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A child of five would understand this.
 Someone get me a child of five.

—GROUCHO MARX



 Tragedy is when I cut my finger.
 Comedy is when you walk into an open sewer and die.

—MEL BROOKS
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Preface

snark \snärk\ n 1 : biting wit 2 a : smartass remark b : slyly disparaging comment 3 : bastardization of “snide remark” snarky—\snärke\ adj : IRASCIBLE, SNAPPISH snark• ier; -est


JESUS, WHO’S NOT SNARKY these days? You have to be, really, if you have an ounce of brainpower left after all the bureaucratic bullshit, fake “business-speak” to replace intelligence, relentless use of the words like and whatever—and don’t even get me started on movies and television. But I’m not saying snark is a bad thing. I think to be truly fluent in snark, you have to be smart.

I say embrace your snark. It will set you free.

For example: Have you been laid off? Relationship in the toilet? Your insurance won’t pay to remove your malignant tumor? Whaddaya gonna do? Cry about it? Write to your congressman? Call Obama? (I want change, too, but I’d prefer it in my pocket.) Getting snarky is the only way to go: You’ll be flexing the unchallenged muscles of your mind, and you’ll quickly discover if your snark victim is a snail or a shark.1

Why a handbook, a primer, a guidebook, a whatever? Why not? What are you, the New York Times Book Review? Because ... that’s why. I know we’ve got Al Franken, Jim Norton, Denis Leary, and Lewis Black—all leading champions of snark—but those guys don’t look at the origins, at the history, of this fine and playful way of life. Within these pages are examples of snark that stretch back generations, that run the gauntlet from hilarity to satire. Who was it that said, “The pen is mightier than the sword ”?2 Well, I say the snark is the mightiest of them all. There are those who contend that snark is ruining modern conversation, but I say to thee, nay, we should focus on being more snarky and elevate it to the place it deserves.

So where does it come from? Some say the concept is British, dating back to the early 1900s. If you are familiar with Monty Python and Peter Cook and Dudley Moore, this shouldn’t surprise you. The Brits take the gold in Olympic snarkiness every time.

Still, others give credence to its origin in Lewis Carroll’s epic poem, “The Hunt for the Snark,” part of which is reprinted in this book. Carroll claimed that snark was a mashing together of the words snail and shark. Reading the passages, it can certainly be construed to be about the verbal sparring that is at the heart of the best snark.

Others have put forth a theory that the word is a combination of snide and remark. Sure, that works. But snark is so much more.

The act of snarking is now a more common daily occurrence than that of rationalization or having sex or rationalizing why we’re too busy to have sex. Try going a week without a good snark. Can’t be done.





You can see it everywhere.

You can see it all over television:



	
[image: e9781602397606_i0003.jpg] The Daily Show
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You can see it all over the movies:



	
[image: e9781602397606_i0010.jpg] Anything with Dane Cook in it3


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0011.jpg] Anything with Seth Rogan in it4


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0012.jpg] Every children’s animated flick. (These are all snark heavy, apparently to entertain the parents, as it’s no longer PC to have the mother die in the opening scene.)



You can see it throughout literature and in many of the new books, especially for a younger audience:



	
[image: e9781602397606_i0013.jpg] Diary of a Wimpy Kid


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0014.jpg] The aforementioned Gossip Girl5




You can see it on the Internet ... Jeez, without it there wouldn’t be Gawker and Twitter and countless other places.6

You can hear lots of it on the radio; it’s easy to make the case that Howard Stern is the reigning king of snark, and certainly Don Imus got kicked off the air just for being too damn snarky.

Yes, hardly an hour goes by without a taste of someone’s snarkiness somewhere.

And yet ... it ain’t all that intelligent.

I contend that snark, as an attitude, as a tone, can be good when defined as “a behavior that is a wonderfully witty combination of sarcasm and cynicism.” It sounds nice, right? Kinda cool. Kinda hip, sorta boring ... but nice.

But when it’s defined as “snotty and/or arrogant” ... yeah, way more fun.

We can raise the level of snark to an art form, make it a tool that will take your discourse to new levels and make others think, hmmm, guy’s pretty smart—and a prick, too.

So, let’s get to it.

Snark is usually best when it’s done in the company of others. Often, it’s for the benefit of others: a bringing of someone into one’s confidence and making them laugh, usually at some other idiot’s expense. Snark says, “Aren’t you glad you’re not him/her?” And the answer is always: “Yes.”

At the heart of it, being in a state of snark can be one of the most useful tools at one’s disposal and hence,7 a powerful way to get what you want while keeping people completely off guard. And royally pissed off.

And so, dear reader, 8 I present a handbook, a guidebook, a primer—a what have you—to help you fine-tune your snark chops. There’s a ton of quotes, some accredited, some not,9 some prescriptive tips (because there are plenty of opportunities to find and use snark in this world), and, as every bit of ad copy I’ve ever seen adds, “much, much more.”

Most of all, there’s a tone I want you to take. An attitude. An insouciant stance that gives off a take-no-prisoners vibe and has those around you awestruck and wondering, “Did he/she really just say that?”

I say: Let your inner angry self become a positive rather than a negative while still remaining negative—but most of all, have fun.10



 Lawrence Dorfman 
Hamden, Connecticut 
September 2009
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Introduction

Life sucks, get a fucking helmet, okay?

—DENIS LEARY



 A Snark is a man who, when he smells flowers, looks around for a coffin.

—H. L. MENCKEN (with help from the author)





 YOU MIGHT HAVE NOTICED that I have both a preface and an introduction. If you did, you’re observant.11 That’s the first step to being a successful snarkist. You have to carry an attitude of “I know more than you do.” Even if you don’t. If someone calls you on being too sarcastic—or, god forbid, mean—it’s imperative that you quote from “The Hunting of the Snark.” I’ve made it easy for you by reprinting some of it here:



The Hunting of the Snark

by Lewis Carroll



 “Just the place for a Snark!” the Bellman cried, 
As he landed his crew with care; 
Supporting each man on the top of the tide 
By a finger entwined in his hair. 
“Just the place for a Snark! I have said it twice: 
That alone should encourage the crew. 
Just the place for a Snark! I have said it thrice: 
What I tell you three times is true.” 
While, for those who preferred a more forcible word, 
He had different names from these: 
His intimate friends called him “Candle-ends,” 
And his enemies “Toasted-cheese.” 
“His form is ungainly—his intellect small—” 
(So the Bellman would often remark) 
“But his courage is perfect! And that, after all, 
Is the thing that one needs with a Snark.”




How to Be Snarky

Snark is usually innate; however, if you would still like to attempt developing this ability, your chances of success are greatly increased if you are intelligent, or at the least not mentally incapable of detecting and reproducing sarcastic remarks. If you cannot make your very own snarky comments, you can still pass as having some grasp of this art by being able to recognize snark when it is spoken by someone else and to retain it in memory long enough to use it at a later time when it’s relevant.

It’s easy to be annoying. It’s easy to be bitchy. It’s not as easy to be snarky. To be snarky, you have to learn to be sarcastic with a hint of condescension with every word. You also need to have a certain level of intelligence—check out Tina Fey in 30 Rock. So if you want to start snarking with all your friends, you need to find out how to be snarky in different situations with ease.



 BE DIRECT. CRITICALLY DIRECT. The key to being snarky is to point out everyone’s flaws and imperfections.



 TIMING. If you want to be snarky, you have to be quick to the punch line. As soon as you see a window, jump in. The longer you wait, the less effective your attempt will be.



 IT’S ALL PERSONAL. Every day people say dozens of things that can be misconstrued in some way. If you want to be snarky, consider each one a personal attack and fight back.



 BE NEGATIVE. To be snarky is to see the black lining in every situation. Point this out to friends and family at every opportunity. The world is a dark and evil place.

Look, it’s an overused cliché, but this ain’t rocket science. For just pennies a day and in the comfort of your own home, you too can snark with the best of them. Or the worst of them. Your choice, Sparky.
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Sex12


Sex without love is an empty experience, but as empty experiences go, it’s a pretty good one.

—WOODY ALLEN





 SEX IS ALWAYS A WEIRD but fun place to start. We all want it, we all need it, we all gotta have it ... but we usually don’t get it. At least not as much as we think we should. So let’s snark instead. But be careful here. Nothing kills the mood for sex like a misplaced snark. Really. I wouldn’t lie to you. And to prove it, here’s some classic sex snark.



 You know “that look” women get when they want sex? Me neither.

—STEVE MARTIN
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I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. But I was not pleased to read the description in the catalog: “No good in a bed, but fine against a wall.”

—ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

[image: e9781602397606_i0018.jpg]


Anything worth doing is worth doing slowly.

—MAE WEST
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A guy tells his psychiatrist: “It was terrible. I was away on business, and I e-mailed my wife that I’d be back a day early. I rushed home from the airport and found her in bed with my best friend. I don’t get it. How could she do this to me?” “Well,” says the psychiatrist. “Maybe she didn’t see the e-mail.”
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The good thing about masturbation is you 
don’t have to dress up for it.

—TRUMAN CAPOTE



 Don’t knock masturbation—it’s sex with someone I love.

—WOODY ALLEN
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It is better to copulate than never.

—ROBERT HEINLEIN


Lines Men Use


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0022.jpg] All those curves, and me with no brakes.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0023.jpg] Let’s go to my place and do the things I’ll tell everyone we did anyway.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0024.jpg] Don’t worry, it only seems kinky the first time.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0025.jpg] Let’s be naughty and save Santa a trip.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0026.jpg] You’r so fine, you make me want to go out and get a job.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0027.jpg] My magical watch says you aren’t wearing any panties. Oh, you are? It must be an hour fast!





The last time I was inside a woman was when I went to the 
Statue of Liberty.

—WOODY ALLEN
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If all the girls who attended the Yale prom were laid end to 
end, I wouldn’t be a bit surprised.

—DOROTHY PARKER
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A man enters his bedroom and finds his wife in bed with another man.

“What are you doing?!?” he yells.

“See?” the wife says to her lover. “Did I say he was stupid or what?!”
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Kinky is using a feather. Perverted is using the whole chicken.

—ERICA JONG
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I’ve tried several varieties of sex. The conventional position 
makes me claustrophobic and the others give me a stiff 
neck or lockjaw.

—TALLULAH BANKHEAD
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Q: Did you hear about the new “morning after” pill for men?

A: It changes their blood type.



 Q: What is the quickest way to clear out a men’s restroom?

A: Say, “Nice dick.”



[image: e9781602397606_i0033.jpg]


There are a number of mechanical devices that 
increase sexual arousal, particularly in women. 
Chief amongst these is the Mercedes-Benz 
380L convertible.

—P.J. O’ROURKE
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Why did God create men?

 Because vibrators can’t mow the lawn.

—MADONNA
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Now that food has replaced sex in my life, I can’t even get into my own pants.
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God gives men a brain and a penis, and only enough blood 
to run one at a time.

—ROBIN WILLIAMS
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Eighty percent of married men cheat in America. The rest 
cheat in Europe.

—JACKIE MASON
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Sex at age ninety is like trying to shoot pool with a rope.

—GEORGE BURNS
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Sex is nobody’s business except the three people involved.



 Sex is one of the nine reasons for reincarnation. 
The other eight don’t matter.

—HENRY MILLER
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I practice safe sex. I use an airbag.

—GARRY SHANDLING
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She’s so pure, Moses couldn’t even part her knees.

—JOAN RIVERS
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I’m a terrible lover. I’ve actually given a woman an anticlimax.

—SCOTT ROEBEN
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I once made love to a female clown—she twisted my penis into a poodle.

—DAN WHITNEY
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My wife is a sex object. Every time I ask for sex, she objects.

—LES DAWSON
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I went to a meeting for premature ejaculators. I left early.

—JACK BENNY
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Vasectomy means never having to say you’re sorry.

—LARRY ADLER


Excuses to Get Out of a Date13


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0047.jpg] I’m teaching my dog to yodel.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0048.jpg] I prefer to remain an enigma. Or a conundrum. I forget which.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0049.jpg] Sorry, I’m trying to finish He’s Just Not That Into You.


	
[image: e9781602397606_i0050.jpg] My friend is on The Bachelor (or The Bachelorette) and I promised to stay single during the show in case they needed someone new.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0051.jpg] I don’t think you can afford the lifestyle I’d become accustomed to.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0052.jpg] I’m so sorry but my shrink doesn’t think you sound right for me.

	
[image: e9781602397606_i0053.jpg] Drinks are a bad idea; I have an AA appointment that night.
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