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FOREWORD


	Partisanship and polarization aren’t new problems in America. But when it really mattered—like in the aftermath of 9/11 or the 2008 financial crisis—Republicans and Democrats in Washington managed to come together to legislate and lead in a way that made America safer and more secure.


	We were there, representing Indiana in the Senate and Virginia’s 11th District in the House. In the wake of those calamities, we saw real leadership from people on both sides, along with a sense of urgency, clarity, and above all, national unity.


	And then it was gone. Soon, the strident partisanship returned, and before long it curdled into something even worse: tribalism, and a growing sense on both sides that one’s political opponents were not fellow citizens to be debated but enemies to be destroyed.


	This corrosion of our political system and culture was already underway when both of us left Congress about a decade ago. Political scientists can debate the extent to which each side is responsible, but both parties have worked to ratchet up the pressure and widen the divide, needling their adversaries when they were in power, and acting as obstructionists when they were out. Now, with the 2020 election upon us, the tribalism is getting even worse and forcing us to entertain what would have once been an unthinkable question: If another 9/11 or economic crisis hit America tomorrow, could leaders in Washington put aside the petty politics and work with the sense of common purpose and patriotism that has enabled America to endure and thrive through so many dark times throughout our history?


	We are not so sure. And that is why we are more committed than we have ever been to the mission of No Labels—where we serve as volunteer advisors—which has been working tirelessly since 2010 to bridge the divide in American politics.


	No Labels’ mission is difficult but not impossible because this organization speaks for a vast and frustrated majority that is finally waking from its slumber and recognizing the danger that the extremes on both sides pose to America’s ability to govern itself. In poll after poll, most Americans say they prefer political leaders willing to compromise to get things done rather than just stick to their principles if it means getting nothing done. And yet, Washington—despite being populated by what many Americans imagine to be weather vanes easily swayed by public opinion—has never seemed more contemptuous of the public’s appetite for cooperation.


	Why?


	The simple answer comes back to something one of us has been saying for years: The partisans have the passion while everyone else has lives.


	The fringes on both sides vote, volunteer, show up at the town halls and donate money, and are relentless and disciplined in pushing their message and agenda. They punch well above their weight in political campaigns, especially given the fact that more than eight out of ten US House seats are in districts that are “safe” for one party, which means the primary is the only election that matters. But voter turnout in these races is often between just 10%–20% of the electorate, and most of the people who do turn out are much further to the Left or Right than the country at large.


	The Far Left and Far Right may have different ideas, but they are sending the same clear message to political candidates and leaders: “Don’t you dare work with the other side. If you do, we are coming for you.” That’s how we end up with a Congress with too many members who equate compromise with treason and have little interest in forging meaningful working relationships with anyone in the other party.


	In Washington and throughout our political system there are plenty of constituencies promoting and profiting from conflict. There has been no constituency for cooperation. But that is starting to change thanks to No Labels, which is finally organizing the vast swath of the public that wants our leaders to work together to solve problems.


	Although the easy shorthand explanation for America’s dysfunction is the intractable divide between Democrats and Republicans, there is also a growing divide within the parties between their governing and extremist wings. Leaders on the Center Right and Center Left are finding they may have more in common with one another than the fringes in their own parties, and with that recognition comes the potential for a welcome and overdue realignment in American politics.


	Thus far in the 2020 election, neither President Trump nor the many Democrats vying to replace him appear interested in speaking to voters beyond their base. But as we approach next year’s election—and the candidates recognize the coalition necessary to win a party primary is very different from the one required to win a general—they’ll have to move beyond narrowcasting to their base and toward broadcasting to the country. When they do, they and their campaigns would be well-served to read the book Ryan Clancy and Margaret White have written.


	No Labels’ Ultimate Guide to the 2020 Election cuts through the noise and the partisan spin to explain the nature of America’s problems and the policy choices available to the next president. In a political environment in which each side wants to make every issue seem black and white, Margaret and Ryan will help you understand the many shades of gray. After you read this book, we think you’ll recognize that Americans aren’t as hopelessly divided as some imagine.


	There is common ground to be found, if only our leaders are willing to look for it.


	We don’t agree with every single idea Margaret and Ryan propose in the Ultimate Guide. But we are proud to write the foreword for this book because we believe Margaret and Ryan have approached our nation’s challenges in much the same way we tried to throughout our careers in Congress: identifying a problem, researching several ideas across the ideological spectrum for how to fix it, and proposing solutions that they believe could generate broad bipartisan support.


	That approach has not only produced a book worth reading; it offers a blueprint for how our next president could unite the country and bring both parties together to solve problems that have festered for far too long.


	We aren’t naïve about how hard this will be. The incentives for politicians on both sides to pander to their base and try to destroy the other side are as strong as they have ever been. But there is another way forward, and No Labels’ Ultimate Guide to the 2020 Election points the way.


	Evan Bayh and Tom Davis, May 2019


	Tom Davis, a Republican, represented Virginia’s 11th district in the US House from 1995–2008. He also chaired the National Republican Congressional Committee from 1999–2003.


	Evan Bayh, a Democrat, was the governor of Indiana from 1989–1997 and served as a US Senator from 1999–2011.
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A Nation Divided


	For years, we’ve worked together as leaders of No Labels, a national organization of Democrats, Republicans, and independents trying to bring America’s political leaders together to solve problems.


	We know this idea sounds crazy in 2019. Democrats and Republicans don’t appear to agree on much of anything, and “hate” does not seem too strong a word for how many partisans feel about the other side.


	This goes well beyond the familiar polarization and legislative gridlock people complained about when No Labels launched in 2010. What’s happening in American politics lately is new, different, and scary: Reason and persuasion—the pillars of our democracy since its founding—are out. Anger and intimidation are in.


	As the 2020 presidential election shapes up, it doesn’t feel like a battle of ideas so much as a war of two tribes bent on the other’s destruction. President Trump says his opponents hate America, and he appears poised to spend the next year firing up his base with endless tweet storms trolling Hollywood, the elites, globalists, and the Left. Meanwhile, the progressive base—fueled by seething hatred for Trump—pushes Democratic primary contenders to embrace the most left-wing policy agenda in generations. We seem headed for a depressing and dispiriting slog to November 2020, when one candidate manages to convince a bare majority of Americans that they are not as bad as their opponent.


	But what if the American people demanded something different?


	Though the extremes seem to dominate our national conversation, they don’t represent anything close to a majority of Americans. A 2018 study by the group More in Common classified just 14% of Americans as “Devoted Conservatives” or “Progressive Activists.” Stuck in between are the two-thirds of Americans who belong to an “exhausted majority,” united by their “sense of fatigue with our polarized national conversation, a willingness to be flexible in their political viewpoints, and a lack of voice in the national conversation.”


	No Labels’ Ultimate Guide to the 2020 Election aims to give a voice to this exhausted majority, to provide an unbiased look at the challenges facing America, and to outline the shape of a new agenda that we believe can unite our divided country.
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Our Disrupted Democracy


	Since 1939, Gallup pollsters have been asking the American public to identify the biggest problem facing our country. In the February 2019 poll, 35% named government, poor leadership, or politicians as the single greatest problem facing the US—the highest percentage who made this choice in at least 55 years.


	How did it get this bad, this fast?


	We blame the iPhone.


	No, Apple is not to blame for upending American democracy. But technology is. In the last 30 years, technology has radically reshaped every aspect of our lives—how we work, how we play, and how we connect to one another. But our political system has barely changed at all. And it simply can’t keep up.


	Our political system is still stuck in the Industrial Age, and it has no way to deal with the changes brought about by the Information Age. And neither do many of the citizens and communities across the country—and around the world—who increasingly feel left behind.


	It only gets harder from here because technology doesn’t progress in a linear fashion. It progresses exponentially.


	In 1965, Gordon Moore—the founder of Intel, which invented the first microprocessor—made a prescient prediction. He said the number of transistors you could fit on an integrated circuit—a measure of the amount of processing power you could pack into a chip—would double every two years. Moore’s Law, as it became known, held true for over 50 years, and it explains why your smartphone has more computing power than all of NASA possessed in 1969 when it sent a man to the moon.


	Technology unquestionably makes our lives better. Thanks to technology and innovation, we have conquered diseases, saved lives, developed cleaner energy, and created unprecedented prosperity. Life is more convenient than many of us ever imagined.


	But technology always brings disruption. It was true when millions moved from farms to factories at the turn of the 20th century. It’s still true today.


	Technology has usually followed a familiar pattern: When breakthrough innovations happen—like the advent of the cotton gin, the steam engine, the car, or the internet—they kill old, unproductive industries and jobs. And they create new and better ones.


	When this change happens over decades, communities and our political system have time to adjust. But today, this change is happening instantaneously. And our political system isn’t remotely equipped to handle it.


	You could argue that Donald Trump is the 45th president of the United States because he told Americans a simple story: “You are worse off—and good jobs are harder to find—because of immigration and bad trade deals.”


	Most who’ve researched the issue don’t endorse the president’s view, with one notable study finding that 85% of lost US manufacturing jobs resulted from technological change, not trade. The real problem isn’t NAFTA. It’s the factory that used to employ 10,000 people but now employs 1,000 with robots doing the rest. A 2019 Brookings Institution report found that as many as a quarter of the current jobs in the US are at risk of being disrupted by artificial intelligence (AI).


	Just look at truck driving, which is the most common occupation in 29 states and provides a solid middle-class income. In 2015, the first self-driving semitruck was tested in Nevada. Uber has started testing driverless cars on public roads.


	So let’s do a little thought experiment together. If AI decimates the top job in most states, what do you think will happen to our already fragile democracy?


	Answer: It will strain it like never before, unless we do something about it.


	Knowing this is coming, as many politicians in Washington do, you would imagine that the future and the challenges of technological change would be front and center in our political debate. But in their own way, both the Left and Right are pushing agendas rooted in the distant past.
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	“Right” and “Left”? 


	The 2020 presidential race has featured almost two dozen candidates running. In this book, we will explain the kinds of policies the Left and the Right are pushing these candidates to embrace. It is important, however, to first define the “Left” and “Right.” Although the Left does include radicals like Antifa and the Right includes white nationalists, these groups aren’t our focus. For the purposes of this book, when we mention “Left” and “Right,” we invite you to think of the most ideological flanks of the Congressional Progressive Caucus and the Freedom Caucus. It’s still a rough proxy, but we hope you get the point.


	


	The Green New Deal vs 
Make America Great Again


	The Green New Deal, proposed in early 2019 by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Sen. Edward Markey (D-MA) and endorsed by several Democratic presidential contenders, is still more aspirational idea than actual policy agenda. But it envisions a “new national, social, industrial, and economic mobilization on a scale not seen since World War II” to combat climate change, to correct economic and social injustices, and to guarantee employment, housing, and health care. 


	Make America Great Again combines a mix of 1950s nostalgia, 1980s economics, and President Trump’s skepticism toward trade and immigration.


	The Green New Deal and Make America Great Again resonate because they speak to real and urgent concerns. Climate change is happening, and it’s getting worse. Globalization and free trade have not distributed their benefits equitably, and too many American communities have been left behind with little hope for the future.


	Meanwhile, business and political leaders have contributed to or overseen catastrophic failures like the 2008 financial crisis while others suffered the consequences. No one went to jail. No one took the blame. They got reelected. They got bonuses. Millions of Americans, on the other hand, lost their jobs and were evicted from their homes.


	Americans are ticked off, and they have a right to be.


	Make America Great Again and the Green New Deal offer radically different visions to address this anger. But they both tap into a deep well of anger in the electorate, and they are great brands. Trump, of course, rode Make America Great Again to victory in 2016. As of early 2019, large majorities of Americans said they supported the goals of the Green New Deal. The problem—as we’ll explore throughout this book—is that both visions too often entail simplistic, unworkable solutions to exceptionally complex challenges.


	Make America Great Again and the Green New Deal—when you look behind the slogans and into the policies—are underpinned by several ideas that push the country much further Right or Left than most Americans want to go.


	This is a feature, not a bug. The way incentives are set up in our system today, politicians and even presidential candidates don’t need to care about what the majority wants. They only need to respond to the comparatively small number of people and interest groups who fund their campaigns and turn out to vote for them in elections—especially the primary elections that narrow Americans’ choices more than most of us appreciate.


	Partisans on the Left and the Right increasingly subscribe to what we at No Labels have long called the “king (or queen) for a day delusion.” It goes a little something like this: If we just fight long and hard enough for what we believe in, we will prevail. We will win enough power in some future election to ram through every item on our wish list. And we won’t have to deal with those evil people on the other side.


	But that day never comes. In a divided country, neither party can ever get all the power it wants. In the instances when one party fully controls the White House and Congress—as when Democrats unilaterally passed the Affordable Care Act in 2010 with no Republican votes and Republicans passed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in 2017 with no Democratic votes—the opposing party immediately tries to dismantle what was just passed. Instead of recognizing the folly of this approach, the extreme partisans double down, demanding more purity and less flexibility in a vicious cycle that never ends. And we end up where we are now, where no one is happy with the status quo, everyone is angry, and our country’s problems keep getting worse.


	As we write this, virtually every force in US politics—money, votes, grassroots energy, and enthusiasm—is pushing our political leaders and parties in one direction: apart.


	The only viable answer to these radical forces dividing America is to create equally strong forces pushing in the other direction.
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No Labels: 
Bridging the Divide


	No Labels was launched in 2010 as an effort to answer two pressing questions about American politics:




			Is there a way to bridge the growing chasm separating the two parties? 


			Could an outside group create incentives to prompt the nation’s political leaders to put country above party?




	Judging from the daily headlines about Washington’s dysfunction almost a decade later, you could be forgiven for thinking the answer to both these questions is an unequivocal “No.” But No Labels has quietly and consistently built a formidable infrastructure of allies in Congress, ideas, and citizens working to create a space in the political center where solutions can be forged.


	Congress


	No Labels spent years just trying to get members of Congress from both parties into a room together. Early on, one of us was meeting with a member of Congress in his office when he pointed across the hallway to the office of a three-term member of the other party and said, “I have never really had a conversation with him before.”


	It was a clarifying moment in which we realized just how dysfunctional our government had become. After all, how could these members possibly work together to solve tough issues if they didn’t like, trust, or even know one another?


	It wasn’t easy, but over time, these meetings built trust, led to legislation, and ultimately to something that had never before existed on Capitol Hill: the creation of a durable bipartisan bloc committed to getting to “yes” on key issues. It’s called the Problem Solvers Caucus.


	In the 2017–2018 session of Congress, the Problem Solvers—which has over 40 members—developed their own bylaws and standards of behavior designed to give them the same sort of voice groups like the Freedom Caucus and Progressive Caucus claimed by sticking together. After long, arduous nights of negotiation, the Problem Solvers emerged publicly with the only bipartisan fix for health care and then a range of bipartisan solutions on gun safety, infrastructure, and immigration and border security. You probably never heard about most of these efforts because House rules and leaders prevented the Problem Solvers’ bipartisan bills from even getting a vote. 


	Encouraged by the Problem Solvers Caucus’s ability to come together on tough issues, but frustrated by the refusal of House leadership to seriously consider these proposals, No Labels, in June 2018, announced The Speaker Project, a reform plan that proposed using the election of a new Speaker of the House as leverage to make rules changes that would give bipartisan ideas a fair hearing and a fighting chance in the next Congress. On July 25, the Problem Solvers Caucus released Break the Gridlock, which had the same goals and echoed many of the same proposals originally offered in The Speaker Project. Twenty Caucus members later committed to only vote for a House Speaker who supported these rule reforms.


	On November 28, nine Democratic members of the House Problem Solvers Caucus announced they had reached agreement with Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Democratic leadership on an ambitious rules reform package that made it easier for bipartisan legislation to get a fair hearing in this Congress. Notably, three Republican members of the Problem Solvers Caucus crossed over to vote for the Democratic rules package—the first time that has happened in two decades.


	This amounted to the most significant House rules changes in decades and the Washington Post praised No Labels and the Problem Solvers for taking the “heat” required to make it happen.


	The Problems Solvers Caucus is an independent, member-driven organization—which means it is separate from No Labels and sets its own agenda and develops its own policy positions—but No Labels believes the existence of the Caucus proves that a bipartisan bloc can thrive in this era of polarized politics.


	Ideas


	No Labels regularly releases reform proposals and books—often informed by in-depth public opinion research—to constructively shape the policy debate. These include:




			The 2016 Policy Playbook for America’s Next President


			Procedural and process reform plans focused on various areas of the federal government (Make Congress Work!, Make the Presidency Work!, Make Government Work!)


			Books, including No Labels: A Shared Vision for a Stronger America; Just the Facts; and How? No Labels Answers the Most Important Question of the 2016 Election





	Some of the ideas introduced in these books went on to become law, most notably “No Budget, No Pay,” which was premised on the simple idea that members of Congress shouldn’t be paid if they don’t pass a budget on time. The idea was implemented as part of a 2013 budget deal, and No Labels continues today to push for its permanent adoption.


	Citizens


	No Labels is a citizen-fueled movement that counts over one million supporters across the country who believe the defining challenges of our time can only be solved with support from both of our political parties.


	Most days, members of Congress are inundated with calls and emails from the angriest and most intransigent voices back home, almost always telling them to say “no” to something. Our citizens are helping leaders in Congress understand there is a numerically larger and passionate group of citizens who will show up at town halls, call and write congressional offices, and support members who are willing to reach across the aisle. With an active presence online, and in local communities, No Labels depends on its citizens to recruit new members and to mobilize at key moments to persuade elected officials to embrace common-sense bipartisan legislation.


	Looking Ahead


	No Labels is creating a new center of gravity in American politics in which the forces in our system align to encourage politicians to come together to solve problems. Our work is quietly paying dividends as No Labels counts over a million supporters online and has citizen-led chapters in every state. 


	Cynics often write off groups like No Labels as squishy centrists or mushy moderates—the kind of people who beg politicians to be nice to one another and settle for a lowest common denominator compromise between the two parties.


	That’s not what this is about.


	We know that there are real philosophical differences between Democrats and Republicans that can’t be papered over with nice words about civility and cooperation. But we also know that throughout history, having Democrats and Republicans at the table and invested in the success of legislation has delivered the most consequential and durable reforms. These include: the creation of Social Security in the 1930s, the passage of Medicare and the Civil Rights Act in the 1960s, tax reform in the 1980s, and the balancing of the budget in the 1990s.


	Even amid Washington’s dysfunction in 2018, Congress passed and the president signed bipartisan legislation to fight opioid abuse, reform financial regulatory laws, and deliver the most significant criminal justice reforms in decades.


	But finding this common ground requires a certain kind of attitude—one that is increasingly dismissed by the Left and Right. It requires a willingness to sit down with anyone—conservative, liberal, or somewhere in between—so long as they are willing to work together to find solutions. It means recognizing that having principled and deeply held political beliefs doesn’t require an all-or-nothing approach to governance. In fact, this attitude is what created this mess in the first place. It’s too often the dominant attitude on the 2020 campaign trail, and it needs to change.


	And this is why we decided to write No Labels’ Ultimate Guide to the 2020 Election.
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The 2020 Unity Agenda


	The late Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY) famously said, “Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.”


	But even a casual observer of American politics knows that everyone now has their own facts. The people who watch Fox News live in one reality. Those who watch MSNBC live in another. Without any agreement on where the country actually is, it’s proving impossible to get agreement on where we need to go.


	The first thing we hope to do with the Ultimate Guide is to build a foundation of facts to help citizens understand the shape and causes of our toughest problems.




			Why is health care so expensive?


			Why is our immigration system so broken?


			Why is the political system so dysfunctional?


			What can be done about the size and influence of huge tech companies?


			Does the American Dream still exist?


			Is there any way to bridge the partisan divide on climate change?




	We hope you’ll find answers to these questions and others throughout the course of this book.


	Throughout each of our policy chapters, we’ve also provided sample questions that citizens and members of the media can—and will, we hope—ask of President Trump and the Democratic candidates when they appear at political events in communities across the country.


	Finally, we aim to help you understand the choices available to deal with our problems. We explain what is being offered by the Right and Left. And we present our own ideas that we collectively call the 2020 Unity Agenda.


	The solutions offered in the 2020 Unity Agenda are underpinned by two core values:




			
Opportunity means that all Americans should be able to go as far as their gifts and drive can take them, and that government policy should encourage and cultivate these gifts.


			
Mutual Responsibility means that both citizens and the government owe something to one another. If citizens work hard and engage in our democracy and civic life, they have a right to expect a government that will solve the problems too large and systemic for citizens or private actors to solve alone. They also expect the government to help catch those Americans who fall through the cracks, whether because of luck, circumstance, or systemic injustice.




	Our ambition for the Ultimate Guide is not to fuel an independent bid for president. And given the strong pull of partisans, we don’t expect Donald Trump to suddenly abandon Make America Great Again nor for Democrats to turn on the Green New Deal. Instead, our aim is to help Americans understand the real challenges that we face and to see that they have a broader set of choices—of leaders and of policy—than they are currently being offered.


	If any of the presidential candidates want to reach beyond their base to speak to the massive but massively unrepresented “exhausted majority,” we think they could do a lot worse than embracing the ideas offered in our Unity Agenda.
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	Many of the ideas in this book came from a new nonprofit called The New Center, whose mission is to “establish the intellectual basis for a viable political center in today’s America.” This book would not be possible without the hard work of The New Center’s policy analysts: Julia Baumel, Evan Burke, Zane Heflin, Laurin Schwab, and Aleksandra Srdanovic. We owe them a huge debt of gratitude.


	In the chapters ahead you’ll find various policy solutions to America’s pressing challenges, but for those who want to dig deeper into policy, The New Center will also release companion papers throughout 2019 and 2020 at www.newcenter.org, that provide more context and granularity surrounding many of these solutions.


	


	Policy Outline


	Our 2020 Unity Agenda doesn’t address every problem. But it tackles many of the biggest ones that will be front and center in the presidential campaign, including:




			Health care


			Energy and climate change


			Infrastructure


			The rise of “Big Tech”


			The American Dream


			Immigration


			The “Magic Money Tree” (i.e., the national debt)


			Gun safety




	Our final—and perhaps most important—policy ideas address the “System,” with ideas that could revitalize our campaign process and restore our democracy.


	Here is a brief overview of our 2020 Unity Agenda:


	Health Care for All


	One hundred eighty-one million Americans get health care insurance through their jobs. Most are happy with it. Instead of blowing up the current health care system, fix the parts that don’t work. Below are solutions for expanding health care access and coverage, reducing costs, addressing the opioid epidemic, and reducing medical errors:




			
Address the Doctor Shortage with more medical schools, more foreign doctors, and by empowering nurses and nurse practitioners to deliver more care.


			
Lower Medicare Buy-In Age From 65 to 55.


			
A Public Option: Create a federally administered public health insurance plan that would be eligible to anyone currently enrolled in Medicaid or an insurance plan through one of the Affordable Care Act exchanges.


			
Catastrophic Care for All: Enroll every American in a high-deductible health care plan that pays for basic preventive care and provides coverage for the catastrophic expenses, like accidents and serious diseases, that drive too many families to bankruptcy.


			
Let the States Innovate with the individual health insurance exchanges. (Unleash the laboratories of democracy!) 


			
Change How Medicaid and Medicare Pay: Value over volume.


			
Let Medicare Negotiate Drug Prices. (The VA does it. Why can’t Medicare?)


			
Real Price Transparency: Empower consumers to shop for the most affordable care.


			
Stop the Crazy Lawsuits: Implement real tort reform to prevent the “defensive medicine” that costs over $100 million per year.


			
Curb the Influence of Drug Industry Middlemen: Pharmacy benefit managers may be jacking up the price you pay for medicine.


			
Don’t Let Companies Game the Patent System: Curb the costs of the biologic medicines that account for 40% of all prescription drug spending in the US.


			
Answer the End-of-Life Question with an Advance Directive for everyone who signs up for Medicare.


			
An Alzheimer’s Moon Shot: Significantly increase funding to fight a disease that could cost us $1 trillion per year by midcentury. 


			
Treat Addicts Like Patients, Not Criminals: Only one in five addicts get the care they need.


			
Real Data Interoperability: Standardize electronic medical records.




	Energy Innovation


	The Right wants to ignore climate change. The Left wants to radically disrupt virtually every part of America’s economy and society to fight it. Neither approach makes sense. The only way to solve the problem is with breakthrough energy technologies that provide the same thing that fossil fuels do: cheap, abundant, and affordable power on a massive scale.




			
Double Down on Federal R&D: Breakthrough energy technologies—including the fracking technology that made the US the Saudi Arabia of natural gas—often spring from government research labs or from government grants for basic R&D.



			
Put a Price on Carbon…and Put the Money in People’s Pockets: Put a steadily rising fee on fossil fuels with dividends rebated directly back to US households each month (sometimes called “carbon fee and dividend”).




	Infrastructure: Real Funding and Real Flexibility


	American infrastructure is terrible thanks to decades of underinvestment (we should be spending $200B more per year) and red tape that makes it too hard to start and finish projects (projects that take two years to finish in Europe take eight years in the US).




			
Funding Ideas: More user fees like a freight tax; public-private partnerships; interstate highways tolls; one point increase in corporate income tax; more institutional (e.g., pension fund) investment; open up infrastructure investments to individuals.


			
Less Red Tape: Make federal infrastructure funding contingent on local permitting reforms; give states more flexibility to spend on priority projects.


			
A Better Process for Prioritizing Investments judged on how they enhance public safety or improve the economy.


			
A Capital Budget: Congress needs one so that the economic return of infrastructure investments is considered along with the cost for budget scoring purposes.




	Take on Big Tech


	Big tech companies know everything about us, and they are bigger and more powerful than any companies in history. They’re exemplars of American innovation, but they have also crossed a line that violates our privacy and threatens fair competition in our economy.




			
Congress Needs to Get Smart on Tech by bringing back the Office of Technology Assessment.


			
Protect People’s Privacy with federal legislation that gives consumers more control over their personal data.


			
Ethical Standards for Artificial Intelligence to ensure there are guardrails around what AI can and can’t do as it is able to assume more roles and responsibilities in the years ahead.


			
Real Transparency: Industry should create common standards to establish a clear process for reviewing and removing material from online platforms.


			
Approach “Safe Harbor” with Caution: It may be time to revisit the 1996 law protecting early internet companies from litigation over content on their platforms, but unintended consequences could harm smaller companies.


			
Better Laws to Promote Competition: The major US laws governing competition—such as the Sherman Act of 1890—were passed over a century ago. Time for a refresh.


			
Better Enforcement: It’s been over 20 years since the Justice Department took on Microsoft for its anticompetitive practices. No case of similar impact has been brought since.




	The New American Dream


	Is the American Dream still alive? It depends whom you ask. The next president should support policies that support the many features that are working in the US economy but with a much more targeted focus on Americans who are unquestionably being left behind. Here are a few ideas for leveling the playing field:




			
Make Work Pay: Motivate potential workers to join the workforce by expanding the earned income tax credit, wage subsidy pilots, and reforms to disability and unemployment insurance.


			
Train the Workforce of the Future: Displaced workers need more help finding work in different industries via a new training tax credit, federal financial aid for career education, and by targeting that aid to the low- and middle-income students who need it most.


			
Help Working Families: One in five American families spends more than a quarter of their income on childcare. Ideas to ease the burden include subsidized family leave and an expanded childcare tax credit.


			
Help Americans Go to Where the Jobs Are by expanding the availability of financial support for individuals who want to make long-distance moves to places promising greater economic opportunity.


			
Ease the College Debt Burden with longer loan repayment terms tied to income.


			
Make Colleges More Accountable for Reducing Costs: Colleges that don’t keep tuition increases under cost of inflation would risk having students lose access to federal student loans.



			
Incentivize College Completion by giving more aid to schools that help students finish rather than just start school.


			
Give Workers a Fair Share by incentivizing companies to implement more profit-sharing plans.


			
Close the Skills Gap: Provide universal computer science education, more targeted STEM investments in middle and high schoolers, and new avenues for worker accreditation. Make more educational funding conditioned upon students pursuing majors in areas where there are projected future job shortages.


			
A Second Chance to Get Ahead: More education and job training for the previously incarcerated.


			
Boost Small Businesses with a regulatory roadmap for entrepreneurs and expansions of the Community Reinvestment Act and the Rural Business Investment Program.




	Immigration: High Wall, Big Gate


	America’s immigration system has not been comprehensively reformed since 1965. The following grand bargain could meet both the policy and political imperatives of the current moment.




			
Shift Toward More Employment-Based Immigration: The US currently admits almost five times as many immigrants for family-based reasons as employment-related ones. We should shift our targets closer to those from countries like Canada, which has an almost equal split.
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