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Our purpose at Howard Books is to:


• Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians


• Inspire holiness in the lives of believers


• Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere


Because He’s coming again!
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OK, FELLAS, this book’s for you. And it’s about time. After all, the women have had their fair share of books for years—and you know exactly the kind of “girl books” I’m talking about: all those frilly tomes with flowers and babies and hearts and kittens on the covers. But where have they been hiding all the books for us guys—those of us who, when we’re finished with our daily devotional time, would rather read the sports page than the fashion page? Well, boys, here it is.


This book is designed specifically for all you manly men who love sports. You know who you are: you’re the guys who’d rather talk about Peyton Manning and Kurt Schilling than Hillary and Bill. You have informed opinions about who’s the best receiver in the NFL, the best arm in the Majors, and the best 2-guard in the NBA. You know the NASCAR drivers by their names and their numbers. And even though you probably can’t name three or four of the nine Supreme Court justices, you can name all nine starters for the Atlanta Braves. Yep, when it comes to the sports bug, you’ve got it bad.


But you’re also the men who try to spend at least a few minutes every day reading your Bible and getting your plays called by the Coach upstairs. So, hopefully, this book will give you and your sports-minded buddies a few ideas to chew on and a few things to talk about. Because this book isn’t just about guy stuff; it’s about guy stuff and God stuff (with a strong emphasis on the latter).


The guy stuff you and your peeps like to chew the fat about isn’t a deep, dark mystery; it usually fits into a few major categories: sports, business, politics, cars, money, the yard, more sports, your fantasy league, and did I say sports? The God stuff, on the other hand, may be a little more difficult to categorize. And that’s where this book can help. I’ve divided it into thirty personal devotional readings that can double as jumping-off points for discussions with your friends about God’s playbook.


So take a tip from your ol’ pal Dennis Swanberg (known to my friends, and now you, as “the Swan”). The next time you roll out of bed and head down to the local diner for an early-morning confab with the boys—or the next time you do lunch with the guys just so you can talk about matters of life and sports—remember that it’s not enough to be a manly man who talks about manly stuff. You’ve also got to be a godly man who talks—and thinks—about God stuff. When you do, you’ll be a winner in the game of life … and you’ll be invited to the postgame celebration that endures for all eternity.







WHATEVER YOU LOVE MOST, BE IT SPORTS, PLEASURE, BUSINESS OR GOD, THAT IS YOUR GOD.


Billy Graham


A WORD FROM THE COACH


You shall have no other gods before me.


—Exodus 20:3 NIV





devotional 1


[image: image]


THE CAPTAIN OF YOUR TEAM
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WARMUPS


• Who’s the captain of your team?


• Who’s calling the plays?


• In other words, who’s really running things at your house: you, your wife, the kids, the neighbors, your cat Mittens … or God?


GOING DEEP


IT’S EASY to talk about letting God take charge of your life, but how do you actually manage to do it? After all, you’re a busy man with tons of responsibilities. You’ve got important decisions to make every day, and you can’t wait for God to carve the answers on a stone tablet, Ten Commandments style. Sometimes you’ve got to make decisions right now or suffer the consequences.


HE WHO OFFERS TO GOD A SECOND PLACE OFFERS HIM NO PLACE.


John Ruskin


And as you know, play calling isn’t always simple. It isn’t like you get to make decisions in a vacuum. Far from it! If you’re married, you probably consult your wife; if you’ve got kids, you’ve got to think about them too. Your boss may have a little something to say about things. And if you’re a dues-paying member of the A-Team (that’s America’s Team), then your good ol’ Uncle Sam has a few rules you need to follow as well. So where exactly does God fit into this picture? Well, here’s the way it is: either you manage to put your heavenly Father in first place, or he doesn’t really fit in at all.


If you insist on relegating God to second place, you’re dooming yourself to a second-class existence—or worse. And that’s too bad, because God has better plans for you and your family.


If you want to tap into God’s plan for your life, you’ll need to put him right where he belongs: in first place. Putting him close to first place isn’t good enough. It’s just like your high-school football coach used to say: “Close only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades.” Second, third, or fourth place isn’t good enough for God—nor, by the way, should it be good enough for you.


Now, you may be thinking: here in the real world, putting God first is easier said than done. You’re right. It isn’t always easy to put obeying God ahead of everything else in your life. But it’s always the right thing to do. And when you put God first, you earn lots of big rewards. One of those rewards has to do with making decisions.


When you finally make up your mind to make God the undisputed captain of your team—when you decide to put God first in every aspect of your life—decision making gets easier. Why? Because God’s Word tells you what to do and, just as important, what not to do. So instead of sitting around in a state of confusion (or in the grip of temptation), you can simply get busy doing the right thing.


WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE PEOPLE IN THE GAME OF LIFE, AND WE SHOULD CHALLENGE PEOPLE TO STUDY THE WORD OF GOD.


Joe Gibbs


RECAP …


Putting God first means obeying him first, worshiping him first, praising him first, and serving him first. Period. If God is your captain, you’re a winner. If he’s not, you’re not.


IN THE HUDDLE


TALK TO your friends about putting God first in every aspect of your lives, including the things you watch on TV. Talk about the messages you receive from the popular media, and compare those messages to the teachings of God’s Word. Discuss ways you can protect yourselves and your families from the temptations and distractions of everyday life. And while you’re at it, ask this question: does God really approve of every single TV show (and movie) my family watches?


GAME PLAN


MAKE YOUR home a TV-free zone at least one night a week. You probably watch lots of sports on TV—and lots of other stuff too. If so, you and your family members are being bombarded with images and ideas—many of which are, at best, a waste of time and, at worst, a powerful negative influence. So try this experiment: Turn off all the televisions in your house at least one night a week. Spend that evening talking with your family about life, love, and God. It’s up to you as a parent to exercise thoughtful control and make sure your kids don’t channel surf their way through life.


Patrick Morley


NO TEST OF A MAN’S TRUE CHARACTER IS MORE CONCLUSIVE THAN HOW HE SPENDS HIS TIME AND HIS MONEY.


GAME NOTES


An important lesson I learned this week:
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What I feel God is telling me this week:
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How I’ll put this week’s game plan into action:
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A WORD FROM THE COACH


Concentrate on doing your best for God, work you won’t be ashamed of, laying out the truth plain and simple.


—2 Timothy 2:15 MSG





devotional 2
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YOUR “A” GAME
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WARMUPS


• Are you waiting for fortune to drop in your lap?


• Are you whining more and winning less, or are you determined to work your way to the top despite life’s inevitable setbacks?


• Do you think winning should be easy, or are you willing to work for your victories?


GOING DEEP


FACE IT: everybody in your family likes to eat, and they’d all prefer to live indoors. That means somebody (or more than one somebody) has to bring home the bacon. And most likely one of those somebodies is the good-looking fellow you see in the mirror.


In some countries you might have to work eighty hours a week just to keep your family fed; but in America it’s usually a lot easier than that. You probably won’t have to work twelve-hour days to make ends meet. In the land of the free and the home of the brave, you can earn big rewards by working forty or fifty hours a week—if you’re willing to work hard and smart, which means bringing your “A” game to work. Every day.


WORK IS DOING IT. DISCIPLINE IS DOING IT EVERY DAY. DILIGENCE IS DOING IT WELL EVERY DAY.


Dave Ramsey


Grambling State University’s legendary football coach Eddie Robinson observed, “You can have anything you want if you’re willing to pay the price.” Well, maybe you can have almost anything you want if you’re willing to work hard enough for it. But here’s a little word of warning: while America is a land of opportunities, it’s not a land of guarantees. If you’re not willing to do the work, you shouldn’t expect to reap the rewards.


Thomas Edison became one of America’s most productive inventors despite the fact that his formal education was limited to a mere three months. When questioned about his success, Edison spoke these now famous words: “Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.” Edison and his associates invented the first practical incandescent light, the phonograph, motion-picture equipment, and more than a thousand other patented devices. These impressive accomplishments came not just from creative genius but from endless hours of old-fashioned, shoulder-to-the-wheel perseverance. Edison’s hard work paid off—and yours can too.
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