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Batista moves to the New York Mets.


2011


He’s nominated for the Roberto Clemente Award.


2009


Batista is recognized as one of the best player in the Major Leagues.


2003


Batista’s team wins the World Series.


2001


Batista plays his first game in the Major Leagues.


1992


The Montreal Expos sign a contract with Batista and he begins to play in the minor leagues.


1988


Miguel Batista is born in Santo Domingo.


1971
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Chapter 1


DOMINICAN BASEBALL: THE GOOD AND THE BAD


Imagine it’s a hot, sunny day in the Dominican Republic. A crowd of spectators is crowded around a baseball diamond that was once a sugarcane field, watching some young boys try out for the chance to one day play baseball in the Big Leagues. Younger boys crowd around the backstop, their noses poking through the chain links; they’re all dreaming of the day when it will be their chance to be out their on the field. The scouts watch carefully, muttering comments, scribbling notes on their roster sheets.
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The coaches—the “buscones”—are watching even more carefully. After all, they have invested thousands of dollars and countless hours in these boys. If any of the players are offered a deal with Major League Baseball (MLB), the buscones will get at least 30 percent of the signing bonus. With bonuses being more than a million dollars for the best prospects, that’s a sizable chunk of cash!
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