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  To Jacob and Bryce




  About the Author




  Lyndee Jobe Henderson has been digging up history—literally—ever since she was a little girl accompanying her father on archaeological digs. As a freelance writer and lifelong student of Pennsylvania and Illinois history, she has authored books on her favorite topics, including Johnstown, Pennsylvania and More than Petticoats: Remarkable Illinois Women.
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  Introduction




  The diary of a settler arriving in northern Illinois in 1818 described the land in nautical terms, referring to the tallgrass rolling in the wind like waves on the ocean. Settlers even compared their wagons to ships, dubbing them “prairie schooners.”




  Although it was first nicknamed the “Prairie State,” Illinois isn’t just a flat expanse. Iceage glaciers ripped, dug, and tore at the land, creating a dynamic landscape. Throughout its borders the land boasts beautiful hills, mountains, and gorges as the flat terrain rolls into unexpected mountains, wetlands, and beautiful natural lakes.




  From east to west, and tip to top, Illinois is a land of diversity. And as colorful and interesting as her landscape is, so are the people who’ve called this place home: four U.S. presidents, humanitarians, Pulitzer and Nobel Prize–winners, scientists, civil rights leaders, inventors, athletes, lawyers, gangsters, entertainers, and industrial visionaries that have formed the culture, laws, and charities that have touched the nation and beyond. Add to that the heart of the state: the everyday people who work, serve, farm, mine, teach, struggle, create, and achieve. Illinois feeds the world in more ways than one.




  The Land of Lincoln might well be known as the land of surprises. This book will guide you to some unique and quirky places. So fill up your tank, break out your comfortable shoes, and get ready to make some lifetime memories.




  Welcome to Illinois!




  Illinois Facts




  TOURISM CONTACT




  

    	Official Illinois Tourism Web site—www.enjoyillinois.com


  




  MAJOR DAILY NEWSPAPERS




  

    	
Aurora—The Beacon News





    	
Champaign—The Champaign News-Gazette





    	
Chicago—Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Tribune





    	
Peoria—Peoria Journal Star





    	
Quincy—Quincy Herald Whig





    	
Rockford—Rockford Register Star





    	
Springfield—State Journal-Register



  




  READING




  

    	
Frontier Illinois by James Davis, Indiana University Press, Bloomington, Indiana





    	
Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West by William Cronon, W. W. Norton & Company, New York, New York





    	
Chicago Then and Now by Elizabeth McNulty, Thunder Bay Press, San Diego, California





    	
Paddling Illinois by Mike Svob, Trials Books, Boulder, Colorado





    	
Remarkable Illinois Women by Lyndee Henderson, Globe Pequot Press, Guilford, Connecticut



  




  READING FOR KIDS




  

    	
Dragon of Navy Pier by Kate Noble, Silver Seahorse Press, Chicago, Illinois





    	
Illinois from A to Z by Betty Kay, University of Illinois Press, Urbana, Illinois



  




  PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION




  For bus, subway, and elevated train information, contact the Chicago Regional Transit Authority at (312) 836-7000 or www.rtachicago.com. Remember that Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) buses require exact change. Commuter trains to Chicago and suburbs are provided by Metra (312-322-6777). Amtrak trains travel throughout the state. Contact Amtrak at (800) 872-7245. The customer service hotline for both O’Hare International Airport and Midway International Airport is (773) 686-2200.




  

    Fun Facts




    

      	
The state’s name originates from the language of the Algonquin tribe. Their word Illinois translates to mean “tribe of superior men.”





      	
The first French explorers described the land as prairie, which means meadow grazed by cattle. However, the early distinctive landscape was created through three factors: grazing, climate, and fire.





      	The official state slogan was formally adopted in 1955 when the Illinois legislature voted to display the phrase “Land of Lincoln” on every automobile license plate. However, many long-time residents still refer to Illinois as the Prairie State.




      	The state has been home to four U.S. presidents: Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. Ronald Reagan was the only true “native son,” having been born in Tampico and reared in Dixon.




      	The official snack food of Illinois is popcorn, as designated in 2003 by the Illinois General Assembly in honor of its major crop.


    


  




  

    Climate Overview




    Illinois weather is unpredictable, and that’s almost an understatement. As the old joke goes, “If you don’t like the weather, just wait a minute!” From the Windy City to the ominous tornado alley, Illinois gets its share of bad weather press.




    The summers are hot, but even with temperatures hovering in the eighties, there’s an active wind pattern that tempers the heat. Winters are bitter, but with less snow than you might imagine, averaging at about 38 inches; it’s the zero or below-zero temperatures in January and February that tend to wear on folks. According to climatologists from the University of Illinois, the state averages five major snowstorms a winter. When put in those terms, it doesn’t seem too bad. But add in the stubborn frigid air and sub-zero temperatures that linger for days in a row and you have one brutal package. What the state does feature is bright blue skies on many of those snow days, giving residents a sense of a sunny, “glittering like diamonds” day.




    And talk about wind! The state experiences windstorms as well as tornadoes, particularly throughout the summer and fall. So when you visit, bring more clothes than you think necessary, because it’s more comfortable to remove sweaters than freeze; but don’t forget to pack your sandals and swimsuit, too!


  




  POPULATION




  

    	
Illinois—12,901,563





    	
Chicago—2,836,658





    	
Aurora—170,617





    	
Rockford—155,138





    	
Naperville—142,901





    	
Peoria—113,107



  




  FAMOUS ILLINOIS NATIVES




  

    	
Jack Benny—comedian





    	
William Jennings Bryan—politician and lawyer





    	
Chris Chelios—hockey player





    	
Clarence Darrow—lawyer





    	
Everett M. Dirksen—U.S. senator





    	
Walt Disney—entertainment genius





    	
Wyatt Earp—lawman





    	
John Hope Franklin—historian





    	
Ulysses S. Grant—U.S. president, general





    	
Charlton Heston—actor





    	
Ernest Hemingway—writer





    	
Wild Bill Hickok—lawman





    	
Jesse Jackson—civil rights leader





    	
Mahalia Jackson—gospel singer





    	
Abraham Lincoln—U.S. President





    	
Edgar Lee Masters—writer





    	
Bill Murray—comedian, actor





    	
Barack Obama—U.S. president





    	
Ronald Reagan—U.S. president





    	
Carl Sandburg—poet





    	
Studs Terkel—writer





    	
Oprah Winfrey—media mogul



  




  

    CHICAGO
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    History, Houses, and Towers




    While you’re surrounded by towering skyscrapers, it’s possible you might miss this landmark unless you think to look down at your feet. Fort Dearborn was built by the federal government in 1803; at the time it was an outpost in the far western wilderness. There are various plaques, a relief sculpture, and a miniature model of the fort that are listed in city brochures and considered tourist stops, but the Fort Dearborn sidewalk markers are often overlooked because they’re not at eye level, but embedded into the sidewalk and the street at the intersection of Wacker Drive and Michigan Avenue. Pause a moment (on the sidewalk, please) to look at the brass monuments, and as your eyes take you to the surrounding modern buildings, think of the log fortress that once sat along these inscribed lines.




    Formerly Chicago’s first library building, the 1897 Chicago Cultural Center now houses a visitor center as well as numerous exhibits and events, and there are architectural features of this building that make it worth a stop. In keeping with the themes popular in the Gilded Age, this structure boasts exquisite materials, from imported marbles and hardwood to mother-of-pearl and mosaics of precious glass. The largest verified Tiffany Dome reigns above the south side of the building, with its restored 30,000 pieces of glittering cut glass spanning 30 feet in diameter. At the south end is the Healy and Millet Dome, which is even larger and more complex with over 50,000 cuts of stained glass forming a 40-foot dome. The building is open Mon through Thurs from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Fri from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with building tours Wed, Fri, and Sat at 1:15 p.m. from the Randolph Street lobby; admission is free. 77 E. Randolph St.; (877) 244-2246; www.chicagoculturalcenter.org.
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  During the industrialist boom, Prairie Avenue became the place to live: Marshall Field, Philip Armour, and George Pullman added gravitas to this street’s nickname of “Millionaire’s Row.” Today, visitors are welcome to visit the Prairie Avenue Historic District and tour one of the remaining vestiges of that era: the Glessner House Museum. Mr. Glessner earned his wealth in the farm-tool industry. In 1886, he hired architect Henry Hobson Richardson to design his 17,000-square-foot, thirteen-bedroom residence. The home appears to have a bit of a dual personality as it looks like a cold stone fortress from the exterior, but inside it’s actually a comfortable family home with Arts and Crafts decor. Tours are given Wed through Sun at 1 and 3 p.m.; admission is $10 for adults, $9 for students and seniors, and $6 for children ages five through twelve; admission is free on Wed. 1800 S. Prairie Ave.; (312) 326-1480; www.glessnerhouse.org.




  
AUTHOR’S TOP TEN PICKS





  

    Wicker Park/Bucktown neighborhoods


    (773) 384-2672




    Richard Crowe’s Supernatural Tours


    Includes summer boat tours


    (708) 499-0300




    Chicago Hauntings Ghost Tours by Ursula Bielski


    (888) 446-7891


    www.chicagohauntings.com




    Lincoln Park Zoo


    (312) 742-2000


    www.lpzoo.org




    Mexican Fine Arts Center


    (312) 738-1503


    www.nationalmuseumofmexicanart.org




    Green Mill Lounge


    (773) 878-5552


    www.greenmilljazz.com




    International Museum of Surgical Science


    (312) 642-6502


    www.imss.org




    Lincoln Park/Lakeview neighborhoods


    (773) 880-5200


    (773) 472-7171




    Buckingham Fountain


    (312) 742-7529




    Second City Theatre


    (312) 337-3992


    www.secondcity.com


  




  

    
customerservice





    

      Retailer Marshall Field is said to be the first merchant to coin the phrase. “Give the lady what she wants,” a forerunner of the retail axiom. “The customer is always right.”


    


  




  An example of early settler life can be seen at the Clarke House Museum, located in Chicago’s oldest remaining home, within the grounds of Chicago Women’s Park. Built in 1836, well before the Civil War, it’s said that the residents could see plumes of smoke rising from the campfires of Indians living nearby. Considering it is well over 170 years old, the restored exterior of this Greek Revival–style home is startlingly beautiful and gives the house the appearance of a government building. Tours are arranged through the Glessner House and held Wed through Sun at noon and 2 p.m.; admission is $10 for adults, $9 for students and seniors, and $6 for children ages five through twelve; ask about the combination ticket to see this and Glessner House; admission is free on Wed. 1827 S. Indiana Ave.; (312) 745-0041; www.clarkehousemuseum.org.




  

    
lincolnlog architecture





    

      While his father, Frank Lloyd Wright, toiled at the Tokyo construction site of the Imperial Hotel in 1916, son John Lloyd Wright toyed with pieces of redwood and developed one of America’s most popular building toys: Lincoln Logs. The notched logs were reminiscent of the building techniques used in the construction of the hotel’s earthquake-proof foundation.


    


  




  Possibly the most prestigious residential area of Chicago is the Gold Coast; this is where socialites and the very wealthy settled in the late 1800s, and where Potter Palmer built his daunting Lake Shore Drive castle. In 1892, this is also where James Charnley commissioned Louis Henry Sullivan and his draftsman and protégé, a young Frank Lloyd Wright, to build his personal residence. The Charnley-Persky House Museum is considered the first modern home in Chicago. The stark brick and limestone exterior and the straight lines and rich wood interior demonstrate the early architectural influences that would become Wright’s design signature. The museum is open for tours from Apr to Nov on Wed at noon and Sat at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., and Dec through Mar on Wed at noon and Sat at 10 a.m. Saturday admission is $15 for adults, $12 for students and seniors, and $8 for children ages five through twelve; admission is free on Wed. 1365 N. Astor St.; (312) 915-0105; www.sah.org.




  

    whoops!




    

      Although the Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition was intended to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Columbus’s founding of America in 1492, the fair actually opened on May 1, 1893. To deflect criticism, the commissioners issued a “cover the mistake” statement explaining that they planned the delay so as not to upstage the October 1892 celebrations of other communities.


    


  




  There’s something quirky at the Tribune Tower, and if you’ve ever wanted to travel the world, a walk around this prized Gothic skyscraper might satisfy your longing. In the 1920s Tribune owner Colonel Robert McCormick sent his correspondents on a side mission, requesting that while they covered stories worldwide, they should find and return artifacts of note to be incorporated into the building’s construction. Today, as you walk around the stately structure you’re bound to notice the unusual Tribune Tower Stone Collection, which includes relics and ruins from famous sites with accompanying identification markers embedded into the tower’s foundation walls. The Tribune Tower is located at 435 N. Michigan Ave.




  




  One of the landmark events in Chicago’s grand history was the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. This was Chicago’s opportunity to demonstrate its recovery from the devastating fire of 1871 and show the world that it was a first-class city. The buildings of the exposition’s “White City” were covered with a mixture of materials and deemed temporary except for the Palace of Fine Arts, which required higher construction standards to protect the artwork and antiquities displayed there. At the conclusion of the fair, many of the other buildings were destroyed by fire, but the Palace remained, though crumbling, until 1926, when philanthropist Julius Rosenwald’s plan to turn it into a science museum became reality.




  The Museum of Science and Industry opened in 1933, and the fourteenacre campus remains a silent monument to its remarkable place in Chicago’s history. So the next time you visit, take time to admire the structure and picture it in the 1890s as it was enjoyed by women in long, bustled dresses and men decked out in their fine top hats. The museum is open Mon through Sat from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $15 for adults, $14 for seniors, and $10 for children ages three through eleven; inquire about free days and the City Pass for discounts. 57th Street and Lake Shore Drive; (773) 684-1414; www.msichicago.org.




  Between the Chicago Fire of 1871 and the razing of buildings for urban renewal, many of Chicago’s classic structures are lost for the ages. With that in mind, consider visiting the International Museum of Surgical Science, but not to see the displays of 4,000-year-old Peruvian trepanned skulls and early medical instruments. Instead, take the opportunity to enjoy the rich ambience of the restored 1917 mansion that houses these unusual displays. Patterned after Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette’s chateau Le Petit Trianon, it’s one of only a few such homes still standing, and the only Chicago lakeside mansion of the era still open to the public. The museum is open May through Sept, Tues through Sun from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Oct through Apr, Tues through Sat from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults and $6 for students and seniors; free on Tues. 1524 N. Lake Shore Dr.; (312) 642-6502; www.imss.org.




  In this city filled with landmark skyscrapers, there’s always a new building or attraction in the works. In 1973 the tallest building in the world was the Sears Tower; today that same building has experienced a few changes. The name is now the Wills Tower, it’s the tallest building in the nation, and there’s one scary addition for daredevils who want to stand on air, called The Ledge. Four clear enclosures constructed of tempered glass and an invisible support system jut 4 feet from the building to allow visitors to stand 103 stories above the city, suspended in the air a la Superman. The Wills Tower is open Apr through Sept daily from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Oct through Mar from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Admission is $15.95 for adults (age twelve and up) and $11 for children ages three through eleven. The entrance is located at Jackson Boulevard. Call (312) 875-9447 or (312) 875-9696 for more information, or visit www.theskydeck.com.




  

    Building R-E-S-P-E-C-T




    Unlike the 1876 Philadelphia Exposition, which featured women’s sculptures carved in butter, the philosophy of the Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition Women’s Building was to showcase women’s contributions beyond traditional homemaking.




    Initially, planner Daniel Burnham informed the president of the Board of Lady Managers, Bertha Palmer, that a male architect would be at the committee’s disposal to design and oversee the construction of the Women’s Building. Mrs. Palmer refused any suggestion that might compromise the philosophy of the Women’s Building, and interjected that a contest should be held to select a woman architect for the project. Burnham took a deep breath. At that time in history, there was only a handful of qualified women architects from whom to select.




    One such woman was former Massachusetts Institute of Technology honors student Sophia Hayden, who in 1890 had become the first American woman to graduate with a professional degree in architecture. Hayden’s contest entry of a three-story Italian Renaissance structure with projecting pavilions was selected the winner. Her detailed drawings showed skylights, a 200-foot-long main hall with a two-story cathedral ceiling, exterior column terraces, and repeating arches.




    Hayden’s award included about $1,500 in prize money and international recognition as the first woman to design a major American building. The honor came with more than she bargained for: unexpected building problems, lack of control over the project, and a rumored nervous breakdown. Hayden was so devastated by the politics surrounding the construction that as soon as possible, she removed herself from Chicago and retreated to her New England home, away from the fuss and fury. The experience, which should have made her a star in the field of architecture, ended her budding career, as she retired shortly after the end of the exposition.


  




  

    Windy City




    Having transformed itself from a city of fragile wooden structures to one of impressive stone and brick fireproof buildings after the devastating Great Chicago Fire of 1871, Chicago vied to be host of the World’s Columbian Exposition. The competition included bids from other well-established cities including New York, St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. Heated debates on the merits of each city were fought among the respective newspapers and ended with Chicago earning a new moniker when the New York Sun editor, Charles A. Dana, sternly suggested the nation ignore the “nonsensical claims of that windy city.”


  




  One of the newest additions to the Chicago skyline is an eighty-two story hotel/apartment/condominium building that’s known by one name: Aqua. This tower is the world’s tallest superstructure built by a female-owned architectural company, and depending on the angle from which you’re observing it, the building’s balconies, or lack of them in some cases, give a rippling effect that tricks the eye into feeling a sense of movement. The building is located at 430 E. Waterside Dr.




  Toddlin’ Tours




  Whether they’re run of the mill or downright unusual, city tours are popular ways to discover the real Chicago. There are so many of these junkets around town that you can spend your vacation just trying to select the best. Here are some that fall into two categories: old tried-and-true and the unexpected.




  If it were a perfect world, the Cubbies would win the World’s Series yearly and it would be a snap to score cheap tickets and attend every game. Well, if you can’t get tickets, how about stepping into the on-deck circle instead? Enter ninety-plus years of history by visiting the stadium through Wrigley Field Tours. Get the perspective of an insider: See the clubhouse, press box, mezzanine suites, and the Official Cubs Gift Shop. Cameras are allowed, so snap away. Tours run from Apr through Sept; tickets cost $25 and go on sale in late Feb until they’re sold out. Wrigley Field is located at 1060 W. Addison St. Call (773) 404-2827 or visit www.cubs.com for more information.




  You can be one of only a few to take the one-hour Soldier Field Tour; this is the only time the public is permitted to explore the Visitors Locker Room, the Colonnades, the Skyline Suites, and the playing field, so your experience will be unique as space is limited. Tickets are $15 for adults, $7 for seniors, $10 for students age ten and up, $4 for children ages four through nine, and free for children under age three. 1410 S. Museum Campus Dr.; hotline, (312) 235-7244, or direct, (312) 235-7000; www.soldierfield.net.




  Although Michael Jordan retired from the Chicago Bulls in January 1999, memories of “His Airness” linger, not only in the hearts and minds of Bulls fans but also in the form of an extraordinary statue that memorializes Jordan’s trademark Dunk in Flight. The 12-foot-tall bronze image connects with its black granite base by just one knee, providing an uncanny airborne realism with its human subject. Fans make the pilgrimage to the front entrance of the United Center sports arena to have their photographs taken with it. For most, it’s the perfect way to commune with the former basketball superstar who helped lead the Chicago Bulls to a remarkable string of six NBA championships. The statue is located at 1901 W. Madison St.; (312) 455-4500.




  

    Spit and Tarnish




    Chicago White Sox owner Charles A. Comiskey was known for skimping on player’s salaries and once announced they’d be charged 25 cents to clean their uniforms. The club balked, choosing instead to take the field in filthy uniforms and suffer the nickname the Chicago Black Sox. The atmosphere was ripe for corruption, coming to a head when a bookie approached several players with promises of a big payoff if they threw the 1919 World Series against the Cincinnati Reds. It appeared that eight Sox took the bait when the Reds won the Series handily. Indictments were issued and after a court trial in September 1920, all were acquitted.




    Probably the most sympathetic character caught in the scandalous turmoil was Shoeless Joe Jackson, a colorful man who named his bats, collected rusty hairpins, and held just about every record in the book. He’d earned his nickname “Shoeless Joe” after he once ran the bases in his stockinged feet because his ill-fitting shoes had caused blisters. He joined the Sox in 1915 and immediately wowed fans with his amazing outfield performances and lifetime batting average of 0.356.




    When word of the game fixing broke, many of the fans and press felt that authorities had railroaded Jackson, especially after team owner Comiskey testified three times that he did not believe Jackson was guilty of throwing the Series. Certainly, Jackson’s Series hitting average of 0.375 indicated he was there to win.




    Unfortunately, baseball was undergoing a transition with a new commissioner who felt it necessary to make an example of the accused players, and despite their acquittal, each was banned from baseball for life. Considering his statistics, Jackson would have been a shoe-in as a member of the Cooperstown elite. Throughout the rest of his life, Jackson maintained his innocence, saying, “When I stand before the greatest umpire of them all, I know he’ll call me safe at home.”


  




  For a goosebumps-raising adventure, hop aboard a ghost tour. Chicago has two options for those who search for things that go bump in the night. If you see the Black Ghost Bus roaming around town, you can be sure that Ursula Bielski, author and student of all things haunted, is behind the microphone, running her Chicago Hauntings Ghost Tours. Choose from several adventures, including one dubbed “Haunted by Holmes,” which was inspired by Erik Larson’s best-selling novel about the 1893 Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition, The Devil in the White City. Brave participants can opt to disembark for close-up viewing of eerie sites. For reservations call (888) 446-7891 or visit www.chicagohauntings.com.




  The Supernatural Tour is led by Chicago ghost buster Richard Crowe, who claims to have seen all kinds of spooky spirits and is willing to share them with you, from creepy cemeteries to doppelganger-filled houses. He also runs Crowe’s Supernatural Cruise, a two-hour boat trip along Chicago’s waterways in which he shares tales of organized crime, the sinking of the Eastland, and the phenomena of the Lake Michigan Triangle. If you dare to be scared, place your reservation at (708) 499-0300 or visit www.ghosttours.com.




  For other, more sedate boat tours, give your walking shoes a break and sail along Chicago’s waterways aboard a tourist boat. Three generations of the same family have owned and operated Wendella Boats, which offers tours daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Riders enjoy several tour options, from Sightseeing, to Chicago at Sunset, to a combined Lake and River cruise. The highly touted, hour-long Architecture Tour, presented by a knowledgeable docent, gives a new perspective of Chicago’s recognizable skyline. Or try the ninety-minute Fireworks Tour, in which you get a front-row water seat for the city’s fabulous pyrotechnic display held every Wednesday and Saturday evening, weather permitting. Wendella Boats is located at 400 N. Michigan Ave.; (312) 337-1446; www.wendellaboats.com.




  Chicago Line Cruises also offers a favorite architectural tour; consider booking the Architecture Cocktail Cruise that traverses both the Chicago River and Lake Michigan. The glittering views of the city’s lights are breathtaking. The cruises also coordinate with the Chicago History Museum to provide fascinating historical tours. The boats dock at the Ogden Slip; tickets are sold at 465 N. McClurg Court; (312) 527-1977; www.chicagoline.com.




  

    
broadcastmajor?





    

      WTTW Channel 11 in Chicago was the first television station in the nation to broadcast college-level courses for credit. The 1956 show was called TV College.


    


  




  You can tour the town by foot, car, or boat, but how about by way of an antique fire truck? The O’Leary’s Fire Truck Tour is owned and operated by “Captain G,” a retired fire captain with thirty years on the force and longer as a Chicago resident. Besides the novel ride, you’ll be treated to all the highlights around town and maybe learn something new. Reservations are required; board at 505 Michigan Ave. Tickets cost $20 for adults and $10 for children age twelve and under. Contact them at (312) 287-6565 or www.olearysfiretours.com.




  So, how about a food tour? Check out Eli’s Cheesecake World, where you can tour the factory during the Eli’s Cheesecake Sneak-Peek Tour, which admits walk-in visitors without reservations Mon through Fri at 1 p.m. The cost is $3, and children under age five are not permitted. Note: The factory line might be idle, but you can get an idea of how things work. The Weekend Tasting and Traditions Tour is first come, first served, and samples of several different products are included. Held Sat and Sun at 1 p.m., this tour is free. Regular store hours are Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 6701 W. Forest Preserve Dr.; (773)-736-3417 or (800) 354-2253; www.elicheesecake.com.




  Not Your Typical Museums




  

    
expositionflyers





    

      During the Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition, Pullman renamed his coaches “Exposition Flyers.” Riders glided along the tracks at the then mind-boggling speed of 80 miles per hour.


    


  




  Entrepreneur George Pullman’s heart was probably in the right place when he devised the concept of an all-inclusive factory and city space on 4,000 acres outside of Chicago. As owner of the Pullman Palace Car Company, he speculated that if his employees worked close to home and had comforts that other laborers didn’t, then perhaps his workforce would produce more and forgo unionizing. The result was a community that included everything from residences to places of worship, but the utopia fell on hard times and the inequities in Pullman’s housing and treatment of workers led to the town’s downfall. Today the thirteen-acre site of the Pullman Factory is managed by Illinois as the Pullman State Historic Site. Of the more than 1,300 buildings that once graced the land, a few, such as the clock tower of the administration building, the Hotel Florence, and a factory shop have been restored. The site is open Mar through Dec, Mon through Fri, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; in summer add Sat and Sun from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; closed Jan and Feb.; admission is free; 11111 S. Forrestville Ave.; (773) 660-2341; www.pullman-museum.org.




  About a mile down the road, also in the Historic Pullman District, is a tribute to the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and its leader Asa Randolph, who fought for equal rights for African-American porters. In 1937, under the leadership of Randolph, the union won a landmark battle in collective bargaining from the Pullman Rail Car Company. The A. Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum chronicles that struggle and victory. The museum is open Apr to Dec 1, on Thurs from 1 to 4 p.m. and Fri and Sat from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; admission is $5. 10406 S. Maryland Ave.; (773) 928-3935; www.aphiliprandolphmuseum.org.




  Across the street from downtown Chicago’s Grant Park is the 155,000-square-foot Spertus Museum of Judaica, where more than 15,000 artifacts tell the story of Jewish culture and history, including the Holocaust. The museum is open Sun through Thurs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; admission is $7 for adults, $5 for students and seniors, and free for children under age five. 610 S. Michigan Ave.; (312) 322-1700; www.spertus.edu/museum.




  

    First Presidential Railcar




    The private presidential railcar, named “United States,” was a Pullman Sleeper built in Chicago. Records are unclear regarding who ordered its construction. Lincoln preferred other modes of transportation; in fact, due to security concerns and the need for flexibility in his schedule, Lincoln usually traveled by water. Rail travel was rigidly timed, and a Civil War president could not risk being a prisoner of the tracks.




    Elaborately appointed, the three-room Pullman featured etched-glass windows, upholstered walls, and rich woodwork. Sixteen extra-wide-tread wheels insured comfort for riders and compatibility with railroad tracks commonly used in both the North and South. Since the presidential seal had not been created at the time, a United States crest was painted on the exterior.




    Ironically, Lincoln’s first official ride was scheduled for the day he died. Instead, several days after his death, Lincoln’s body was transported for the first and only ride by any president in the official presidential railcar. After the journey to Illinois, the car was removed from service. One account reports it was first sold to the Union Pacific Railroad and later to various entrepreneurs who displayed the car as a commercial venture. Due to lack of interest, or maybe the lack of taste surrounding the exploitation, it was placed in storage in Minnesota, where it eventually burned in an accidental fire.


  




  Chicago’s Polish community is said to be the largest anywhere in the world outside of Warsaw, and that makes the city the perfect place for the Polish Museum of America. Visitors can see paintings, writings, exhibits on notable Polish kings, soldiers, and Pope John Paul II, and sculptures and handicrafts from Poland. The museum is open Fri through Wed from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; admission is $5 for adults, $4 for students and seniors, and $3 for children under age twelve. 984 N. Milwaukee Ave.; (773) 384-3352; www.polishmuseumofamerica.org.




  Each summer the community hosts the Taste of Polonia Festival, which is filled with fantastic Polish food, live music, and general revelry. The event is held over Labor Day weekend from Fri at 6:30 p.m. to Mon at 4 p.m. Admission is $7 for adults, $3 for seniors, and free for children under age twelve. For more information, contact the Copernicus Cultural and Civic Center at 5216 W. Lawrence Ave.; (773) 777-8898; or visit www.copernicusfdn.org for more information.




  Ensconced in the Hyde Park neighborhood, the DuSable Museum of African American History was founded in 1961 and is the nation’s oldest museum dedicated to African-American history. The varied displays feature art, sculpture, writings, and film. The museum is open Mon through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun from noon to 5 p.m.; admission is $3 for adults, $2 for students and seniors, $1 for children ages six through twelve, and free for children under age six. 740 E. Fifty-Sixth Place; (773) 947-0600; www.dusablemuseum.org.




  The centerpiece of Chicago’s north side Andersonville neighborhood is the Swedish American Museum, which depicts the Swedish-American experience through fine arts, textiles, glass, and traveling and permanent exhibits. The museum is open Mon through Fri from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat and Sun from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $4 for adults and $3 for students, seniors, and children; a family pass costs $10, and admission is free on the second Tues of each month. 5211 N. Clark St.; (773) 728-8111; www.samac.org.




  Also on site is the Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration, which is suitable for young and old alike and features interactive exhibits about the lives of Swedish immigrants in Chicago in the 1800s. The museum is open Mon through Thurs from 1 to 4 p.m., Fri from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sat and Sun from 1 to 4 p.m.; admission is included with a ticket into the Swedish American Museum. 5211 N. Clark St.; (773) 728-8111; www.samac.org.




  To see traditional crafts, dolls, and folk art, visit the Ukrainian National Museum, where the life and culture of Ukraine is taught through the artifacts of its people. The displays of costumes alone are worth the trip, until you see the intricate Easter eggs, which will amaze you even more. The museum is open Thurs through Sun from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; admission is $5. 2249 W. Superior St.; (312) 421-8020; www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org.




  One of the highlights of the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture is the stunning stained-glass window titled Spring Time by native artist Adolfas Valeska. This West Lawn neighborhood museum also contains medieval artifacts, including armor and crossbows. Cross the bridge at “Castle Quest” and enter the Lithuanian Children’s Museum of Immigrant History, which transports visitors into medieval Lithuania. The museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., except Christmas, Easter, and New Year’s Day; admission is $5 for adults and $2 for children twelve and under. 6500 S. Pulaski Rd.; (773) 582-6500; www.balzekasmuseum.org.




  At the National Hellenic Museum, visitors will meet “Homer,” an interactive art exhibit in the Frank S. Kambero’s Oral History Center that plays the stories of Greek-American immigrants as told in their own words. The exhibits include art from antiquities to modern, and articles of early immigrant life. The museum is open Tues through Fri from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sat from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the second Thurs of the month from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; admission is $5 for adults and free for children under age twelve. 801 W. Adams St., No. 400; (312) 655-1234; www.nationalhellenicmuseum.org.




  Thousands of pages have been written about the successes of Hull-House, the settlement founded by Jane Addams and based on a similar operation at Toynbee Hall in England. At Toynbee, well-educated, upper-class men lived in a communal setting and taught the local poor about the finer things in life. Addams organized a similar facility in Chicago, but staffed by women. The project changed the lives of many immigrants and working poor, and in 1931 Addams became the first woman in history to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. The Jane Addams Hull-House Museum sits on the campus of the University of Illinois at Chicago. The brick building had been restored, and many of her personal artifacts and her office can be viewed, as well as traveling and permanent exhibits about the settlement. The museum is open Tues through Fri from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun from noon to 4 p.m.; admission is free. 800 S. Halsted St.; (312) 413-5353.




  

    Land Baroness




    Helen Culver is considered Chicago’s first female real estate magnate. Culver’s cousin, Charles J. Hull, built the home used for the Hull-House Settlement in 1856 as a summer retreat for his family when the surrounding area was mostly rural. Once the city began to encroach on the countryside, he lost interest in the property and rented it to a variety of people and groups. When he died, Helen Culver inherited all of his real estate holdings, making her one rich lady.


  




  Food Wars




  Chicago is home to some of the most fantastic five-star restaurants in the nation, but for most of us, it’s not the white tablecloths and pricey menus that suit our tastes, but something a bit less civilized, like hot dogs, pizza, beef sandwiches, and an occasional super-thick pork chop thrown in for good luck. Our Chicago–style dogs are far from those mushy-meat, ketchup-topped dogs in a plain bun. In fact, here are the rules: The all-beef hot dog has a snap when you bite into it; yellow mustard and pickle relish must smother the dog; the toppings will include tomato, cucumber, hot pepper, diced onions, a quarter of a dill pickle, and a good dousing of celery salt, all resting comfortably in a nice poppyseed bun. That said, here are the candidates for the city’s best Chicago dogs in random order.




  Portillos started out with a single hot dog cart on a street corner. Today they own over thirty restaurants in and around Chicago. The theme here is 1930s gangster, and the dogs are perfect, but don’t miss the crinkle fries and homemade chocolate cake that tastes like Ma’s. Portillos is located at 100 W. Ontario St.; (312) 587-8910; www.portillos.com/portillos.




  Superdawg Drive-In is an old-time favorite since 1948, and people rave about the dogs and the Superfries, too. The service is hands on, with carhops doing the honors so your food is hot and ready to eat on the spot. Chicago icons Maurie and Flaurie Superdawg are 12-foot fiberglass hot dog characters that welcome the hungry from atop the restaurant rooftop. Superdawg is located at 6363 N. Milwaukee Ave.; (773) 763-0660; www.superdawg.com.




  Hot Doug’s in the Avondale neighborhood serves The Dog smothered with all the trimmings. At this hallowed “Encased Meat Emporium,” don’t forget to order a side of the duck-fat fries, too. This is the kind of place where you expect to stand in line. The restaurant is located at 3324 N. California Ave.; (773) 279-9550.




  Now we move to the Pizza Wars. Here it’s about real deep dish, which means it takes an hour from order to serve, it requires silverware to eat, and the sauce is on top of the cheese, not underneath. At least four pizzerias claim to be the best-loved pizza in the city, but that’s not just positioning. Years of newspaper and magazine readers’ polls agree that these restaurants are the city’s best. These places are listed by longevity.




  The first Pizzeria Uno restaurant opened in 1943, and shortly afterward introduced Original Deep Dish Pizza as a bar food; it remains on the menu today. The specialty became so popular that they opened two additional restaurants within blocks of each other to accommodate the lines of hungry patrons. This is considered to be the first iteration of deep-dish fare. The restaurant is located at 29 E. Ohio St.; (312) 321-1000; www.unos.com.




  Gino’s East opened its doors in 1966, and before long word of its deep dish attracted capacity crowds including well-known political figures and celebrities. Besides the delectable tender crust, the sauce is really rich. Guests sign their names to the stucco walls while they wait for their pie. Gino’s is located at 633 N. Wells St.; (312) 943-1124; www.ginoeast.com.




  Lou Malnati’s has expanded to thirty Chicagoland locations, but for old times’ sake, start at the flagship restaurant that opened in 1971. You’ll love the fresh chopped tomatoes in the sauce. The wafer-thin, butter-crust pizza is also “knock your socks off” good. The restaurant is located at 6649 N. Lincoln Ave.; (847) 673-0800; www.loumalnatis.com.




  Based on the recipe of their Italian mother, the Boglio brothers opened their first Chicago pizza restaurant in 1974, and fittingly named it after their mother. Today Giordano’s has nearly forty restaurants around the Chicago area. Their deep dish is super-stuffed with cheese, and the pie is taller and the crust thicker than its competition. Giordano’s is located at 1040 W. Belmont Ave.; (773) 327-1200; www.giordanos.com.




  

    
sweet failure





    

      No matter how hard the candy makers at Milton J. Holloway tried, they were unable to form a perfectly round caramel center, so the oddly shaped balls were called “duds”; hence the name Milk Duds. The company manufactured the popular treats at its Chicago location from 1928 until 1986.


    


  




  For famous eateries, rub shoulders with fans of old Saturday Night Live episodes at the Billy Goat Tavern. There are several locations around town, but head to the original if you want the true “cheezborger, no Pepsi” experience. The restaurant is located at 430 Michigan Ave., Lower Level; (312) 222-1525; www.billygoattavern.com.




  To sit at Booth One when you enter the Pump Room at the Ambassador East Hotel, you’ll have to prove your stardom. Starting in 1938, this was the table reserved for stars and dignitaries. Frank Sinatra, Bette Davis, and Humphrey Bogart frequented those chairs, and when the old Hollywood guard passed, Robert Redford, Eddie Murphy, and Sting sat there. Truth be told, today it’s probably the nostalgia, not the food, that draws stargazers to this Gold Coast landmark. And don’t forget the dress code: jacket required. The Pump Room is located at 1301 N. State Parkway, Ambassador East Hotel; (312) 266-0360; www.pumproom.com.




  

    Chocolate Heaven




    Milton Hershey, a Pennsylvania caramel maker and former Chicago resident, attended the World’s Columbian Exposition just to be a part of the experience. However, what he found there so enthralled him that he changed the course of his business. A chocolate machine demonstrated by a German businessman solved the chocolate tempering problems that Hershey had encountered. He insisted the man sell him the display machine on the spot, and a heated discussion broke out between the men as the inventor wanted to keep the machine on display at the fair so he could take orders from other businesses. But Hershey made a sizable monetary offer to ensure exclusivity and had the machine shipped to his Pennsylvania shop. Within a week his confectionary began producing those beloved trademark chocolate treats.


  




  If you’re in the mood to be verbally abused by your waitress, eat at Ed Debevic’s, where you’ll get a meal with an attitude and the terse theme is “Eat and Get Out.” The food is family favorites: burgers, fries, chicken strips, nachos, and milk shakes. And while you’re eating, keep watch for the entertainment; you never know when someone will dance on a tabletop. The restaurant is located at 640 N. Wells St.; (312) 664-1707; www.eddebevics.com.




  Although they’re students-in-training, the chefs at the Dining Room at Kendall College offer top of the line culinary fare featuring international fusion, French, and American contemporary cuisine. Both your mouth and your pocketbook will be glad you stopped here; the average tab for a multicourse meal runs $18 for lunch and $29 for dinner, and the food is amazing. Reservations are required. The Dining Room is located at 900 N. North Branch St. (yes, that’s two norths in the address); (312) 752-2328; http://culinary.kendall.edu.




  This next place is like eating in Paris. At La Creperie the place to sit is the patio dining area. That’s because once you pass through the back door, you’ll feel as though you’ve been magically transported from Chicago’s streets into a private garden of a quaint French restaurant. The authentic French crepes are tender and well stuffed—consider trying the buckwheat or wheat version. Even with reservations, you may have to wait. The restaurant is located at 2845 N. Clark St.; (773) 528-9050; www.lacreperieusa.com.




  Long popular with celebrities, The Rosebud is fun to visit just to see the autographed photographs of Hollywood patrons along the wall. Since 1977 his family Italian eatery has been famous for its chicken Vesuvio dressed in a delicate white wine sauce and homemade square noodles, but the menu contains an array of fine choices. The Rosebud is located at 1500 W. Taylor St.; (312) 942-1117; http://rosebudrestaurants.com.




  For a favorite sweet treat, head to the Magnificent Mile, where you’ll find Hershey’s Chicago. At this combination candy and bakery shop, professional “Hershey-izer” bakers transform all things Hershey into a bounty of yummy treats. The shop is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 822 N. Michigan Ave.; (312) 337-7711.




  If you’re driving by North Avenue Beach, you might notice what seems to be the hull of an old boat. This is the Beach Boathouse and it’s a combination snack bar and restaurant. On the first level you’ll find a concession stand that sells typical summer fare that’s suitable for the kids, too. Upstairs is the Castaway’s Bar and Grill, which is geared toward adults and features live music on weekends. Seasonally the restaurant is open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 1603 N. Lake Shore Dr.; (773) 281-1200; www.castawayschicago.com.




  Starting in 1885, Charles Cretors was like a permanent fixture on Randolph Street, selling fresh roasted peanuts from his custom-built cart. More of an inventor than a food connoisseur, Cretors’s true genius was in his ability to design and construct machine parts from an artist’s rendering. The machines he made were of the highest quality, featuring beveled glass, highly polished nickel plating, and gold-leaf striping. To expand sales, Cretors invented and then incorporated the world’s first popcorn popper as an additional accessory for the peanut cart.




  Prior to Cretors’s popper, popcorn was not typically a big moneymaker for street vendors because the process was cumbersome and time consuming. Patient customers, who waited for the kernels to pop in a wire basket held over a fire, often rejected the soggy snack after it was covered in butter. But Cretors developed a seasoned cooking oil that infused the popcorn with a buttery fresh flavor during the popping process. Finally, in 1893, just before the World’s Columbian Exposition, Cretors patented the first popcorn machine as well as the method to pop the snack in his butter-oil and leaf-lard mixture. The aroma alone brought customers to his exposition demonstration stand.




  In 1919 he invented the first “self-propelled and self-contained” popcorn wagon. Built on the chassis of a Model T Ford, this broadened the service area for vendors who could now drive to events. Today, C. Cretors and Company manufactures popcorn poppers at its Chicago factory (Note: The factory is not open for tours). Chances are that if you have purchased popcorn from a movie theater, store or concession stand, it was popped in a Cretors popper.




  Mix and Match




  There are numerous offbeat businesses and sites throughout this town and its near-suburbs. Here are some places to occupy your time.




  Resurrection Cemetery in Justice is the center of a debate. First, there’s the argument that the Public Mausoleum’s stained-glass window is the largest in the world, with over 22,000 square feet of glass spanning four sides of the entranceway building. It just might be true, since its strongest competition was removed from New York’s Kennedy International Airport and discarded in 2008.




  The second discussion surrounding the cemetery relates to the woman known as Resurrection Mary—well, if she’s a woman or a ghost, that is. The story revolves around one of those urban legends of the disappearing hiker. Although there are variations, in a nutshell a woman hitchhiker is picked up along the road or at a nearby dance hall, and when the driver nears the cemetery entrance, “Mary” announces that it is her stop and disappears from the vehicle without opening the car door. Moral to the story: If you visit Resurrection Cemetery to see the stained-glass window, don’t pick up any hitchhiking women along the way! The cemetery is located at 7200 Archer Ave.




  Another cemetery that is frequented by believers is the Queen of Heaven Catholic Cemetery, where a life-size crucifix is said to bleed and turn rosaries into gold. The first apparition of the Virgin Mary appeared in 1990, and when word of the incident spread, pilgrims converged on the scene, requiring the cemetery to move the cross to another larger location on the left side of the entryway. The cemetery is located at 1400 S. Wolf Rd., Hillside.




  In the early morning of June 22, 1918, the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus train sat idle on the track outside of Hammond, Indiana, when the unthinkable happened. A speeding train on the same rails failed to stop and struck it from behind, killing more than eighty circus performers and personnel. Fifty-six of the victims were laid to rest at the Woodlawn Cemetery west of Chicago. A granite elephant sits atop the marker in the cemetery’s section called Showman’s Rest, and the circus members are honored with individual gravestones. Since many were roustabouts with unknown identities, they’re remembered by their talent, such as “4 Horse Driver.” The cemetery is located at 7600 W. Cermak Rd., Forest Park.




  Remember the little red wagon you were so fond of when you were a kid? If the thought gives you warm fuzzies, check out the Radio Flyer, Inc. headquarters to see that little wagon times nine. The World’s Largest Wagon sits in front of the main building and is patterned after the Coaster Boy model, which was unveiled during the 1933 World’s Fair. It’s 27 feet long, 13 feet high, and weighs 15,000 pounds. You could fit a lot of stuffed animals into that wagon! Radio Flyer is located at 6516 W. Grand Ave.




  
TOP ANNUAL EVENTS





  

    JANUARY




    Chicago Cubs Convention


    (773) 404-2827




    MARCH




    St. Patrick’s Day Parade


    (312) 942-9188




    South Side Irish St. Patrick’s Day Parade


    (773) 393-8687




    Maple Syrup Festival


    (312) 742-7529




    JUNE




    Printers Row Lit Fest


    (312) 527-8132




    Chicago Blues Festival


    (312) 744-3315




    Taste of Chicago


    late June–early July


    (312) 744-2400




    JULY




    Venetian Night


    (312) 744-3315




    AUGUST




    Chicago Air & Water Show


    (312) 744-3315




    SEPTEMBER




    Chicago Jazz Festival


    (312) 744-3315




    Celtic Fest Chicago


    (312) 744-3315




    OCTOBER




    Chicago International Children’s Film Festival


    (773) 281-9075




    DECEMBER




    Lincoln Park Zoo’s ZooLights


    early Dec


    (312) 742-2000


  




  Along North Beach you’ll find the Chess Pavilion, where over twenty boards are painted on concrete and ready for action. All age groups play here. Maybe you can get in on a game, but beware that chess pieces are not provided, so bring your own. And, before you leave the area, check out two sculptures by Boris Gilbertson titled Chess Queen and Chess King. These oversized limestone pieces have seen some weathering as they were installed in 1957 and sit unprotected on pedestals near the pavilion. The Chess Pavilion is located at 1600 N. Lake Shore Dr.; (312) 747-0832.




  You’re not in Kansas; you’re in Oz Park and face to face with Dorothy, Toto, and pals. This thirteen-acre park is a memorial to the author L. Frank Baum, who wrote The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and lived in Chicago for many years. The grounds include a lot of open space where dogs play and joggers jog, but there’s also a nice children’s castle–like gym plus flower beds in what is called the Emerald Garden. The park is located at 2021 N. Burling St.; (312) 742-7898.




  Gigi’s Dolls and Sherry’s Teddy Bears is a perfect stop if you’re hoping to acquire antique, modern, or artist’s dolls or bears. They also carry miniatures, clothing, and accessories for all your favorites, plus there’s a Doll Hospital on site. Because these are collectables, remember the “look, don’t touch” rule. The shop is open Tues, Wed, and Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Thurs and Fri from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 6029 N. Northwest Hwy.; (773) 594-1540; www.gigisdolls.com.




  If you’re into history, perhaps the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop will have items of interest. This is said to be the largest Lincoln bookstore outside of Springfield. Whether or not that holds true, it is a remarkable place that’s been in business since 1938 and carries first edition and rare books, Lincoln autographs, and Civil War collectibles and memorabilia. The shop is open Mon through Wed and on Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sat from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 357 W. Chicago Ave.; (312) 944-3085; www.alincolnbookshop.com.
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