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Foreword

Long before white people came from Europe in search of new lands to settle, before slaves were imported from Africa to work in oppressive conditions, before tourists came to soak up the sun and surf, Native Americans roamed the hills and rivers of Florida searching for animals to hunt, fish to catch, and places to seek shelter. This is the story of those first Floridians—the first men and women, boys and girls—who lived here thousands of years ago.

According to archaeologists who have studied places around North America, Native Americans have been living in Florida for more than twelve thousand years. Their numbers today would be much higher if European diseases and wars and slavery had not taken so many of their lives. Here is the story of the first Native Americans who lived here: where they came from, how they adapted to the geology and climate of Florida, and how they suffered when the Europeans arrived.

At first the Native Americans usually lived near water—freshwater streams and springs, saltwater bays, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean. They adapted well to their environment, relying on fishing, hunting, and farming to obtain food and raise their families. Most of their villages were small since it would have been difficult to support large numbers of people with the limited number of crops they could grow, fish they could catch, and animals they could hunt and kill to feed each person each day. The extensive trading they did enabled them to obtain goods and products from many different tribes.

This book is divided into three parts: Basic Ideas (archaeology, mounds, languages, the use of Native Americans as mascots, and reservations); Time Periods in the Native American history of the land; and Florida Tribes (a description of the main groups of Native Americans, with a chapter on places associated with each group, where appropriate). Sprinkled throughout are Indian legends, which are stories and beliefs, taken from interviews conducted with Seminole Indians—for example, Mary Frances Johns and Billy Osceola. The appendixes include a timeline with important dates, a Native American Heritage Trail with almost two hundred sites around the state, and a glossary of words used throughout. Each chapter has a section on Further Reading for those who want to find out more details about the Native Americans or places described in that chapter.

Among the many people who have helped me find information for this book are Cheryl Atwell, David M. Blackard, Amy David, Glen Doran, John Hann, Melody Hofstetter, “Bumpy” Hoofnagle, Harry Kersey Jr., Craig Liney, John Mahon, William Marquardt, Jerald Milanich, Karen Paige, Richard Procyk, Betty Shinn, Dana St. Claire, and Patricia Wickman.





I.
INTRODUCTION






1.

Archaeology
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Because not many Native Americans are alive today, compared to the millions who used to live in this country thousands of years ago, students of all ages often ask how we can learn more about them. Where and how did the Native Americans live? How did they survive in times of food shortages? What beliefs did they have about healing sickness or about life after death?


Discussion Topics 1. Why do scientists ask visitors to “take only pictures; leave only footprints”?

2. Some writers do not use the abbreviations B.C. or A.D. with years—for example, 1920 B.C. or A.D. 1968. Instead they use the abbreviations B.C.E. (“Before the Common Era”) and G.E. (“Common Era”). Why do you think some writers object to the use of B.C. and A.D.?



One way that we can learn more about ancient peoples is through the science of archaeology (pronounced “ahr-kee-AHL-uhjee”), the study of how human beings lived in the past. A scientist who works in that field, an archaeologist, tries to know more about how early people lived by studying the objects that those people left behind.


Vocabulary

aerial photography, archaeological site, archaeologist, archaeology, archives, artifact, carbon-14 dating, pottery



Those objects might be buildings, pottery, tools, artwork, or even bones. For Native Americans, we could examine arrowheads, beads, and cooking pots. Archaeologists work with many tools, including shovels, computers, and even toothbrushes to brush away the dirt carefully from a bone buried in the ground. They and the volunteers who work with them strain the dirt from a site to try to find small pieces of bone and shell.

A place where archaeologists find objects is called an archaeological site. Florida has thousands of such sites that have already been discovered and probably thousands more that will be discovered in the future. The sites are above the ground, under the ground, and even under the water—for example, in springs, rivers, lakes, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean.

Archaeologists can tell a lot about ancient times by closely examining a site. If they find pottery at one site, they might be able to determine that the people living there made the pottery. Or perhaps they traded with people from another place who brought their own pottery or who sent their pottery over thousands of miles of trade routes.


[image: Archaeologists sometimes have to use small brushes to clear away the dirt from an artifact. Florida State Archives]
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Up until the last hundred years, amateur archaeologists, who often did not know the proper way to examine old sites, would simply dig a ditch wherever they wanted. They did not keep careful records of what they found or where they found it. They did not photograph the sites before, during, and after they dug. Today, professional archaeologists are very careful to record what they find, where they find it, and when they find it. They will describe the site in great detail, drawing one or more maps of the area, taking many photographs, dividing the site into small square areas, and then examining one area at a time. They will indicate on their maps exactly where they find each artifact. In other words, they will be as careful and as accurate as possible in their work.

Archaeologists will sometimes take the artifacts they find back to their laboratories to examine them more carefully with scientific instruments such as microscopes. They will store the artifacts in well-organized places so they can examine the pieces again if they need to. The storage places are climate-controlled so pollution and air will not harm the objects. It might take over a year to examine carefully what archaeologists find in a month of digging at a site.

In this century, archaeologists have developed powerful tools they can use to examine sites. With the development of the airplane, aerial photography has shown us what people on the ground cannot easily see. Metal detectors can indicate that metal objects lie below the ground. Carbon-14 dating can tell the age of an object. A major problem we have today is the preservation of archaeological sites. So much construction and development are taking place in Florida that archaeological sites are constantly being lost to future generations. When developers discover such sites, or when farmers, in making their fields larger, come upon such places, they need to contact archaeologists before destroying those sites forever.

Other major problems worldwide are the illegal digging of sites and the sale of artifacts. Some people, who do not care about protecting artifacts, are willing to destroy sites and sell what they find to whoever will buy them. Certain laws are meant to stop these practices, but many individuals are still willing to break the law for personal profit.

In order to share what they find with other people, archaeologists often exhibit their most interesting finds in museums. Florida has many such museums. For example, the Historical Museum of Southern Florida in Miami has Galusa artifacts and a large painting showing what life was like in the area in the distant past. Museums like Gainesville’s Florida Museum of Natural History often conduct classes and programs about archaeology for youngsters.

Archaeologists ask visitors to “take only pictures; leave only footprints.” Federal and state laws do not allow visitors to remove anything from federal and state lands, and that includes arrowheads, bones, and even plants. If visitors follow such rules and are careful not to disturb anything, they will allow many future generations of residents and others to visit the site and learn from it.

Students who wish to become professional archaeologists need to study many different subjects in college—for example, history, languages, biology, geology, and computer science. Many people in the United States belong to the Society of American Archaeology and attend regular meetings to learn and to share with others what they have found. Many libraries have magazines with articles about the fascinating field of archaeology.

Archaeologists working in Florida study the languages of the Indians who lived here, if those languages were written down either by the Indians themselves or by missionaries or others who lived with the Indians. The archaeologists also study Spanish since they need to know what the Spaniards wrote about early peoples of Florida. Spain has many written records in its archives, where many researchers from Florida study.

Interested people can join the Florida Archaeological Society (P.O. Box 82255, Tampa, FL 33682) and volunteer for some of the digs its members conduct. The society has groups throughout the state and often has programs of interest to the amateur and scientist alike. The work that archaeologists and their volunteer helpers do is often hot and time consuming and not always productive. But such careful work is necessary in order to discover exactly what the Native Americans’ ancestors and our ancestors looked like and how they lived. The website of the Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research (www.dos.state.fl.us/dhr/bar) has valuable information on the archaeology and Native Americans of this state.

Archaeologists in the future may be fortunate enough to find more of the places that are important in the history of Florida. For example, which sites did the Native Americans use for religious ceremonies? Where exactly did Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto land around Tampa Bay? Where were all the forts built by federal troops during the Seminole Wars? The answers to these and other such questions may someday be answered as the result of a lot of careful study and hard work.


Further Reading

Florida Archaeology (Tallahassee: Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research)—a journal dealing with archaeology, anthropology, and the history of Florida and the southeastern United States.

Florida Division of Historical Resources website: www.dos.state.fl.us/dhr/contents.html

Milanich, Jerald T. Florida’s Indians from Ancient Times to the Present. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998.

Milanich, Jerald T., and Charles H. Fairbanks. Florida Archaeology. New York: Academic Press, 1980.

Purdy, Barbara A. The Art and Archaeology of Florida’s Wetlands. Boca Raton, Florida: GRG Press, 1991.

Purdy, Barbara A. How to Do Archaeology the Right Way. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996.







2.

Mounds
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We have in the many archaeological sites around Florida and even in some place names—for example, Miami, Ocala, and Weekiwachee—reminders of how many places on this peninsula the Native Americans lived. We also have something else at hundreds of places throughout Florida, something of great importance to remind us of them and to help us better understand their lifestyles: all kinds and sizes of mounds, usually of shells piled high and mixed with dirt or sand.

Florida has several different types of Indian mounds, including platform mounds, mid­dens, and burial mounds. Not all Florida Indians built mounds, and those who built them did not necessarily build all three kinds of mounds.


Discussion Topics: 1. What is the origin of the term midden?

2. Should we preserve Indian mounds for future generations? If so, why? How?



Platform mounds were flat-topped piles of earth on which the important leaders of a tribe most probably lived or where the Indians would hold special ceremonies in honor of their gods. If the place was used for worship or as the base of a religious building, researchers call such a place a “temple mound.” Some of these platform mounds are as tall as a four-story building. They look like pyramids with the top cut off and leveled. The area of Florida to the west of Tallahassee, called the Panhandle, has some of these platform mounds. Lake Jackson, a state park near Tallahassee, has the largest platform mound.


Vocabulary

burial mounds, ceremonies, middens, platform mounds



The piles of trash that the Indians created when they threw away their broken tools, leftover food, and other debris are called “middens.” For example, when the Indians finished eating shellfish, they would throw the shells into piles rather than scatter them in order to keep their living space free of shells. After thousands and thousands of shells had been tossed onto the mound for hundreds of years, it became quite tall. Some places in Florida, especially along rivers and the sea, have middens that are three and four stories high and several acres in size. Such middens are also called “shell middens” or “shell mounds.”
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Burial mounds are places where the Indians buried their dead. The Indians would place the corpse of a person in what is called a “charnel house,” which is simply an area, room, or vault for keeping the dead person before burial. The body would soon decompose. From time to time, when bodies began to accumulate in the charnel house, the Indians would take the bones out and place them on top of a mound, perhaps with special pottery vessels to honor them or care for their spirits. Then the Indians would put sand over the bones to protect them from animals and to make a memorial to the dead. In time, the mounds grew quite tall.

When large villages developed around these mounds, the Indians came to rely on farming to support the growing population, although they continued hunting deer and other animals. Their crops consisted of such important foods as beans, corn, squash, and pumpkins.

The place name Hypoluxo, for a town in Palm Beach County, may come from a word hapo, which meant “mound, pile,” plus the word poloski, which meant “round, circular.” The name could refer to the many round shell mounds in southeast Florida.

Many Indian mounds in Florida have been destroyed by developers building roads and houses. Engineers used the shell from those mounds to pave roads or simply destroyed the mounds, which were often in very beautiful locations, in order to build modem houses there. Today, laws forbid the destruction of mounds on public lands. One can only hope that mounds on private property will be protected by the owners of those sites.
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Further Reading

Anthony, Piers. Tatham Mound (a novel about an Indian mound near the Withlacoochee River). New York: Morrow, 1991.

Brown, Robin. Florida’s First People: 12,000 Years of Human History. Sarasota, Florida: Pineapple Press, 1994.

Brown, Stuart. The Domain of the Calusa (video). Gainesville: Florida Museum of Natural History, 1995.

Cavanagh, Helen. Panther Glade (a novel for young readers). New York: Simon and Schuster, 1993.

Gilliland, Marion. Key Marco’s Buried Treasure. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1989.

Hann, John H. Missions to the Calusa. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1991.

McDonald, Jerry N., and Susan L. Woodward. Indian Mounds of the Atlantic Coast: A Guide to Sites from Maine to Florida. Newark, Ohio: McDonald & Woodward Publishing Company, 1987.

McGoun, William E. Prehistoric Peoples of South Florida. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1993.

Perry, Mac. Indian Mounds You Can Visit: 165 Aboriginal Sites of West Coast Florida. St. Petersburg, Florida: Great Outdoors Publishing Company, 1993.

Weisman, Brent R. Crystal River: A Ceremonial Mound Center on the Florida Gulf Coast. Tallahassee: Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research, Division of Historical Resources, 1995.




Florida has many museums and Indian mounds that you can visit. See, for example, the Native American Heritage Trail in Florida at the back of this book for a description of some of those mounds and museums. Gall ahead to check the hours when the site is open to the public.


	In the Panhandle

	Fort Walton Temple Mound Museum and Park

	139 Miracle Strip Parkway

	Fort Walton Beach

	Phone: (850) 243-6521




	Lake Jackson Mounds State Archaeological Site

	1313 Crowder Road (north of Tallahassee off US 27)

	Tallahassee

	Phone: (850) 922-6007




	In North Florida

	Shell Mound Archaeological Site

	County Road 326 (five miles north of Cedar Key)

	Levy County

	Phone: (352) 493-0238




	Washington Oaks State Gardens

	6400 North Ocean Shore Boulevard

	Palm Coast

	Phone: (904) 446-6780




	In Central Florida

	Crystal River State Archaeological Site

	3400 North Museum Point (off US 19 north of Crystal River)

	Crystal River

	Phone: (352) 795-3817




	Hontoon Island State Park

	2309 River Ridge Road (six miles west of DeLand off State Road 44)

	DeLand

	Phone: (904) 736-5309




	Tomoka State Park

	2099 North Beach Street

	Ormond Beach

	Phone: (904) 676-4050




	In west Central Florida

	Philippe Park Temple Mound

	Philippe Park on Philippe Highway

	Safety Ilarbor

	Phone: (727) 726-2700




	Historic Spanish Point

	337 North Tamiami Trail

	Osprey

	Phone: (941) 966-5214




	In South Florida

	Mound Key State Archaeological Site (reachable by boat only)

	Northeast of Fort Myers Beach on US 41 South (part of Koreshan State Historic Site)

	Estero

	Phone: (941) 992-0311









3.

Languages of Native Americans
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Some Native Americans in Florida today speak English, either as their first or second language, but that was not always the case. In fact, before Columbus and other European explorers came to the New World, Native Americans spoke many different languages, none of them English.

Florida had many native tribes, most or all of whom spoke dialects of what we call the Maskόkî language, a language family with members living all over the Southeast. Researchers, however, do not agree about the number of dialects spoken in the area now called Florida, nor do they agree that all of Florida’s native peoples were speaking Maskόkî. Even if the first Indians to come to Florida twelve thousand years ago all spoke the same language, in time, as the Indians spread out over the land and lost contact with other groups, the language would change and become different from the original language.


Discussion Topics: 1. How could someone like a missionary in early Florida learn an Indian language if there was no bilingual speaker in the area?

2. Why do you think the Indians named Okefenokee Swamp “bubbling water,” Halpatiokee River “alligator water,” and Ghittohatchee “snake river”?




Vocabulary

bilingual, dialects, extinct, interpreters, New World, translate



The different ways the Indians of one group would speak are called dialects. The speakers of dialects of one language could understand each other, but the dialects would change over time. For example, if the speakers of dialect A of one language moved away from the speakers of dialect B of the same language, little by little the two dialects would become very different. In time, the speakers of dialect A would not be able to understand the speakers of dialect B. At that point, the two groups of Indians would be speaking different languages.

How would the different tribes communicate with each other if they did not understand each other’s language? One way would be to use interpreters or translators, Indians who knew both languages and could translate from one language to the other. Or the speakers of different Indian languages might use a third language that all parties understood when they communicated with each other. Or they might make up a new language, much simpler than either of the two languages, but based on parts of both.

One group who were able to write down the Indian languages were the Spanish missionaries who established missions in Florida beginning in the sixteenth century. The Roman Catholic missionaries wanted to learn and then write down the Indian languages so they could translate religious doctrine into the languages that the Indians knew.

When the Spanish controlled large parts of Florida, many of the friars learned the native languages. Those friars who learned the language of the Indians and those Indians who learned Spanish were bilingual. Such an ability allowed them to live and work in two worlds: the world of the Spanish speaker and the world of the Native American language speaker.


[image: These Comanches in a St. Augustine jail would also have had difficulty communicating with the soldiers guarding them. Florida State Archives]
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By 1800, most Indian languages in Florida and the Southeast were extinct, or gone forever. Scientists estimate that at the time when Europeans came to the New World, about three hundred Indian languages were spoken in North America. Today, that number has decreased to a little over two hundred. When the last speaker of an Indian language that had not been written down died, the language died with that Indian.

Some may ask, “Who cares if a language dies out? What difference does it make?” But it does make a difference. If there is any literature in that language, no one will be able to read the literature if the language dies out. The language of a people is tied up with the culture and the very being of that people. It’s the way people express themselves.

Although more and more Native Americans are keeping alive the language of their ancestors, a major problem today in preserving Native American languages is television. Because most programs on TV are in English, speakers of other languages will often choose to speak English rather than their native language.

Today in Florida only two languages are still spoken among the Seminole people. These are Maskόkî (erroneously called “Greek” by English speakers) and a Hitchiti dialect called Mikisúkî. But 50 years ago, seven languages were still in use, and 150 years ago, there may have been a dozen or more. The only trace of the original languages spoken in Florida for several thousand years is in a few place names that the Europeans borrowed from the Indians. It was usually easier for the new explorers to use an Indian name for a lake, river, valley, or settlement than to make up a new name. The Europeans might ask friendly Indians what they called a certain place. The Indians would tell the Europeans what the Indian name was, and the Europeans would listen to the word and then pronounce it in their own language as close to the Indian pronunciation as they could.

For example, the name of the Okefenokee Swamp in North Florida and south Georgia comes from an Indian word that sounded like okefenokee and meant “bubbling water.” Other place names that come from Native American languages spoken in Florida are the following: Alachua in Alachua County from a Timucua word that meant “sinkhole”; Allapattah in Dade County from a Seminole word for “alligator”; and Chokoloskee in Collier County from two Seminole words for “old house.”


Further Reading

Bloodworth, Bertha E., and Alton G. Morris. Places in the Sun: The History and Romance of Florida Place-Names. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1978.

Hann, John H. A History of the Timucua Indians and Missions. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996, pp. 122-136 (“The Timucua Language”).

Morris, Allen. Florida Place Names. Sarasota, Florida: Pineapple Press, 1995.

Read, William A. Florida Place Names of Indian Origin and Seminole Personal Names. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1934.

Simpson, J. Clarence. Florida Place-Names of Indian Derivation. Edited by Mark F. Boyd. Tallahassee: Florida State Board of Conservation Special Publication No. 1, 1956.







4.

Native Americans as Mascots
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Florida State University, which has “Seminoles” as the nickname of its athletic teams, has as its mascot an Indian that the students there call Chief Osceola. He wears turkey feathers on his head, carries a flaming spear, and rides a horse. When this “Indian” leads the football team into the stadium before a game, he rides onto the field and throws his spear into the ground with a loud yell, trying to lead the fans to loud cheers and the team to victory.


Discussion Topics: 1. Do you think that schools and athletic teams should have Native Americans as their mascots?

2. What are some products, songs, and TV shows that feature Indians? What is the purpose of such Indians in these?



During football and basketball games, the team’s fans will do a “tomahawk chop,” an up-and-down movement of the right arm that goes along with a chant that is meant to inspire the team and put fear into the other team and its followers. And some fans will paint their faces and chests the way they think Indians might.


Vocabulary

chant, decade, environmentalists, inspire, stereotype, symbol



Many teams around the country from elementary schools to professional organizations use Indians as their mascots and have names that recall our Native American past. When asked why they use such mascots and names, the organizations might say that they want to call on the fighting spirit of the Indians as a way to rally their own teams and to honor the early inhabitants of our country. Bravery, independence, ability to live off the land—all of these are good characteristics that many Americans associate with the Indians.



[image: One of Midwestern State University’s symbols. Midwestern State University]
One of Midwestern State University’s symbols. Midwestern State University



In the last decade or so, some schools have dropped their use of Indian mascots and names after Indians objected to the practice. For example, Dartmouth College teams in New Hampshire used to be known as the “Indians” but now call themselves the “Big Green.” Since no one quite knows what a Big Green is, the school does not have a mascot or logo yet, but at least they are not offending anyone.

Stanford University in California used to call its teams the “Cardinals,” but in 1930 the school adopted the Indian as its mascot. In the 1970s, Native American students at the university objected to the Indian as mascot, and the school dropped its Indian symbol and went back to calling its teams the “Cardinals.”

Americans have used Indian symbols for a long time. We have an Indian head on our nickel coin. Organizations like the Campfire Girls and the Boy Scouts use various Indian ceremonies. We have many movies with cowboys and Indians, including Pocahontas and The Last of the Mohicans.


[image: One of the symbols of Miami University in Ohio. Miami University]
One of the symbols of Miami University in Ohio. Miami University



When Native Americans objected to our use of them as mascots, many Americans agreed and stopped doing so. They did not want to offend a people that has long been persecuted. Others, however, continued to use the Indian in various ways. One television advertisement against pollution showed an Indian named Iron Eyes Cody crying as he saw all the litter and pollution in this country. Advertisers used Iron Eyes Cody because many Americans consider Indians to be the first environmentalists, the first people in this country who were deeply concerned with preserving our environment and living without pollution.


[image: A former seal of Hartwick College in New York. Hartwick College]
A former seal of Hartwick College in New York. Hartwick College



The issue of whether or not to use Native Americans as mascots is a difficult one to answer. Native Americans may ask, “Suppose we used Irish-Americans or Greek-Americans as mascots for our teams. How would people who are descended from the Irish or the Greeks feel? Even if a school or team said that their use of an Irishman or a Greek was meant to remind us of the good qualities of the Irish or Greeks, suppose those people objected and said that the school or team was making fun of them?”

As we become more sensitive to the feelings of others, especially of groups such as Native Americans who have long been persecuted, we may change our use of them as mascots. Such an action would be an attempt to get away from the use of a stereotype for the Native American.





5.

Reservations
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After years of wars between federal troops and Native Americans, the United States government decided that it needed to set aside large amounts of land on which to place the Indians. That action had several purposes. It would separate Indians and white people and maybe prevent battles between the groups. Federal officials believed they could take better care of the Indians if they were living together in large groups rather than scattered around. Federal officials also wanted to control the Indians in those places if the Indians became dependent on the federal government for food, medicine, and other necessities. The result was the establishment of many reservations in the United States.


Discussion Topics: 1. Gan you think of any other times and places where officials have separated large groups of people from other groups in order to prevent violence?

2. Why is it important for Native Americans to have their own police forces and to run their own schools?



A reservation can be land that has been set aside by the federal government for a special purpose—for example, the confinement of Indians to one place. The reservations were often in isolated parts of the country, usually west of the Mississippi River at a time when few white people lived there and the land did not seem to be valuable.


Vocabulary

alcoholism, citizens, councils, dependent, reservation, responsibilities, rights



Before the American Civil War, the federal government forced many Indians who had lived in the eastern part of the country for hundreds, maybe thousands, of years to move west of the Mississippi River, often to the vacant lands in what is now Oklahoma. The new area for the Native Americans was called Indian Territory. So many Indians suffered or died on their forced removal to the West that the trip has been called the “Trail of Tears.” The removal of the Indians to Indian Territory allowed white people to take the lands that the Indians were forced to leave.

At one point, the federal government, in an attempt to make the Indians become more like white people, banned the teaching of Native American spirituality on the reservations and insisted that all instruction take place in English. Today, Indians can speak their own languages and can teach their spiritual beliefs on the reservations.

The situation today, in fact, is very different from what it used to be. Local Indian councils make decisions concerning their own reservations. The tribes themselves own the reservations, as they should. Many Native American tribes have—and have long had— their own schools, police forces, clinics, roads, housing programs, and tribal courts. Both the Seminoles and Micco-sukees have their own police departments. The Seminoles run their own school, housing, water resource, and construction departments, as well as their own clinics, with diminishing input from the federal government.

Despite the fact that some reservations have become wealthy by selling mineral rights on their lands and by building bingo halls where white people can play bingo, many reservations are very poor. Alcoholism and the lack of good jobs are two big problems for Indians today. But that is less true of Florida reservations than of reservations in the West.


[image: A Florida Indian and his son help run a cattle ranch on the reservation near Brighton, Florida. Florida State Archives]
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In fact, the Seminole Tribe of Florida has managed to avoid many of the problems that other Indian reservations have had. The Seminoles in Florida have prospered because of good leadership and careful management of their resources. The annual gross revenues of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, for example, are larger than the annual gross revenues of more than 50 percent of Florida counties. The Seminoles may not be typical of all of the tribes in the United States, but they are typical of many. These revenues, however, have only become available to the Seminole Tribe since the late 1970s, a period of barely a single generation.

About three hundred federal reservations exist in the United States today. There are also about twenty state reservations, mostly in the eastern part of the United States. Among the reservations that the Florida Seminoles have are those at Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood, Immokalee, and Tampa. A sixth one is being built at Fort Pierce. The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida lives on Special Use Permit lands inside Everglades National Park and on a nearby parcel of state land. Approximately three thousand Seminoles live on Seminole reservations, while the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida has around four hundred members.

For many years, Indians living in this country were not allowed to be citizens of the United States. Finally, in 1924, the United States Congress granted citizenship to all American Indians. Congress did this partly because the Indians who fought for the United States in World War I proved themselves to be very loyal to their country. As a reward for their contribution to the war effort, Congress granted citizenship to the Indians.

Individual Indians have the same rights and responsibilities as other American citizens. For example, Indians have the right to vote in elections, to travel freely, and to buy and sell property away from the reservation.

What is important in the last quarter of this century is how Native Americans have reasserted their rights. The vast majority of Native American students do not get an education equal to that of other Americans. Many leave the reservations, never to return. However, many of these Native Americans find nothing in the white people’s world to be of sufficient value to replace what they left, so they return to the reservations.


[image: Indian reservations in Florida.]
Indian reservations in Florida.




Further Reading

Indian Reservations: A State and Federal Handbook, compiled by the Confederation of American Indians. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1986.

Tiller’s Guide to Indian Country: Economic Profiles of American Indian Reservations. Edited and compiled by Veronica E. Velarde Tiller. Albuquerque, New Mexico: BowArrow Publishing Company, 1996.
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