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A Starting Place on the Journey

The will of God.

We talk about it in church and our Christian circles enough. We hear repeatedly that the Lord has a plan for us and that it is good. We are instructed to seek it, embrace it, and live it. We are even told that it is the key to our future. But what is it? Even though God’s will sounds like something we would like—and even need—to know, the whole idea of it often stirs up more questions than answers.

After all, it is the will—the volition that drives the workings of the universe, the paths of empires, and the lives of all peoples—of God, of the all-knowing, all-powerful, unseen, indescribable Creator of all things. Who wouldn’t want to be aware of such lofty information?

Yet even those of us who have been believers a long time sometimes have mistaken ideas about what the will of God really is. Some think it is special knowledge or divine and mystical revelations that the Father gives to super-spiritual people, which is not true. Still others would admit that they shy away from God’s will because they believe the Lord will ask them to do what they really don’t want to do. They believe God’s will is always difficult, sacrificial, or heartbreaking. That’s not accurate, either.

Sadly, whatever your view of it, God’s will can seem grand and unreachable, can’t it? In fact, after my many years in ministry, I have heard enough people talk about how frustrated they are about their Christian life that I am fully persuaded there’s one ultimate reason: They do not understand the nature of the will of God, nor do they know how to find it. And if you don’t understand those two things, you may feel insecure and directionless in your walk with Jesus. Both the small, daily pressures as well as the life-changing and overwhelming issues in life can make you feel as if you are under constant assault, lost, and helpless.

Maybe that’s what stirred your interest in this book. Certainly, it could be that you want to honor your Savior and stay on track with what He envisions for your life. After all, He created you and knows what He intended you to be. If He has a plan for your life, who wouldn’t want to experience His very best?

But that’s not usually what drives people to seek God’s will. Often there are questions about the future, decisions that must be made, or challenges that arise that have no foreseeable solution that drive us to our knees before the Father. Our only hope is the Lord’s insight, intervention, and provision.

In other words, perhaps you’re interested in the topic of God’s will because you are at a crossroad and have no idea which way to turn. Or maybe you’re between a rock and a hard place and see no hope of escape.

It also could be because you don’t know why the Lord has waited so long to give you the desires of your heart. Is this longing part of His plan for you or isn’t it?

Or maybe you simply don’t understand why certain hardships have befallen you.

The problem is, of course, how do you seek out God’s will? And how do you know for certain if you have heard Him correctly? There is an incredible level of frustration when you are desperate for the Lord’s guidance, but heaven seems silent. We can get so discouraged that we are tempted to say, “I really don’t know how to find God’s will, so what I’m going to do is the best I can and hope it all works out.”

But understand, you merely “wishing that everything will be all right” is not the Father’s intention. It’s not His best. It’s not the relationship He desires to have with you. He has a very specific plan for your life—one that can and should inspire your complete confidence. He promises in Jeremiah 29:11: “I know the plans that I have for you… plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” This is the hope each and every one of us can cling to. God has plans for you and He knows how to accomplish them in the best, most effective way possible for your particular personality, giftedness, and future.

The Lord Is a Planner

So right now, set your mind on this truth: Our God is a planner. He is not a reactor. He did not set this world in motion to be ruled by chance or wild, unchecked forces. Nor did He create you to live without hope and purpose.

In fact, from before the beginning the Lord has been making plans for you and for me. Just think about how He created this world with a variety of landscapes, colors, animals, plants, foods, smells, and textures. He thought of everything we would ever need and innumerable objects and creatures to satisfy our needs, stir our imaginations, fascinate our minds, and give joy to our souls.

Likewise, Ephesians 1:4 tells us God “chose us in Him”—in Christ—“before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.” In other words, the Father knew you and I would have the problem of being separated from Him by our sin. He understood the pain and frustration you and I would feel at not being able to reach Him, interact with Him, and receive His love because of our fallen human state. Therefore, the Lord has been strategically unfolding His grand design to send a Savior Who would forgive our sin and restore our relationship with the One for Whom our souls most yearn. And He was careful about it—God went to great lengths to show us Who would make us right with Him. Through the prophets, the Father began unveiling what He would do and He precisely pointed to Who our Savior would be—each prophecy and revelation narrowing down the possibility of Who could fulfill His requirements.

For example, Isaiah foretold: “A virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). This may seem like an odd prerequisite for a Savior. However, Romans 5:12 tells us: “Through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” At the Fall, all humanity received the sin nature—every one of us is a sinner (Rom. 3:23). This is because the seed of the sin nature passes through our fathers. But this is also why the virgin birth was necessary—without a human father, our Deliverer would not receive the sin nature.

One would think this would be sufficient to distinguish Who the Savior would be. But the Lord knew that other religions would arise that would falsely declare that they were the way to Him—and they would claim virgin births as well: Buddha, Krishna, the Egyptian deities Horus and Osiris, the Persian Mithra, the Aztec Quetzalcoatl, the Chinese Lao-Tsze, and others. So, in order to protect us from their false assertions, God narrowed the identification process further. The Anointed Savior, or Messiah, would be a fulfillment of the covenant to Abraham and come from his line (Gen. 12:3). And not only Abraham—but a specific great-grandchild of Abraham named Judah.

Abraham fathered Isaac; Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, gave birth to twins, Jacob and Esau; and Jacob had twelve sons—including a child named Judah. About Judah, Jacob prophesied, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). The scepter was a symbol of kingship and authority, so Jacob was communicating that someone from the line of Judah would always be the ruler of Israel. Also, the word Shiloh means “that which belongs to him.” So Jewish scholars have taken Jacob’s use of the word to refer to the Messiah—that ultimately, Christ would come through Judah’s line.

Eventually, a monarch was born through Judah—a man named David. Of course, David is one of Israel’s most famous kings. But God restricted the possibilities of Who Christ would be even further when He told David, “Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:16)—indicating that the Redeemer would be his descendant. So the Messiah came to be known as the “Son of David” (Matt. 1:1).

One after another, the Lord God provided incredible details about Who our Savior would be, where the Messiah would be born (Mic. 5:2), when He would appear (Dan. 9:25–26), what He would do (Isa. 61), and even His main region of ministry (Isa. 9:1; Matt. 4:12–17). Thousands of these prophecies revealed the only One Who could make us right with God—and that is Jesus. And there would be only one sacrifice that He could make to fulfill the Lord’s requirements, which was His death on the cross (Isa. 53).

Step into the Plan

Why am I telling you all of this—especially at the beginning of a book on God’s will? Because if you will think about how precisely the Father has planned your redemption, your home in heaven, and your rewards—you have to realize how deeply He treasures you and how carefully He thinks about your future. He wouldn’t have gone to such lengths to provide for your salvation if He did not value you.

Now think about this: Would God—having been so specific in all of His planning—suddenly just forget about you? Would He say, “Live your life the best you can. Just do what you can with what you’ve got”? Of course He wouldn’t. He made such an extraordinary and costly investment in you because He sees you’re worth it. And He wants you to join Him in His great plan.

In fact, what we see consistently throughout history is that the Father wants to reveal His will. He also shows us the way into His plan for each of us—and that is through a relationship with Jesus. In every way, Jesus is the key that opens the door to understanding God’s plan and it all begins by accepting Him as your Savior.

If you have never received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, it is no wonder that the whole concept of God’s will is confusing to you. Many people think they can know the Lord’s path for them without ever really knowing Jesus—the One Who is His ultimate plan. Don’t make that mistake. The Father’s purpose for your life doesn’t have to remain a mystery.

So if no one has ever had the great and joyful privilege of helping you to receive Christ’s gift of salvation, I pray you will allow me to do so now. All it takes is being willing to admit that you cannot overcome your sin on your own, but that you trust that the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross was sufficient to forgive everything you have ever done wrong. Are you willing? If so, you can tell Him in your own words or use this simple prayer:


Lord Jesus, I come to You asking You to forgive my sins and save me from eternal separation from God. In faith, I accept Your work and death on the cross as sufficient payment for my transgressions. I also confess that You are Lord. Help me to turn from my sins and live in a manner that is pleasing to You.

I praise You for providing the way for me to know You and to have a relationship with my heavenly Father. Through faith in You, I have eternal life and I trust You have prepared a home in heaven for me. I acknowledge that trusting You as my Savior is my first step into understanding and living out God’s will.

Thank You for hearing my prayers, loving me unconditionally, and leading me in God’s plan. Please give me the strength, wisdom, and determination to walk in the center of Your will. In Jesus’ name, amen.



Beginning, End, and Everything in Between

If you’ve just received Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you’ve just made the very best decision you will ever make! There is absolutely nothing more important in this life or the next than having a personal relationship with God.

But whether you’ve just accepted Christ or have walked with Him for decades, understand that what I said to you is central and essential: Jesus is the ultimate key to knowing and living God’s will. Jesus provides you with access to the throne of grace, so you can learn His plan for you (Heb. 4:16). He is your example of the life of faith in every way (Rom. 8:29). His Holy Spirit guides and empowers you (John 16:13-14; 1 Cor. 2:9–16; Phil. 2:3). His prayers sustain you (Heb. 7:25). His Word provides a light to your path (Ps. 119:105).

I say this because many people believe that God’s will is about living by a specific religious or moral standard or making certain decisions. And at a very basic level, it is. But it is really much more than that. It is about a profound, intimate relationship with God Himself—a relationship that results in a life that overflows with His wisdom, purpose, and power.

Ephesians 2:10 asserts: “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (emphasis added). Yes, the Father has created you with a reason in mind, to fulfill an important role in His kingdom. And it is in Jesus, as a person who is saved by Him, and through Jesus, as His disciple who is in fellowship with Him, that you discover, understand, and walk in His purposes.

Jesus Himself said it: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). We often think of this verse in terms of salvation, but it is true of the Christian life as well. Jesus wants to be your way, your truth, and your life. In Him and through Him are the Father’s will for you.

So don’t mistakenly think, God’s not really interested in teaching me, leading me, or revealing His will. Yes, He certainly is—more than you can ever imagine (Rom. 8:32). Not only is God attentive to the great and impactful circumstances of your life, but He is also observant of details so small they escape your notice. God cares about the problems, burdens, and conflicts that concern you. And what He wants most is a personal relationship with you where you walk with Him in such close union that you are consistently aware of His presence with you. Yes, He wants that. In fact, that’s why He has given His own Spirit to live within you and direct you.

No, the journey of seeking and living out God’s will may not be easy; in fact, I can testify it is sometimes very difficult. But it is always worthwhile. Because when you listen to and follow Him, you know what happens? You get His best. You will experience the greatest joy and fulfillment—to the deepest depths of your soul—because you will be living out the very reason you were created.

Are you willing? Then let’s get started.
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Understanding What God’s Goal Is

When we pick up a book on God’s will, it is generally because we want to know how to discover it for a specific issue that confronts us. We are looking for the five easy steps to knowing the Lord’s plan for our lives. And perhaps you are tempted to skip to the chapter with those steps rather than read through these first chapters that describe what God desires to accomplish in your life.

In fact, it is possible you read through chapter 1 thinking, I run a business. I just need to find out how to direct my company in a godly way and there are choices ahead that are confusing to me. Jesus is already my Savior. That’s not the problem.

Or maybe you would tell me, “I’m a parent. I want to raise my children in a manner that honors God. How do I know when to hold on to them and when to let go?”

You could be a student who is simply trying to figure out which university or course of study would suit you best. Or perhaps you’re a single person trying to decide whether or not you should marry the person you are dating.

You know that God is a planner and that Jesus wants to be part of your decision-making process. You desire to make wise choices. But how does what I am saying really apply to you and your situation?

Friend, what I have to tell you has absolutely everything to do with what you need. Your concerns are exactly what I am talking about.

Do Not Fear

What is important for you to understand is that the choices before you today are a part of God’s bigger picture for you. They may feel like they consume your life at the moment or represent the precarious crossroad on which the success or failure of your future hinges. You may feel as if the wrong decision could ruin everything for you and those you love.

I have had many such instances in my own life. Many. And they have comprised every area of my being—from where to pastor to how to respond to failed relationships, what to do about financial and health challenges, and all the rest. I may not have experienced your exact problem, but I know how deeply the anxieties and struggles of life can overwhelm and confuse even the steadiest heart. And I know how it feels when it seems like you cannot hear God’s voice.

I recall a very difficult season of seeking the Father’s will during my senior year at the University of Richmond. Absolutely everything seemed to be going wrong, and I was completely miserable. It was exam week, and I had received a 50 on one test and a 75 on another. I was a senior and it seemed as if I’d spent all this time in school just to fail. I was desperate to know God’s plan and purpose for my life, but it felt as if He had completely walked out on me—like He was a thousand miles away, gone and without thought for how profoundly I was hurting. Nothing I did seemed to help.

I recall praying, “Father, I’ve got to be absolutely sure what Your will is for me. I’ve prayed, asked, pleaded, begged, and fasted. I’ve done everything I know to do. God, please do something—my whole future is based on You. Please clarify this question in my mind and show me exactly what to do.” Perhaps you’ve expressed the same kind of prayer and can relate to the pressure I was under.

But then the Lord brought to mind something my grandfather George Washington Stanley told me. He had gone through a similar time in his life, when, like me, he was confused and seeking God’s guidance about whether or not to preach. So Granddad got down on his knees and asked the Father to show him what to do. Then he said, “Lord, if You are calling me to preach the gospel, let me see two falling stars.” Sure enough, he looked up and saw two bright lights shoot across the night sky.

I thought to myself, If Granddad asked God for something that specific and the Lord answered, then maybe He will do the same for me. After all, my grandfather never doubted that the Father had called him to preach. So I prayed, “God, I know I don’t have any business asking You this, but if this is Your will for my life—if this is really what You’re calling me to do—please let me see two falling stars like my grandfather did.” A couple of evenings later, I looked up and saw two brilliant stars streaming across the night sky at the same time.

It wasn’t until I got back to my room in the dorm and I was brushing my teeth that God spoke to my heart, What did you ask Me for?

I replied, “Well, Lord, I’ve seen a falling star before.”

Two at the same time?

“No.”

That’s right, you haven’t. You’ve never seen that before because you’ve never requested it until now. You asked Me and I’ve answered your prayer.

Now, I will be transparent with you. I was not convinced. I had read the Word and received no answer. I had prayed and heard only silence. And so my heart was tired, full of sorrow, and resistant. Maybe you know what I mean. You become so weighed down by your own hurts and insecurities that you doubt God will ever really answer you.

I sat on my bed and thought, Just forget it. I’m done. But I could not shake the conviction; I was so impressed to pray one more time. And I am so grateful that I did not resist. I kneeled next to my bed and God beautifully and quietly answered what I had been asking—giving me an overwhelming sense of peace and tranquility. Immediately, I fell on my face and thanked the Lord with all my heart. If the Father had not spoken to me in such a powerful way at that point, I may have given up and my life would have been altered completely.

I tell you this story because, as I said, I understand what it feels like to beseech God for guidance and not hear Him. And what I can testify today without a shadow of doubt is that the Lord Who created you is more than able to teach you what to do and keep you on the path of His will when you seek Him.

So the first principle for you is: Do not fear!

Fear can blind you to God’s purposes and the very guidance you are seeking. Anxiety can cause you to lose heart, make bad decisions, and even give up completely. This is why Scripture often repeats the command:


	“Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the LORD your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.… The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed” (Deut. 31: 6, 8).

	“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Josh. 1:9).

	Thus says the LORD to you, “Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s” (2 Chron. 20:15).

	“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand” (Isa. 41:10).

	Thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you” (Isa. 43:1–2).

	“Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, for the LORD has done great things (Joel 2:21).

	“Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid” (Matt. 14:27).

	“Do not be afraid; only believe” (Mark 5:26).

	
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people” (Luke 2:10).

	“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27).

	“Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; for I am with you” (Acts 18:9–10).

	“Even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:14–15).

	“He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore’ ” (Rev. 1:17–18).



Therefore, set your heart to reject fear. Do not be afraid that you are unworthy of knowing His will. He makes you worthy (Rom. 8:31–34). Do not fear that you are somehow disqualified from His love, plan, and protection. No one can take you out of His hand once you’ve accepted Christ as your Savior—not even you (John 10:28–29). Do not fear that you won’t or can’t hear God. He created you and can break through to you.


Breaking Through

The ability to hear God is one of the greatest mysteries and areas of frustration for many believers. How can someone truly know he or she has a promise or answer from the Lord—especially as the days pass without confirmation or circumstances go awry? As I told you in the previous section, I have wrestled with this issue myself. He is God and we are not. Even in our interactions with other people, whom we can see with our eyes and hear with our physical ears, we often mistake their meaning. And the Lord is spiritual—we cannot see Him, touch Him, or sit face to face with Him. How can we ever be certain that we are hearing Him and not our own hearts?

However, Hebrews 1:1–2 teaches us: “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son.” In other words, the Lord is actively speaking to us and wants to communicate with us. He tells us, “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know” (Jer. 33:3). The Father bids us to approach Him and He promises to get through to us with information that does not originate with us.

Understanding and believing that God speaks is one of the biggest differences between a person experiencing the extraordinary, fruitful Christian life and the one just practicing religion. Therefore, if you wish to know and walk in the Father’s will for you, this is the second principle you must set your heart on: You must believe that God speaks in a manner you can hear.

God is not like the person whom you write to, call, and reach out to repeatedly, but who never answers you back. He is not the delivery service that loses your letter or package. He is not the family member who refuses to interact with you. He says, “You will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13). Likewise, Jesus—God Himself—promised, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matt. 7:7). This does not mean the Lord will answer you immediately, but He will indeed respond to your cries.

Of course, the fact that God speaks may not be the issue for you. Perhaps your fear is that even though you’re seeking Him, you cannot hear Him. But remember, Hebrews 1:1 says, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways” (emphasis added). He spoke to people at different times, with various methods, and in diverse manners. Even the amount He disclosed to His people was specific and measured. Isn’t that interesting? There is not one way the Lord speaks—but many, according to whom He is speaking to and what He is revealing.

Think about it: How did God communicate with Adam and Eve? He walked with them in the cool of the day as a Father who teaches His children (Gen. 3:8). How did the Lord talk to Moses? He did so from a burning bush—a phenomenon that not only caught Moses’ attention but also showed him God could do the miraculous (Exod. 3). Likewise, the Father spoke to Joseph through dreams (Gen. 37:5–9), to Elijah in the “sound of a gentle blowing” (1 Kings 19:12), to Joshua through the mighty “captain of the host of the LORD” (Josh. 5:14), to Saul through the prophet Samuel (1 Sam. 9:27), to Jonah through a large fish (Jonah 1:17), to the people of God through the reading of His Word (Neh. 8), and to John through the heavenly vision (Rev. 1). Are you getting the picture? God is not limited with how He communicates His plan.

But why? Why did the Lord see fit to use so many methods? Could it be that the God Who knit us together in our mothers’ wombs knows the best way to get our attention and declare His will to us? Absolutely. Friend, the Father knows what we can handle, what we are prepared to hear, and the best way to reveal it to us.

So really, it is crucial for you to see that the God Who created this earth can surmount any inability you have to hear Him. Not only is it imperative that you believe the Father that communicates with you, but you also must believe God speaks in a manner you can hear.

However, here is a caveat to this principle that is crucial that we comprehend: The Father reserves the right to accept your refusal to hear Him. What do I mean by this? Well, often we think, I’ve been listening and can’t hear a thing from the Lord. We believe in our hearts that we want His will, but we what we really want is for Him to do things our way. So we are resistant to what He is saying and never fully convinced we’ve heard Him or that He is speaking. There are generally three ways this can happen:


	
God has spoken and you don’t like His answer, so you refuse to accept it. An example of this is the prophet Jonah, who was tasked with preaching to the cruel enemies of Israel in Nineveh. Because of his prejudice against the Ninevites, Jonah ran from the assignment.
Likewise, there are times God will call us to do difficult things such as forgive someone who has hurt us deeply, sacrifice something we care about, or take on a burden that we believe will limit our freedom. We cannot see how this is key to His will being accomplished in our lives. But realize that God does not require us to understand His will, just obey it, even if it seems unreasonable. The Father would not ask it of you unless He saw something important in your life that requires it—something you may be blind to.

So whenever you get stuck hearing from the Father, always go back to the last thing God told you and do it—even if it does not make sense to you.



	
The Lord has spoken and you can’t believe His answer, so you think you heard Him wrong. This is what I can call a faith issue. Our inadequacies, adverse circumstances, and the lies that are planted deep within our hearts convince us that God won’t really come through for us. We simply cannot see how He will accomplish all He said He would.
For example, after the people of Israel left Egypt, they traveled to the land God had promised them, knowing that they would face opposition. However, when they got there, they discovered “the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants there” (Num. 13:28 NLT). These appeared to be impossible obstacles. The Israelites were so frightened by the prospect of having to go in and conquer the land that they gave up without even trying. They simply could not see how God would deliver the Promised Land over to them.

However, this is why Proverbs 3:5–6 admonishes: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” You don’t have to know how God will accomplish it, just that He has never gone back on His promises to anyone (Josh. 21:45; 1 Kings 8:56). Trust what He tells you.



	
The Father has not yet spoken because you don’t need to know yet. In other words, the Lord is willing to speak to you, but you have put artificial time limits on when He should. This is perhaps the most frustrating reason for people who are seeking God’s will. We believe we have both a need and a right to know information as soon as we ask for it. But often we need to wait because of purposes unseen to us.
For example, several years ago I was in an accident that wrecked my automobile. As I was riding in the ambulance to the hospital, the Lord spoke to me very clearly: “Do not buy another car.” I thought this was odd, but the Father’s command was so strong that I felt I couldn’t ignore it. So I obeyed Him and someone graciously lent me a vehicle to drive. The loaner I was given was a sight to behold. It was one of those old, beat-up, gas-guzzling Cadillacs—enormous, long, and clunky, with checkered seats, fins, and its own zip code. I was grateful for the loan, but I confess I was incredibly embarrassed about being seen in it. I would hold my hand up to my face at stoplights so people wouldn’t recognize me.

In the days that followed, people kept asking me, “Charles, when are you going to get a car?” I just kept telling them that I was waiting for God to show me what to do. I lived this way for more than a year. Finally, the wait and the ridicule got to be too much for me. I gave in to my desire to buy an automobile and went down to a local dealership. There was a car there that I thought would be acceptable. But I test-drove it three times and never felt quite right about it. Each time, the Lord spoke to me in a manner I will never forget: “Do you want this or do you want My best?” There was no question in my mind about that, so I replied, “Father, I want Your best. I’m going to trust You.”

It was a week or two later that I rode with a church member to an important meeting. I didn’t know him all that well, but he offered to pick me up and take me. So I went, glad to have the opportunity to spend some time with him.

Along the way he asked, “Charles, when are you going to get yourself a car?” I thought to myself, Oh goodness, not this again. But I managed to answer, “Well, I don’t know. God just hasn’t given me permission to buy one yet for some reason.”

“What would you choose if you could get anything you wanted?” he inquired.

The words were out of my mouth before I could think about it: “One just like this,” I replied. This man had a very fine vehicle, one far better than I had ever considered purchasing for myself. Three days later, I received a check to buy an automobile just like his—a car far superior than I had hoped for or could have imagined. And it was absolutely free.

God didn’t tell me what to do about that automobile because He was working in the unseen to orchestrate a blessing for me. The same is true for you. Don’t give up because the Father has not given you an answer yet. He knows the exact timing for when you need to hear Him.





Of course, these are broad-stroke reasons why we don’t hear God when He speaks. There are underlying causes as well, which we will look at further in a subsequent chapter. The point is, however, that the Father is indeed speaking to you and desires for you to hear Him. And the main subject of His communication with you is teaching you the central focus of His will, which is making you more like Jesus.

Not To, but For

We learn that God’s goal for us is becoming like Jesus from Romans 8:29, which teaches: “Those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.” Therefore, we can say without a shadow of doubt that this is what the Father wants to do in you—that His ultimate objective for you is to look like Jesus in character and conduct.

So in chapter 12 of Romans, Paul describes what this looks like. Verse 1 tells us: “I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”

Why did Paul feel it necessary to teach this? As he wrote this letter to the Romans, the Jewish people were still making their offerings twice a day at the temple in Jerusalem—as they had been for a long time. If anyone understood sacrifices, it was the people of Israel. We know that when Solomon built the temple and the people of Israel went to dedicate it they “were sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered” (2 Chron. 5:6). They were very good at making their sacrifices.

You see this throughout Israel’s history. They presented guilt offerings for when they sinned intentionally (Lev. 5). They gave sin offerings when they sinned unintentionally (Lev. 6:24–30). They furnished burnt offerings to show that they were devoted to God and rejected sin (Lev. 6:8–13). They provided grain offerings—to show respect to the Lord and acknowledge all they had was from Him (Lev. 6:14–23). And they supplied fellowship or peace offerings—to express gratitude to the Father and honor their relationship with Him (Lev. 7:11–21).

In fact, the Jewish historian Josephus reported that around the time when Paul was writing Romans they counted the Passover lambs that were sacrificed in a three-hour period of time and it was more than 256,000.1 That is more than a quarter of a million lambs that were offered in just three hours. If anyone knew how to make sacrifices, the Israelites did.
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