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Don’t Grieve for Me


Author unknown


Don’t grieve for me, I served you well
I loved you more than you could ever tell
I am now an angel in blue
I laid my life on the line for you
I wore my badge with honour every day
to keep citizens safe and out of harm’s way
So when you see a badge worn with pride
Remember their comrades and friends who have died.
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INTRODUCTION


Dogs and humans have cooperated to perform many tasks over the years in war and peace, from hunting, tracking, guarding, haulage and rescue work. Dogs have continually shown that they can provide both valuable assistance and warm companionship. A police dog is a dog that is trained specifically to assist police and other law enforcement personnel in their work. Police dogs are also referred to as ‘K9s’ in many countries.


The main purpose for a police K9 is locating something or someone; tracking or searching for people, or detecting a substance. Police dogs can basically be divided into two main types: general purpose police dogs (PD) and detection dogs. PDs are typically German shepherds or similar breeds used for tracking and criminal work. They are also called patrol dogs or general duties dogs in some countries. These dogs are often seen in the back of a police vehicle and are generally the most numerous in a department. Detection dogs can be explosive detection dogs (EDD), narcotic detection dogs (NDD), or be trained in cadaver detection or search and rescue (SAR).


Recent events in the 21st century have highlighted the important role law enforcement dogs play in the daily war against terrorism and major criminal activities. Dog teams serve as a potent force multiplier, as seen with great effect in the military. One police dog in a riot control incident is worth twenty men as a physiological deterrent to would-be agitators. Police officers often call on police dog teams to back them up in dangerous situations. There is a saying in police dog circles in the USA: ‘If a member of the public is in trouble they call 911; when a cop is in trouble they call K9’.


Few humans can match the versatility and loyalty of a police dog as a partner in everyday police work. Police dogs can chase suspects, track them if they are hidden and guard them when they are caught. They are trained to respond viciously if their handler is attacked, and otherwise not to react at all unless they are commanded to do so by their handler. Police dogs are also used tactically in special response operations throughout the world. These are known by different names, including SWAT (Special Weapons and Tactics) and SRT/SRG (Special Response Team or Group).


This book explores the history and current use of police dogs, their different roles over the years and what future dogs have in modern law enforcement. I have included the most well known police dog squads from several countries and many I have worked with. In countries such as the United States and United Kingdom, to name just two, there are too many agencies to list, so I have selected only a few from each. Some specifics and names have been deliberately withheld for security reasons. This includes a deliberate omitting of detailed training techniques. There are plenty of myths out there about how dogs are trained — dog training after all is an art form based on a science — so I don’t want to let the bad guys know how we do it.


The photographs have been supplied by handlers both current and retired, and by various official government sources such as embassies, others are official releases on websites.


Police dogs are an enigma to most people. They are the front line in crime fighting and regarded as elite in any force. Even serving officers view them from a distance. It takes a considerable amount of time and experience in general police duties to even be allowed to apply for a dog handler’s position and the competition is fierce.


I wrote this book to give an insight into the role of police dogs and I couldn’t have done it without the help of their handlers. I would like to give a special thanks to serving K9 officers who have proofread the chapters pertaining to their country’s programs and helped make this book the accurate and authoritative reference I wanted it to be.
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Canine Law Enforcement




POLICING AND POLICE DOGS: A HISTORY


Policing is seen to be a fairly modern concept but in reality it is a very old profession thanks to the ugly side of humanity. Police have always been the few that protect and serve the many. One thing is certain: as soon as police forces were established it did not take long for members to bring along a canine partner. In many cases these were for companionship and self-protection; later it was realised that police could use their dogs’ advanced senses to locate criminals and items of interest.


Police dogs have a long but somewhat disjointed history throughout the world. Records show that prior to 1899 dogs were used by law enforcement personnel; however, there was not a formal training program and most often the dogs were companions at night for patrolling policemen.


Law enforcement canines were initially used by the military or appointed feudal systems to aid people in various activities. These initially included the suppression of the population by the local lord having large dogs as personnel body guards, which he occasionally loosed on his subjects. Appointed persons such as tax collectors would have a large dog to protect the money they had raised whilst proceeding from town to town. Many dogs in early times were regarded as war dogs and there is a slight blur between the two functions until society established its first police forces instead of using the army to deal with matters.


Policing in ancient times


Law enforcement in Ancient China was carried out by ‘prefects’. Prefects were government officials appointed by local magistrates just as modern police report to judges. Under each prefect were sub-prefects, who helped collectively with law enforcement of the area.


In Ancient Greece, publicly owned slaves were used by magistrates as police. In Athens, a group of 300 Scythian slaves was used to guard public meetings to keep order and for crowd control, and also assisted with dealing with criminals, handling prisoners, and making arrests.


The Romans had three urban cohorts stationed in Rome, created by Augustus. Tacitus clearly stated their duties ‘to control the slaves and those citizens whose natural boldness gives way to disorderly conduct, unless they are overawed by force’. The cohorts were regarded part of the Imperial Army and had considerable power; in effect they were the first military police force in history. The urban cohorts were responsible for law and order and acted as a dedicated police force. Before its decline, the Roman Empire had a relatively effective law enforcement system. Under the reign of Augustus, when the capital had grown to almost 1 million inhabitants, 14 wards were created; the wards were protected by seven squads of 1000 men called Vigiles, who guarded against fires and served as night watchmen. Large mastiff-type breeds of dogs were used to attack crowds and protect the watch men.


In merry old England the local lords and nobles were responsible for maintaining order in their lands, and often appointed a constable, sometimes unpaid, to enforce the law. Later on in England a system of sheriffs and investigative juries developed under the Anglo-Saxons to provide basic security and law enforcement. After the Norman Conquest, these institutions remained although their roles changed. Sheriffs in particular were responsible for keeping law and order, although they were responsible to the king and represented his interests. Fewters, the first professional dog handlers in Norman service, used tracker dogs such as bloodhounds to track down offenders.


Europe had the Hermandades, or ‘brotherhoods’; peacekeeping associations of armed individuals. As medieval Spanish kings often could not offer adequate protection, protective municipal leagues began to emerge in the 12th century against bandits and other rural criminals. As one of their first acts after the war of succession, Ferdinand and Isabella established the centrally organised and efficient Holy Brotherhood as a national police force. They adapted an existing brotherhood to the purpose of a general police force, appointing officials who were endowed with large powers of summary jurisdiction even in capital cases. The original brotherhoods continued to serve as modest local police units until their final suppression in 1835. Dogs, often strays, were used as early warning systems at night.


The first police force in the modern sense was created by the government of King Louis XIV in 1667 to police the city of Paris, then the largest city in Europe. The royal edict, registered by the Parliament of Paris on 15 March 1667 created the office of lieutenant general of police, who was to be the head of the new Paris police force, and defined the task of the police as ‘ensuring the peace and quiet of the public and of private individuals, purging the city of what may cause disturbances, procuring abundance, and having each and every one live according to their station and their duties’.


Early dog days in Europe and London


Imagine a 19th century constable walking the beat in the bustling cities of Paris, London, Berlin or New York. At this time the only weapon the constable had at his disposal was a night stick. On-duty injuries and deaths became a topic of great concern. Criminals armed with knives or pistols were quick to take advantage of the meagrely armed constable. In 1896, Dr Ham Gross had a cutting-edge notion for decreasing the injuries and deaths of constables patrolling the night beats by teaming them up with canine partners. In his book, Yearbook of the Austrian Constabulary, Gross referred to canines as ‘ideal, ever-watchful companions of the constable in his arduous official rounds, gifted with senses far more acute than those of his master’. Law enforcement officials throughout Europe loved Gross’ idea and many employed canines in their agencies.


The first recorded instance of the use of dogs in police work was to guard naval docks in St Malo, France in the early part of the 14th century. However, from as early as the Middle Ages, money was set aside in towns and villages in England to pay for the upkeep of bloodhounds to be used by parish constables to track down outlaws and criminals.


In fact, during the reign of King Henry I, documents showing the staffing levels of the royal palaces refer to the appointment of a constable who, with the aid of a marshal, ‘shall maintain the stables, kennels and mews, and be responsible for protecting and policing the whole court’.


During the 12th and 13th centuries, the forces of law and order were employed by the barons and landowners to protect their privileges. Restrictions were placed upon the right to own a dog, which were divided into three classes: small dogs, which were unlikely to be a threat to hunting, were unrestricted; dogs that had natural hunting instincts, such as greyhounds and spaniels, were barred altogether; and larger breeds were only allowed if used for security purposes and if their claws were removed. Constables used these larger breeds such as the bloodhounds more for their own protection than the ability to apprehend villains. A point worthy of note is that the bloodhounds of those times were described as ‘unreliable, bad-tempered and savage’, but even then displayed an uncanny ability to track through the marshes and bogs which bordered the highways of that time.


In Scotland bloodhounds became known as ‘slough dogs’ and it is from this name that the word ‘sleuth’, usually applied to a detective, is derived. By the beginning of the 19th century, people were leaving rural areas to move into larger cities and towns. Large country estates were breaking down into smaller units and with this change came the decline in the popularity of the dog as a hunter and enforcer of the law. At about this point in history, people of all classes began to treat their dogs as domestic pets rather than working animals, and size and appearance became as important as temperament and working ability.


The 19th century


The period of the Napoleonic Wars saw extreme outbreaks of violence and lawlessness in England and the existing forces of law and order — the parish constables and the Bow Street Runners (the first police force in London) — were overwhelmed. As a result private associations were formed to help combat crime. Night watchmen were employed to guard premises with many of these individuals provided with firearms and dogs to protect themselves from the criminal elements. In 1829 Sir Robert Peel established London‘s Metropolitan Police, the first professional body to police the whole metropolitan area. From 1835 onwards, police forces were set up in the larger boroughs and cities, as well as in the counties, so that by the end of the century, professional policemen were policing the whole country.


One of the first real attempts to use dogs to aid police in the detection of crime and the apprehension of a criminal was in 1888 occurred when two privately owned bloodhounds, Barnaby and Burgh, were used in a simple tracking test set by the then Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Sir Charles Warren, with a view to using them in the hunt for the Victorian murderer, Jack the Ripper. The results were far from satisfactory, with one of the hounds biting the Commissioner and both dogs later running off, requiring a police search to find them.


Police dogs were officially recognised as being of value on the European continent as early as 1859, with the Belgium Police in Ghent using dogs to patrol with the night shift.


Ghent, Belgium is the first city in the world known to have established a school where dogs were trained for law enforcement work. In March 1899 Ghent purchased three dogs and soon after, seven more. These dogs were trained for police work. The Ghent program attracted wide attention and prompted other cities on the continent to use dogs in law enforcement. German officers who studied in the Ghent system made favourable reports and by 1910 there were 600 towns in Germany using police dogs. Several police forces in France, Hungary, Austria and Italy as well as other Belgium police forces did so too. The first force in England to use handler/dog teams was the Hull and Barnsley Railway Police. In about 1908 these police used Airedale terriers imported from Belgium and trained in England for basic obedience and man work to help deal with rowdy seamen returning to the Hull docks after shore leave. The dogs were also used to protect premises and goods at dockside.
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The first engraving of a police dog in Belgium, 1899.


Germany, France, Austria and Hungary soon followed with dogs becoming an accepted part of the official police establishment. The dogs employed at this time were aggressive animals that could inspire fear, protect their handler against attackers and be prepared to tackle courageously anyone found lurking in the ill-lit streets or open spaces. The breeds most commonly used by the end of the 19th century in these countries were Belgian and German shepherds, boxers, Dobermans and Airedales (imported from England).


In 1895, dogs were used by the French police to combat street gangs in Paris. The success of these dogs led to the first major step forward in the development of the modern police dog in Germany. It was here, in the late l890s, that the first scientific and planned development took place with experiments in breeding, training and utilisation. By 1899, rapid progress had been made in the field of dog training with the development of the German shepherd dog as a breed and the formation on 22 April 1899 of the Vereins für Deutsche Schäferhunde or SV (The German Shepherd Dog Society). In 1903 the SV staged civilian police dog trials that encompassed control, criminal work and nose work exercises. The police authorities were impressed but were not convinced that the intensive efforts expended on training and the costs involved were justified by the results. The primary object of the police dog at this time was still seen to be that of only a deterrent.


The 20th century


In 1908, the North Eastern Railway Police who used Airedales to put a stop to theft from the docks in Hull formed the first recognised UK Police Dog Section. By 1910 the British Transport Commission Police had taken over, experimenting with other breeds such as labradors, Dobermans and finally, the German shepherd or Alsatian as it was then known.


After World War I despite the success of the transport police dogs, the police authorities in the United Kingdom continued to show a lack of interest in the use of dogs as an aid to police work. Dogs were considered beneficial as long as they did not cost money or require special training (some of my modern day colleges would argue that nothing has changed). In keeping with this attitude, in 1914 official authority was granted for 172 constables in the Metropolitan Police in London to take their own pet dogs on patrol with them; a motley crew of sheepdogs, retrievers, collies, terriers, spaniels, mongrels and even one Pomeranian.


By this time in Europe dogs were being used for a variety of purposes, and in 1920 a government school was established in Greenheide, Germany for the training of dogs for use in the field of law enforcement. Dogs were trained in basic obedience, tracking and searching with organised dog training centres being set up in various locations. The impressive results achieved on the continent could not be ignored forever, and in 1934 a committee was set up to investigate the whole question surrounding the use of police dogs in the United Kingdom. An interesting excerpt from The Times dated 15 January 1938 gives an interesting insight into the thinking of senior police officers of the time in regard to the use of dogs. Colonel Hoel Llewellyn, Chief Constable of Wiltshire was quoted as follows: ‘A good dog with a night duty man is as sound a proposition as you can get. The dog hears what the constable does not, gives him notice of anyone in the vicinity, guards his master’s bicycle to the death, and remains mute unless roused. He is easily trained and will go home when told to do so with a message in his collar.’


Bearing in mind that this was a statement from a pro-dog man of the times, it’s no wonder that the authorities failed to understand the true worth of the dog in the role of law enforcement for a number of years to come.
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Britain has a long tradition of using police dogs, which are used for tracking down offenders, crowd control and bite-work. They play an important part in all around Britain; from two-man police units in the small counties to over a hundred in large metropolitan divisions.


It was not until the 1930s that the police forces of the United Kingdom finally realised the potential of the police dog. In order to establish the best breed to be employed as a police service dog, a Home Office committee was set up in 1934 to establish an experimental dog training school in Washwater, near Newbury. The committee concluded that a multi-purpose dog, trained to carry out all disciplines, was not possible, and that tracking and other work would have to be divided. The committee reported in 1937 that the experiments at the dog training school showed that the best breed of dog for following a scent was the bloodhound, and the best breed of dog for general patrol purposes was the labrador.


Experiments had been done in crossing fell hounds with labradors and otter hounds to bloodhounds, but both sets of crosses left something to be desired. As a result of the committee’s conclusions, recommendations were made that chief constables consider the use of dogs in police work, and it was once again left to the individual chief police officer to decide the worth of employing dogs in his respective police force. In 1938 two specially trained black labradors were introduced into the Metropolitan Police as general patrol or ‘utility’ dogs. However, they were transferred in 1940 to the Cheshire Constabulary. With the outbreak of World War II, any further efforts to introduce dogs into a policing role in the United Kingdom were abandoned. The British Army, though, increased its use of working dogs throughout the war period.


The interest of the UK police forces was revived in 1946, when the Metropolitan Police established a small dog section and purchased six labradors, deploying them in South London. The labradors proved their worth on their first night on patrol when they were used in the arrest of two American servicemen. In 1948, the first German shepherd police dog had arrived in London. By 1954, the Metropolitan Police Dog Section was growing rapidly and a working party of police officers from the United Kingdom visited Germany. By this stage, the German police had been using working dogs for some years. German shepherd dogs were brought into the UK and designated to various police forces. A standing committee was formed to coordinate the breeding, supply and training of police dogs throughout the United Kingdom and it was from this point on that the working police dog came into its own in the United Kingdom. From these early beginnings the use of police dogs grew across Europe and around the world.


The end of World War II brought a crime wave to the shores of the United Kingdom, generally attributed to the presence of returning servicemen. It also brought the appointment of Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary to Sir Joseph Simpson KBE, a man who had a lifelong interest in gundogs and who saw clearer than most the possibilities of adapting the natural abilities and qualities of the dog to the specialist requirements of the police service. By good fortune, the Surrey Constabulary also employed an officer who had taken part in many of the unrewarding experiments to try and prove the value of the trained dog in police work; his name was Sergeant Harry Darbyshire.


This liaison set in motion the first positive effort to convince the Home Office and police forces throughout the United Kingdom of the true worth of a well-trained dog. With Darbyshire’s enthusiasm and ideas and Simpson’s leadership and influence, the Surrey police headquarters at Mount Brown in Guildford became the epicentre of breeding and training of the modern police dog. Within a short space of time the Surrey police dogs were touring the country giving demonstrations to other police forces, while at the same time, Sir Joseph Simpson was bringing his influence to bear on the kennel club and other senior police officers. Slowly, they began to understand and appreciate the potential value of the police service dog.


After a careful study of the work carried out by Harry Darbyshire, Sir Joseph Simpson reached a number of important conclusions on which further developments and progress were to be based. The most far-reaching of these was to discard the accepted notion that all police dogs should be divided into two classes: tracking dogs and criminal work patrol dogs. The evidence pointed to the fact that some breeds of dogs were capable of being trained to carry out both disciplines. He also concluded that there should be a more rigorous selection process when accepting dogs for police work, which was the first step towards the notion that the police service should breed their own animals in an attempt to produce the ideal police dog.


In 1948 a new breed of police dog was used on the streets of London for the first time, the Alsatian wolf dog, later known as the Alsatian or German shepherd dog. The first of this breed in London was called Smokey and such was the impression that he made, that a further twelve Alsatians together with another seven labradors were purchased. The Metropolitan Police Dog Section was growing so rapidly that a central dog training school was established at Imber Court, and by 1950 the total number of trained dogs in the force numbered 90.


In England a major recommendation of the Home Office Working Parties that visited police dog centres in Germany in 1955 and 1956 was the establishment of a central registry of all dogs used in Great Britain for police purposes. Chief Constable P. Eric St. Johnston of Lancastershire Constabulary was asked to set up a registry at the county police headquarters at Hutton. The registry was put into use in January 1960. The principal objectives in setting up the registry are essentially:


•  To record specific information about all dogs used in police work in England and Wales


•  To note police dogs considered for breeding so that the quality of police dogs may be improved


•  To assist the police forces in acquiring suitable dogs


North American dogs at work


In British North America, policing was initially provided by local elected officials. For example, the New York Sheriff’s Office was founded in 1626, and the Albany County Sheriff’s Department in the 1660s. In the colonial period, policing was provided by elected sheriffs and local militias as in their mother countries dogs often accompanied these men but were not officially on the pay role as police dogs are today.
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British Bobbies have used German shepherds since World War I. The dogs were called Alsatians due to anti-German sentiment at the time.


In Canada, the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary was founded in 1729, making it the first police force. It was followed in 1834 by the Toronto Police, and in 1838 by police forces in Montreal and Quebec City. A national force, the Dominion Police, was founded in 1868. Initially the Dominion Police provided security for parliament, but its responsibilities quickly grew. The famous Royal Northwest Mounted Police was founded in 1873. Spitz-type breeds were used not for traditional attack roles but as transportation; dogs were the first patrol cars.


In 1789 the US Marshals Service was established, followed by other federal services such as the US Parks Police (1791) and US Mint Police (1792). The first city police services were established in Philadelphia in 1751, Richmond, Virginia in 1807, Boston in 1838, and New York in 1845. The US Secret Service was founded in 1865 and was for some time the main investigative body for the federal government. Every one of these agencies now maintains a K9 unit. There are more than 900,000 sworn law enforcement officers now serving in the United States.


The New York City Police program was developed in 1907. Since 1907 more than 1000 US police forces have had K9 units at some time or presently do. There have been two distinct eras in the United States in the police canine programs. The earlier era ran from 1907 to 1952 and included 13 programs and 12 police forces. (There were no canine programs in the United States from 1952 to 1954.) The modern era began in 1954 and continues today.
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In the 21st century our canine friends have not only adapted to police work but have also established themselves as integral members of law enforcement teams. Police across the world have not overlooked dogs as important partners in the war on crime and disorder. Not only do our canine friends help us to deter criminals and safeguard the public (would you want to take on a German shepherd?), they also offer us something quite unique: an amazing sense of smell. A dog´s nose is many times more sensitive than a human´s and so is ideal for tracking or detecting, whether it is drugs, criminals, bombs, stolen property, or people who have lost their way. The canine sense of smell is so finely tuned that they can be trained to detect a number of different substances. Police dogs are a huge asset to the police service.
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There is no standard breed that is best for police work. Here a border collie is used to search for illegal substances at a checkpoint for entry into the Pentagon in the USA.




DOG BREEDS USED FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT


We have a special bond with dogs, a bond more special than with any other animal. Of all the animals on earth, we are the closest to the dog. In police work the reason we use dogs is because they are trainable: we can take a dog with high hunt drive, condition its behaviour, and train it to detect and respond to the presence of humans or other odours.


Many breeds of dogs have been used in law enforcement throughout history. (Throughout this book I use the term ‘law enforcement’ to include all dogs that work for agencies which fight crime whether it be to track down a suspect thief or apprehend a person smuggling an illegal item into the country.)


In Ancient Rome, for example, the urban cohorts employed large, fierce attack dogs to control the masses, and hounds to track down runaway slaves. In Britain Celtic hounds were dogs well respected by royalty and warriors. Hounds were the traditional guardian animals of roads and crossways and are believed to protect and guide lost souls in the Otherworld. The Irish wolfhound was used to hunt wolves and deer, but they were also used to track down poachers, slaves or villagers accused of crimes by the local sheriff.


Airedale terriers


Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Richardson was responsible for the development of messenger and guard dogs in the British Army. Two Airedales (Wolf and Prince) were used as message carriers. However, prior to this, in 1906, Richardson tried to interest the British Police in using dogs to accompany officers, for protection on patrol at night. Airedale terriers were selected for duty as police dogs because of their intelligence, good scenting abilities and their hard, wiry coats, which were easy to maintain and clean.


At the beginning of the Russo-Japanese war in 1904, the Russian embassy in London contacted Lieutenant Colonel Richardson for help acquiring dogs for the Russian Army, trained to take the wounded away from the battlefields. He sent Airedale terriers, for communication and sanitary services. Although these original imports perished, Airedale terriers were reintroduced to Russia in the early 1920s for use by the Red Army and Civilian Police as guard and tracker dogs. Before the adoption of the German shepherd as the dog of choice for law enforcement and search and rescue work, the Airedale terrier often filled this role throughout the world.


Belgian shepherd (Malinois)


The Belgian shepherd (Malinois) is a breed of dog sometimes classified as a variety of the Belgian shepherd dog rather than as a separate breed. In Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands and other European countries, as well as in the United States, Canada and Australia, the Malinois is bred primarily as a working dog for detection and police work. The United States Secret Service uses the breed exclusively.


Bloodhounds


A bloodhound (also known as the St Hubert hound, first bred in 1000 AD by monks at the St Hubert Monastery in Belgium) is a large breed of dog famed for its ability to follow scents hours or even days old over great distances. The combination of keen nose and powerful drive to track give it its place as top scent hound and have led it to be used to track escaped prisoners, missing persons and for police work. Bloodhounds are famous for their scenting abilities and are still used today by some US police departments for tracking fugitives and for cadaver recovery.


Border collies


The border collie is a breed of herding dog that originated along the borders of England, Wales and Scotland. Is it widely considered to be the most intelligent breed of dog in the world. Because of their skills, border collies make excellent search and rescue dogs in lowland, mountain and urban areas. They have been trained in air-scenting, ground-scenting and as cadaver dogs in many police forces.


Boxers


Developed in Germany in the late 1800s, the boxer is part of the Molosser dog group; a stocky, medium-sized, short-haired dog. The coat is smooth and fawn or brindled, with or without white markings. Boxers are brachycephalic (they have broad, short skulls), and have a square muzzle, mandibular prognathism (an underbite), very strong jaws and a powerful bite ideal for hanging on to large prey, including man. These strong and intelligent animals have been used by many European police K9 units.


Doberman pinschers


Doberman pinschers were first bred in the town of Apolda by Karl Friedrich Louis Dobermann, in the German state of Thüringia around 1890, following the Franco-Prussian War. Its qualities soon became apparent to both the German police and military; by World War II it is estimated that more than 200,000 war dogs were trained. The US established seven Doberman War Dog Platoons that were sent to the European theatre and the Pacific. Dobermans were credited for saving many American lives and are the official Marine Corps War Dog. Several police forces use Dobermans as their main breed of police dog.


German shepherd


The German shepherd dog (GSD, also known as an Alsatian), is a breed of large-sized dog that originated in Germany. German shepherds are a relatively new breed of dog, whose origins date back to 1899 according to its breeding club, the Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde (VS). As part of the herding group, the German shepherd is a working dog developed originally for herding sheep. Because of its strength, intelligence and abilities in obedience training the German government began to use the dog for military purposes and make them ideal companions for police officers today. They are especially well known for their police work, and are used for tracking criminals, patrolling troubled areas, and detection and holding of suspects. The German shepherd is one of the most widely used breeds in scent-work roles. These include search and rescue, cadaver searching, narcotics detection, explosives detection and accelerant detection, amongst others. They are suited for these lines of work because of their ability to work regardless of distractions.


Labradors


The modern labrador’s ancestors originated on the island of Newfoundland, now part of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada. The breed emerged over time from the St John’s water dog, also an ancestor of the Newfoundland dog (to which the labrador is closely related). Labradors are intelligent digs with a good work ethic and generally good temperaments. Common working roles for labradors include hunting, tracking and detection (they have a great sense of smell), and as guide dogs, police and military working dogs. They are perhaps the most popular and commonly used specialist search dog in law enforcement.


Rottweilers


The Rottweiler, or Metzgerhund (‘Butchers Dog’), is a medium to large size breed originating in Germany as a herding dog. Rottweilers worked as draught dogs, pulling carts to carry meat and other products to market. The breed is an ancient one, whose history stretches back again to the Roman Empire. One route the army traveled was through Württemberg and on to the small market town of Rottweil. The principal ancestors of the first Rottweiler’s during this time was supposed to be the Roman droving dog, local dogs the army met on its travels. The Rottweiler was officially recognised in 1910 as a police dog in Germany.


Spaniels


The spaniel is an old breed, appearing in paintings as early as the 1600s. It is possibly the ancestor of modern spaniels, springer spaniels and cocker spaniels, which were not recognised as separate breeds until the 1800s. The purpose of the breed was as a hunting dog. As such they are ideally suited to explosive and firearms searching, utilising their natural scenting abilities.
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There are of course many other dogs that have been used by various police forces throughout the world. I have just highlighted the most common types used today. Not all police dog are pure breeds. Many a mongrel (a dog or bitch whose sire and dam who owe their make-up to any number of different breeds) has served the police services with heroic distinction. Many have given the ultimate sacrifice.




SELECTING DOG HANDLERS AND DOGS


Handler selection


The careful selection of persons suitable for training as dog handlers is vital to the successful employment of dogs for police purposes. At all stages of training and operation, the handler and the dog work as a team, often with the minimum of supervision. The selection of suitable personnel for training is therefore no less important than the careful selection of dogs. People to be considered for training as dog handlers must be sound, experienced police officers whose mental alertness, equable temperament and willingness to persevere are above average. The nature of the training and subsequent operational work calls for a high standard of physical fitness. It is no good having all the academic talents in the world if you cannot lift a dog over a two-metre fence or carry a weight of 40 kilograms (your average police dog) for half a kilometre. If your police dog is injured you must be able to get it to a vet; you may be far from your patrol vehicle conducting a track of an offender when an injury occurs.
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Austrian police dog handler. Being a dog handler is not exclusively for males; many police forces embrace female handlers in their ranks.


Previous experience with animals may well be an advantage but the lack of it is not necessarily a disqualification in the case of an otherwise suitable officer. It is important, however, that a handler should have a forceful character with a determination to succeed and a cheerful disposition which will be refl ected subsequently in the behaviour of his dog. A handler with a brusque or nagging disposition will confuse and may easily ruin a dog. Voice modulation is vital to be able to give the dog quick, sharp, clear commands.


In cases where a police dog is to be kennelled at the home of the handler, serious consideration should be given to checking the home background, to determine whether all members of the family are supportive of the job requirements. Adequate kennelling facilities must be available to ensure that interference with and disturbance of the dog is minimised. Many police departments have a rule that dog handlers be married as this provides a stable life for the dog and aids its sociability.


Being a dog handler is a seven-day-a-week job. Many departments pay allowances to handlers because unlike general police officers who can hang up their gun and relax on their days off, a dog handler has to groom, feed and clean up after the department’s property on his days off. Some agencies, predominately the Military and Customs, believe dogs are a tool and when you’re off duty your K9 is in the agency’s kennel complex. I believe this is very limited thinking; it’s usually based on fiscal considerations, so that the department doesn’t have to pay for kennel housing or patrol cars as transport. You simply cannot have the same rapport with an animal, which your life may depend on, if you treat it like a part-time piece of kit, then lock it away after use. In my humble opinion you should live and work with your pack. I based part of my selection process as Dogmaster of the Defence Force on this commitment; if a potential handler didn’t want to take his K9 home he was not accepted into my unit.


The devotion of the handler to the dog and to duty must be without question: the former will ensure a mutual confidence and respect which will be shown in the dog’s attitude to work, and the latter is an operational necessity, particularly in squads where the number of police dogs is small. The technical ability of handlers can only be really judged after they have been allocated a dog to undertake a ‘familiarisation course’, or when they commence full training.


Many familiarisation courses thus test the physical fitness of handlers to check if they are able to look after the dog’s welfare as stated and to be able to keep up with it while tracking. Physical dexterity and agility is also tested as dog training often requires quick and sudden changes of pace and direction. Being able to listen to commands and repeat them may sound simple but is very important because it is the handler who effectively trains the dog.


A good handler is not only an alpha personality; he or she must be able to work in both a small team environment and on their own. This is why dog handlers the world over are recruited from the force not the street. Dog handlers must have excellent general police skills including weapons and investigative abilities prior to being considered, which in most forces means several years of service first. Although it´s true to say that all dogs can be trained, not all people can give that training. Getting a dog to want to use its abilities to order is a skill in itself.


Police dog selection


The selection of police dogs is perhaps even more demanding than the selection of handlers. Only half a dozen dogs out of a hundred viewed and tested will even make it to the beginning of a course and then not all of them will finish it. Producing a dog suitable in all respects for police work requires knowledge and care in the initial selection of animals for a training course. There are no hard and fast rules regarding particular breeds as individual dogs of any breed vary considerably in their mental approach to the training, and in their ability to assimilate such training. So the selection of dogs considered suitable for training as police dogs must be based on experience and must be done with extreme care. A department should not send the duty handler out to select dogs; rather it should send a very experienced operator/trainer. In many police or military forces the remount section, as it is often called, is staffed by senior non-commissioned officers (SNCOs) whose sole function is to select dogs. It must be appreciated that shortcomings in any individual dog may not become apparent until the training is well advanced. No useful purpose will ever be served by persevering with dogs which are in any way lacking the essential qualifications.


The requirements of the police service may be met in two ways:


•  Breeding at authorised breeding establishments


•  Acquiring young dogs at an age suitable to commence or be prepared for training


There is some difference of opinion about the best age at which training should begin, but experience has shown that the best results are obtained if training is undertaken when the dogs are between 12 and 18 months old. So when breeding dogs for police purposes, the long unproductive upbringing of puppies must be taken into account.


Police forces throughout the world are finding it difficult to acquire suitable dogs for policing. Breeders often aim for features opposite to the qualities police are looking for. Unfortunately the German shepherd is a breed which suffers from this; breeding for exaggeration in the show ring, exaggeration in size and breeding purely for profit has resulted in the production of a lot of animals of marginal physical, mental and genetic soundness. This is a long way from the original features envisaged by Captain Max von Stephanitz, the founder of the German shepherd dog in 1899, when he first bred this ideal working dog. Therefore many agencies are trying to breed their own dogs to counter these modern physical weaknesses.


An alternative to direct breeding for police purposes is the acquisition of suitable dogs at or near the age when they are ready to begin training. In Australia, for example, a great deal of money was recently spent by several government agencies to travel to Eastern Europe to source good old-fashioned quality stock and frozen semen, which will be used for improving breeding stock.


Temperament


Gone are the days of recruiting land sharks; years ago police dogs were often unapproachable by anyone except the handler. Today police dogs have to be more socialised. This does not mean soft or that any person can come up too close to them. The public just do not expect the dog wagon to rock from one side to the other with a large, hairy German shepherd bearing its teeth out the window as Grandma walks past on her Zimmer frame. So people who select police dogs look for certain traits. The characteristic expression of the dog gives the impression of perpetual vigilance, fidelity, liveliness and watchfulness; alert to every sight and sound, with nothing escaping attention. Fearless, but with a suspicion of strangers as opposed to the immediate friendliness of some breeds. A police dog should possess highly developed senses. It should be strongly individualistic and possess a high standard of intelligence. Three of the most outstanding traits are incorruptibility, discernment and ability to reason.


Physical characteristics


Police dogs don’t necessarily need to be pure breed (a pure breed dog is one whose sire and dam are of the same breed, likewise their parents are descendants of the same breed). But for many reasons most forces use pedigree stock. The general appearance of a police dog no matter what breed is a well-proportioned dog showing great suppleness of limb, neither massive nor heavy, but at the same time free from any suggestion of weediness. It must not approach the greyhound type. The body is rather long, strongly boned, with plenty of muscle, obviously capable of endurance and speed and of quick and sudden movement. The gait should be supple, smooth and long-reaching, carrying the body along with the minimum of up-and-down movement, entirely free from stiltedness.
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