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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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For Heidi, Louise, Chuck, and Gene, my beloved grandchildren

—S. W.

For kids like you who enjoy books

with excitement, magic, and laughs!

—J. H.






Cast of Characters
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Cyclops (SI•clops): tall girl with only one eye

Griffin (GRIFF•en): half-eagle, half-lion boy

Hippocampus (hip•uh•KAMP•us): girl horse with a fish tail

Minotaur (MI•no•tohr): boy bull

Pegasus (PEG•uh•suss): boy horse

Sphinx (SFINGKS): girl with a human head, eagle wings, and a lion body
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Cerberus (SER•burr•us): three-headed dog boy

Chimera (ky•MEER•uh): girl with a lion head, a goat head, and a dragon head

Geryon (JEE•ree•uhn): boy with three heads and bodies, four wings, and stinky breath
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Mr. Chiron (KY•rawn): schoolteacher centaur (part man, part horse)

Zeus (ZOOSS): boy, king of the gods in Greek mythology
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Hi, I’m Pegasus. I’m a horse, of course. And I’m a Creature, too—a mythical being. See this trail I’m climbing? It goes almost to the top of Mount Olympus. I’ve been invited to the School for Magical Monsters up there. Tomorrow’s my first day. It’s gonna be great!

At my old school I didn’t really fit in. I was the only Creature there. But I’ve heard that lots of Creatures go to my new school. I can’t wait to meet them!

Flap! Flap! Yikes! A big pair of sparkly white wings swoops down from the sky. The wings aren’t attached to anything. Not to a bird, a dragon, or a fairy!

Whoosh! Those wings zoom straight at me. Their feathers almost get tangled in my mane! I shake myself all over till they fly away.

Eek! They dive-bomb me again! I whirl. I twirl. But I’m a little clumsy. This time I stumble. I trip over a rock and land on my belly.

KERPLUNK!

Okay, it’s true. I’m a lot clumsy!

But the wings fly skyward again. Guess I showed them. Ha!

“Hey, you! Fancy-dancy pants!” a voice booms. “I’m trying to catch those wings. Stop scaring them away!”

I leap up to see a boy with black hair. “Why do you want them?” I ask.

The boy rolls his eyes. “Duh? Because they have magic.”

“Awesome!” I say. “I’m gonna get my own magic soon. I don’t know what it’ll be yet, but at my new school everyone finds a special power sooner or later. When I finally get mine I guess I could call it my… er… horse-power.” I laugh at my silly joke. Snort! Snort!

“Lucky you,” says the boy. “I could use some magic myself. Wing magic!”

“What for, though?” I ask.

The boy doesn’t say. Instead, he looks me over. “Hey! You’re a Creature, right?” he says. “That’s cool.”


[image: Image]


Cool? I’m not used to such respect. At my old school, I got teased for being different and clumsy. So I smile at him. “Mmm-hmm.”

Flap! Flap! The wings are back!

“Woo-hoo!” shouts the boy. He chases after them. “See ya!” he calls over his shoulder. “I need those wings. They’re my only hope!”

“Wait! I’m Pegasus. Who are you?” I call.

“Zeus!” the boy replies. Then he disappears over a hill.

Uh-oh! The sun’s going down. It’ll be dark soon. I gallop up the mountain lickety-split. When I arrive at a signpost, I’m huffing and puffing. The sign reads SCHOOL FOR MAGICAL MONSTERS.

Two arrows below the sign point in opposite directions. The one pointing left says CREATURES. The one pointing right says BEASTS.
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Um… what? Beasts also go to my new school? This is terrible news! They’re monsters too, of course. But they’re mean! They don’t like us Creatures. At least that’s what I’ve heard.
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