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SUMMATION 2022

Here are 2022’s numbers: There are twenty-one pieces total in this volume, including novelettes, one novella, one piece of flash fiction, and one poem. The story lengths range from 200 words to 20,000 words (not counting the poem). There are eight stories and one poem by women and twelve stories by men. Ten stories are by contributors living in the United States, two in Australia, one in Canada, five in the United Kingdom, one in Norway, one in Germany, and one in Italy. Nine of the contributors have never before been published in any volume of my Best of the Year series (although one was published in The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror Third Annual Collection).

AWARDS

The Horror Writers Association announced the 2021 Bram Stoker Awards® winners at a banquet in The Curtis Denver, a Doubletree Hilton Hotel, Saturday May 14, 2022.

The 2021 Bram Stoker Awards® went to:

Superior Achievement in a Novel: Stephen Graham Jones, My Heart is a Chainsaw (Gallery/Saga Press); Superior Achievement in a First Novel: Hailey Piper, Queen of Teeth (Strangehouse Books); Superior Achievement in a Young Adult Novel: Erica Waters, The River Has Teeth (HarperTeen); Superior Achievement in a Graphic Novel: Alessandro Manzetti (author) and Stefano Cardoselli (author and artist), The Inhabitant of the Lake (Independent Legions Publishing); Superior Achievement in Long Fiction: Jeff Strand, “Twentieth Anniversary Screening” (Slice and Dice) (self-published); Superior Achievement in Short Fiction: Lee Murray, “Permanent Damage” (Attack From the ’80s) (Raw Dog Screaming Press); Superior Achievement in a Fiction Collection: Gemma Files, In That Endlessness, Our End (Grimscribe Press); Superior Achievement in a Screenplay: Mike Flanagan, James Flanagan, and Jeff Howard,—Midnight Mass, Season 1, Episode 6: “Book VI: Acts of the Apostles” (Intrepid Pictures); Superior Achievement in an Anthology: Ellen Datlow, When Things Get Dark: Stories Inspired by Shirley Jackson (Titan Books); Superior Achievement in Non-Fiction: Michael Knost, Writers Workshop of Horror 2 (Hydra Publications); Superior Achievement in Short Non-Fiction: Angela Yuriko Smith, “Horror Writers: Architects of Hope” (The Sirens Call, Halloween 2021, Issue 55) (Sirens Call Publications); Superior Achievement in a Poetry Collection: Christina Sng, Angela Yuriko Smith, Lee Murray, and Geneve Flynn, Tortured Willows: Bent. Bowed. Unbroken. (Yuriko Publishing).

HWA Lifetime Achievement Awards were given to Nancy Holder, Koji Suzuki, and Jo Fletcher.

The Specialty Press Award was given to Valancourt Books.

The Richard H. Laymon President’s Award was given to Sumiko Saulson. The Silver Hammer Award for service was given to Kevin J. Wetmore. The Mentor of the Year Award was given to Michael Knost.

The Seventh Annual FINAL FRAME Horror Short Competition winners are:

Best Writing in a Short Film: Becoming Emma Braintree, written and directed by Joshua Koske, based on the short story by Aaron Dries.

Second Runner-Up to Grand Prize: Every Time We Meet For Ice Cream Your Whole Fucking Face Explodes, written and directed by Anthony Cousins, based on the short story by Carlton Mellick III.

First Runner-Up to Grand Prize: The Thing That Ate The Birds, written and directed by Sophie Mair and Dan Gitsham.

The 2022 Shirley Jackson Awards were presented in person at the Boston Book Festival October 29, 2022, in partnership with Readercon. The winners of the 2021 Shirley Jackson Awards are:

Novel: My Heart Is a Chainsaw by Stephen Graham Jones (Saga Press-US/Titan Books-UK); Novella: Flowers for the Sea by Zin E. Rocklyn (Tordotcom); Novelette: “We, the Girls Who Did Not Make It” by E. A. Petricone (Nightmare magazine, February 2021); Short Fiction: “You’ll Understand When You’re a Mom Someday” by Isabel J. Kim (khōréō magazine, August 2021); Single Author Collection: Folk Songs for Trauma Surgeons: Stories by Keith Rosson (Meerkat Press); Edited Anthology-tie: Professor Charlatan Bardot’s Travel Anthology to the Most (Fictional) Haunted Buildings in the Weird, Wild World, edited by Eric J. Guignard (Dark Moon Books) and Unfettered Hexes: Queer Tales of Insatiable Darkness, edited by Dave Ring (Neon Hemlock).

The Shirley Jackson Awards, Inc., also is committed to promoting the legacy of Shirley Jackson and, as part of this mission, presented a Special Award to Ellen Datlow in recognition of the anthology When Things Get Dark: Stories inspired by Shirley Jackson (Titan Books, 2021).

The 2021 World Fantasy Awards were given out at the 48th World Fantasy Convention banquet at the Hyatt Regency, New Orleans, November 5, 2022.

The Life Achievement Award winners: Samuel R. Delany and Terri Windling. Novel: The Jasmine Throne by Tasha Suri (Orbit US/Orbit UK); Novella: And What Can We Offer You Tonight by Premee Mohamed (Neon Hemlock Press); Short Fiction: “(emet)” by Lauren Ring (The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, July/August 2021); Anthology: The Year’s Best African Speculative Fiction (2021), ed. Oghenechovwe Donald Ekpeki (Jembefola Press); Collection: Midnight Doorways: Fables from Pakistan by Usman T. Malik (Kitab); Artist: Tran Nguyen; Special Award-Professional: Marjorie Liu and Sana Takeda, Monstress Volume Six: The Vow (Image Comics); Special Award Non-Professional: Tonia Ransom, Nightlight: A Horror Fiction Podcast

Judges: C. S. E. Cooney, Julie Crisp, C. C. Finlay, Richard Kadrey, and Misha Stone.

NOTABLE NOVELS of 2022

The Unfamiliar Garden by Benjamin Percy (Mariner Books)—Absorbing from its opening scene of a grisly murder—is a dystopian novel about what happens when a comet crashes into earth and, five years later, when after a long drought rains return to the Pacific Northwest, the parasitic fungus it brought along flourishes. I hadn’t realized it was the second book in a series, but it stands perfectly well on its own.

The Book of the Most Precious Substance by Sara Gran (Dreamland Books) is the first novel of Gran’s I’ve read since her 2003 Come Closer, which I loved. This one is about a rare occult book of sex magic that draws a book dealer dealing with tragedy in her life and others who want to sell and/or buy it.

Road of Bones by Christopher Golden (St. Martin’s Press) is a terrific supernatural thriller about two friends who want to create a reality series about Siberia’s Kolyma Highway, also known as the Road of Bones, 1200 miles paved with the frozen dead of the Soviet gulags. Seems the perfect place to search for ghosts that they don’t really believe in. After meeting a local guide, they drive to his village to start their documentary, finding it almost deserted. A very good read for both the sweltering temperatures of summer or the icy winter.

Girl in Ice by Erica Ferencik (Scout Press) is another cold weather read as a linguist in dead languages is asked to join a research team off Greenland where a young girl—thawed out alive from frozen ice—speaks a language no one understands. The linguist is still mourning her twin brother’s supposed suicide at the research station and decides to take the opportunity to do her own investigation into her brother’s death as well as help the mysterious girl communicate. Fascinating science fictional premise that occasionally gets the best of the plot itself.

Manhunt by Gretchen Felker-Martin (Nightfire) is a ferocious, absurd, grisly, moving post-apocalyptic voyage into a hellish landscape in which men have become uncontrollable, violent rapists and cannibals as result of a virus, transwomen are the heroes, and terfs are the enemy out to kill every transgender woman they can. Plenty of body horror and a full-out obsession with sex. The cover image is disturbing and brilliant.

Echo by Thomas Olde Heuvelt (Nightfire) is a suspenseful horror novel about the aftereffects of a mountain climb gone wrong in the Swiss Alps, when two climbers go up and only one returns. The survivor, afflicted with terrible injuries, claims amnesia as to what happened but memories of his experience haunt and threaten him and those he loves. The details and dangers of mountaineering are gripping.

The Fervor by Alma Katsu (G. P. Putnam’s Sons) is a powerful historical horror novel taking place mostly in 1944 during the period thousands of Americans of Japanese ancestry were forced into internment camps around the US. It’s also an sf/horror medical thriller, with mysterious toxins from the sky infecting those who come in contact with them.

The Furies by John Connolly (Atria/Emily Bestler) is actually two short novels featuring Connolly’s ongoing character, private eye Charlie Parker, who rights wrongs and too often for his own taste commits violence to reach those ends. There are usually ghosts or other supernatural elements to his books, and these two works are no exception. In the first, The Sisters Strange, Parker becomes embroiled in coin theft and the man/entity from whom the coin has been stolen. The second, The Furies, is focused on a vengeful ghost child and some truly evil men. Both novels are powerful reads.

Hokuloa Road by Elizabeth Hand (Mulholland) is a mystery with super-natural undertones about Grady, an untethered young man from Maine who is hired as caretaker of property for a wealthy philanthropist on Hawai’i. It seems like a dream job but the disappearance of a woman he meets on the plane preys on him as he’s convinced she’s met with foul play, as have the many other people who have disappeared in the region over the years.

Blitz by Daniel O’Malley (Little, Brown and Company) is the enjoyable third book in the Chequy series that began with The Rook, about a secret organization of humans with supernatural powers whose job is to keep the world safe from dangerous, otherworldly incursions. In this volume we learn more about the Chequy’s inner workings and about the different powers its members have. Moving back and forth between London during the blitz and contemporary times, there’s humor, suspense, horror, and some bloody gore.

White Horse by Erika T. Wurth (Flatiron Books) is an engrossing debut about a hard-drinking, self-destructive urban native living in Denver—angry and in despair because she was abandoned by her mother as a child. When she is given and touches the traditional bracelet owned by her mother, the woman begins to experience disturbing visions leading her to question her and her family’s mysterious past.

Shutter by Ramona Emerson (Soho Crime) is coincidentally another powerful debut about an indigenous woman haunted by ghosts. In this novel, the protagonist is a forensic photographer working for the police in Albuquerque. She’s been seeing ghosts since her childhood and has always tried to hide the truth from others, making her seem standoffish and odd. Usually, the ghosts don’t want anything from her, but one, appearing at a supposed suicide scene becomes intrusive, bullying, hostile, and impossible to ignore.

Dead Water by C. A. Fletcher (Redhook Books) is an excellent supernatural novel about an ancient curse accidently released on a northern Scottish Island. Both natives and visitors are threatened by “walking water” as the island is cut off from the mainland during a storm.

Sundial by Catriona Ward (Nightfire) is the perfect combination of twisty, horrifying, and, at times, grisly. A seemingly normal suburban household is anything but, as the surface calm of domestic life begins to crack, forcing a woman to journey back into her past life, to Sundial, a cultish desert compound where she grew up with her twin sister. One of the best horror novels of the year.

The Pallbearers Club by Paul Tremblay (William Morrow) is an intriguing novel about a teenage loner in the 1980s, who decides to start a club for voluntary pallbearers, hoping it’ll look good on his college applications. Only two people sign up, one a strange girl who enjoys taking photos of the corpses with her polaroid. The book is funny, melancholy, and with occasional spurts of horror.

Daphne by Josh Malerman (Del Rey) is a powerful teen slasher coming-of-age tale about a female high school basketball team seemingly stalked by a former (dead) player who has a grudge against them and the town.

Blood Mountain by Brenda S. Tolian (Raw Dog Screaming Press) is a mosaic novel about a mountain goddess of the Sangre de Cristo range in Southern Colorado. The goddess seeks revenge on those who defiled and disrespected her. The book can be read as a collection of twenty-five stories and vignettes as well as a novel. Four of the sections are reprints.

Where I End by Sophie White (Tramp Press) is a beautifully voiced, horrific novel about a teenager and her grandmother who live in isolation on an Irish island caring for the girl’s bedridden mother. The layers of the story unfold like an onion, one rotten at the core. Harrowing, glorious body horror (in an unexpected way), and one of the best novels of the year.

Just Like Home by Sarah Gailey (Tor) is a creepy whopper of a novel. A woman returns to the house she grew up in to care for her estranged mother. Horrible things took place in the house, things that not only tore apart the family but the entire town. As with the White novel above, the story becomes increasingly unsettling as the reader realizes certain truths about the roles played by each member of the family. Chilling. Another best of the year.

ALSO NOTED

Gwendy’s Final Task by Stephen King and Richard Chizmar (Cemetery Dance Publications) is the final volume of the supernatural trilogy begun with the novella Gwendy’s Button Box. Ghoul n’ the Cape by Josh Malerman (Earthling) is more weird than horrific as the Cape enters a bar to recruit the ghoul into accompanying him across the country to warn against the nefarious entity, the Naught. It’s Alive! by Julian David Stone (Greenleaf Book Group Press) is a fictionalized history of the period building up to the making of the movie Frankenstein with Boris Karloff. The Clackity by Lora Senf (Atheneum Books for Young Readers) is about Evie, a girl who lives in the “seventh most haunted town in America” with her aunt, who disappears into the “slaughter house.” In order to rescue her aunt, she makes a deal with a denizen of the house. Hound of the Baskervilles by Adam McOmber (Lethe Press) is an erotic retelling of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s classic. Dr. Watson is the protagonist, with him going to the moors of the Baskerville estate to confront both the mysterious deaths that have taken place there and his own queer desires. The King of Crows by Bill Davidson (Dark Ink) is a dark detective novel that switches between 1976 and 2016. The Living Must Die, also by Davidson (Black Bed Sheet Books), is a new take on the zombie novel. All the White Spaces by Ally Wilkes (Atria/Emily Bestler) is about a young stowaway on an Antarctica-bound expedition, in the wake of WWI, who is desperate to fit in with the crew. When the ship is forced to winter on land those onboard are faced with a supernatural threat that might destroy them all. Leech by Hiron Ennes (Tordotcom) has been described as a sf gothic or “Wuthering Heights with worms.” Fellstones by Ramsey Campbell (Flame Tree Press) is about an adoptee who fled the village where he was brought up as soon as he could, changing his name and trying to start a new life. Years later, his adopted sister finds and persuades him to return home to help their parents. The Last Storm by Tim Lebbon (Titan Books) is a near future horror novel about people surviving the mostly parched lands of North America and one person who thinks they can save the world as a rainmaker, with dire consequences. The Ghost That Ate Us by Daniel Kraus (Raw Dog Screaming Press) is a purportedly “true” account of a nine-month haunting at Burger City in Iowa that ended in the gruesome death of six people. Gallows Hill by Darcy Coates (Poisoned Pen Press) is about a haunted winery. Always the First to Die by R. J. Jacobs (Sourcebooks) is about a former horror movie actress who returns to the Key West estate where the seemingly cursed movie that upended her life was filmed—and a Category 4 hurricane is about to hit. Fairy Tale by Stephen King (Scribner) is about a teenager who meets a recluse harboring a secret in a shed that he protects until he dies. It’s then on the teenager and the man’s dog to save the world from what’s in that shed. The Wakening by JG Faherty (Flame Tree Press) is about an elderly, retired priest plagued by the demon he exorcized as a young man. Night Birds by Lisa Snellings and Alan M. Clark (IFD Publishing) is a short dark fantasy novel about a girl growing up in a small South Carolina town in the sixties. Strange people reside in the town, plus there’s magic and ghosts and a mysterious figure stalking the girl. Saturnalia by Stephanie Feldman (The Unnamed Press) takes place in a future Philadelphia where an annual pagan festival is celebrated to take the residents’ minds off the unfolding slow apocalypse caused by climate change. Dead Silence by S. A. Barnes (Nightfire) is a sf/horror novel about a salvage crew that discovers a long-missing luxury spaceliner that unfortunately harbors dangerous secrets within. From Below by Darcy Coates (Black Owl Books) is about another missing ship—this one more local—as a dive crew explores a sixty-year-old wreck off the Swedish coast, three hundred miles off course. The Violence by Delilah S. Dawson (Del Rey) is about what happens when seemingly placid families are afflicted by a condition dubbed “the violence,” which causes individuals to suddenly experience bouts of rage and violence toward those around them. The Hollow Kind by Andy Davidson (MCG Farrar, Straus and Giroux) is about a woman and her eleven-year-old son fleeing an abusive marriage to the estate she’s inherited from her grandfather. Once there, she comes to realize that they are no safer within these haunted walls than they were from where they came. They Drown Our Daughters by Katrina Monroe (Poisoned Pen Press) is a debut about another woman leaving a rocky relationship (this time with a woman) with child in tow, to return home, where things are just as bad if not worse. Ghost story and gothic combined. Hawk Mountain by Connor Habib (W.W. Norton) is a psychological thriller about a single father and his young son whose life is interrupted by the appearance of a man who bullied the father when they were teenagers. Mary by Nat Cassidy (Nightfire) is a debut about a middle-aged woman experiencing such disturbing bodily changes during perimenopause that she’s fired from her job in New York and moves back to her hometown. But her symptoms worsen. Dark Observation by Catherine Cavendish (Flame Tree Press) is a gothic novel about a British woman working underground in the Cabinet war rooms during early WWII. Secrets, occult happenings, and ancient evil abound. Black Tide by K. C. Jones (Nightfire) is an sf/horror novel about what happens after a destructive meteor shower unleashes unexpected horrors in its aftermath. Rootwork by Tracy Cross (Dark Hart Books) is a debut novel about three sisters who visit their Hoodoo-practicing aunt in Louisiana the summer of 1889. Coming of age is difficult enough without needing to maneuver through the reality of racism and segregation. Hidden Pictures by Jason Rekulak (Flatiron Books) is about a woman just out of rehab who is hired to babysit a five-year-old boy who loves to draw. One day he draws what appears to be the image of a murder, and his drawings grow more and more detailed, mature, and sinister over time. Such a Pretty Smile by Kristi DeMeester (St. Martin’s Press) is about a serial killer who mutilates “troublemaking” girls on the cusp of womanhood and the mother and daughter who are both starting to question their sanity—especially the mother who experienced a trauma many years before. Run Time by Catherine Ryan Howard, (Blackstone) is about the filming of a psychological horror movie in an isolated house in Ireland and what happens when certain plot points in the script begin to happen on the set. Woman, Eating by Claire Kohda (HarperVia) is about a young woman like many others of her age dealing with life and love in the adult world. But what she really wants is to eat the Japanese food of her dad’s heritage. However, that’s the one thing she can’t do—because as a vampire she can only digest blood. Siren Queen by Nghi Vo (Tor.com) is about a Chinese American girl who plans to become a star in pre-Code Hollywood, no matter the cost. And the cost can be great, when the business is rife with dark magic, blood sacrifice, and monsters (human and inhuman). Just Like Mother by Anne Heltzel (Nightfire) is about what happens when two cousins who escaped the cult in which they were raised reunite twenty years later. A Black and Endless Sky by Matthew Lyons (Keylight Books) is about two estranged siblings who reconnect after one of them divorces and go on a cross-country road trip back to their hometown of Albuquerque. But after one of them has a strange accident, things start to get very weird—and not in a good way. Hide by Kiersten White (Del Rey) is about fourteen competitors for a ton of money—all they have to do is hide for a week in an abandoned amusement park and not get caught. Ghost Eaters by Clay McLeod Chapman (Quirk) is about a new drug called Ghost, that enables users to see ghosts—unfortunately, not only those you want to see, but all the ghosts from around town, which has a grim and bloody history. And those ghosts are so attracted to the drug that they’ll do anything to get at it—on your skin or in your body. The Hacienda by Isabel Cañas (Berkley) is a gothic debut in the spirit of du Maurier’s Rebecca. A young woman whose father was executed during the overthrow of the Mexican government in the 1800s marries a widower and moves to his country estate. Hoping for safety and security, instead she’s haunted by visions and strange behavior by those around her. Sleep Walk by Dan Chaon (Henry Holt) is about a mercenary on a road trip across a slightly futuristic US, plying his skills as he goes. A mainstream comic, slightly awry journey, as is so much of Chaon’s fiction. The Silverberg Business by Robert Freeman Wexler (Small Beer Press) is a dark, hardboiled weird novel about what happens when a Chicago private eye travels home to Galveston, Texas in 1888 and is asked to find a missing person. A Child Alone With Strangers by Philip Fracassi (Talos Press) is about a child who upon awakening from an accident-induced coma emerges changed—being able to read the thoughts and “see” the feelings of other people. Babysitter by Joyce Carol Oates (Knopf) is a crime novel taking place in the ’70s focusing on a series of child abductions and killing perpetrated by the “Babysitter” killer. The Devil Takes You Home by Gabino Iglesias (Mulholland) is about what happens when a desperate man, still grieving for his dead daughter and who has already crossed the line into criminality by becoming a hit man, agrees to a dangerous heist with a junkie friend. Pest by Michael Cisco (Clash) is a weird visionary novel by a writer who specializes in the weird. A yak that began life as a man tells his story. Anybody Home by Michael J. Seidlinger (Clash) is a weird tutorial by a home invader on the step-by-step system he uses in his criminal activities. My Annihilation by Fuminori Nakamura translated from the Japanese by Sam Bett (Soho Crime) begins with an unknown person in a room determined to steal another’s identity. Left with a suitcase and a manuscript whose first line is “Turn this page and you may give up your entire life,” a decision must be made. Of course it’s the wrong one or there would be no book. Eerie and very nicely executed.

MAGAZINES, WEBZINES, and Journals

It’s important to recognize the work of the talented artists working in the field of fantastic fiction, both dark and light. The following created dark art I thought especially noteworthy in 2022: Ed Binkley, Matthew Jaffe, Vincent Sammy, Garry Nurrish, Pedro Marques, Fonklor-32, Laura H. Rubin, Richard Wagner, Vince Haig, EV Shipard, Dave Senecal, Yaroslav Gerzhedovich, R. Mac Jones, Ben Baldwin, Mario Sanchez Nevado, Dan Sauer, Nick Greenwood, K. L. Turner, Dan Verkys, Christopher Shy, Jason Van Hollander, Dave Elsey, Ellie Nesbit, Raki Sy, Neil Williams, Daniele Serra, Paul Lowe, Mona Finden, Rosemary Pardoe, Eva Carollo, Anton Horbanko, Thijs Van Ebbenhorst Tengbergen, Sam Dawson, Lynne Hansen, Julian Bustos, Ryan Mills, and Milena Grzegorzewska.

BFS Journal edited by Sean Wilcock is a twice-yearly non-fiction perk of membership in the British Fantasy Society. It contains reviews, scholarly articles, and features about recent conventions. BFS Horizons edited by Pete Sutton is the fiction companion to BFS Journal. There were notable dark stories and poetry by Martyn Sullivan and Sage Tyrtle.

Rue Morgue edited by Andrea Subissati is a reliable, entertaining Canadian non-fiction magazine for horror movie aficionados, with up-to-date information on most of the horror films being released. The magazine also includes interviews, articles, and gory movie stills, along with regular columns on books, horror music, video games, and graphic novels.

Dead Reckonings: A Review of Horror and the Weird in the Arts edited by Alex Houstoun and Michael J. Abolafia published two issues in 2022, filled with reviews, commentaries, the enjoyable regular column by Ramsey Campbell, and essays about prose works, music, and movies. The fall issue had a con report by Darrell Schweitzer on the World Fantasy Convention in New Orleans.

The Lovecraft Annual edited by S. T. Joshi is a must for those interested in Lovecraftian studies. The 2022 issue has 260 pages of material, including an essay on Lovecraftian motifs in the original Star Trek TV series. That’s probably the most interesting and the most accessible piece in the issue for casual readers of Lovecraft.

The Green Book: Writings on Irish Gothic, Supernatural, and Fantastic Literature edited by Brian J. Showers is an excellent resource for discovering underappreciated Irish writers. Two issues were published in 2022. The first, #19, is a portrait of the Dublin Theosophy scene. The issue includes writings by Katharine Tynan, William Butler Yeats, Ella Young, A. E. (George William Russell), and others. Also included is a column by Mike Ashley about James Stephens and Algernon Blackwood. Issue #20 offered another ten profiles of Irish writers of gothic, supernatural, and fantastic fiction (it’s part of an ongoing series), including Bram Stoker and Charlotte Riddell.

Ghosts & Scholars, the long-running journal celebrating the works of M. R. James, brought out two issues during 2022, the first edited by Carole Tyrell and the second by Helen Grant. In addition to the articles and reviews were strong dark tales by Steve Duffy, Victoria Day, David Longhorn, and an unfinished story by James, completed by John Linwood Grant.

Supernatural Tales edited by David Longhorn is a reliable venue for excellent short supernatural fiction and had a very good year in 2022, publishing excellent fiction in all three issues. There was notable fiction by Jane Jakeman, Sam Dawson, James Everington, Chloe N. Clark, David Buchan, Lynda E. Rucker, Michael Chislett, Tim Foley, Steve Duffy, Paul Crosby, and James Machin. The Duffy is reprinted herein.

The Dark edited by Sean Wallace is a monthly webzine that publishes dark fantasy and horror. In 2022 there was a better representation of horror than previously, with notable dark fiction by Meg Elison, James Bennett, Seán Padraic Birnie, L. Chan, Octavia Cade, Kay Chronister, Kristi DeMeester, Becca De La Rosa, Rebecca Hirsch Garcia, Ai Jiang, Jack Klausner, Angela Liu, Suzan Palumbo, Tegan Moore, H. Pueyo, Nelson Stanley, Kali Wallace, Alison Littlewood, Aliya Whiteley, Steve Rasnic Tem, A. C. Wise, Richard Strachan, and Tony Richards.

Nightmare magazine edited by Wendy N. Wagner is a monthly webzine of horror and dark fantasy. It publishes stories, articles, interviews, book reviews, and author spotlights. There was notable short fiction and poetry in 2022 by Martin Cahill, Susan Calvillo, Adam-Troy Castro, Spencer Ellsworth, Kiyomi Appleton Gaines, A.L. Goldfuss, Sarah Grey, Jonathan L. Howard, Robert Levy, Clara Madrigano, R. L. Meza, Ray Naylor, Gregory L. Norris, Endria Isa Richardson, Shannon Scott, Jordan Shiveley, Carlie St. George, James L. Sutter, A. C. Wise, Rowan Wren, Hannah Yang, Gordon B. White, Maria Zoccala, Marie Ness, Amanda Sorg, Angela Liu, and a collaboration by Emma Osborne, Jess Essey, and Cadwell Turnbull. The Shiveley story is reprinted herein.

Pseudopod edited by Shawn Garrett and Alex Hofelich is the horror section of the Escape Artists original podcast. During 2022, there were notable dark stories by Emily Rigole, Chris Matson, Frank J. Oreto, and Greg Stolze.

Phantasmagoria is a chunky magazine of horror, science fiction, and fantasy edited by Trevor Kennedy. I’ve only just been made aware of its existence, although it’s now up to twenty-six regular issues and six special issues, the latter focusing on one writer. The 2022 Special Edition Issue #6 celebrates Brian Lumley, with interviews, reprinted stories, and loads of photos and illustrations of his work by an array of artists.

Weird Horror edited by Michael Kelly published two issues during 2022, with columns by Simon Strantzas and Orrin Grey, book and movie reviews, and fiction. There was notable dark fiction by William Curnow, Derrick Boden, Ashley Stokes, Brian Evenson, J.T. Bundy, Daniel David Froid, Armel Dagorn, Steve Rasnic Tem, and Megan Taylor.

Dark Matter is a publishing house and magazine edited by Rob Carroll. Seven issues of dark science fiction and horror came out during 2022, featuring original stories, the occasional reprint, interviews, art features, and with interior art throughout. There was notable horror by Lyndsey Croal, Ai Jiang, Rich Larson, David Worn, R. L. Meza, and Mary G. Thompson.

The Ghastling is an attractive, bi-annual magazine of dark fantasy and horror edited by Rebecca Parfitt, which has apparently been around since 2014, although this year was the first I’d heard of or seen it. There was notable fiction in 2022 by Pamela Koehne-Drube and Maud Woolf.

MIXED-GENRE MAGAZINES AND WEBZINES

Underland Arcana edited by Mark Teppo is a quarterly mixed bag of mostly weird fiction. During 2022 there was strong dark fiction by Erica Sage, Joshua Flowers, Charles Wilkinson, John Klima, and Kimberley Moore. Vastarien edited by Jon Padgett had an excellent year. It’s always got an intriguing mix of weird, often dark fiction and non-fiction essays. During 2022, there was notable dark fiction published by Wendy N. Wagner, Lindz McLeod, Alvaro Zinos-Amaro, Michelle Muenzler, John Brownlee, Scott McNee, Kyla Lee Ward, Daniel Braum, Romana Lockwood, LV von Hessen, T. M. Morgan, Dyani Saban, Venezia Castro, Sean Phelps, Matt Sadowski, C. O. Davidson, Aaron Worth, Stephen Hargadon, and Ivy Grimes. Kaleidotrope edited by Fred Coppersmith is a quarterly webzine. In 2022, it published notable dark stories by A. C. Wise, Richard E. Gropp, and Rhonda Eikamp. Conjunctions edited by Bradford Morrow and published by Bard College, is a prestigious journal of mixed genre and non-genre material. It was brought back from the edge of extinction after a March announcement that it would be shuttered after its fall issue. However, in May, Bard recommitted to financing the magazine for at least three more years. The fall issue, number 78: Fear Itself had more horror than usual and what it includes is quite good. The best poetry and stories are by Brian Evenson, Jeffrey Ford, Mary Kuryla, Shane McCrae, Julia Elliott, Joyce Carol Oates, Quintan Ana Wikswo, Rob Walsh, Bronka Nowicka, Stephen Graham Jones, and Genevieve Valentine. The Ford story is reprinted herein. Bourbon Penn edited by Erik Secker is a reliable bi-annual source of weird, often dark tales. The cover art is consistently intriguing and beautiful (even when grotesque). There was excellent dark fiction published in 2022 by Amanda Baldeneaux, Fred Coopersmith, Maureen O’Leary, Rich Larson, Jess Koch, Josh Pearce, Travis Schuhardt, Jeffrey Ford, Thomas Ha, Chris Kammerud, and Steve Toase. The Toase is reprinted herein. Not One of Us edited by John Benson is one of the longest-running small press magazines regularly publishing horror. It’s a quarterly, containing weird, dark fantasy and horror fiction and poetry. There were notable stories and poetry in 2021 by Jennifer Walker, Stephanie Smith, Simon Bestwick, Sonya Taaffe, Eric Horwitz, Michael Fowler, Sarah McGill, and Alexandra Seidel. Sunday Morning Transport edited by Fran Wilde and Julian Yap is a new subscription-based weekly, publishing science fiction, fantasy, and horror. There were notable dark stories in 2022 by Kat Howard, Madeline Ashby, and Cassandra Khaw. Aurealis edited by Dirk Strasser is an Australian webzine of mostly science fiction and fantasy that began as a print magazine but went exclusively digital several years ago. It published notable dark fiction by J. P. Townsend, Greg Foyster, and Leon D. Furze during 2022. Tor.com regularly publishes short stores in all genres on its website. During 2022, strong horror stories came out by Daniela Tomova, David Erik Nelson, and Stephen Graham Jones. The Tomova is reprinted herein. Uncanny edited by Lynn M. Thomas and Michael Damien Thomas is a monthly webzine publishing fantasy, speculative, weird fiction, and occasionally horror. It also includes poetry, podcasts, interviews, essays, and art in the mix. In 2022 there were notable dark stories by DaVaun Sanders, Stephen Graham Jones, Samantha Mills, Radha Kai Zan, John Wiswell, Emma Törzs, and Margaret Dunlap. Penumbra: A Journal of Weird Fiction and Criticism edited by S. T. Joshi published its third issue in 2022, with nine new stories, two classic reprints, eleven poems, and eleven non-fiction pieces. There was notable new fiction and poetry by Frank Coffman, Darrell Schweitzer, and Geoffrey Reiter. Southwest Review’s autumn issue was promoted as a “horror issue,” but most of the stories and poems are weird rather than dark. There’s work by writers representing all of the Americas, with notable dark stories and poetry by Alexis Dubon, Iglesias Gabino, Edmundo Paz-Soldán, Cristhiano Aguiar, Leira Araújo, Carolina Rodriquez Mayo, and Adrian Van Young. With translations by Jenna Tang, Zoe Perry, Katherine M. Hedeen, and Olivia Lott. Three-Lobed Burning Eye edited by Andrew S. Fuller is a mixed-genre online zine published triennially. In 2022 there was notable dark fiction by Thomas Ha, Steve Toase, Corey Farrenkopf, Katie McIvor, and Michael Kelly. The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction edited by Sheree Renée Thomas has been publishing consistently good science fiction, fantasy, and horror for seventy-four years. During 2022, there was notable horror by Octavia Cade, Karen Heuler, Jennifer Hudak, Charlie Hughes, Mark H. Huston, Aigner Loren Wilson, Ai Jiang, Robert Levy, Yvette Lisa Ndlovu, Sam J. Miller, Taemumu Richardson, Paul Tobin, Aliya Whiteley, Alexandra Flores, Linda Niehoff, Charles Andrew Oberndorf, C. B. Blanchard, and Brian Trent. The Hughes is reprinted herein. The Deadlands: A Journal of Endings and Beginnings published by Sean Markey, with Editor-in-Chief E. Catherine Tobler, is a monthly online speculative journal publishing fiction, poetry, and non-fiction about death. Not all the material is horror, but in 2022 the journal published strong dark stories and poetry by Leah Bobet, Gunnar De Winter, Jenn Grunigen, Josh Rountree, Gretchen Tessmer, KT Bryski, Ava Navarro Ulriksen, Jonothon Pickering, and Emily Henry Burnham. Nightmare Abbey edited by Tom English is a new magazine combining classic ghost and horror stories with a sprinkling of newer writers and stories. Also included are interviews (the first issue has one with Ramsey Campbell) and articles on movies and old TV programs. There were notable new horror stories by Steve Duffy, Helen Grant, David Surface, John Llewelyn Probert, and Gregory L. Norris. Wrongdoing Magazine edited by Pascale Potvin was a Canadian magazine of fiction, poetry, art that hailed from Canada. Alas, it only published four issues in two years, and has now shuttered its doors. The most recent issue was quite promising. There were notable stories and poetry by Livvy Krakower, Aurora Bones, April Summers, Brett Harrington, Laura McVey, Jennessa Hester, and Joachim Gage.

ANTHOLOGIES

Into the Forest edited by Lindy Ryan (Black Spot Books) has twenty-three new stories and poems written by females about Baba Yaga, the infamous witch of Eastern European lore, who lives in a giant hut built on chicken legs. There are notable stories and poems by Stephanie M. Wytovich, Octavia Cade, Jill Baguchinsky, EV Knight, Mercedes M. Yardley, Sara Tantlinger, and Yi Izzy Yu. The Wytovich poem is reprinted herein.

Even in the Grave edited by James Chambers and Carol Gyzander (Neoparadoxa) is an anthology of twenty horrific ghost stories, all but three new. There are notable stories by Randee Dawn, Trevor Firetog, Alan Burd, April Grey, and Jonathan Lees.

Other Terrors: An Inclusive Anthology edited by Vince Liaguno and Rena Mason (William Morrow) is an original anthology of twenty-four stories and poems that celebrate otherness in horror, and explores the fears experienced by those considered “other.” There are notable stories by Shanna Heath, Usman T. Malik, Jennifer McMahon, Annie Neugebauer, Hailey Piper, Christina Sng, Linda D. Addison, Maxwell I. Gold, Eugen Bacon, Holly Lyn Walrath, Stephen Graham Jones, Tananarive Due, Michael Thomas Ford, M. E. Bronstein, and S.A. Cosby. The Due is reprinted herein.

Screams from the Dark: 29 Tales of Monsters and the Monstrous edited by Ellen Datlow (Nightfire) is an all original anthology of stories and one novella with human and inhuman monsters. The Garry Kilworth is reprinted herein.

Horror Zine’s Book of Werewolf Stories edited by Jeanie Rector and Dean H. Wild (Hellbound Books) has twenty-five stories, all but two of them new. The best are by Stephen M. Dare, Gordon Linzner, Nancy Kilpatrick, Michael J. Moore, Terry Grimwood, and Meg Smith.

Picnic in the Graveyard: An Anthology of Cemetery Horrors edited by Brhel and Sullivan (Cemetery Gates Media) features twenty-two new stories taking place in cemeteries. There are notable ones by J.A.W. McCarthy, JG Faherty, and Michael Kelly.

The Hideous Book of Hidden Horrors edited by Doug Murano (Bad Hand Books) is an interesting volume of sixteen new stories and poetry about horrors that might not be immediately obvious. All the stories are worthwhile, but for me the standouts were by Josh Malerman, Annie Neugebauer, Sarah Read, Jo Kaplan, Alan Baxter, Sara Tantlinger, Lee Murray, and Richard Thomas.

Monstroddities edited by Ben Walker (Sliced Up Press) features twenty-two new stories and poetry about monsters and weird phenomenon. Some of the stories are quite odd indeed. There is notable work by Ai Jiang, Tiffany Morris, Die Booth, Angela Sylvaine, Stephanie Rabig, David Sandner, Eve Harms, Maxx Fidalgo, Caitlin Marceau, and Joe Koch.

The Zinzolin Book of Occult Fiction, edited by Brendan Connell (Snuggly Books) is the first in a series of anthologies celebrating out-of-print occult fiction. This volume contains twenty-two British stories published between 1888 and 1911. The Vermilion Book of Occult Fiction edited by Brian Stableford is the second volume in the series and features eighteen stories from France in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, many published in English for the first time. With an introduction by Brian Stableford.

Classic Monsters Unleashed edited by James Aquilone (Black Spot Books) features thirty stories (and a poem) riffing on monsters such as Dracula, Dr. Frankenstein’s monster, the invisible man, and others. Two of the stories are reprints. There are notable new stories and poetry by Alessandro Manzetti, Maurice Broaddus, Geneve Flynn, Jonathan Maberry, Tim Waggoner, Ramsey Campbell, Simon Bestwick, David Surface, Carlie St. George, Sam Eads and Joshua Viola, Linda D. Addison, and Gary A. Braunbeck.

Literally Dead: Tales of Halloween Hauntings edited by Gaby Triana (Alien Head Press) is an all-original anthology of nineteen ghost stories. The strongest are by Lee Murray, Jonathan Maberry, Jeff Strand, Catherine Cavendish, David Surface, and Lisa Morton.

A Quaint and Curious Volume of Gothic Tales edited by Alex Woodroe (Brigids Gate) contains twenty-three new stories, all by women. There was a notable story by Erica Ruppert.

Wily Writers Presents six, mostly reprint anthologies of stories written by their writing collective. Tales of Dread edited by Lisa Morton, Tales of Nightmares edited by Loren Rhoads, Tales of Evil volume edited by Angel Leigh McCoy & Alison J. McKenzie has notable new stories by Bob Lock and Alison J. McKenzie, Tales of Darkness edited by Yvonne Navarro, Tales of Foreboding edited by E. S. Magill and Bill Broden, and Tales of Shadows edited by Weston Ochse (Automatism Press). Wily Writers Presents Tales of Evil edited by Angel Leigh McCoy & Alison J. McKenzie is an anthology of eleven stories (three of them new) published by the writing group. There are notable new stories by Bob Lock and Alison J. McKenzie.

Dark Stars: New Tales of Darkest Horror edited by John F. D. Taff (Nightfire) is intended as an homage to Kirby McCauley’s landmark 1980

Dark Forces. While it doesn’t quite live up to that volume (McCauley included the likes of Isaac Bashevis Singer, David Grubb, Edward Gorey, and Joyce Carol Oates). Dark Stars does showcase twelve excellent new works by some of the major and/or up-and-coming voices in the field. The book includes a Foreword by Josh Malerman and an Afterword by Ramsey Campbell. The novella by John Langan is reprinted herein.

13 Haunted Houses edited by Curtis M. Lawson and Joe Morey (Weird House Press) is exactly what it sounds like, featuring thirteen new stories. It includes an Introduction by Lawson and an afterword (about a supposedly real haunted house) by Morey. There’s notable work by Richard Gavin, James Chambers, and Ramsey Campbell.

Damnable Tales: A Folk Horror Anthology Selected and Illustrated by Richard Wells (Unbound) has twenty-three classic tales by Walter de la Mare, Shirley Jackson, Thomas Hardy, and many of the other usual suspects.

Major Arcana: Great British Horror #7 edited by Steve J. Shaw (Black Shuck Books) is an annual anthology series of new stories, all but one of eleven stories by Britons. Each story this year takes one of tarot’s major arcana as its theme—often quite loosely. The guest contributor in this volume is Lynda E. Rucker. Some very interesting stories by writers new and established.

Chromophobia edited by Sara Tantlinger (Strangehouse Books) has a title and theme that don’t match up at all. The book has twenty-five new stories, some focusing on color, but few about the intense fear of color characterizing the psychological disorder which defines the word “chromophobia.” Despite this, there are notable dark stories by EV Knight, Jaye Wells, Christine Makepeace, K. P. Kulski, Lillah Lawson, and J. P. Lamping. And a very well-told non-horror story by Bindia Persaud.

Nightscript Volume Eight edited by C. M. Muller (Chthonic Matter) is an annual anthology of new weird and/or dark fiction. The 2022 volume featured eighteen stories, the strongest and darkest of which were by Patrick Barb, Christi Nogle, Daniel Braum, Luciano Marano, John Garland Wells, Grace Lillie, Dixon March, and LC Von Hessen.

The Leaves of a Necronomicon edited by Joseph S. Pulver, Sr. (Chaosium) was a labor of love by Pulver, but he unfortunately died before it was published. The book follows one copy of the prized, occult volume which promises power but usually imparts madness and death upon its owners. There are twenty interconnected (yet individually satisfying) stories, the best by Cody Goodfellow, Nate Pederson, Nikki Guerlain, Jean Claude Smith, E. Catherine Tobler, Damien Angelica Walters, and Ross E. Lockhart.

Human Monsters edited by Sadie Hartmann & Ashley Saywers (Dark Matter Ink) has thirty-four new stories (and one poem) of psychological horror and terror. The strongest pieces are by Linda D. Addison, L. P. Hernandez, Josh Malerman, Andy Davidson, Stephanie Nelson, Dana Vickerson, C. S. Humble, S.P. Miskowski, Nat Cassidy, Gemma Amor, Samantha Kolesnik, Andrew Cull, Sam Rebelein, and Francesca McDonnell Capossela. The Davidson is reprinted herein.

Close to Midnight: An Anthology of New Horror Short Stories edited by Mark Morris (Flame Tree Press) is the third annual, unthemed anthology edited by Morris for this publisher. It includes twenty stories, the most notable by Adam L. G. Neville, Steve Rasnic Tem, Ramsey Campbell, Rio Youers, Sharon Gosling, Alison Littlewood, Seanan McGuire, Philip Fracassi, Jenn Ashworth, Carole Johnston, Laura Mauro, and Conrad Williams. The Littlewood is reprinted herein.

Screaming in the Night: Sinister Supernatural Tales Volume 1 edited by R. E. Sargent and Steven Pajak (Sinister Smile Press) contains fifteen stories, with notable work by Alexandr Bond, Daniel O’Connor, Steven Pajak, and Scotty Milder.

Isolation: The Horror Anthology edited by Dan Coxon (Titan Books) is a cleverly themed response to the Covid pandemic that has affected everyone around the world. The twenty stories (all but five new) are varied and well-written, and ten of them are really good. The Slatter is reprinted herein.

Terror Tales of the West Country edited by Paul Finch (Telos) continues this series of regional horror covering the United Kingdom. In this volume there are fifteen stories, three of them reprints. The interstitial material is by Paul Finch. There are notable new stories by John Llewellyn Probert, A.K. Benedict, Dan Coxon, Stephen Volk, S. L. Howe, and John Linwood Grant.

Found edited by Andrew Cull and Gabino Iglesias (Vermillion2One) contains eighteen new stories about found footage horror. The strongest are by Robert Levy, Kurt Fawver, and Alan Baxter.

Damnation Games edited by Alan Baxter (Clan Destine Press) is an excellent, all-original anthology of nineteen hard-edged supernatural mystery and crime stories. Not all are horror but most are. There are notable stories by John F. D. Taff, Geneve Flynn, Philip Fracassi, Gemma Amor, Dan Rabarts, Kaaron Warren, Gemma Files, Chris Mason, Aaron Dries, and Cynthia Pelayo. The Amor is reprinted herein.

Blood Bank edited by Marc Ciccarone and S. C. Mendes (Blood Bound Books) was created to fund the charity Hagar’s House, a sanctuary for women and children in New Orleans. All but two of the fourteen stories are new. There are notable stories by Patrick Freivald, Livia Llewellyn, Jeff Strand, Kealan Patrick Burke, Kristopher Triana, and Jay Wilburn. The Llewellyn is reprinted herein.

A Woman Built By Man edited by S.H. Cooper and Elle Turpitt (Cemetery Gates Media) has twenty-one new stories—all by women—of women struggling against the patriarchy. The strongest are by Olivia White, Laurel Hightower, J.A.W. McCarthy, Lea Storry, Holly Cornetto, and Lindz McLeod.

Gothic Weird Horror Short Stories edited by Gillian Whitaker (Flame Tree Press) is a large volume featuring forty-four classic, contemporary, and new stories of weird horror. The usual suspects include Arthur Machen, Lucy Clifford, E. F. Benson, William Hope Hodgson, and Louisa May Alcott, the contemporary reprints include Ramsey Campbell, Reggie Oliver, and Lucy A. Snyder. The best of the new stories is by Timothy Granville. With a Foreword by Mike Ashley.

Haunted Tales: Classic Stories of Ghosts and the Supernatural edited by Lisa Morton and Leslie Klinger (Pegasus Books) is a big reprint anthology of twenty stories originally published between 1838 and 1929.

Mother: Tales of Love and Terror edited by Christi Nogle and Willow Becker (Weird Little Worlds) features thirty-three new stories and poems (most but not all horror) about mothering in all its forms (negative and positive). There are notable stories by Sarah Read, Eric Reitan, Steve Toase, John Langan, Gemma Files, R. Leigh Hennig, and Frances Lu-Pai Ippolito.

Hybrid: Misfits, Monsters, and Other Phenomena edited by Donald Armfield and Maxwell I. Gold (Hybrid Sequence Media) contains twenty stories and poems on the theme of outcasts, otherness, mutations, etc. One story is a reprint. There are notable works by Philip Fracassi, Jeffrey Thomas, Lee Murray, and Michael Bailey.

The Valancourt Book of World Horror Volume Two edited by James D. Jenkins and Ryan Cagle (Valancourt Books) presents twenty-one stories from around the world, all but two published in English for the first time. There were notable stories by Luciano Lamberti, Kostantinos Kellis, Zhang Yueran, Braulio Tavares, Yasumi Tsuhara, and Val Votrin.

Death in the Mouth: An Anthology of Original Horror from People of Color edited by Sloan Leong and Cassie Hart (Kickstarter) has twenty-six stories. The strongest are by Amaranta Darcie Little Badger, Sloane Leong, JL Akagi, Ishi Karki, and Rivers Solomon. Multiple artists have provided illustrations for each story.

Shattered and Splintered: A Horror Anthology edited by Laurel Hightower and James Sabata (Aea Press) was created to raise money for the Glen Haven Area Volunteer Fire Department in Colorado. It includes twenty stories, all but four published for the first time. There are notable stories by Gabino Iglesias, Hailey Piper, Donyae Coles, S. A. Bradley, and S.H. Cooper.

Howls from the Dark Ages edited by P.L. McMillan and Solomon Forse (Howl Society Press) has seventeen stories and one poem, with a Foreword by Christopher Buehlman. The contents are by members of a horror book club that meets on Discord. There were notable stories by Brian Evenson, Piper Hailey, Linda Ragsdale, Christopher O’Halloran, and Ethan Yoder.

MIXED-GENRE ANTHOLOGIES

Diet Riot edited by Nico Bell and Sonora Taylor (self-published) is a body-positive anthology of twelve original stories, some horror. There are notable stories by Sonora Taylor, Die Booth, and Nikki R. Leigh. Orphans of Bliss: Tales Of Addiction Horror edited by Mark Matthews (Wicked Run Press) has ten stories that are, unfortunately, often more depressing than horrific. The most notable are by S. A. Cosby, Kathe Koja, and Josh Malerman. Children of the New Flesh: The Early Work and Pervasive Influence of David Cronenberg edited by Chris Kelso and David Leo Rice (11:11Press) is an odd hybrid of articles about various short films the director made in the sixties and seventies, a few pieces of fiction strewn throughout the book, an interview with Cronenberg, and a final set of notes about Videodrome. There’s notable fiction by Brian Evenson, Gary J. Shipley, Michael Cisco, John Reed, and Tom Over. An intriguing package for Cronenberg fans. At Midnight: Fifteen Beloved Fairy Tales Reimagined edited by Dahlia Adler (Flatiron Books) has fourteen retold, and one new fairy tale of fantasy and dark fantasy (not seen). Celtic Weird: Tales of Wicked Folklore and Dark Mythology edited by Johnny Mains (The British Library) has twenty tales ranging from the 1820s to the 1980s, with three weird lost tales translated from the Gaelic. Our Shadows Have Claws: 15 Latin American Monster Stories edited by Yamile Saied Méndez and Amparo Ortiz (Algonquin) contains new young adult stories with illustrations by Ricardo López Ortiz. Gaslight Ghouls: Uneasy Tales of Sherlock Holmes, Monsters and Madmen edited by J. R. Campbell and Charles Prepolec (Belanger Books) is primarily for Holmesian enthusiasts, but the twelve new stories are entertaining, and a few—by Angela Slatter, Wendy N. Wagner, Charles R. Rutledge, Steven Volk, and Simon Kurt Unsworth—are more than that. The Ghosts and Scholars Book of Follies and Grottoes edited and introduced by Rosemary Pardoe (Sarob Press) is a mixture of weird fiction and horror featuring thirteen stories, eight of them new. The best and darkest of the new ones are by Chico Kidd, C.E. Ward, John Ward, and Rick Kennett. Chiral Mad 5 edited by Michael Bailey (Written Backwards) is another mixed genre anthology in this unthemed series. There are notable dark stories and poetry by Jonathan Lees, Wrath James White, Paul Michael Anderson, John Langan, and Josh Malerman. Looming Low II edited by Justin Steele and Sam Cowan (Dim Shores) is a follow-up to the 2017 volume of weird, often dark fiction. The twenty stories are all new and there are notable horror stories by Nadia Bulkin, Gemma Files, Gwendolyn Kiste, Brian Evenson, Clint Smith, Jeffrey Thomas, Simon Strantzas, Michael Griffin, A. C. Wise, and Erica Ruppert. The Files is reprinted herein. Underland Arcana Deck Two edited by Mark Teppo (Underland Press) reprints all the previous four 2022 issues. Ornithologiae edited by Mark Beech (Egaeus Press) is themed around birds. Its twenty-six entries of stories and poems are rich with weirdness, often complex, sometimes dark and always rewarding in their reading. All but one are published for the first time. The macabre cover art and the beautiful (and strange) interior full page and spot illustrations by classic artists are a joy to behold. A gorgeous package with notable dark stories and poetry by Douglas Thompson, Martin Jones, Charles Wilkinson, Albert Power, Rebecca Lloyd, Richard Gavin, and David Surface. The Surface is reprinted herein. Revelations: Horror Writers for Climate Action edited by Seán O’Connor (Stygian Sky Media) is an anthology of twenty-two reprints donating the proceeds to climateoutreach.org. Included are stories by Stephen King, Sarah Langan, Joe Hill, Sarah Pinborough, Joe R. Lansdale, Tananarive Due, and others. From the Waste Land edited by Clare Rhoden (Drugstore Indian Press) is an anthology of nineteen stories inspired by and celebrating the centenary of T. S. Eliot’s poem. The stories are often dystopian, and occasionally hover into a tone of horror. The best of these are by Eugen Bacon, Geneve Flynn, and Rebecca Fraser. The Gargoylicon edited by Frank Coffman (Mind’s Eye Publications) is a clever mini-anthology of poems and very brief stories about gargoyles. Most of the thirty pieces are published for the first time. With an Introduction by Frank Coffman. There’s notable work by John C. Mannone, Colleen Anderson, and Ann Thornfield-Long. Asian Ghost Short Stories (Flame Tree Press) is another generous helping of new and classic tales, not all dark or horrific. Over 400 pages of reprints by Lafcadio Hearn, Usman T. Malik, Rudyard Kipling, and others, and nine stories published for the first time. Fright 1 edited by Gwee Li Sui, Annaliza Bakri, and Jason Erik Lundberg (Epigram Books) is a new annual anthology of dark stories from Singapore. The volume includes eleven stories, all of them winners and finalists for the 2022 Storytel Epigram Horror Prize, a monetary award sponsored by Storytel audio company. There are notable pieces by Kelly Leow, Kimberly Lium, Teo Kai Xiang, and Tan Lixin.

COLLECTIONS

Mr. Gaunt and Other Uneasy Encounters by John Langan is one of two collections by Langan published by Word Horde in 2022. This first is a reissue of five early stories plus one additional new story. Elizabeth Hand provides an introduction and the author provides extensive story notes. The second is Corpsemouth and Other Autobiographies comprised of ten reprints and one new story. Sarah Langan provides an introduction, and the book includes extensive story notes by the author. It’s time to read or reread these stories by a master of the horror short form.

All That’s Lost by Ray Cluley (Black Shuck Books) is an excellent second collection by a writer whose short fiction gets better and better. Several of the seventeen stories in the book were reprinted by me in Best of the Year anthologies and the five new stories are a treat.

The Spirit of the Place and Other Strange Tales by Elizabeth Walter (Centipede Press), collects all thirty-one of the author’s ghost and horror stories within its 700-plus pages. With an introduction by Dave Brzeski, and photographs and bibliography. Walter was brought up in Wales but lived mostly in London. She died in 2006.

Painfreak: The Ultimate Edition by Gerard Houarner (The Evil Cookie) takes all the stories from earlier collections and chapbooks by the author, and adds a couple of new stories and some other extra material.

Les Femmes Grotesques by Victoria Dalpe (Clash Books) is a debut collection with nineteen stories published since 2013 in various anthologies and magazines. Four of the stories are new.

Malign Providence by Jonathan Thomas (Centipede Press) collects fifteen reprints from various anthologies, most published by Hippocampus Press. The book is a limited edition that is signed by the author and the cover artist, David Ho, and the interior illustrator, Francesco Giani.

This Isn’t Anywhere You Know: sorrows, eulogies, and laments by Gary McMahon (Black Shuck Books) has sixteen stories by the author, whose work has appeared multiple times in this series. There are four excellent new ones included, one reprinted herein.

Convulsive by Joe Koch (Apocalypse Party Books) brings together fifteen violent, gory, beautifully rendered short stories published between 2018 and 2021. Koch’s work is not for everyone but is definitely worth a look.

Behind a Broken Smile by Penny Jones (Black Shuck Books) is the first full collection by this talented writer of dark and sometimes uncanny tales. A mini-collection of six stories was published in the Black Shuck Shadows Book 13 in 2019. The excellent new collection contains two of those stories plus nineteen others, eight of them new. With an Introduction by Robert Shearman.

The Flowering by Alison Littlewood (Black Shuck Shadows #30, November) is a mini-collection of six stories by the talented author, one of them new.

Chasing Spirits by John Llewellyn Probert (Black Shuck Shadows #31, November) is a charming, if horrific, trio of original stories about a not very good writer who becomes embroiled in supernatural events against his will.

Liminal Spaces: Horror Stories by Deborah Sheldon (IFGW Publishing) features twenty-four stories of supernatural and psychological horror, six of them new.

Effects Vary by Michael Harris Cohen (Cemetery Gates Media) is an impressive debut collection with twenty-two, sharply written dark stories, two of them new.

All Our Hearts Are Ghosts & Other Stories by Peter Atkins (Shadowridge Press) presents ten stories originally published between 2012 and 2020, in addition to story notes, a comic script, and a piece of fiction that gives a bit of backstory to three supporting characters from Atkins’ script for the movie Hellraiser III: Hell on Earth.

This Attraction Now Open Till Late: Strange Sights and Shadows by Kyla Lee Ward (Independent Legions Publishing) is the first collection by the author, and includes thirteen stories, four of them published for the first time, two others first published in other venues in 2022. There is an especially fun (not horror) story about gargoyles grumbling at not getting their fair attention.

Fugue Devil Resurgence by Stephan Mark Rainey (Black Raven Books) marks the thirtieth anniversary of the author’s first collection Fugue Devil. This new edition contains twelve stories, three from the original collection, several published since Fugue Devil, and four new ones.

The Howling Terror and Other Lovecraftian Horror Stories by Tony Richards (Weird House Press) features five long, new pastiches of Lovecraftian horror.

The Harmony of the Stars by Charles Wilkinson (Egaeus Press) contains ten stories in which music plays a a role, originally published in venues as varied as Bourbon Penn, Supernatural Tales, and Interzone. One story is new.

Ghostwritten: Four Novellas by Ronald Malfi (Titan Books) is an excellent collection of four new, interconnected but standalone novellas about dangerous books.

Weird House Press published several collections by Tim Curran, including The Brain Leeches and Other Eldritch Phenomena, Alien Horrors, and Horrors of War. The Brain Leeches and Other Eldritch Phenomena has thirteen Lovecraftian stories, one, a novella published for the first time. Horrors of War brings together eight raw, visceral pieces filled with graphic violence focused on historical and more recent wars. Three of the stories are published for the first time. Cover and interior illustrations are by Brad Moore. Alien Horrors has twelve stories, three of them new.

Breakable Things by Cassandra Khaw (Undertow Publications) is an important debut collection by a quickly rising star in horror. Included are twenty-three beautifully written, sharply etched bite-sized stories of grief and anger and how they can metamorphize into horror. One story is new.

Starless and Bible Black by Susan York (Midnight Street Press) is the first collection by this British writer, and includes seventeen stories, eleven of them new. The reprints were originally published between 2018 and 2021.

We’re Here to Hurt Each Other by Paula D. Ashe (Nictitating Books) is a strong, exceedingly grim debut horror collection of twelve stories, eight of them new.

The Puppet King and Other Atonements by Justin A. Burnett (Trepidatio Publishing) is an excellent debut by a writer better known as Executive Editor of Silent Motorist Media. If you enjoy the weird work of Michael Cisco and Thomas Ligotti, this is for you. All but four of the fourteen stories are new.

Cut to Care by Aaron Dries (IFWG) is a strong debut collection of ten really well-written horror stories by an Australian writer. All but three are published for the first time. With an introduction by Mick Garris.

Burn the Plans by Tyler Jones (Cemetery Gates Media) is a very good debut collection of fifteen stories, five of them reprints.

Something in the Water and Other Stories by Douglas Wynn (Weird House Press) is this author’s debut collection of twelve, mostly Lovecraftian stories, four of them new.

Hell Hath No Sorrow like a Woman Haunted by RJ Joseph (The Seventh Terrace) is a debut collection with twenty-four stories, almost half of them published for the first time.

Her Wan Embrace by David Barker (Weird House Press) is a collection of forty-two supernatural horror stories and poetry, some Lovecraftian. Nine of the stories appear for the first time. With cover art and interior illustrations by Dan Sauer.

Every Crawling, Putrid Thing by David Busboom (Trepidatio Publishing) is a debut collection with fifteen stories, seven of them new, including a couple of entertaining horror tales about vicious dinosaurs.

A Bouquet of Viscera by Bridgett Nelson (self-published) is a debut collection of eight stories, half published for the first time, most of them pretty grisly.

Cruel Stories by Donald Tyson (Weird House Press) includes sixteen stories, nine of them published for the first time, one of those a novella.

The Black Maybe: Liminal Stories by Attila Veres translated from the Hungarian by Luca Karafiáth (Valancourt Books) is the strong English debut of Hungary’s leading horror writer. It includes ten stories and novellas, all but one published in English for the first time. Steve Rasnic Tem provides an Introduction.

Hard Places by Kirstyn McDermott (Trepidatio Publishing) collects fourteen of the Australian author’s best stories, published between 2001 and 2022, some of them Aurealis and Ditmar Award-winners. The 2022 story appears for the first time.

A Different Darkness and Other Abominations by Luigi Musolino (Valancourt Books) edited and translated by James D. Jenkins is an outstanding collection, the first published in English by this prominent Italian horror writer. It includes eight stories and three novellas, all but two published in English for the first time. With an introduction by Brian Evenson. One story is reprinted herein.

An Unheavenly Host by C. E. Ward (Sarob Press) is the author’s fourth collection of horror and consists of eight stories, four of them never before published.

Let Your Hinged Jaw Do the Talking by Tom Johnstone (The Alchemy Press) is the author’s second collection and contains sixteen stories, four published for the first time. Two of the reprints were chosen for earlier volumes of my Best Horror series. With an introduction by Colleen Anderson.

The Autopsy: Best Weird Stories of Michael Shea edited by Linda Shea and S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press) is a welcome collection of some of the late writer’s best work in weird fiction. It includes eleven stories and an Introduction by S. T. Joshi.

Lies of Tenderness by Stephen Volk (PS Publishing) is the fourth collection by this British author. Included are seventeen stories, six of them appearing for the first time. Volk provides story notes for each story. One story was reprinted in my Best Horror of the Year Volume Thirteen.

Drowning in the Sky by Rebecca Lloyd (Egaeus Press) is the author’s fifth collection of short stories. There are twelve weird, dark, and often horrific stories, five of them published for the first time.

17 Stories of Death & Desire by Andrew Lyall (self-published) is a promising debut with seventeen stories, all but four of them published for the first time.

Days of Utter Dread, by Graham Masterton with Dawn G Harris (Head of Zeus) contains ten stories, two of them published for the first time. Two stories (one of the new ones) are co-written by Masterton and Harris.

What Remains When the Stars Burn Out by P. L. McMillan (Salt Heart Press) has twelve stories, some supernatural, some sf/horror four of them published for the first time.

The Fall: Five More Tales From the Gulp by Alan Baxter (13th Dragon Books) features five novellas set in an isolated town in Australia that is known for its strangeness and multiple disappearances.

Mestiza Blood by V. Castro (Flame Tree Press) has fourteen entertaining stories, all centered on the Chicana experience-ghosts, monsters, and monstrous humans galore.

Growth by Elin Olausson (Dark Ink) is an impressive debut of twenty stories, twelve published for the first time.

MIXED-GENRE COLLECTIONS

The Adventurists by Richard Butner (Small Beer Press) is the author’s first full collection of stories. It contains sixteen stories published over his long career, and while none are out-and-out horror, there is some uncanny work here. Extenuating Circumstances: Stories of Crime and Suspense by Joyce Carol Oates (Mysterious Press) features twenty-four stories imbued with darkness. Three Against the Dark: Collected Dr. Venn Occult Detective Mysteries by Frank Coffman (Mind’s Eye Publications) contains eight supernatural detective stories featuring a nineteenth-century alienist, a Jesuit priest, and a plucky young woman. A good example of this sub-genre of dark fantasy. Boys, Beasts, and Men by Sam J. Miller (Tachyon) is the author’s first collection, with a mixed-genre batch of fourteen stories published between 2013 and 2022 (one for the first time). One story is an unusual take on John Carpenter’s The Thing. Eastmouth and Other Stories by Alison Moore (Salt Modern Stories) is the author’s second collection with twenty-one stories, three new. Although most of her work is mainstream, there are the occasional dark stories, some of which can be considered horror. The Envious Nothing: A Collection of Literary Ruin by Curtis M. Lawson (Hippocampus Press) has twenty-two stories, almost half new. The Coffin Maker’s Book of Dark Tales by Curtis M. Lawson and Joshua Rex (Weird House Press) contains twelve mostly dark, sometimes weird stories, six by each of the authors. Chasing Whispers by Eugen Bacon (Raw Dog Screaming Press) features thirteen stories of sf, fantasy, and dark fantasy—many permeated with African history and folktales. The Man Who Loved Kuras and Other Stories by Brian Howell (Salt Modern Stories) is a fascinating collection of twelve strange stories, more than half new, many dark. The Art of Broken Things by Joanne Anderton (Trepidatio Publishing) is the second collection by this Australian award-winning author. It includes thirteen stories of sf/f/h, two of them new. A Slice of the Dark and Other Stories by Karen Heuler (Fairwood Press) includes sixteen stories, half of them new. Heuler’s work can be playful, eerie, darkly surreal, and sometimes all three at the same time. She writes science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories with equal ease, the only thing they have in common is their originality. Zothique: The Final Cycle: The Complete Zothique Stories of Clark Ashton Smith edited by Ronald S. Hilger (Hippocampus Press) is a companion volume to The Averoigne Chronicles published in 2021 and is the second in a projected series. The volume uses newly restored and corrected texts and includes twenty-five pieces of fiction and poetry. With an introduction by Donald Sidney-Fryer. The Transgressionists and Other Disquieting Works by Georgio de Maria translated by Ramon Glazov (Talos Press) contains the title short novel and a second short novel—which along with three shorter works—are their first English translations from Italian. Surreal, sometimes horrific. Our Fruiting Bodies by Nisi Shawl (Aqueduct Press) is the author’s second collection, and covers her mixed-genre work published between 2003 and 2018. And At My Back I Always Hear by Scott Nicolay (Word Horde) is the author’s second ambitious collection of eight darkly weird stories and novellas—two of them new (one of these science fiction). Long Memories and Other Writings by Peter Cannon (Hippocampus Press) collects Cannon’s reminiscences about his twenty-year friendship with Frank Belknap Long and six of his fiction pieces using Long as a character or riffing upon Long’s work. As the Tide Came Flowing In by Sonya Taaffe (Nekyia Press) includes ten dark fantasy and uncanny poems (one new) and a new novelette. Singing and Sighing, Collected Stories Volume One by D. P. Watt (Zagava) is a beautifully produced hardcover, showcasing twenty weird, often dark, and sometimes grotesque stories, three of them new. With an introduction by Douglas Thompson. The Ana Log and Other Anomalies by Michael Gray Baughan (Independent Legions Publishing) has thirteen weird stories, six of them new, a few of them horror. All Nightmare Long by Tim Lebbon (PS Publishing) is a large volume of twenty-three science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories, two of them new. With an introduction by Sarah Pinborough and story notes by the author. Spontaneous Human Combustion by Richard Thomas (Keylight Books) is the author’s fourth collection, and is a mix of fourteen science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories, one of them new. Brian Evenson provides a Foreword. The Nectar of Nightmares by Craig Laurence Gidney (Underland Press) is the author’s third collection, with fourteen stories, one new. Seven Empty Houses by Samanta Schweblin translated by Megan McDowell (Riverhead) is the second collection of this Brazilian writer who now lives in Berlin. The six stories and one novella are not horror but weird enough for some to be of interest to more eclectic readers. Four of the works are new. Fantasy Kit by Adam McOmber (Black Lawrence Press) is the author’s third collection, and contains thirty-five very brief, subtly dark stories, most previously published in literary journals. Where Night Cowers by Matthew M. Bartlett (JournalStone) features nineteen weird, dark stories, one new. Bad Dolls by Rachel Harrison (Berkley) contains four entertaining dark fantasy stories about friendships and families—only one about an actual doll. The Eldritch Equations and Other Investigations by Peter Rawlik (Jackanapes Press) is a collection of three pieces of weird, Lovecraftian detective fiction and a novel. Stealing God and Other Stories by Bruce McAllister (Aeon Press) showcases eighteen stories of fantasy, dark fantasy, and horror originally published between 2008 and 2021. Whatever genre McAllister writes in, his heart and talent as a wordsmith shine through. My Lady of Plagues and Other Gothic Fairy Tales by Elana Gomel (Weird House Press) is a beautifully produced collection of sixteen dark fantasy stories, five of them published for the first time. With effective interior color illustrations by Nick Greenwood. Scenes From a Village by Jeffrey Thomas (Oddness) is an interesting, mostly dark fantasy chapbook of three original vignettes about a village in Southeast Asia. A Study in Ugliness by H. Pueyo (Lethe Press) is the debut collection by this Argentinian-Brazilian writer and contains ten varied stories, three of them new. The stories are published in English and Portuguese. What I Was Afraid Of by Eric Hanson (Tartarus Press) collects nineteen, never previously published stories. Some are weird and disconcerting, some are dark. Palimpsest by Caitlin Marceau (Ghost Orchid Press) is the debut collection by this Canadian writer and has fourteen dark fantasy and horror stories, two of them published for the first time. How to See Ghosts & Other Figments by Orrin Grey (Word Horde) is the fourth collection by this prolific author of uncanny and dark short stories, two of the eighteen appearing for the first time. There are story notes by the author, and Silvia Moreno-Garcia has provided an Introduction. Black City Skyline and Darker Horizons by Barry Lee Dejasu (Hippocampus Press) is a debut collection of fifteen stories, nine of them published for the first time. Some are weird, a few are Lovecraftian. T.E.D. Klein provides a Foreword. Manchester Uncanny by Nicholas Royle (Confingo) has sixteen stories, most of them offbeat but not horror. Three of the stories appear for the first time. Turning of the Seasons: A Dark Almanac by J. S. Breukelaar and Seb Doubinsky (IFWG) is a chapbook of dark fantasy and horror stories, vignettes, and poetry by the writers. Dark Arts by Eric Stener Carlson (Tartarus Press) is an intriguing collection of twelve weird, dark stories, all but two published for the first time. Moonless Nocturne: Tales of Dark Fantasy and Horror Noir by Hank Schwaeble (Esker and Riddle Press) is a good mix of ten sf/horror, mystery, and horror stories, four of them new. Parallel Hells by Leon Craig (Sceptre) is an interesting debut collection with thirteen strange, occasionally dark stories, seven of them published for the first time. A Sliver of Darkness by C. J. Tudor (Ballantine) is another debut collection, this one by a writer who has made a name for herself writing award-winning thrillers. Included in the volume are eleven fantasy, crime, and horror stories, all but three published for the first time. Life Ceremony by Sayaka Murata translated from the Japanese by Ginny Tapley Takemori (Grove Press) is a weird collection of twelve stories, all but one new. The stories about cheerful cannibalism and another of unusual eating habits are the standouts for me. Holy Terror by Cherie Priest (Subterranean Press) is the first story collection by an author best known for her steampunk novels. Included are thirteen stories and novellas, and a poem. One story—which is fascinating—is new. The Fig Garden and Other Stories by Mark Valentine (Tartarus Press) is a collection of eleven weird and usually dark stories, two of them new.

CHAPBOOKS AND NOVELLAS

Paradoxes From Hell by Thomas Ligotti (Cadabra Press) reprints two prose poems and a short story, previously published but difficult to find (all revised for the volume). With illustrations by Jonathan Dennison. The Babysitter Lives by Stephen Graham Jones (Audible) only available on audio for now, is about a haunted house where two children were murdered by their mother and a babysitter, who eleven years later who is hired to sit for a pair of twins on Halloween Eve. Nicholas Royle’s Nightjar Press missed a year, but published several chapbooks in 2022 with high-quality stories, some of them dark. The best of the dark ones were “The Lake” by John Foxx, “Medlar” by Joanne Done, “Guest” by Françoise Harvey, “The Country Pub” by David Gaffney, and “The Lake” by Livi Michel. Tor.com published the horror novellas Lucky Girl or How I Became a Horror Writer: A Krampus Story by M. Rickert, a powerfully, disturbing piece of work about a struggling writer who hosts Christmas dinner for four strangers she’s met at the local diner on Thanksgiving. They tell ghost stories, some disturbing, even gruesome, and those stories proceed to taint all of their lives. Also Malcolm Devlin’s And Then I Woke Up, a gut-wrenching, moving tale about a plague that makes people believe they are in the middle of a zombie-type apocalypse scenario. Is it real or a delusion? Either way it’s disrupted the world (these two latter novellas were acquired and edited by me). Halloween Beyond: Piercing the Veil is a chapbook with three dark fantasies by Lisa Morton, Lucy A. Snyder, and Kate Maruyama (Dark Tide). Helpmeet by Naben Ruthnum (Undertow Publications) is a fascinating, grotesque tale of body horror as a nineteenth-century wife cares for her husband, a man nearing death from a mysterious plague that is eating away at him physically. House of Pungsu by K. P. Kulski (Bizarro Pulp Press) is a beautiful re-envisioning of a Korean folk story about three generations of female captives of a decaying palace and what happens when the daughter unexpectedly begins to menstruate. Twenty Years Dead by Richard Farren Barber (Crystal Lake Publishing) is about a man attempting to find the answer to his father’s abandonment twenty years earlier—from the dead man himself. Consume by Kourtnea Hogan (Bizarro Pulp Press) is about a teenager’s obsession with another classmate that eventually devolves into body horror. Nature’s Perfume by Mark Towse (JournalStone) is about what happens when four friends embark on a trip to the Amazon before adult responsibilities subsume them. Bad things occur. What Moves the Dead by T. Kingfisher (Nightfire) is a retelling of The Fall of the House of Usher—with fungi. We Can Never Leave This Place by Eric LaRocca (Trepidatio Publishing) is a post-apocalyptic dark fantasy about what happens after a young girl’s father’s dead body is returned to her and her mother by two strangers. The Inamorata, or, Death’s Beloved by Joshua Rex (Weird House Press) is a gothic about a great violinist who in 1799 is persuaded by Count Canis to travel to the castle Teethsgate for a new commission. (Perhaps the violinist and his father might have taken heed from the foreshadowing here?)

POETRY

Star*Line is the official quarterly journal of the Science Fiction Poetry Association. During 2022 it was edited by Jean-Paul Garnier. It regularly publishes members’ science fiction and fantasy poetry—and occasional horror. It also publishes reviews of other poetry magazines, collections, and anthologies plus a market report. There was notable dark poetry in 2022 by Avra Margariti, Rob Cameron, FJ Doucet, Ai Jiang, Brian Hugenbruch, Vanessa Jae, Emmie Christie, and Jeanette Gibson.

The 2022 Rhysling Anthology edited by F. J. Bergmann and Brian U. Garrison selected by the Science Fiction Poetry Association (Science Fiction and Fantasy Poetry Association) is used by members to vote for the best short and long poems of the year, and can be considered an annual report on the state of speculative poetry. This year’s volume, covering the year 2021, is more than 280 pages, and is divided into Short Poems and Long Poems. It’s a great resource for checking out the poetic side of speculative and horror fiction. The volume includes a history of past winners.

The Hand that Wounds by David E. Cowen (Weasel Press) is a fine collection of reprinted and new poems.

Foundlings by Cindy O’Quinn and Stephanie Ellis (self-published) is an excellent collection of found poetry inspired by Linda D. Addison and Alessandro Manzetti—using some of their words.

Tombstones: Selected Horror Poems by G.O. Clark (Weird House Press) is a very good collection that reprints horror poems from three different periods of Clark’s oeuvre, with the fourth section mostly comprised of poems published for the first time, with a few reprints.

Escaping the Body: Poems by Chloe N. Clark (Interstellar Flight Press) is a lovely collection of reprinted and new poetry, some of it dark.

Dwarf Stars 2022 edited by Adele Gardner and Greer Underwood (Science Fiction and Fantasy Poetry Association) collects the best very short speculative poems published in 2021. The poems are ten lines or fewer and the prose poems one hundred words or fewer.

Spectral Realms edited by S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press), is a showcase for weird and dark poetry. Two issues came out in 2022. In addition to original poems there’s a section with classic reprints and a review column. During the year, there was notable poetry by Max I. Gold, Geoffrey Reiter, Ian Futter, Darrell Schweitzer, Paul Grant, Holly Day, Scott J. Couturier, Ngo Binh Anh Khoa, Carl E. Reed, and Rebecca Fraser.

Girls From the County by Donna Lynch (Raw Dog Screaming Press) is a powerful collection of folk horror, true crime, ghosts, predators, and work reflecting fears of the city.

Ballads for the Witching Hour by Adam Bolivar (Hippocampus Press) contains about fifty weird and dark poems and brief plays, mostly about the enigmatic character Jack. More than half are new.

The Gravity of Existence by Christina Sng (Interstellar Flight Press) is an excellent collection of short poems about monsters, ghosts, and retellings of fairy tales by this accomplished poet.

The Rat King by Sumiko Saulson (DookyZines) is the author’s fifth collection of poetry, and in addition to including some relatively light poems about classic monsters, is a powerfully intimate exploration of pain combined with sharp social commentary.

Elegies of Rotting Stars by Tiffany Morris (Nictitating Books) is a powerful debut collection of almost thirty-five short poems, most of which are published for the first time. The language is by turn sharp and lush, and the imagery is dazzling. Morris incorporates Mi’kmaq words and phrases in a successful attempt to reclaim her Canadian-Mi’kmaw heritage.

Kubrick Rhapsody by Alessandro Manzetti and Karen Runge (Independent Legions Publishing) is an interesting collection of poetry inspired by Stanley Kubrick movies. Included are four short stories by David J. Schow, John Skipp, Craig Spector, and Richard Christian Matheson also inspired by Kubrick.

Crime Scene by Cynthia Pelayo (Raw Dog Screaming Press) is a powerful and poetic examination of crime and its victims posed as a series of reports on different aspects of several murders.
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