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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to lovers and romantics everywhere!





INTRODUCTION

It may be true that love is all you need, but how can you keep love fresh, creative, exciting, and romantic over the course of months or years? Sometimes it seems like there are really only a handful of romantic activities to choose from, and we all know what they are: a love note; a dinner date; a movie; a nice picnic. They’re all fine, but they’ve all been done before, and it can be easy to get into a love rut by doing the same things over and over again. Crazy Love is here to change that! The ideas in this book will help you overcome the boring and ordinary, and set you on a course for adventure into uncharted territory. Some of the ideas presented here are unique twists and creative additions to the standard romance repertoire, while others are completely novel. Your partner will wonder just how you managed to come up with something so creative!

You can and should use this book in the way that suits you best: use the ideas as inspiration, and tweak them to meet your budget or time constraints, or follow them to the letter for a truly remarkable romantic experience. You know your relationship better than anyone else ever could, so use this knowledge to help you decide whether or not a particular romantic idea would excite your significant other. After all, some people are mortified by public displays of affection, while others can’t get enough of them. Respect the needs and wishes of your partner, and you’ll find that these ideas will take your relationship to a new level of romance that you have to feel to believe!





 

Write a song about her, and then hire a local band to play it for her. There are plenty of eager musicians in college music departments looking for quick gigs.
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Get a fancy restaurant to surprise him with his favorite food, even though it’s not on the menu. Ask the kitchen ahead of time, but be prepared to try several places before you find one that will do this for you. It might help if you first approached a smaller restaurant that the two of you have frequented previously, and where you might be recognized.
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Buy him a book he’s been wanting to read, then paste a love letter on the inside back cover, so it’s the last thing he sees.
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Rent a billboard declaring your love on a road she drives every day. If that’s well outside of your budget, you can hang a sign on an overpass.
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Put love notes in your partner’s books or magazines, so that she will find them when she least expects it. This works especially well if she is taking the magazine with her somewhere—to work or on a trip, for example.
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Take a picture of the two of you, and then use photo editing software to place your faces on a backdrop derived from your partner’s dream vacation location. If she always wanted to go to Venice, paste your heads in front of the canals of Venice. Have the photo made into a puzzle (there are several companies that do this) and when she’s finished putting it together, surprise her with tickets to the destination in the puzzle!
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Name a star after him through the International Star Registry, and then go one step further: Buy a telescope, and set it so that it’s focused on your partner’s star before he comes home in the evening. Bring him outside with some wine and let him have a look!
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Video record yourself talking about all the things you love about her, and then ask your local movie theater to air it as a “preview” at a movie you take her to see.
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Take him to a sports game, even a local high school or college game, and have the cheerleaders do a cheer of his name.
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Buy a dozen roses, and use them to design a scavenger hunt for her! Leave one rose on her car at work, along with a clue that will lead her to the next rose. Each subsequent rose is paired with a clue, until you ultimately lead her to a restaurant where you’re already waiting.
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Plan a complete surprise vacation for him: Pack his suitcase, call his boss to arrange his time off, and let his friends know what you’re up to, as long as you trust them not to tell! On the day you leave, pack the luggage in secret, tell your partner you’re taking him out to dinner, and then drive straight to the airport!

[image: ]

Hire a local artist to make a mixed-media collage, sculpture, or painting of the two of you, using some of your favorite photographs. If you don’t have enough photos yet to pull this off, stage a quick photoshoot with a friend or a photographer to help round out the choices.
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Plan a full-out surprise party for him on the anniversary of some small success or accomplishment, such as his one-year anniversary of when he learned to ski. Get him a cake, a card, and a small gift that relates to the anniversary in some way.

[image: ]

Surprise her by transforming your home into a spa, complete with a private masseuse (either you or an actual professional), soothing music, and a new bathrobe.
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Put together a “tour” of his favorite movie or TV show. Go and visit the places where it was filmed, eat where and what the characters eat, and take pictures of yourselves in front of some of the recognizable landmarks.
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Go for a picnic … during a workday! Buy all of the supplies you need, and then head out to his workplace for lunchtime. Give him a call or a text, and ask him to come outside. Then, use his lunch break to have a quick meal for the two of you! If there are parks around, go there; but if not, your car will do just fine.
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Gather up any love letters or cards the two of you have exchanged, and have them bound into a book for safekeeping. There are numerous options you could take with the binding, whether you prefer a classical, leather-bound volume, or something a bit more contemporary.
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Give her a locket with a meaningful picture in it. Each day, write a new small message and place it in the locket before she goes to work.
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Buy ad space in the newspaper or magazine he reads, declaring your love for him. It might make sense not to use his real name, but make sure the message is still recognizably to him and from you.
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Make a time capsule for your future selves. Seal photos, objects, and written memories from the year in a small storage container, put it away, and then open it up at a predetermined time with your partner. You can open this time capsule after your wedding, during an anniversary, on a birthday, or any day that you agree on!
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Have a campout indoors. Use the stovetop to cook s’mores and hot dogs, lie out on an air mattress in the living room, and watch a fake fireplace DVD to set the campfire mood. Swap ghost stories, or just relax together with your “fire” and some s’mores.
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Create a visual depiction of your relationship by collecting photos of the two of you that express what you love about your life together. Assemble them in a digital scrapbook and have a nice print edition made for an in-person gift.
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Design an infographic that traces your lives before and after you met. It could be a complicated flow chart, a pictorial timeline, or something else entirely. You could even use it to pop a big question about the next stage of your life together!
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Cultivate a new breed of roses and name it after her. Though this may sound like a difficult task, it only takes one or two growing seasons, and instructions can be found online.
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Take a day off of work, and use the time to plant a small garden with all of her favorite plants.
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Watch the sun rise and set on two different coasts. Travel first to the East Coast, and surprise her in the early morning with a breakfast picnic while the sun rises. Then, hop a flight to the West Coast, and head to a beach to watch the sun set over the Pacific.
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For the social media–savvy partner, make an online “scrapbook” of your relationship by collecting old Facebook updates, tweets, blog posts, and photos that pertain to your relationship. Create a single online document, and then send it to her at the end of a long week for a sweet surprise.
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Surprise her by arranging for her out-of-state family or friends to come visit for her birthday.
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