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Chapter 1



Science Time


Zack Nelson stood in front of his house on the planet Nebulon. He was waiting for the Sprockets Speedybus to pick him up to go to Sprockets Academy.


Suddenly, a silver blur appeared in the distance.


There’s the bus, he thought.
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The blur stopped right in front of Zack. The bus doors opened, and he climbed on board.


The bus was filled with kids talking and laughing. As Zack headed toward the back, he overheard a bunch of conversations.


“My idea is to build a robot that can play galactic blast with you and transform into a hover cruiser to take you anywhere you want to go,” said a boy in the front.


“I am going to build a machine that takes garbage and recycles it into clean fuel,” said a girl. “Then I am going to put that fuel into my hyper-ener-verter to power my house.”
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“My radioactive Surge-a-Matron will shrink atoms even smaller,” said another boy as Zack walked past.


Zack spotted his friend Drake Taylor. Zack and Drake had been best friends ever since Zack and his family moved to Nebulon from Earth. Drake was busy scribbling on his electro-note-screen with his finger.


Zack sat down next to him.
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“What’s going on?” asked Zack. “When did kids at Sprockets Academy get so interested in science?”
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Drake looked up. “Ever since this morning when Sprockets was picked to host the forty-second Intergalactic Science Fair!” he said excitedly.


“I remember hearing about the science fair when I first started at Sprockets,” said Zack. “But I didn’t realize it was such a big deal.”


“It is always a big deal,” explained Drake. “But it is a really big deal when it is held at our school!”
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The intergalactic fair is held every four years. Students from all across the galaxy compete.


“Last time it was really far away, on Zog-13. This year Nebulon was picked to host. And since kids from Sprockets have always done well, we were selected to have the fair at our school!”
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“Wow! That is pretty exciting,” said Zack.


“Look at this,” said Drake, turning his electro-note-screen toward Zack. “I am working on a glove that has every tool built right in. But I have lots of other ideas too.”
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Zack turned to his twin sisters, who were sitting behind him.


“Did you two know about the fair?” he asked.


“Of course,” said Charlotte. “We are already . . .”


“. . . working on an experiment to see . . . ,” continued Cathy.
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“. . . if music helps plants grow,” Charlotte finished.


A few minutes later, the speedybus pulled up at the school. When Zack stepped off, he saw a 3-D holo-banner in the air. Giant letters leaped off the banner and read: PUT ON YOUR SCIENTIFIC THINKING CAPS, SPROCKETS STUDENTS! THE FORTY-SECOND INTERGALACTIC SCIENCE FAIR IS COMING!


Zack got excited. Then he immediately grew nervous. Everyone else seems to know what his or her science project is going to be, he thought. I’d better come up with an idea!
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