- and short-term effects on a place’s economy, culture, and politics.




	
A.SPS-2.C: Explain the causes and consequences of an aging population.




	a.SPS-2.C.1: Population aging is determined by birth and death rates and life expectancy.



	b.SPS-2.C.2: An aging population has political, social, and economic consequences, including the dependency ratio.











Topic 2.10: Causes of Migration


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.A: Explain how different causal factors encourage migration.




	a.IMP-2.A.1: Migration is commonly divided into push factors and pull factors.



	b.IMP-2.A.2: Push/pull factors and intervening opportunities/obstacles can be cultural, demographic, economic, environmental, or political.











Topic 2.11: Forced and Voluntary Migration


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.B: Describe types of forced and voluntary migration.




	a.IMP-2.B.1: Forced migrations include slavery and events that produce refugees, internally displaced persons, and asylum seekers.



	b.IMP-2.B.2: Types of voluntary migration include transhumance, internal, chain, step, guest worker, and rural-to-urban.











Topic 2.12: Effects of Migration


IMP-2: Changes in population are due to mortality, fertility, and migration, which are influenced by the interplay of environmental, economic, cultural, and political factors.




	
A.IMP-2.C: Explain historical and contemporary geographic effects of migration.




	a.IMP-2.C.1: Migration has political, economic, and cultural effects.

















Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): How do where people live and what resources they have access to impact their cultural practices?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How does the interaction of people contribute to the spread of cultural practices?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): How and why do cultural ideas, practices, and innovations change or disappear over time?






Topic 3.1: Introduction to Culture


PSO-3: Cultural practices vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and available resources.




	
A.PSO-3.A: Define the characteristics, attitudes, and traits that influence geographers when they study culture.




	a.PSO-3.A.1: Culture comprises the shared practices, technologies, attitudes, and behaviors transmitted by a society.



	b.PSO-3.A.2: Cultural traits include such things as food preferences, architecture, and land use.



	c.PSO-3.A.3: Cultural relativism and ethnocentrism are different attitudes toward cultural difference.











Topic 3.2: Cultural Landscapes


PSO-3: Cultural practices vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and available resources.




	
A.PSO-3.B: Describe the characteristics of cultural landscapes.




	a.PSO-3.B.1: Cultural landscapes are combinations of physical features, agricultural and industrial practices, religious and linguistic characteristics, evidence of sequent occupancy, and other expressions of culture, including traditional and postmodern architecture and land-use patterns.













	
B.PSO-3.C: Explain how landscape features and land and resource use reflect cultural beliefs and identities.




	a.PSO-3.C.1: Attitudes toward ethnicity and gender, including the role of women in the workforce; ethnic neighborhoods; and indigenous communities and lands help shape the use of space in a given society.











Topic 3.3: Cultural Patterns


PSO-3: Cultural practices vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and available resources.




	
A.PSO-3.D: Explain patterns and landscapes of language, religion, ethnicity, and gender.




	a.PSO-3.D.1: Regional patterns of language, religion, and ethnicity contribute to a sense of place, enhance placemaking, and shape the global cultural landscape.



	b.PSO-3.D.2: Language, ethnicity, and religion are factors in creating centripetal and centrifugal forces.











Topic 3.4: Types of Diffusion


IMP-3: The interaction of people contributes to the spread of cultural practices.




	
A.IMP-3.A: Define the types of diffusion.




	a.IMP-3.A.1: Relocation and expansion—including contagious, hierarchical, and stimulus expansion—are types of diffusion.











Topic 3.5: Historical Causes of Diffusion


SPS-3: Cultural ideas, practices, and innovations change or disappear over time.




	
A.SPS-3.A: Explain how historical processes impact current cultural patterns.




	a.SPS-3.A.1: Interactions between and among cultural traits and larger global forces can lead to new forms of cultural expression; for example, creolization and lingua franca.



	b.SPS-3.A.2: Colonialism, imperialism, and trade helped to shape patterns and practices of culture.











Topic 3.6: Contemporary Causes of Diffusion


SPS-3: Cultural ideas, practices, and innovations change or disappear over time.




	
A.SPS-3.B: Explain how historical processes impact current cultural patterns.




	a.SPS-3.B.1: Cultural ideas and practices are socially constructed and change through both small-scale and large-scale processes such as urbanization and globalization. These processes come to bear on culture through media, technological change, politics, economics, and social relationships.



	b.SPS-3.B.2: Communication technologies, such as the internet and the time-space convergence, are reshaping and accelerating interactions among people; changing cultural practices, as in the increasing use of English and the loss of indigenous languages; and creating cultural convergence and divergence.











Topic 3.7: Diffusion of Religion and Language


IMP-3: The interaction of people contributes to the spread of cultural processes.




	
A.IMP-3.A: Explain what factors lead to the diffusion of universalizing and ethnic religions.




	a.IMP-3.A.1: Language families, languages, dialects, world religions, ethnic cultures, and gender roles diffuse from cultural hearths.



	b.IMP-3.A.2: Diffusion of language families, including Indo-European, and religious patterns and distributions can be visually represented on maps, in charts and toponyms, and in other representations.



	c.IMP-3.A.3: Religions have distinct places of origin from which they diffused to other locations through different processes. Practices and belief systems impacted how widespread the religion diffused.



	d.IMP-3.A.4: Universalizing religions, including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Sikhism, are spread through expansion and relocation diffusion.



	e.IMP-3.A.5: Ethnic religions, including Hinduism and Judaism, are generally found near the hearth or spread through relocation diffusion.











Topic 3.8: Effects of Diffusion


SPS-3: Cultural ideas, practices, and innovations change or disappear over time.




	
A.SPS-3.A: Explain how the process of diffusion results in changes to the cultural landscape.




	a.SPS-3.A.1: Acculturation, assimilation, syncretism, and multiculturalism are effects of the diffusion of culture.
















Unit 4: Political Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): How do historical and current events influence political structures around the world?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How are balances of power reflected in political boundaries and government power structures?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): How can political, economic, cultural, or technological changes challenge state sovereignty?






Topic 4.1: Introduction to Political Geography


PSO-4: The political organization of space results from historical and current processes, events, and ideas.




	
A.PSO-4.A: For world political maps:




	
a.Define the different types of political entities.




	i.PSO-4.A.1: Independent states are the primary building blocks of the world political map.








	
b.Identify a contemporary example of political entities.




	i.PSO-4.A.2: Types of entities include nations, nation-states, stateless nations, multinational states, multistate nations, and autonomous and semiautonomous regions, such as American Indian reservations.
















Topic 4.2: Political Processes


PSO-4: The political organization of space results from historical and current processes, events, and ideas.




	
A.PSO-4.B: Explain the processes that have shaped contemporary political geography.




	a.PSO-4.B.1: The concepts of sovereignty, nation-states, and self-determination shape the contemporary world.



	b.PSO-4.B.2: Colonialism, imperialism, independence movements, and devolution along national lines have influenced contemporary political boundaries.











Topic 4.3: Political Power and Territoriality


PSO-4: The political organization of space results from historical and current processes, events, and ideas.




	
A.PSO-4.C: Describe the concepts of political power and territoriality as used by geographers.




	a.PSO-4.C.1: Political power is expressed geographically as control over people, land, and resources, as illustrated by neocolonialism, shatterbelts, and choke points.



	b.PSO-4.C.2: Territoriality is the connection of people, their culture, and their economic systems to the land.











Topic 4.4: Defining Political Boundaries


IMP-4: Political boundaries and divisions of governance between states and within them reflect balances of power that have been negotiated or imposed.




	
A.IMP-4.A: Define the types of political boundaries used by geographers.




	a.IMP-4.A.1: Types of political boundaries include relic, superimposed, subsequent, antecedent, geometric, and consequent boundaries.











Topic 4.5: The Function of Political Boundaries


IMP-4: Political boundaries and divisions of governance between states and within them reflect balances of power that have been negotiated or imposed.




	
A.IMP-4.B: Explain the nature and function of international and internal boundaries.




	a.IMP-4.B.1: Boundaries are defined, delimited, demarcated, and administered to establish limits of sovereignty, but they are often contested.



	b.IMP-4.B.2: Political boundaries often coincide with cultural, national, or economic divisions. However, some boundaries may be created by demilitarized zones or a policy, such as the one established at the Berlin Conference.



	c.IMP-4.B.3: Land and maritime boundaries and international agreements can influence national and regional identity and encourage or discourage international or internal interactions or disputes over resources.



	d.IMP-4.B.4: The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea defines the rights and responsibilities of nations in the use of international waters, established territorial seas, and exclusive economic zones.











Topic 4.6: Internal Boundaries


IMP-4: Political boundaries and divisions of governance between states and within them reflect balances of power that have been negotiated or imposed.




	
A.IMP-4.C: Explain the nature and function of international and internal boundaries.




	a.IMP-4.C.1: Voting districts, redistricting, and gerrymandering affect election results at various scales.











Topic 4.7: Forms of Governance


IMP-4: Political boundaries and divisions of governance between states and within them reflect balances of power that have been negotiated or imposed.




	
A.IMP-4.D: Define federal and unitary states.




	a.IMP-4.D.1: Forms of governance include unitary states and federal states.













	
A.IMP-4.E: Explain how federal and unitary states affect spatial organization.




	a.IMP-4.E.1: Unitary states tend to have a more top-down, centralized form of governance, while federal states have more locally based, dispersed power centers.











Topic 4.8: Defining Devolutionary Factors


SPS-4: Political, economic, cultural, or technological changes can challenge state sovereignty.




	
A.SPS-4.A: Define factors that lead to the devolution of states.




	a.SPS-4.A.1: Factors that can lead to the devolution of states include the division of groups by physical geography, ethnic separatism, ethnic cleansing, terrorism, economic and social problems, and irredentism.











Topic 4.9: Challenges to State Sovereignty


SPS-4: Political, economic, cultural, or technological changes can challenge state sovereignty.




	
A.SPS-4.B: Explain how political, economic, cultural, and technological changes challenge state sovereignty.




	a.SPS-4.B.1: Devolution occurs when states fragment into autonomous regions or into subnational political-territorial units, such as those within Spain, Belgium, Canada, and Nigeria; or when states disintegrate, as happened in Eritrea, South Sudan, East Timor, and states that were a part of the former Soviet Union.



	b.SPS-4.B.2: Advances in communication technology have facilitated devolution, supranationalism, and democratization.



	c.SPS-4.B.3: Global efforts to address transnational and environmental challenges and to create economies of scale, trade agreements, and military alliances help to further supranationalism.



	d.SPS-4.B.4: Supranational organizations—including the United Nations (UN), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), European Union (EU), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Arctic Council, and African Union—can challenge state sovereignty by limiting the economic or political actions of member states.











Topic 4.10: Consequences of Centrifugal and Centripetal Forces


SPS-4: Political, economic, cultural, or technological changes can challenge state sovereignty.




	
A.SPS-4.C: Explain how the concepts of centrifugal and centripetal forces apply at the state scale.




	a.SPS-4.C.1: Centrifugal forces may lead to failed states, uneven development, stateless nations, and ethnic nationalist movements.



	b.SPS-4.C.2: Centripetal forces can lead to ethnonationalism, more equitable infrastructure development, and increased cultural cohesion.
















Unit 5: Agriculture and Rural Land-Use Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): How do a people’s culture and the resources available to them influence how they grow food?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How does what people produce and consume vary in different locations?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): What kind of cultural changes and technological advances have impacted the way people grow and consume food?






Topic 5.1: Introduction to Agriculture


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.A: Explain the connection between physical geography and agricultural practices.




	a.PSO-5.A.1: Agricultural practices are influenced by the physical environment and climatic conditions, such as those associated with a Mediterranean or tropical climate.



	b.PSO-5.A.2: Intensive farming practices include market gardening, plantation agriculture, and mixed crop/livestock systems.



	c.PSO-5.A.3: Extensive farming practices include shifting cultivation, nomadic herding, and ranching.











Topic 5.2: Settlement Patterns and Survey Methods


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.B: Identify different rural settlement patterns and methods of surveying settlements.




	a.PSO-5.B.1: Specific agricultural practices shape different land-use patterns.



	b.PSO-5.B.2: Rural settlement patterns are classified as clustered, dispersed, or linear.



	c.PSO-5.B.3: Rural survey methods include metes and bounds, township and range, and long lot.











Topic 5.3: Agricultural Origins and Diffusions


SPS-5: Agriculture has changed over time because of cultural diffusion and advances in technology.




	
A.SPS-5.A: Identify major centers of domestication of plants and animals.




	a.SPS-5.A.1: Early hearths of domestication of plants and animals arose in the Fertile Crescent and several other regions of the world, including the Indus River Valley, Southeast Asia, and Central America.













	
B.SPS-5.B: Explain how plants and animals diffused globally.




	a.SPS-5.B.1: Patterns of diffusion, such as the Columbian Exchange and the agricultural revolutions, resulted in the global spread of various plants and animals.











Topic 5.4: The Second Agricultural Revolution


SPS-5: Agriculture has changed over time because of cultural diffusion and advances in technology.




	
A.SPS-5.C: Explain the advances and impacts of the second agricultural revolution.




	a.SPS-5.C.1: New technology and increased food production in the second agricultural revolution led to better diets and longer life expectancies, and thus more people were available to work in factories.











Topic 5.5: The Green Revolution


SPS-5: Agriculture has changed over time because of cultural diffusion and advances in technology.




	
A.SPS-5.D: Explain the consequences of the Green Revolution on food supply and the environment in the developing world.




	a.SPS-5.D.1: The Green Revolution was characterized in agriculture by the use of high-yield seeds, increased use of chemicals, and mechanized farming.



	b.SPS-5.D.2: The Green Revolution had positive and negative impacts for both human populations and the environment.











Topic 5.6: Agricultural Production Regions


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.A: Explain how economic forces influence agricultural practices.




	a.PSO-5.A.1: Agricultural production regions are defined by the extent to which they reflect subsistence or commercial practices (monocropping or monoculture).



	b.PSO-5.A.2: Intensive and extensive farming practices are determined in part by land costs (bid-rent theory).











Topic 5.7: Spatial Organization of Agriculture


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.B: Explain how economic forces influence agricultural practices.




	a.PSO-5.B.1: Large-scale commercial agricultural operations are replacing small family farms.



	b.PSO-5.B.2: Complex commodity chains link production and consumption of agricultural products.



	c.PSO-5.B.3: Technology has increased economies of scale in the agricultural sector and the carrying capacity of the land.











Topic 5.8: Von Thunen Model


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.C: Describe how the von Thunen model is used to explain patterns of agricultural production at various scales.




	a.PSO-5.C.1: Von Thunen’s model helps to explain rural land use by emphasizing the importance of transportation costs associated with distance from the market; however, regions of specialty farming do not always conform to von Thunen’s concentric rings.











Topic 5.9: The Global System of Agriculture


PSO-5: Availability of resources and cultural practices influence agricultural practices and land-use patterns.




	
A.PSO-5.D: Explain the interdependence among regions of agricultural production and consumption.




	a.PSO-5.D.1: Food and other agricultural products are part of a global supply chain.



	b.PSO-5.D.2: Some countries have become highly dependent on one or more export commodities.



	c.PSO-5.D.3: The main elements of global food distribution networks are affected by political relationships, infrastructure, and patterns of world trade.











Topic 5.10: Consequences of Agricultural Practices


IMP-5: Agricultural production and consumption patterns vary in different locations, presenting different environmental, social, economic, and cultural opportunities and challenges.




	
A.IMP-5.A: Explain how agricultural practices have environmental and societal consequences.




	a.IMP-5.A.1: Environmental effects of agricultural land use include pollution, land-cover change, desertification, soil salinization, and conservation efforts.



	b.IMP-5.A.2: Agricultural practices—including slash and burn, terraces, irrigation, deforestation, draining wetlands, shifting cultivation, and pastoral nomadism—alter the landscape.



	c.IMP-5.A.3: Societal effects of agricultural practices include changing diets, the role of women in agricultural production, and economic purpose.











Topic 5.11: Challenges of Contemporary Agriculture


IMP-5: Agricultural production and consumption patterns vary in different locations, presenting different environmental, social, economic, and cultural opportunities and challenges.




	
A.IMP-5.B: Explain challenges and debates related to the changing nature of contemporary agriculture and food-production practices.




	a.IMP-5.B.1: Agricultural innovations such as biotechnology, genetically modified foods, and aquaculture have been accompanied by debates over sustainability, soil and water usage, reductions in biodiversity, and extensive fertilizer and pesticide use.



	b.IMP-5.B.2: Patterns of food production and consumption are influenced by movements related to individual food choice, such as urban farming, community-supported agriculture (CSA), organic farming, value-added specialty crops, fair trade, local-food movements, and dietary shifts.



	c.IMP-5.B.3: Challenges of feeding a global population include lack of food access, as in cases of food insecurity and food deserts; problems with distribution systems; adverse weather; and land use lost to suburbanization.



	d.IMP-5.B.4: The location of food-processing facilities and markets, economies of scale, distribution systems, and government policies all have economic effects on food-production practices.











Topic 5.12: Women in Agriculture


IMP-5: Agricultural production and consumption patterns vary in different locations, presenting different environmental, social, economic, and cultural opportunities and challenges.




	
A.IMP-5.C: Explain geographic variations in women’s roles in production and consumption.




	a.IMP-5.C.1: The role of women in food production, distribution, and consumption varies in many places depending on the type of production involved.
















Unit 6: Cities and Urban Land-Use Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): How do physical geography and resources impact the presence and growth of cities?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How are the attitudes, values, and balance of power of a population reflected in the built landscape?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): How are urban areas affected by unique economic, political, cultural, and environmental challenges?






Topic 6.1: The Origin and Influences of Urbanization


PSO-6: The presence and growth of cities vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and natural resources.




	
A.PSO-6.A: Explain the processes that initiate and drive urbanization and suburbanization.




	a.PSO-6.A.1: Site and situation influence the origin, function, and growth of cities.



	b.PSO-6.A.2: Changes in transportation and communication, population growth, migration, economic development, and government policies influence urbanization.











Topic 6.2: Cities Across the World


PSO-6: The presence and growth of cities vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and natural resources.




	
A.PSO-6.B: Explain the processes that initiate and drive urbanization and suburbanization.




	a.PSO-6.B.1: Megacities and metacities are distinct spatial outcomes of urbanization increasingly located in countries on the periphery and semiperiphery.



	b.PSO-6.B.2: Suburbanization, sprawl, and decentralization have created new land-use forms—including edge cities, exurbs, and boomburbs—and new challenges.











Topic 6.3: Cities and Globalization


PSO-6: The presence and growth of cities vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and resources.




	
A.PSO-6.C: Explain how cities embody processes of globalization.




	a.PSO-6.C.1: World cities function at the top of the world’s urban hierarchy and drive globalization.



	b.PSO-6.C.2: Cities are connected globally by networks and linkages and mediate global processes.











Topic 6.4: The Size and Distribution of Cities


PSO-6: The presence and growth of cities vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and resources.




	
A.PSO-6.D: Identify the different urban concepts such as hierarchy, interdependence, relative size, and spacing that are useful for explaining the distribution, size, and interaction of cities.




	a.PSO-6.D.1: Principles that are useful for explaining the distribution and size of cities include rank-size rule, the primate city, gravity, and Christaller’s central place theory.











Topic 6.5: The Internal Structure of Cities


PSO-6: The presence and growth of cities vary across geographical locations because of physical geography and resources.




	
A.PSO-6.E: Explain the internal structure of cities using various models and theories.




	a.PSO-6.E.1: Models and theories that are useful for explaining internal structure of cities include the Burgess concentric-zone model, the Hoyt sector model, the Harris and Ullman multiple-nuclei model, the galactic city model, bid-rent theory, and urban models drawn from Latin America, Southeast Asia, and Africa.











Topic 6.6: Density and Land Use


IMP-6: The attitudes and values of a population, as well as the balance of power within that population, are reflected in the built landscape.




	
A.IMP-6.A: Explain how low-, medium-, and high-density housing characteristics represent different patterns of residential land use.




	a.IMP-6.A.1: Residential buildings and patterns of land use reflect and shape the city’s culture, technological capabilities, cycles of development, and infilling.











Topic 6.7: Infrastructure


IMP-6: The attitudes and values of a population, as well as the balance of power within that population, are reflected in the built landscape.




	
A.IMP-6.B: Explain how a city’s infrastructure relates to local politics, society, and the environment.




	a.IMP-6.B.1: The location and quality of a city’s infrastructure directly affects its spatial patterns of economic and social development.











Topic 6.8: Urban Sustainability


IMP-6: The attitudes and values of a population, as well as the balance of power within that population, are reflected in the built landscape.




	
A.IMP-6.C: Identify the different urban design initiatives and practices.




	a.IMP-6.C.1: Sustainable design initiatives and zoning practices include mixed land use, walkability, transportation-oriented development, and smart-growth policies, including New Urbanism, greenbelts, and slow-growth cities.













	
B.IMP-6.D: Explain the effects of different urban design initiatives and practices.




	a.IMP-6.D.1: Praise for urban design initiatives includes the reduction of sprawl, improved walkability and transportation, improved and diverse housing options, improved livability, and promotion of sustainable options. Criticisms include increased housing costs, possible de facto segregation, and the potential loss of historical or place character.











Topic 6.9: Urban Data


IMP-6: The attitudes and values of a population, as well as the balance of power within that population, are reflected in the built landscape.




	
A.IMP-6.E: Explain how qualitative and quantitative data are used to show the causes and effects of geographic change within urban areas.




	a.IMP-6.E.1: Quantitative data from census and survey data provide information about changes in population composition and size in urban areas.



	b.IMP-6.E.2: Qualitative data from field studies and narratives provide information about individual attitudes toward urban change.











Topic 6.10: Challenges of Urban Changes


SPS-6: Urban areas face unique economic, political, cultural, and environmental challenges.




	
A.SPS-6.A: Explain causes and effects of geographic change within urban areas.




	a.SPS-6.A.1: As urban populations move within a city, economic and social challenges result, including issues related to housing and housing discrimination, such as redlining, blockbusting, and affordability; access to services; rising crime; environmental injustice; and the growth of disamenity zones or zones of abandonment.



	b.SPS-6.A.2: Squatter settlements and conflicts over land tenure within large cities have increased.



	c.SPS-6.A.3: Responses to economic and social challenges in urban areas can include inclusionary zoning and local-food movements.



	d.SPS-6.A.4: Urban renewal and gentrification have both positive and negative consequences.



	e.SPS-6.A.5: Functional and geographic fragmentation of governments—the way government agencies and institutions are dispersed between state, county, city, and neighborhood levels—presents challenges in addressing urban issues.











Topic 6.11: Challenges of Urban Sustainability


SPS-6: Urban areas face unique economic, political, cultural, and environmental challenges.




	
A.SPS-6.B: Describe the effectiveness of different attempts to address urban sustainability challenges.




	a.SPS-6.B.1: Challenges to urban sustainability include suburban sprawl, sanitation, climate change, air and water quality, the large ecological footprint of cities, and energy use.



	b.SPS-6.B.2: Responses to urban sustainability challenges can include regional planning efforts, remediation and redevelopment of brownfields, establishment of urban growth boundaries, and farmland protection policies.
















Unit 7: Industrial and Economic Development Patterns and Processes (12–17% of exam)


Big Ideas:




	1.Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO): Why does economic and social development happen at different times and at different rates in different places?



	2.Impacts and Interactions (IMP): How might environmental problems stemming from industrialization be remedied through sustainable development strategies?



	3.Spatial Patterns and Societal Change (SPS): Why has industrialization helped improve standards of living while also contributing to geographically uneven development?






Topic 7.1: The Industrial Revolution


SPS-7: Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated improvements in standards of living, but it has also contributed to geographically uneven development.




	
A.SPS-7.A: Explain how the Industrial Revolution facilitated the growth and diffusion of industrialization.




	a.SPS-7.A.1: Industrialization began as a result of new technologies and was facilitated by the availability of natural resources.



	b.SPS-7.A.2: As industrialization spread, it caused food supplies to increase and populations to grow; it allowed workers to seek new industrial jobs in the cities; and it changed class structures.



	c.SPS-7.A.3: Investors in industry sought out more raw materials and new markets, a factor that contributed to the rise of colonialism and imperialism.











Topic 7.2: Economic Sectors and Patterns


SPS-7: Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated improvements in standards of living, but it has also contributed to geographically uneven development.




	
A.SPS-7.B: Explain the spatial patterns of industrial production and development.




	a.SPS-7.B.1: The different economic sectors—including primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary—are characterized by distinct development patterns.



	b.SPS-7.B.2: Labor, transportation (including shipping containers), the break-of-bulk point, the least-cost theory, markets, and resources influence manufacturing locations (i.e., core, semiperiphery, and periphery locations).











Topic 7.3: Measures of Development


SPS-7: Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated improvements in standards of living, but it has also contributed to geographically uneven development.




	
A.SPS-7.C: Describe social and economic measures of development.




	a.SPS-7.C.1: Measures of social and economic development include Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP), and Gross National Income (GNI) per capita; sectoral structure of an economy, both formal and informal; income distribution; fertility rates; infant mortality rates; access to health care; use of fossil fuels and renewable energy; and literacy rates.



	b.SPS-7.C.2: Measures of gender inequality, such as the Gender Inequality Index (GII), include reproductive health, indices of empowerment, and labor-market participation.



	c.SPS-7.C.3: The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite measure used to show spatial variation among states in levels of development.











Topic 7.4: Women and Economic Development


SPS-7: Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated improvements in standards of living, but it has also contributed to geographically uneven development.




	
A.SPS-7.D: Explain how and to what extent changes in economic development have contributed to gender parity.




	a.SPS-7.D.1: The roles of women change as countries develop economically.



	b.SPS-7.D.2: Although there are more women in the workforce, they do not have equity in wages or employment opportunities.



	c.SPS-7.D.3: Microloans have provided opportunities for women to create small local businesses, which have improved standards of living.











Topic 7.5: Theories of Development


SPS-7: Industrialization, past and present, has facilitated improvements in standards of living, but it has also contributed to geographically uneven development.




	
A.SPS-7.E: Explain different theories of economic and social development.




	a.SPS-7.E.1: Rostow’s stages of economic growth, Wallerstein’s world system theory, dependency theory, and commodity-dependence theory are some of the theories that help explain variations in development.











Topic 7.6: Trade and the World Economy


PSO-7: Economic and social development happen at different times and rates in different places.




	
A.PSO-7.A: Explain causes and geographic consequences of recent economic changes, such as the increase in international trade, deindustrialization, and growing interdependence in the world economy.




	a.PSO-7.A.1: Complementarity and comparative advantage establish the basis for trade.



	b.PSO-7.A.2: Neoliberal policies, including free-trade agreements, have created new organizations, spatial connections, and trade relationships, such as the European Union (EU), World Trade Organization (WTO), Mercosur, and OPEC, that foster greater globalization.



	c.PSO-7.A.3: Government initiatives at all scales, including tariffs, may affect economic development.



	d.PSO-7.A.4: Global financial crises (e.g., debt crises), international lending agencies (e.g., the International Monetary Fund), and strategies of development (e.g., microlending) demonstrate how different economies have become more closely connected, even interdependent.











Topic 7.7: Changes as a Result of the World Economy


PSO-7: Economic and social development happen at different times and rates in different places.




	
A.PSO-7.B: Explain causes and geographic consequences of recent economic changes, such as the increase in international trade, deindustrialization, and growing interdependence in the world economy.




	a.PSO-7.B.1: Outsourcing and economic restructuring have led to a decline in jobs in core regions and an increase in jobs in newly industrializing countries.



	b.PSO-7.B.2: In countries outside the core, the growth of industry has resulted in the creation of new manufacturing zones—including special economic zones, free-trade zones, and export-processing zones—and the emergence of an international division of labor in which developing countries have lower-paying jobs.



	c.PSO-7.B.3: The contemporary economic landscape has been transformed by post-Fordist methods of production, multiplier effects, economies of scale, agglomeration, just-in-time delivery, the emergence of service sectors, high-technology industries, and growth poles.











Topic 7.8: Sustainable Development


IMP-7: Environmental problems stemming from industrialization may be remedied through sustainable development strategies.




	
A.IMP-7.A: Explain how sustainability principles relate to and impact industrialization and spatial development.




	a.IMP-7.A.1: Sustainable development policies attempt to remedy problems stemming from natural-resource depletion, mass consumption, the effects of pollution, and the impact of climate change.



	b.IMP-7.A.2: Ecotourism, tourism in natural environments—often environments that are threatened by looming industrialization or development—frequently helps to protect the environment in question while also providing jobs for the local population.



	c.IMP-7.A.3: The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals help measure progress in development of such projects as small-scale finance and public transportation projects.




















Strategies for Preparing for the AP Human Geography Exam



Outside of thoroughly studying the content described in the APHG course, the best way to prepare for the exam is by actually answering questions similar to those that you will see on test day. The following are strategies to help you become an effective test-taker, and we would advise you to practice these strategies while taking the practice tests provided in this study guide and online, such that these strategies essentially become second-nature for test day. As mentioned before, you will need to review and practice the new digital format using the Bluebook app.




Multiple-Choice Questions


When taking the multiple-choice section of the exam, be sure to answer each question.




	■When you reach a question you are not quite sure of, but think you can answer given more time, mark that question using the digital interface tool to come back to it when you are ready.



	■After you have answered all the questions you know for sure, go back to the questions you marked. If you can narrow down the choices to two possible responses, go ahead and make your best guess.



	■If time remains, scan through all the questions you marked and answer them.








Different Types of Multiple-Choice Questions


The following are different types of multiple-choice questions with examples of each type. stimulus-based questions make up close to half of all the multiple-choice questions. A stimulus question, like the one below, involves interpretation of a map, graph, cartoon, chart, or other bit of data. The remaining questions will be a mix of the other types. Preparing yourself for different ways of being tested on similar content will enhance your ability to effectively answer questions on test day.


STIMULUS-RESPONSE QUESTIONS: In these types of questions you are given a graph, cartoon, figure, map, or other bit of information that you must interpret before being able to correctly answer the question.


[image: This population pyramid reprsents the population in millions for Afghanistan in the year 2000. It is divided male/female, ages 0-4 all the way up to 80 +. The bars are longer on the bottom and get shorter on towards the top.]




	
1.Based on this population pyramid, which of the following statements accurately describes Afghanistan’s most likely population pyramid in 20 years?




	(A)While growth is currently very rapid, in 20 years, it will have begun to stabilize, causing the base to narrow.



	(B)Most likely, the population pyramid will resemble the current figure, as the current large base will begin reproducing, causing an even larger base.



	(C)The top of the pyramid will begin to widen as the death rate begins decreasing.



	(D)The pyramid will look less like a pyramid and more like a rectangle as the larger base move up and fills in the middle.



	(E)The bottom of the pyramid will be narrower than the type showing the successful implementation of strict population policy.











DEFINITIONAL: These types of questions tend to be factual and test you on your ability to define particular concepts, processes, models, or theories.




	
2.Which of the following best defines a functional region?




	(A)The boundary including all areas within the circulation of a particular newspaper



	(B)The boundary including all people who speak Creole in Louisiana



	(C)The boundary around gerrymandered voting districts



	(D)The boundary that includes the American “Deep South”



	(E)The boundary encompassing the United States of America











CAUSE-AND-EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS: With these types of questions, you will be given a cause and asked to determine the correct effect from the possible responses given.




	
3.As a country becomes increasingly developed, economic activities become dominant in which sector?




	(A)Primary sector



	(B)Tertiary sector



	(C)Non basic sector



	(D)Secondary sector



	(E)Basic sector











GENERALIZATION: In a generalization question, you will be given a specific event, process, model, or theory, and you must be able to identify the general principle that came about as a result of that event, process, model, or theory.




	
4.The von Thunen model describes agricultural activity as it takes place in relation to the market. Which of the following statements generally represents the agricultural landscape according to the model?




	(A)Agricultural activity is solely determined by the longevity of the agricultural product.



	(B)Goods that are expensive to transport and spoil quickly must be located closer to the market.



	(C)Smaller agricultural goods like beans, herbs, and berries will be grown closer to the market than bigger goods like pumpkins.



	(D)Animals will be located closer to the market, like grazing cattle and hens, because they are difficult to move.



	(E)Agricultural goods that require more inputs, such as fertilizers and pesticides, will be grown closer to the market.











SOLUTION TO A PROBLEM: Solution problems tend to be combination questions; in this case you must first know the definition of a particular concept before being able to effectively solve the problem.




	
5.Which of the following economic enterprises is the best example of a footloose industry?




	(A)Shoe store



	(B)Jewelry store



	(C)Dance company



	(D)Cheese factory



	(E)Big box store











HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION: In these types of questions, you put yourself in a hypothetical scenario and use your knowledge of certain principles to determine an appropriate response.




	
6.You decide to eat dinner at the local diner and get there right during the dinner rush when the restaurant is full of people. What is the most likely makeup of the group of diners?




	(A)You don’t recognize many of them so they must be mainly tourists, with a couple of familiar faces from the local area.



	(B)You don’t recognize too many faces, but they seem very neighborly so most of them probably come from the neighboring town because they don’t have a local diner, and the rest are from around town.



	(C)It’s probably about an equal mix of tourists, locals, and people from the neighboring towns.



	(D)You recognize most faces, but there are a few you don’t know, that are probably from the neighboring towns, and possibly a couple of tourists stopping through.



	(E)You probably don’t know most of the people since the diner is located at the intersection of two major freeways.











CHRONOLOGICAL PROBLEM: Chronological problems are simply those that draw on your memory of the time period of certain notable events.




TIP


To get more practice answering multiple-choice questions, search the online resources that accompany major introductory Human Geography textbooks. These sites almost always contain test banks with practice questions.







	
7.The Industrial Revolution took hold in England when?




	(A)Late 20th century



	(B)Late 19th century



	(C)Late 18th century



	(D)Early 20th century



	(E)Early 18th century











COMPARING/CONTRASTING CONCEPTS AND EVENTS: In these types of questions you are asked to compare two events, processes, models, or concepts. As you answer these types of questions, define the two terms, processes, or events being compared before even looking at your options. This will spare you a lot of confusion.




	
8.India’s population policy differs from China’s in that




	(A)they aren’t different; they both strictly enforce a one-child-per-couple policy.



	(B)India is much more stringent, forcefully implementing their population policy.



	(C)China strictly adheres to a national population policy with benefits for those who conform and punishments for those who don’t, while India does not really have a policy.



	(D)India encourages rather than forces couples to limit the number of children they have.



	(E)China allows provinces to determine local strategies for implementing national policy, while India has one strict policy that the entire nation must abide by.











NEGATIVE QUESTIONS: When answering negative questions, which are easily identified through the terms “not” or “except,” it is usually easier to determine all the true statements that have to be incorrect, leaving you with the one false statement.












Note


Negative questions rarely appear on the AP Human Geography exam.







	
9.All of the following are characteristics of agribusiness EXCEPT




	(A)it, in large part, has led to the demise of the American family farm.



	(B)it has incorporated production, consumption, and marketing into an integrated whole.



	(C)it has allowed for increased family market gardening.



	(D)it has transformed agricultural productivity such that agricultural activities yield much more than they have historically.



	(E)it often leads to monoculture forms of farming.
















Free-Response Questions


In Section II of the exam, the free-response questions each contain seven parts (a–g). One question will not have a stimulus, one question will have one stimulus (a graph, map, chart, picture, or reading), and one question will contain two stimuli. Each question will be worth 7 points (1 point/part, regardless of the difficulty of the part). Each of the seven parts will likely use one of five following task verbs:


COMPARE: Provide an explanation or description of the similarities and/or differences between two things.


For example: Compare a country that conforms to the rank-size rule of urban areas to a country that has a primate city pattern.


DEFINE: Provide a specific meaning for a given word, concept, or idea.


For example: Define the concept of distance decay.


DESCRIBE: Provide the relevant characteristics of a specified process or trend.


For example: Describe how the opening of China’s economy led to demographic shifts within China.


EXPLAIN: Provide information on how or why a pattern, process, or relationship occurs (use evidence or reasoning to support your explanation).


Please note: The word “explain” in a question stem can be one of the most important of the task verbs.


For example: Explain how a strict population policy, such as China’s former one-child-per-couple law, affects a country’s population pyramid.


IDENTIFY: Provide information on a specific pattern, process, or concept without elaboration or explanation.


For example: Identify one specific example of an effect of agribusiness on food production patterns in the United States.


When constructing your response, it is not necessary to provide the typical five-paragraph essay used in other humanities courses (introduction, paragraphs supporting the thesis statement, conclusion). Instead, you should focus on answering each of the three questions as directly and comprehensively as possible.


As you practice answering free-response questions, focus first on answering the question as accurately, clearly, and succinctly as possible. The readers are not evaluating you on your ability to construct an essay; they are simply looking for correct responses to each portion of the question! BULLET POINTS ARE NOT AWARDED POINTS. All responses must be in a sentence format. One-word responses are not acceptable even for an “Identify” prompt. This means that you can receive full points for a response that is NOT a constructed essay as long as it contains correct responses/examples to each of the question’s elements. Make sure to provide only the information necessary to answer the question. For example, if the question asks you to define and provide an example of a particular concept or feature, provide only one definition and one example, as the reader will look only at the first definition/example provided. Your response should be written neatly with complete sentences and correct grammar (this makes it much easier for your reader to understand your communication).


When preparing for this portion of the exam, it is always good practice to take time to construct a brief outline that directly corresponds to the question. This will ensure that you address all parts of the question, and it will likely help you maintain organization as you construct your response.







Taking and Scoring Practice Tests


The three practice tests in the book and the three online tests consist of 60 multiple-choice questions and three free-response questions, just like the real exam. In order to utilize these tests effectively, simulate the test experience as closely as possible when taking each one. In other words, be sure to take them in a quiet place where you can be disruption-free for a full two hours and 15 minutes. Once you feel you’ve adequately studied the material you needed to work on, you can take one of the practice tests at the end of the book to assess your improvements and areas that might still require greater review. You might consider saving the online tests (if applicable) until the end of your preparation time when you feel completely ready (i.e., how you should feel on test day). The diagnostic test is a good opportunity before getting into the material in this book to determine which concepts or theories need greater studying. In addition to using the tests to expose you to areas that need greater attention, also use them as an opportunity to apply the test-taking strategies described above and to learn how to pace yourself on both sections.


When scoring the tests, be sure to carefully read over the explanations for the multiple-choice questions you missed. Use the rubrics provided for each free-response question to score your responses more accurately. Then carefully compare your responses to the samples provided to understand areas where you need to improve. Finally, in order to get an idea of your overall score, you’ll have to crunch some numbers. Generally, if you feel you answered the free-response questions well, and you consistently answer 50–60% of the multiple-choice questions correctly, you can expect a minimum score of a 3; if you answer 65–75% correctly, you can expect a minimum score of a 4; and if you correctly answer 80–100% of the questions, you should be able to score a 5 on the exam. Remember, these are only score approximations. You might consider asking a teacher for feedback.











Commonly Asked Questions About the AP Human Geography Exam





Why Should I Take This Test?


First, in preparing for this test, you will be introduced to interesting material that you probably have not yet encountered during your high school experience. Preparation for the test exposes you to an exciting discipline that explains many of the processes occurring on the earth that you encounter on a daily basis. Secondly, preparing for the test provides you with an opportunity to improve your analytical and writing skills. Finally, if you do well on the test, you will be given Advanced Placement credit that may exempt you from having to take this course at a college or university, meaning you can get jump-started on your college career.







How Much Does It Cost to Take the Test?


The current fee for every AP test is $99.00. Many states and schools pay for students to take these tests. Be sure to check with your AP coordinator or high school counselor before paying the fee yourself. Fee reductions are available to students who require financial assistance. Check the following College Board web page https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/ordering-fees/exam-fees/federal-state-assistance for details on how to qualify.







Do All Colleges Accept the Scores?


Advanced Placement is awarded to you by colleges or universities, not by the College Board. The best way to find out about a college’s policy is to look in that institution’s catalog or on its website, or to contact the registrar’s office at the particular college or university you are interested in attending. Additionally, you can use the College Board website (www.collegeboard.org) to investigate each university’s policies. The College Board performs an annual survey and reports each college’s policies on its website.







What Materials Should I Bring with Me on Test Day?




	1.The device you are using to take the exam on. This can be a Mac or Windows laptop, iPad, or school-issued Chrome Book. If you do not have your own device, one will be provided for you.



	2.A photo I.D. if you do not attend the school where the test is being administered.



	3.Your school code—ask your AP coordinator if you are unsure. If you are home schooled, you will be given a code at the test.



	4.Black or blue ballpoint pens for writing on provided scrap paper.



	5.A watch to keep track of time.













Note


Do NOT bring devices such as cell phones or smart watches.







How Is the Test Graded?


Each portion of the test is worth about ½ of the student’s overall grade. The multiple-choice section is graded electronically by tallying the number of correct responses. To grade the free-response questions, each year in June a reading is held that convenes college faculty and secondary school AP teachers to score the responses. These readings are led by a Chief Reader (a college professor), who ensures a rigorous system for maintaining the reliability and validity of scoring across readers.


Once scores have been obtained for both the multiple-choice and free-response sections of the test, they are combined, and the total raw scores are converted to a composite score on the AP’s 5-point scale:
















	AP Grade


	Qualification











	5


	Extremely well qualified







	4


	Well qualified







	3


	Qualified







	2


	Possibly qualified







	1


	No recommendation










Grade distribution charts are available at AP Central (https://apcentral.collegeboard.org), as is information on how the grade boundaries for each AP grade are established. Most colleges or universities will accept a score of 4 or 5 for credit and placement. Scores of 1 and 2 are not accepted, and many universities will accept a 3 for credit and/or placement.







When Will I Get My Score?


AP Grade Reports are sent in July to the college(s) you designated on your answer sheet, to you, and to your high school. You are able to view your scores online and send them to additional institutions (for a small fee) at https://apscore.collegeboard.org.







If I Feel That I Performed Poorly, Can I Cancel the Test Score?


In order to have a grade canceled, AP Services must receive a signed letter requesting cancellation by June 15. The letter must be sent to:


AP ServicesP.O. Box 6671Princeton, NJ 08541-6671


Grade cancellation deletes an AP test grade permanently from your records. Grades may be canceled at any time. There is no fee for this service; however, your test fee is not refunded. The grade report that you and your school receive will indicate that the grade has been canceled.







How Do I Register to Take the Test?


The AP coordinator at your school is your best source for registering for the test and getting all the specific details of test date and location. If you do not have this resource, contact the College Board (https://apcentral.collegeboard.org), and they will guide you to the nearest location to register for the test.







When Is the Test Offered?


All AP tests, including the AP Human Geography test, are offered in May. Check the College Board website (https://apcentral.collegeboard.org) to find out the exact date of the test.







How Many Times Can I Take the Test?


You can take the test every year it is offered, but your grade report will include grades for every AP test you have taken, including scores for any repeated tests.







Are Copies of Old Tests Available?


The College Board does release copies of past AP Human Geography tests for a fee, and they can be purchased by phone (1-800-323-7155) or from their website. Additionally, if you go to the College Board website and navigate to the Human Geography Test page, sample multiple-choice questions along with the actual free-response questions from past years are available for free.







Should I Guess on the Test?


You should guess whenever you are not sure about any question. The College Board does note penalize you for incorrect answers. You gain points for every correct answer.







What If I Have More Questions?


If you still have questions about the test, the best source is the College Board website (www.collegeboard.org). If you cannot find the information you are looking for within the site, it is easy to contact the Board with any questions or concerns you might have about the test.














Additional Resources



These are sample texts that are on the College Board’s site under Course Audit.




	■Bednarz, Sarah, Mark Bockenhauer, and Frederik Hiebert. Human Geography: A Spatial Perspective. Boston, MA: National Geographic/Cengage Learning, 2020.



	■Bjelland, Mark, Daniel R. Montello, Jerome Fellman, Arthur Getis, and Judith Getis. Human Geography: Landscapes of Human Activities. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill, 2020.



	■Dorell, David and Joseph P. Henderson. Introduction to Human Geography. Dahlonega, GA: University of North Georgia, 2018.



	■Fouberg, Erin H. and Alexander B. Murphy. Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2020.



	■Hildebrant, Barbara, Max Lu, Kenneth Keller, and Roderick P. Neumann. Human Geography for the AP Course. New York, NY: W. H. Freeman, 2021.






Additionally, it would be helpful to have a good atlas on hand. The more you familiarize yourself with the geographic locations of specific places and their relative locations, the better your ability to effectively answer multiple-choice and free-response questions.


In addition to these suggestions, at the end of each chapter we have included a list of text materials relevant to the content area discussed within that chapter.




TIP


One great way to assure a better score on free-response questions is through inclusion of relevant examples or current events. By reading a major newspaper or news magazine on a weekly basis for a couple of months before the exam, and taking brief notes on the relevant articles, you will build up a substantial database of possible examples to highlight in your responses—you’ll be surprised at how often the concepts, processes, and theories of human geography surface in everyday events!







Resources


The following set of websites provides information relevant either to the test specifically (the College Board’s site) or to information that will help you strengthen your general knowledge of human geography. It is always important to have a good list of relevant resources.




www.apcentral.collegeboard.orgThe website for the test; as already mentioned throughout this chapter, you should definitely visit this site. Here you will find answers to any questions you might have about the test; additionally, you will find example multiple-choice questions AND the free-response questions and example answers for the last five years. You can also download the Bluebook app to get acquainted with the digital exam.


https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/This website is fantastic for obtaining general information on any country in the world.


www.census.govThe factfinder data provided on this website allow you to see spatial variation (at the county level) in nearly every variable measured by the census.


www.economist.comThe website that accompanies a good global news magazine. Visiting this website can provide you with some great examples of how human geography concepts and processes apply in current events across the globe.


https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/ap-human-geography/This website provides a variety of helpful materials from maps and brief interesting stories to lesson plans and projects that can help you strengthen your knowledge of different areas of human geography.
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		Figure 1.1 In 247 B.C.E., Eratosthenes calculated the circumference of the earth by measuring the sun’s angles on June 21st at Alexandria and Syene in modern-day Egypt. He measured the distance between the two cities and then, using basic geometry, computed Earth’s circumference to be 46,250 km, only about 175 km too long.



		Figure 1.2 This early world map was created by Ptolemy in the second century C.E., more than 1,200 years before Europeans reached the New World.



		Figure 1.3 Routes of four European sailors during the Age of Exploration



		Figure 1.4 Remote sensing includes the use of both airplanes and satellites to capture images of the earth’s surface.



		Figure 1.5 Geographic Information Systems unite multiple thematic layers to create one data-rich map.



		Figure 1.6 The discipline of human geography combines many subfields.



		Figure 1.7 The contiguous 48 states are frequently divided into about 10 major regions.



		Figure 1.8 South Florida is a relatively well-defined region, with recognizable borders and cohesive geographical characteristics.



		Figure 1.9 The Cartesian coordinate system uses both parallels and meridians. Meridians, or lines of longitude, originate at the prime meridian, centered on Greenwich, England.



		Figure 1.10 The 49th parallel forms a political boundary between the western United States and Canada, though it has no relationship to natural features.



		Figure 1.11 Throughout history, improvements in technology have “shrunk” the size of Earth in terms of the amount of time it takes to travel to distant places and communicate with distant people.



		Figure 1.12 Generally, when phenomena are close together in absolute distance, they tend to interact closely, whereas objects farther apart interact less. Of course, this general rule has many exceptions.



		Figure 1.13 Mercator projection



		Figure 1.14 Peters projection



		Figure 1.15 Fuller projection



		Figure 1.16 Population densities of midwestern states and Illinois by county. Notice that state-level categories obscure differences by county.



		Figure 1.17 Topographic maps use isolines to represent points of common elevation.



		Figure 1.18 A cartogram of world population. Countries that have the greatest populations are also depicted as being the largest in size.



		Figure 1.19 Cognitive map of Tampa, Florida, drawn by a former resident



		Figure 1.20 This preference map of the United States shows that most people would generally prefer to live on the West Coast or in New England.



		Figure 2.1 The world population began growing exponentially during the late 20th century, with particularly high rates of growth in the world’s less-developed countries. Global population will probably plateau sometime in the 21st century.



		Figure 2.2 World population growth since 1950 by region



		Figure 2.3 Population distribution percentage by world region



		Figure 2.4 Doubling time as a function of a population’s annual percentage increase



		Figure 2.5 When a population is growing exponentially, the rate of growth increases over time, whereas linear growth connotes a steady rate.



		Figure 2.6 The earth’s human population is currently growing exponentially. However, there are already signs that the global growth rate is slowing down, which confirms the predictions of many demographers.



		Figure 2.7 Life expectancy by country



		Figure 2.8 World fertility rate by country



		Figure 2.9 Infant mortality rate by country



		Figure 2.10 Crude birth rate by country



		Figure 2.11 Recent global flows of voluntary migration



		Figure 2.12 The slave trade of the Colonial Period resulted in a mass forced migration of Africans to the New World.



		Figure 2.13 In the 1830s, thousands of Native Americans were forced to migrate from their ancestral homelands in the southeastern United States to the High Plains. Their route is remembered as the Trail of Tears.



		Figure 2.14 All the countries that are significant sources of refugees are located in Africa and southern Asia.



		Figure 2.15 The Rust Belt of the Great Lakes region experienced economic woes during the 1970s and 1980s. Many migrants left the upper Midwest for a brighter future in the Sun Belt.



		Figure 2.16 The centroid, or geographic center, of the US population has moved progressively west during the past 200 years.



		Figure 2.17 Thomas Malthus predicted the population, which grows geometrically (exponentially), would eventually outpace food production, which grows arithmetically (linearly).



		Figure 2.18 The demographic transition model



		Figure 2.19 Population pyramids for three different countries: Kenya, the United States, and Denmark. Compare Kenya’s rapidly growing, youthful population to Denmark’s older, stable population.



		Figure 2.20 Population density by country



		Figure 3.1 This map depicts the world’s macrocultural regions—the geographic areas encompassed by different cultural realms around the globe.



		Figure 3.2 Linguistic diversity by country (high to low)



		Figure 3.3 The Indo-European language family represents just one of the world’s major language families, but its members include many of the languages spoken across the globe today.



		Figure 3.4 Indigenous languages are rapidly dying out across the globe, particularly in formerly colonized countries, as in Africa, where colonial languages wiped out many native tongues.



		Figure 3.5 Literacy in India. Literacy rates vary among countries, but they also vary within countries. India is an example of a country with widely varying literacy rates by region.



		Figure 3.6 The geographic distribution of the world’s major religions



		Figure 3.7 The geographic spread of Protestant denominations across the 48 contiguous states



		Figure 3.8 Islam originated in Saudi Arabia near Mecca and Medina and diffused originally through expansion diffusion to surrounding areas and then by relocation diffusion to Malaysia, Indonesia.



		Figure 3.9 Gender empowerment by country



		Figure 3.10 Miami, like many large coastal cities in the United States, demonstrates a strong ethnic diversity in the various neighborhoods that make up the urban landscape.



		Figure 3.11 This map depicts legal immigration into the United States from 1981 to 1990. As shown, the majority of immigrants from Central and South America came through Mexico.



		Figure 3.12 Country music has its origins in indigenous music that began in the southeastern United States, with different regions producing different types of music.



		Figure 4.1 Relationships among states and nations. Japan contains a relatively uniform nation within state boundaries; Canada exemplifies a multinational state with two official languages; the Arab nation extends across many states in northern Africa and the Middle East; and the Kurds have no state they can claim as their own—thus exemplifying a stateless nation.



		Figure 4.2 Canada, like the United States and Mexico, is organized by territory. Canada’s provinces are the rough equivalent of US states.



		Figure 4.3 In the 2000 US presidential election, George W. Bush won most of the states, but Al Gore picked up a few of the most populous and urbanized states, including New York and California. At the county level the pattern looks different, and we can see that some states were nearly evenly divided. What other interesting patterns can you detect?



		Figure 4.4 North Carolina’s proposed 12th Congressional District was the subject of a 1996 Supreme Court case in which white voters claimed that the district was drawn specifically to consolidate the African American vote.



		Figure 4.5 Politically and militarily strategic places in the current geopolitical system. New Orleans has lost much of the geopolitical significance it had during the 19th century.



		Figure 4.6 Nebulous land claims on Antarctica conform to lines of longitude and have little relationship to physical features or human impacts.



		Figure 4.7 The shaded areas represent the British Empire at its colonial apex.



		Figure 4.8 The heartland of Sir Halford Mackinder and the rimland of Nicholas Spykman



		Figure 5.1 The Fertile Crescent



		Figure 5.2 Dominant agricultural activities in the United States



		Figure 5.3 The hearths of early agriculture and the initial diffusion of plant and animal domestication



		Figure 5.4 This map demonstrates the increases in yields in Asia as a result of the Green Revolution. While increased yields of both wheat and rice certainly helped support expanding populations in these regions, the Green Revolution also forced many local farmers to abandon their farms.



		Figure 5.5 This map depicts the routes taken by herders across the globe as they move their flocks from summer to winter pastures for grazing.



		Figure 5.6 The principal wheat-growing areas across the globe



		Figure 5.7 The geographic distribution of Mediterranean agriculture, plantation agriculture, and livestock ranching. Ranching tends to occur in midlatitude climates, while Mediterranean agriculture dominates moderate coastal climates, and plantations flourish in tropical coastal regions.



		Figure 5.8 Agricultural activity that generates goods that are expensive to transport or perish quickly occurs closer to the market, whereas goods that do not require expensive transport and maintain a longer shelf life are produced on land farther from the central city.



		Figure 5.9 The mismanagement of soil has caused massive soil degradation across the globe.



		Figure 6.1 The towns and cities of Europe in 1350



		Figure 6.2 The ancient city of Tenochtitlan once existed as a world center of wealth and culture. It deteriorated after colonization and now houses one of the world’s most populous and polluted cities—Mexico City. The ancient city was built on an island in Lake Texcoco, which has become a landfill, currently housing most of the poor population of Mexico City.



		Figure 6.3 The rapid growth of Chicago’s population from 1870 to 1930. As seen on the graph, the city continued its pattern of rapid growth even after 1930.



		Figure 6.4 Gateway cities almost exclusively occupy key coastal positions, providing tremendous ports of entry for immigrants, as well as corridors for trade and distribution.



		Figure 6.5 Typical Latin American cities contain a central business district at their core, with both rings and sectors segregating a variety of residential and commercial activities.



		Figure 6.6 Three different models urban geographers have developed to explain the variety of forms urban environments can take in terms of the locations of different urban activities.



		Figure 6.7 The star in the middle represents the center of a city, which has the greatest market area or hexagon encompassing its bounds. Moving down in geographic scale, each type of center requires a smaller population to be economically sustainable. Thus, at the level of the hamlet, an economic function such as a gas station may be profitable, whereas the city’s market area can support higher-order activities such as professional sporting events.



		Figure 6.8 The United States demonstrates the megalopolis phenomenon in several areas as neighboring metropolitan areas continually spread out and form an even larger urban complex.



		Figure 6.9 Since World War II, most of the world’s urban growth can be attributed to peripheral and semiperipheral regions where the majority of the world’s megacities expand their numbers on a daily basis.



		Figure 6.10 Cities in developing regions of the world, commonly megacities, will soon be the most highly populated cities on the globe, with the exception of Tokyo.



		Figure 7.1 Diffusion of the Industrial Revolution from its hearth in central Britain



		Figure 7.2 Export-processing zones



		Figure 7.3 Mexico’s maquiladoras, or industrial export-processing zones, are located along the border with the United States.



		Figure 7.4 Not all offshore financial centers are actually offshore. However, they all provide a variety of incentives for companies to conduct banking and other financial transactions within their borders.



		Figure 7.5 Rostow’s stages-of-development model caricatures the development of national economies by depicting them as passing through five stages, from traditional societies to high mass consumption.



		Figure 7.6 Gross Domestic Product by country



		Figure 7.7 Human Development Index by country



		Figure 7.8 The global core, periphery, and semiperiphery by country, 1800 to 2000



		Figure 7.9 Agglomerations of various economic activities in the United States



		Figure 7.10 Principal manufacturing regions of the United States. Since the 1970s, the Great Lakes region, now known as the Rust Belt, has lost much of its former economic vitality.



		Figure 7.11 The economic core region of China hugs the country’s eastern coast.



		Figure 7.12 National parks of Costa Rica
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