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  Introduction

  Let’s get it out of the way. Cleveland is no longer the “Mistake on the Lake.” Case in point—Johnny Carson no longer hosts The Tonight Show, Dennis “Boy Mayor” Kucinich is no longer at City Hall, and the Cuyahoga River has been fire-free since 1969.

  No, Cleveland might not be what comes to mind when you think of a place with great hiking. But it should be. There’s a reason our parks system has been dubbed the Emerald Necklace. Cuyahoga Valley National Park and the surrounding Cleveland, Lake, Geauga, and Summit County parks decorate our incredible region with a constantly changing tapestry that can make any hiker fall in love with nature all over again.

  [image: Erie Street Cemetery’s 19th-century Gothic gateway greets you off East 9th Street across from the ballpark. Veterans from the Revolutionary through Spanish-American wars are buried here.]

  [image: Boardwalks such as these will occasionally (ultimately rarely) pop up throughout this book.]

  This book came about because Cleveland is, unfortunately, often excluded. People know about us for all the wrong reasons, namely sports misery. But there is more to this city, this region, than sports and the latest headline from someone who parachuted in for the week.

  While in Chicago for a wedding, I noticed a selection of local books that included a Best Hikes Near Chicago. Curious as to whether a Cleveland book existed, I scribbled a note and vowed to do the necessary research when I returned home. Sure enough, Falcon had published no such book. Other hiking guides exist for the Cleveland area, but none with an emphasis on urban hikes. As young professionals, families, and empty nesters alike continue to refill American cities, I thought it important to offer readers a hiking experience with the heart of the city being covered. Living in downtown Cleveland, I knew what neighborhoods were crying out for an urban hike and which hikes to include outside of the city that wouldn’t prove much of a drive. That’s what this book is—a hiking guide from the heart of the Forest City.

  The trails offered in this book are as diverse as you’d find in areas more generally thought of as hiking towns. There are no mountains, but we have plenty of rolling hills, waterfalls, ravines, easy limestone trail, and rugged backpacking terrain to cover. By the end, you’ll know why we Clevelanders lovingly refer to our humble abode on the shores of Lake Erie as the best location in the nation.

  Weather

  Cleveland experiences all four seasons. In fact, area residents take sadistic pride in the region’s ability to welcome all four seasons in a single week. Generally speaking, hikers can expect a little of everything in Cleveland. Summers are generally pleasant, but hot spells can certainly overcome the region. But these are easily avoided with morning or evening hikes. Hikers are welcome to use their smartphones to monitor the weather, but Northeast Ohio is an unpredictable beast. More than a few of these hikes were completed under very wet “0 percent chance of rain” conditions. Suffice it to say, it doesn’t hurt to keep an eye on the clouds. Fall brings hikers out of the woodwork (no pun intended) to admire the changing colors. Expect crisp mornings and evenings. Afternoons, too, can be quite chilly if under the cover of trees. Come winter, hikers will usually see plenty of snow accumulation, though climate change has made what was once predictable completely unpredictable. Case in point, 2011– 2012 (when the first edition of this book was published) saw one of Cleveland’s least snowy winters on record. The winter of 2016–2017 managed to beat that record by several inches. Finally, expect plenty of muddy hiking in the rainy Cleveland spring. But it’s worth it to see the flowers coming out to bloom. Some might not enjoy our constantly changing weather or our often-incorrect weather forecasts; but look on the bright side: hikers can experience all forty hikes in drastically different conditions, offering an entirely different experience. Not bad.

  Flora and Fauna

  Flora

  Variety is the key word for the best hikes near Cleveland. The Cuyahoga Valley is composed of approximately 80 percent mixed-mesophytic forest with oaks, maples, and beeches filling in around the Emerald Necklace. Thousands of plant species populate the area with bluebells, bloodroot, and spring beauty decorating the forest in spring and goldenrod popping up in the summer. Cuyahoga Valley National Park alone has twenty-one state-listed rare plant species. These include grasses, sedges, shrubs, and wildflowers. Pines and spruces also populate the trails in addition to the occasional man-made addition. Of course, a place like the Holden Arboretum will offer the best bang for your flora buck. In all, the Greater Cleveland area offers an incredible mosaic of nature’s work for hikers to enjoy.

  Fauna

  Forests, rivers, streams, ravines, and wetlands naturally draw plenty of fauna to the region for nourishment and shelter. White-tailed deer is perhaps most noticeably abundant in the region with chipmunks, squirrels, and rabbits rounding out the mammal population. In select areas hikers can find the rare garden or water snake lurking about. Untold amounts of different bird species call Northeast Ohio’s parks home with 280 alone in the tiny Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve. Suffice it to say, many of the parks listed in this book are worthy of a birding pilgrimage.

  [image: Holden Arboretum has perhaps the greatest variety of trails within one hike in this book.]

  Wilderness Restrictions/Regulations

  Urban hikes take place entirely within the city limits of Cleveland, but Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, Edgewater, Forest Hill, and the Lake View Cemetery portion of the Little Italy hike have their own respective management systems. Cleveland Metroparks and Cuyahoga Valley National Park manage a majority of the remaining hikes with Metro Parks, Serving Summit County, Geauga Parks District, and Lake Metroparks covering some of the rest. The cities of Mentor, Hudson, and Stow each manage one of their own hikes within this book. In all, these are impressively run organizations with excellent facilities. Cleveland Metroparks, in fact, recently took over control of Edgewater from the state with overwhelming popular support. Simply put, Northeast Ohioans love their parks.

  Camping is limited within these parks, though there are possibilities. Hikers would be smart to consult with the respective park system before pitching a tent. The Stanford House, part of the Buckeye Trail overnight hike (Hike 40), is a favorite stopping ground.

  All hikes except Holden Arboretum are free to the public. The Buckeye Trail, too, is free, but reserving a space at the Stanford House does cost.

  Overall, the parks are very welcoming of all, and any existing rules or regulations will not get in the way of enjoying the hikes.

  Getting Around Cleveland

  Area Codes

  The Cleveland and Cuyahoga County area code is 216. The Lake and Geauga County area codes are 440, and 330 covers Summit County.

  Roads

  The best hikes selected in this book are no more than a 45-minute drive with many closer. Urbanites and tourists who tend to stay downtown will be pleased to know that the urban hikes are especially accessible by foot, bike, or public transit. Most other hikes will require a car. I-90 and OH 2 are used for eastern hikes and I-77 for southern hikes. The latter occasionally combines with I-480 to travel slightly southeast.

  By Air

  Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport (CLE) is accessible via I-71, 12 miles away from downtown Cleveland. The Greater Cleveland Regional Transportation Authority serves the airport, connecting visitors to downtown by rail without any transfers.

  By Rail

  Cleveland is served by AMTRAK and the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority.

  By Bus

  Greyhound and Megabus are stationed in the downtown area. Nearby travelers in the Greater Akron area can use Metro.

  Visitor Information

  For general Information on Cleveland, visit Destination Cleveland, www.thisiscleveland.com.


  How to Use This Guide

  Take a close enough look, and you’ll find that this guide contains just about everything you’ll ever need to choose, plan for, enjoy, and survive a hike near Cleveland. Stuffed with useful Cleveland-area information, Best Hikes Cleveland features forty mapped and cued hikes. Here’s an outline of the book’s major components:

  Each section begins with an introduction to the region, in which you’re given a look at the lay of the land. Each hike then starts with a short summary of the hike’s highlights. These quick overviews give you a taste of the hiking adventures to follow. You’ll learn about the trail terrain and what surprises each route has to offer.

  Following the overview you’ll find the hike specs: quick, nitty-gritty details of the hike. Most are self-explanatory, but here are some details on others:

  Distance: The total distance of the recommended route—one-way for loop hikes, the round-trip on an out-and-back or lollipop hike, point-to-point for a shuttle. Options are additional.

  Approximate hiking time: The average time it will take to cover the route. It is based on the total distance, elevation gain, and condition and difficulty of the trail. Your fitness level will also affect your time.

  Difficulty: Each hike has been assigned a level of difficulty. The rating system was developed from several sources and personal experience. These levels are meant to be a guideline only, and hikes may prove easier or harder for different people depending on ability and physical fitness.

  Trail surface: General information about what to expect underfoot.

  Best season: General information on the best time of year to hike.

  Other trail users: Such as horseback riders, mountain bikers, inline skaters, and so on.

  Canine compatibility: Know the trail regulations before you take your dog hiking with you. Dogs are not allowed on several trails in this book.

  Land status: National forest, county open space, national park wilderness, and so forth.

  Fees and permits: Whether you need to carry any money with you for park entrance fees and permits.

  Schedule: When the route is open to the public and when it is restricted or closed.

  Maps: This is a list of other maps to supplement the maps in this book. USGS maps are the best source for accurate topographical information, but the local park map may show more recent trails. Use both.

  Trail contacts: This is the location, phone number, and website URL for the local land manager(s) in charge of all the trails within the selected hike. Before you head out, get trail access information, or contact the land manager after your visit if you see problems with trail erosion, damage, or misuse.

  The Finding the Trailhead section gives you dependable driving directions to where you’ll want to park. The Hike is the meat of the chapter. Detailed and honest, it’s a carefully researched impression of the trail. It also often includes lots of area history, both natural and human. Under Miles and Directions, mileage cues identify all turns and trail name changes, as well as points of interest. Options are also given for many hikes to make your journey shorter or longer depending on the amount of time you have. The Hike Information section provides information on local events and attractions, restaurants, hiking tours, and hiking organizations.

  Don’t feel restricted to the routes and trails that are mapped here. Be adventurous and use this guide as a platform to discover new routes for yourself. One of the simplest ways to begin this is to just turn the map upside down and hike any route in reverse. The change in perspective is often fantastic, and the hike should feel quite different. With this in mind, it’ll be like getting two distinctly different hikes on each map. For your own purposes, you may wish to copy the route directions onto a small sheet of paper to help you while hiking, or photocopy the map and cue sheet to take with you. Otherwise, just slip the whole book in your backpack and take it all with you. Enjoy your time in the outdoors and remember to pack out what you pack in.

  [image: Geologists will love Metro Parks’s Gorge Trail with some of the more fascinating rock formations in the region.]

  How to Use The Maps

  Overview map: This map shows the location of each hike in the area by hike number.

  Route map: This is your primary guide to each hike. It shows all of the accessible roads and trails, points of interest, water, landmarks, and geographical features. It also distinguishes trails from roads, and paved roads from unpaved roads. The selected route is highlighted, and directional arrows point the way.


 [image: Map Legend]


 Trail Finder
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  Urban Cleveland

  These hikes are all within the City of Cleveland, but offer a mix of neighborhood and park hikes. You’ll traverse through some of the city’s most historic neighborhoods, including Downtown, a world-class Little Italy, blue-collar turning hipster Tremont, and the bustling streets of Ohio City—home of the world famous West Side Market. Farther out, but still conveniently in the city, you’ll find Edgewater Park along the shining shores of Lake Erie, the short but sweet Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, and Forest Hill where Mr. Monopoly John D. Rockefeller used to call home.

  [image: The redesigned Public Square as seen from the Terminal Tower Observation Deck Cleveland Public Square]

   





1Downtown Hike




  See the heart of Northeast Ohio in almost 6 miles worth of urban hiking through Cleveland’s Downtown neighborhood. Statues, public art, and historic buildings line the streets as you pass through Public Square, the East Fourth District, the renowned Playhouse Square Theatre District, Cleveland State University, scenic Voinovich Park, and the Warehouse District, finishing just past Settler’s Landing where founder Moses Cleaveland and his crew first set foot in 1796.

  

  Start: At the northern quadrant of Public Square at the Tom L. Johnson statue

Distance: 5.7 miles

Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

Difficulty: Easy

Trail surface: Paved sidewalks

Best season: Year-round

Other trail users: Bicycles

Canine compatibility: Dogs permitted

Land status: Public

Fees and permits: None

Schedule: Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Maps: www.thisiscleveland.com

Trail contacts: This Is Cleveland; (216) 875-6680; www.thisiscleveland.com

Finding the trailhead: From Tower City Center, walk to the northern quadrant of Public Square to the Tom L. Johnson statue. GPS: N 41 29' 59.604" / W 81 41' 40.3224"



The Hike

  Downtown Cleveland can hardly be properly encapsulated in one hike or one chapter, but we’ll give it a shot.

  You’ll begin your nearly 6-mile urban hike in front of the Tom L. Johnson statue on Public Square. The square itself is where city founder Moses Cleaveland (no, that’s not a typo) declared the birthplace of a new American city. The aforementioned Johnson is widely considered to be this city’s greatest mayor in history. Naturally, it’s the start of one of the best hikes in this book.

  Heading east past the square, you’ll quickly come to the Fountain of Eternal Life, a memorial to Clevelanders who served in World War II. From there you’ll move onward to East 6th Street to connect to Euclid Avenue, Cleveland’s main street, to reach the heart of Downtown’s entertainment and nightlife—the East Fourth District. This is a pedestrians-only thoroughfare featuring some of the best restaurants in the city.

  After hiking through, you’ll continue east toward East 9th Street for a hike through the historic and leafy Erie Street Cemetery. Here, you’re greeted with a beautiful gothic stone façade just across the street from where the Cleveland Indians play ball.

  When you come through the cemetery, you’ll turn back north to hike through the Playhouse Square Theatre District. City boosters would be quick to mention that this is the largest theater complex outside of New York City. Comparisons aside, it’s simply a gem of Cleveland history that thankfully avoided the wrecking ball in the 1970s.

  [image: An aerial view of Cleveland's redesigned Public Square Destination Cleveland]

  As you continue east, you’ll walk through the largely revitalized campus of Cleveland State University, once a haven for crime but thanks to the university’s efforts now a welcomed neighbor of Downtown Cleveland.

  Your next sight after hiking west along the northern portion of Cleveland State is Perk Plaza, an urban park nestled in the corner of East 12th and Chester Avenue. Come on a summer Wednesday afternoon for live music and food trucks as far as the eye can see.

  Next you’ll wind your way up north on East 9th for over 0.5 mile, past the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame to reach Voinovich Park. Named after a former mayor of Cleveland, governor, and senator whose popularity rivals that of Tom L. Johnson, the park offers some of the best views of Lake Erie and the Cleveland skyline. Coincidentally, it also happens to be home to the city’s annual Pride parade.

  When finished at the park, you’ll backtrack briefly on East 9th toward Lakeside Avenue where you’ll hike southwest past the city’s government buildings and the Free Stamp—a public piece of art Clevelanders find themselves divided on. Nevertheless, it’s there for you to either admire or laugh at.

  Just past Fort Huntington Park’s statue of a triumphant Jesse Owens, a Cleveland native, you’ll enter the city’s Warehouse District. If you enjoy cacophonous club music with intoxicated individuals stumbling about through the late hours of the night, this is the place to be. But in the daytime, it’s a lovely slice of walkable urbanism in the heart of the city. You’ll hike through this tiny Downtown neighborhood en route to the Flats—a neighborhood that used to be what the Warehouse District is today. After losing business just up the street to the Warehouse District, the Flats suffered from a couple of decades of neglect. Now revitalization efforts are well under way. But regardless of its state, it’s worth hiking through to the banks of the Cuyahoga River to Settler’s Landing Park. As the name indicates, this is where Moses Cleaveland and his surveying party first landed in what we now know as the City of Cleveland.

  [image: A statue of Moses Cleaveland]

  
  MOSES CLEAVELAND

  You might be wondering why the city’s namesake is continually spelled “Cleaveland” and not “Cleveland.” Surely this is an oversight or some sort of humorously reoccurring typo, yes?

  Actually, the Revolutionary War veteran, politician, and surveyor from Connecticut did indeed spell his name with an extra “a.” It’s the city itself that is technically spelled wrong.

  Explanations vary for the name change from Cleaveland to Cleveland, but the most popular tale revolves around the city’s first newspaper, the Cleveland Advertiser, launched in 1830. The paper’s editor allegedly found his paper headline too long for the space allowed and decided to remove a letter to fit the city name onto the newspaper. Seeing the city spelled “Cleveland” in the city’s lone newspaper, residents came to accept that as the correct spelling.

  Another, perhaps more likely scenario, is that Moses Cleaveland’s surveying party simply misspelled the name of their future town on a map. Either way, Moses Cleaveland retired to his home in Connecticut after founding the city, never to return again. So chances are, his posthumous feelings haven’t been hurt too badly.

  

  Your hike drawing to an end, you’ll climb uphill away from the Cuyahoga River after you’re finished admiring the “crooked river” for its comeback from flammable hazard to a picturesque waterway.

  Now on your final leg on Superior Avenue, you’ll hike east back toward where you started on Public Square. Just as you finish, you’ll get a better look at the wonderfully ornate Terminal Tower sitting atop Tower City Center on your right. It’s a beautiful way to end this scenic urban hike through one of the country’s most underappreciated downtowns.

Miles and Directions





  	0.0
	Start at the northern quadrant of Public Square in front of the Tom L. Johnson statue. From here, hike northeast on Rockwell Avenue.



  	0.1
	Bear left (north) to take the diagonal path onto the Cleveland Mall toward the Fountain of Eternal Life. You’re going to hike around the fountain clockwise, ending the loop by taking the southern path back to Rockwell Avenue. From here, continue hiking northeast toward East 6th Street.



  	0.3
	Turn right (south) down East 6th Street, past the Cleveland Public Library en route to Euclid Avenue.




[image: Downtown Hike]





  	0.5
	Turn right (west) onto Euclid Avenue toward East 4th Street. At East 4th you’ll be in front of the historic Cleveland Arcade. Cross the street heading south down East 4th—a pedestrians-only thoroughfare.



  	0.7
	Hike through East 4th to Prospect Avenue where you’ll turn left (east) for approximately 0.2 mile.



	0.9
	Turn right (southeast) on East 9th.



	1.1
	Turn left (northeast) to hike through the gates of the Erie Street Cemetery. The entire cemetery is approximately 0.2 mile long to the opposite end where it opens up to East 14th Street.



  	1.3
	Take a sharp left (northwest) onto East 14th Street toward the Playhouse Square Theatre District. You’ll hike past Prospect Avenue en route to Euclid Avenue.



  	1.5
	Turn right (east) onto Euclid Avenue to hike through the Playhouse Square Theatre District and the Cleveland State University Campus.



  	1.9
	Turn left (north) onto East 22nd Street toward Chester Avenue.



  	2.0
	From here you’ll turn left (west) onto Chester Avenue past a softball field, tennis courts, and the old Greyhound Station on your way to Perk Plaza on East 12th Street.



  	2.5
	Turn right (northwest) to hike through Perk Plaza.



	2.6
	Just a block past the northern end of Perk Plaza, you’ll turn left (southwest) onto Superior Avenue to hike toward East 9th Street.



  	2.8
	Turn right (northwest) onto East 9th Street toward the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Voinovich Park. This will be an approximately 0.7 mile hike to the park where the trail comes to a dead-end.



  	3.5
	Arrive at Voinovich Park on the shores of Lake Erie with the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame just south. Hike the park counter-clockwise. When you’re finished, hike back south on East 9th Street.



  	4.2
	Turn right (southwest) onto Lakeside Avenue to hike past the Free Stamp, government buildings, and the northern end of the Cleveland Mall.



  	4.7
	Turn left (southeast) onto West 6th Street past Bob Golic’s Sports Bar and Grille for a couple of blocks.



  	4.9
	Take a right (southwest) to hike onto St. Clair Avenue.



	5.0
	At W. 9th and St. Clair, you’ll come to a steep downhill. Hike down here into the Flats neighborhood of Cleveland, toward the Cuyahoga River. Continue straight at the bottom of the hill, cross the train tracks, and arrive at the banks of the Cuyahoga River.



  	5.1
	Turn left (southeast) to hike along the banks of the river, also known as Settler’s Landing Park.



  	5.3
	Take a sharp left (north) onto Settler’s Landing Walkway, and take the first right (east) uphill onto Superior Avenue. You will take this for the remaining 0.4 mile back to where you started in front of the Tom L. Johnson statue on Public Square.



  	5.7
	Arrive back at the statue on Public Square to end your hike.




Hike Information

  Local Information

  Destination Cleveland; (216) 875-6680; www.thisiscleveland.com

  Restaurants

  Chinato; (216) 298-9080; www.chinatocleveland.com

  Chocolate Bar; (216) 622-2626; www.originalchocolatebar.com

  Cowell & Hubbard; (216) 479-0555; www.cowellhubbard.com

  The Greenhouse Tavern; (216) 443-0551; www.thegreenhousetavern.com

  Johnny’s Downtown; (216) 623-0055; www.johnnyscleveland.com

  La Strada; (216) 861-3663; www.lastradacleveland.com

  Lola; (216) 621-5652; www.lolabistro.com

  Nauti Mermaid; (216) 771-6175; thenautimermaid.com

  Pickwick & Frolic; (216) 241-7425; www.pickwickandfrolic.com

  Sushi 86; (216) 621-8686; www.sushi86.com

  Teahouse Noodles; (216) 623-9139; www.teahousenoodlescleveland.com

  Zocalo; (216) 781-0420; www.zocalocleveland.com

  Hike Tours

  Cleveland Hiking Club; www.clevelandhikingclub.org

  Cleveland Metroparks; (216) 635-3200; www.clevelandmetroparks.com

  NEOHiking; www.meetup.com/NEOHiking

  Take a Hike Tours; www.clevelandgatewaydistrict.com

  GREEN TIP

  Littering is especially noticeable on urban hikes. If you see someone throwing trash on the sidewalk, muster up some courage and ask the person not to.





2Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve Lollipop Trail




  Ornithologists, prepare to change your shorts. This urban nature preserve has over 280 bird species in addition to diverse plant and mammal populations. Add the scenic overlook promising a beautiful juxtaposition of the city’s modern skyline and traditional manufacturing industry for a hike that’s more than a worthy addition to any Cleveland hiker’s itinerary.



Start: At the northwestern corner of the parking lot in front of the nature center on mulch trail

Distance: 1.3 miles

Approximate hiking time: 30 minutes

Difficulty: Easy

Trail surface: Mix of mulch, dirt, and grassy trail

Best season: Year-round

Other trail users: None

Canine compatibility: Sorry, no dogs allowed

Land status: Public

Fees and permits: None

Schedule: Open daylight hours year-round

Maps: Port of Cleveland; (216) 241-8004; www.portofcleveland.com

Trail contacts: Port of Cleveland; (216) 241-8004; www.portofcleveland.com

Finding the trailhead: From Cleveland, take OH 2 East toward I-90 for approximately 1.7 miles when it will merge with I-90 East. Continue for another 2 miles and take exit 177 for Martin Luther King Junior Drive. Turn left onto Martin Luther King Junior Drive and continue onto Lake Shore Boulevard. The parking lot will be on the left. GPS: N 41 32' 30.2922" / W 81 37' 45.3576"



The Hike

  What makes a brisk 1.3-mile hike qualify to be one of the forty best hikes near a major city like Cleveland? An overlook and scenery you won’t soon forget.

  The Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve rightly describes itself as a unique urban wildlife haven on Lake Erie. While you might naturally think 1.3 miles of man-made trails will be moderately interesting at best, the preserve’s lollipop loop actually (and surprisingly) yields a substantial amount of diversity and wilderness you wouldn’t expect to find within eyesight of the city.

  You begin in front of the Lakefront Metroparks Office, hiking on the mulch trailhead that begins at the northwestern corner of the parking lot. This trail will quickly wind behind the nature center, reaching a metal gate within the first 0.1 mile. Here you can log your name and arrival, an opportunity you will not find at any other trail within this book.

  Continuing through the gate, you’ll quickly find yourself immersed in natural surroundings more reminiscent of a backcountry escape than an urban trek. More than 280 species of birds, twenty-nine species of butterflies, sixteen species of mammals (red fox, coyote, mink, and deer), two species of reptiles, twenty-six plant species, and nine species of trees and shrubs have been identified over time by various researchers. It seems worth noting again that, yes, this is indeed just 5 miles away from the city center. The preserve is easily one of the more unexpected gems in a city full of surprises to travelers and locals alike.

  [image: View from the overlook of Cleveland’s skyline with a hint of the city’s Rust Belt history joining in]

  Grassy trails take up a majority of the first out-and-back leg that you’ll traverse again upon your return. Before long (this is an incredibly short hike, after all), you’ll arrive back onto mulch-covered trail that amasses to a small hill at the fork in the trail. Ahead lies the loop of the Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, which can be conquered in either direction. For the purposes of the book, we’re heading counter-clockwise by following the mulch trail northeast back onto mixed trail. This will quickly wind into a straight, northwestern shot toward Lake Erie where you’ll turn left to hike along the coast.

  This area, covered in high grasses and the sounds of chatterbox birds, will lead to the overlook junction. This is another brief, out-and-back hike to the western corner of the nature preserve and the main reason you’re doing this hike to begin with. Follow signs for the overlook where you’ll be treated to amazing, panoramic views of the Cleveland skyline and Lake Erie. Even better for history and Rust Belt nerds is the noteworthy presence of an old factory standing proudly south as if it’s trying to join the skyline (though in reality the building is actually northeast of the city). For urbanites, this might be the best overlook in the book.

  When you’re finished standing in awe, you’ll finish your loop by returning to the overlook junction (again, we’re talking spitting distance) and turning right to head back to your mulch-covered junction where you started the loop. From here, simply repeat the stick portion of the lollipop to wind back to the gate behind the nature center where you’ll be just 0.1 mile from finishing your hike.

  In all, you might be a skeptic at first glimpse considering the trail’s meager distance. Perhaps you might want to combine the lollipop with another hike in this book for a more sufficient day’s worth of hiking, but there’s little doubt you’ll understand just why this truly is one of the forty best hikes near Cleveland by the end.

Miles and Directions





  	0.0
	Start at the northwestern corner of the parking lot. You’ll see a trail marker at the mulch-covered trailhead with the Lakefront Nature Preserve logo. Hike on this trail, winding north around the Nature Center building toward a small gate.



  	0.1
	Arrive at a small gate next to an equally small Lakefront Nature Preserve station equipped with a book where hikers such as you can log their arrival. Hike through the gate and follow the trail east.



  	0.3
	You’ll be guided onto a gravel driveway, hiking north. Shortly after that, you’ll come to a red arrow that will put you back onto mulch trail just like what you started on at the beginning of the hike. Follow this trail back into the woods.



  	0.4
	Now you’re at the beginning of the loop portion of the trail, standing in the middle of a mulch-covered circle. We’re going to hike the trail counter-clockwise, so turn right (northeast) to hike back into the woods.





  CLEVELAND LAKEFRONT NATURE PRESERVE

  This peninsula comprises approximately 88 man-made acres that over time have become a haven for some of the most diverse species of migratory birds, butterflies, and animals in the region. Formerly known as Dike 14, the Port Authority of Cleveland opened this unique piece of urban green space to the public in February of 2012.

  The US Army Corps of Engineers are responsible for how the land mass has taken shape. They began working on the area in the late 1970s using sediment dredged from the Cuyahoga River. The Army Corps placed the sediment in this area from 1979 to 1999 to preserve the width and depth of the Cuyahoga River’s ship channel used to move goods and raw materials.

  Following the closure of the area as a dumping ground to sediment, nature began to take over, resulting in a diverse habitat full of plant and animal life that had the public calling for redevelopment of the site as a nature preserve for hiking and bird-watching. Today the preserve has come full circle as a stalwart example of the city’s commitment to improving sustainability throughout the region.



[image: Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve Lollipop Trail]





  	0.7
	Turn right to hike east toward the overlook, a very short out-and-back link that offers tremendous, panoramic views of the Cleveland skyline and Lake Erie. Return to this junction when you’re finished at the overlook, and continue the hike east back toward where you started the loop.



  	0.9
	Return to the mulch hill where you started the loop. From here, backtrack for the remainder of the hike to where you started the Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve Lollipop Trail.



  	1.3
	Arrive back at the trailhead to end your hike.




Hike Information

  Local Information

  Destination Cleveland; (216) 875-6680; www.thisiscleveland.com





3Tremont Trek




  Hike a Cleveland neighborhood actually worthy of the overused descriptor “historic.” Eastern European churches and Victorian-style homes line the streets of this traditionally working class neighborhood turned hipster haven with a vibrant scene of restaurants and shops. A scenic overlook of the city skyline (just over a mile away as the crow flies) is the icing on the cake, helping urban hikers to understand why this is one of Cleveland’s fastest-growing neighborhoods.



  Start: At the Lincoln Park gazebo

Distance: 4.4 miles

Approximate hiking time: 1.5 hours

Difficulty: Easy

Trail surface: Paved sidewalks

Best season: Year-round

Other trail users: Public

Canine compatibility: Yes

Land status: Public

Fees and permits: None

Schedule: None

Maps: Tremont West; (216) 575-0920; www.tremontwest.org

Trail contacts: Tremont West; (216) 575-0920; www.tremontwest.org

  Finding the trailhead: From Cleveland head west on Superior Avenue over the Detroit-Superior Bridge. After the bridge, the street will turn into Detroit Avenue. Take the first left onto West 25th Street. In 0.5 mile, turn left onto Lorain Avenue and take the second right onto West 20th Street for just 0.1 mile. Turn left onto Abbey Avenue for 0.4 mile. Take the West 14th Street ramp on the right to Fairfield Avenue. Continue straight to drive south on West 14th Street. Arrive at Lincoln Park in approximately 0.3 mile and look for street parking. GPS: N 41 38' 43.3632" / W 81 41' 25.1268"



  The Hike

  You’ll begin your Tremont Trek at a modest gazebo in the heart of Lincoln Park, a large green space lined with historic churches and Victorian-style homes. First you’ll hike northwest toward Kenilworth Avenue, where you’ll turn left for a brief excursion down Scranton Road. Here you’ll find some of the more modest working-class homes of the neighborhood, ending at Tremont Taphouse—a gastropub favorite across the city.

  Returning to Lincoln Park (but at the southwestern corner), you’ll begin hiking south for a mini-loop of sorts that takes you through some of the more historic homes of the neighborhood. The only unfortunate reality of this hike is the extent the neighborhood has been carved by the interstate system. But it’s easy to see that this traditionally tough as nails neighborhood is fighting on to preserve its rightful place as one of Cleveland’s unique and vibrant neighborhoods.

  Tourists will be most excited to pass the A Christmas Story House & Museum on the northbound leg of this loop. Though this house was only used for the exterior, the interior has been redesigned like the home seen in the famous holiday film and serves as a museum for fanatics of the flick. A sign in the traditional A Christmas Story font will welcome you outside, but you’ll truly know you have arrived when you see the “frag-e-lee” leg lamp sitting in the window place.
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Boardwalks such as these will occasionally (ultimately rarely) pop up throughout this book.
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Holden Arboretum has perhaps the greatest variety of trails within one hike in this book.
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An aerial view of Cleveland's redesigned Public Square DESTINATION CLEVELAND
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