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This book is dedicated to those who take on the responsibility to become an armed citizen. To those who conceal carry and do so knowing they may need to put their lives in danger to save themselves, their family, friends, or complete strangers. To those who tinker, rebuild, and customize their Glock pistols. For competition shooters who desire simplicity in a pistol. For our law enforcement, the thin blue line that separates us from evil and keeps us safe. For all our military forces who sacrifice and dedicate their lives so our lives can be free. And finally, to collectors who can become manic like me, searching for that one specific Glock model with that specific serial number. Stay calm and Glock on.




Foreword


It was a cold Friday workday in Mamaroneck, New York, that November 1994. I was a truck driver at the time and, along with Tony, a crane operator from Connecticut, was on a job doing environmental tank extractions so the town could convert from No. 4 fuel to natural gas. The project consisted of extracting twenty thousand-gallon fuel tanks located at elementary schools, high schools, libraries, and municipalities. At the end of each week, after work we would blow off steam and meet other union brothers at the local watering hole, Chuck’s Café, for cocktails. Members of the steel union would be there, along with members of the labor union and carpenters union. Friday is payday for everyone.


We arrived there about 5:30 p.m. and noticed a group of men standing across the street when we entered the bar. It was a typical Friday, having a good time playing darts and cards and listening to rock and roll on the jukebox. By 2:00 a.m., it was time to go home, so we said good-bye to everyone and left the bar and walked across the parking lot to my pickup truck. I started to open my driver side door when a set of hands reached from behind me and slammed the door closed. I looked up and saw two men, each about six foot four (I know, because I’m about six feet). The men were wearing black three-quarter-length leather overcoats. I looked across at Tony, who was entering the passenger side of my truck. They were going to rob us. Tony saw the two thugs near me and immediately drew out a handgun and pointed it at the two of them. When the two thugs saw the handgun, they immediately disappeared fast, walking across the street. Tony and I then got into the truck and proceeded to drive home without saying a word. On the way home, about a half hour into the drive, I said, “Thank you for saving us from getting robbed. I didn’t know you carried a gun.”


“I carry and have a Connecticut permit to carry,” Tony explained, “but not in New York State. New York does not honor a Connecticut conceal carry permit. On the other hand, if you have a New York conceal carry permit, Connecticut will honor the New York permit for a $35 fee.”


“So you are not supposed to carry in New York.”


“Stash, I always carry a gun,” he said. “I was a drill sergeant and instructor in the Army and taught and trained my men to ‘Live by the Gun,’ and I mean to live by the gun for the rest of my life.” It was a moment I will never forget; how a normal, typical Friday night with the boys could have ended in tragedy because two guys wanted our hard-earned cash. Later I talked to a couple of agents; they told me these thugs were pros. Tony stopped them in their tracks by displaying a pistol.


My dad, Stanley Sr., and his three brothers all served in World War II. My father was an Army paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne and dropped into Normandy during the D-Day invasion. His brother and my uncle, Joseph, served under General George Patton in his tank company during the Battle of the Bulge. Michael, the second brother and another uncle, also served under General George Patton as a motorcycle instructor and in fact trained General Patton how to ride a motorcycle. Generals also have to know how to ride a motorcycle in case of emergency. General Patton and my uncle Michael crossed the Rhine Bridge together, my uncle on his motorcycle and General Patton in the turret of his tank. Victor, my dad’s third brother and another uncle of mine, enlisted in the Marine Corps. and took part in the invasion of Iwo Jima. They all came home, though Victor lost one leg up to his knee at Iwo Jima. God Bless my father and his brothers as these guys gave us our freedom. Like my uncle Victor used to say, Semper Fi—“Always Faithful.” I knew technically he wasn’t allowed to conceal in New York, only in Connecticut, but I understand what Tony meant by “Live by the Gun.”


After thanking Tony for saving us from getting robbed or perhaps killed, I told him that when I returned home I was going to apply for a conceal-carry permit to carry either a pistol or a revolver in Connecticut. When we arrived got back to Connecticut, I dropped Tony off at his house and again thanked him for saving us. The following week I visited the local police department and received the paperwork to apply for the right to carry a handgun in the state of Connecticut. I filled out the paperwork and had to find two permit gun owners to write a letter saying I was competent to have a gun permit. I received my two letters and then went to a local gun range with a retired US Marshal. My friend was a firearm instructor and I soon learned how to safely handle and shoot a revolver and pistol. About twenty days later, after I sent all the paperwork to the state, I received a temporary gun permit for my town only. I sent a fee in to the state of Connecticut and about thirty days later received my state pistol permit. Then I went to the state of Connecticut safety building to get my picture ID gun permit. Now it was official. I had a permit to carry in the state of Connecticut. Now it was time to go shopping for a pistol or revolver.


In 1995, I went to my first gun shop in Waterbury, Connecticut, Bull’s-eye Gun Shop, to shop for a pistol or revolver to conceal carry. The owner, Bill Nolan, introduced me to one of his employees, Todd Dillon. Todd was going to college and taught some revolver and pistol safety classes. He also was a well-known hunter with a rifle and shotgun. His personal conceal carry pistol was a Glock G19 with night sights, what I would come to know as a 9mm Second Generation with a finger-grooved rubber grip. Todd explained he shot his Glock upside down, sideways, and in any weather conditions with no problems. He convinced me that I should buy a Glock pistol for my first gun to carry.


At the time, in 1995, the .40 S&W Auto was a new cartridge. Todd suggested I buy the Glock G23 pistol, which is the same size as the Glock G19 but in .40 S&W. He explained that the Glock G23 in .40 S&W would have more knockdown power than the 9mm Glock G19. So I ordered one and two weeks later received my Glock G23. I immediately went out to the range, shot it, and loved it. Ten months later, I stopped back in at the Bull’s-eye Gun Shop and spoke to Bill Nolan about tricking out my pistol. We decided to install a six-inch Jarvis barrel and put a compensator on it. We sent it to a gunsmith in Long Island, New York, called Coliseum Gunsmithing, and in about three months my Glock G23 returned. Bill suggested I order a G17L long box; because of the new six-inch barrel and compensator, my now-custom Glock G23 did not fit in its original box. So that’s what I did. About a month later I decided to add a gold firing pin, titanium guide rod, night sights, three-and-a-half-pound trigger, a lighter trigger spring, a tactical flared magazine well, extended slide stop lever, and a finger-grooved Hogue rubber grip. I liked customizing my Glock. Bob Betts installed all these parts. Bob is a master Glock armorer. Next, I found a gun shop called Larry’s Discount Guns, in Waterbury, Connecticut. Larry Montambalt, the owner, sold some rifles to me in the past and also located and ordered a compensated First Generation pebbled-finish frame G17L 1986 that was for sale in the newspaper, Gun Broker. While in the gun shop one day Larry read an advertisement in a shooting sports magazine for the Glock Collectors Association. Larry noted that I now had six Glocks and maybe I ought to join. The cost was only $25, so I did. Larry also purchased my favorite Glock pistol that was advertised in the GCA journal by Don Bulver who worked for Glock Inc., USA after retiring from the St. Paul Police Department. Don had been the firearms instructor for the department and did the transition of revolver to First Generation G17 pistols. This was one of the first big department sales in early 1987 for Glock. Don also has an engraved G17 1st Generation pebbled finish frame with his name engraved—“Sgt. Don Bulver St. Paul Police Department”—on the side of the slide. This is the first engraved police department pistol in the United States from Glock Inc., USA. Don had several pistols that were first run, including my pistol that I had purchased—a Cut-Down G19 First Generation pebbled finish frame and new in the box. It had a prefix DN-series, which is very rare. The Cut-Down G19 was also advertised in a 1988 flyer for Glock. There were a couple of runs, but most were traded in for Second Generation G19’s that came out three months later after the First Generation G19’s. As the G19 First Generations were traded in, they did not get shipped out again, just replaced with Second Generation G19s. Don was also a life member in the GCA and is number “007.”


Two weeks after joining I received my first Glock Collectors Association (GCA) journal. After reading the journal, I found out the first-run upon introduction Glock models that were shipped in the US from 1986 through 1994. That’s when, I decided to start collecting first-run Glocks. The six Glocks I owned were not first run, so I decided to trade them in and concentrate on first-run Glocks. Locating these Glocks was a journey; I was bit by the collecting bug. On my travels, I visited Carabeta’s Gun Shop in Middletown, Connecticut. Greg, manager of the gunshop, had a lot of information about Glocks. I told him I was trying to locate a first-run G17, G19, G20, G21, G22, G23, and G24. By now I knew the model names and what calibers went with what models. Greg said it was going to be challenging, but could be accomplished. He knew the northeast salesman for Glock Inc., USA, Milton C. Walsh. Walsh is an avid gun collector, with Lugers being his big passion. He had decided to put away an absolute new-in-the-box 1986 vintage G17 First Generation pebbled-finish-frame cutaway pistol. Only ninety were produced specifically for salesmen, so they could explain and demonstrate how a Glock functions to police chiefs and to show the three safeties built into Glock pistols. These pistols are a JQ serial number. Milton also had a consecutive pair of G17 First Generation pebbled-frame pistols that were absolutely new in the box, the first prefix of the Matrix produced in Austria AA601 and AA602 shipped out in October 1986 in the US. Milton was an outstanding salesman; he was a Massachusetts State police officer, retired, and a salesman for Smith & Wesson before he worked for Glock, USA. Today, Milton is a Brigadier General 07 U.S.ARNG Ret.


Greg talked to Milton about selling the G17 cutaway and the consecutive pair of G17s first of the Matrix produced in Austria. Now, of course, AA is the beginning of the Matrix. The first ones shipped to the US in January 1986 had the prefix AF, and almost all Glock serial number runs are of 1,000, i.e., 000–999. The AF prefix models were shipped out first, the AAs later. AAs are first of the Matrix, but not the first to reach the US. The Matrix ranges from AA to AZ, but not all prefixes were shipped to the US.


Milton sold me the Cutaway G17 and the consecutive pair of G17s new in the box and I cherish them. This is what kick-started my collection. Milton also sold me a Glock blanket, one of three known to exist that were used to cover a six-foot table at the SHOT Show from 1986 through 1989. The blanket is wool with a red frame and in black letters says “21ST CENTURY DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY GLOCK PERFECTION.” It’s about four feet long and three and one-half feet wide with a gray background made of wool in Austria. The blanket was put on a six-foot table with the famous First Generation G17 pebbled-finish frame pistol. In 1988, the G17L, G18 (for law enforcement and military only, not displayed), and G19 were added to the display at the SHOT show, so they could be examined by show attendees. In the beginning, a lot of SHOT Show attendees laughed and said a plastic pistol was not going to go anywhere. That was 1986 through 1988, when First Generations were being imported to the US. From 1988 through 1997, Second Generation pistols were being produced. In 1995 to the present, Third Generation pistols appeared, from 2010 to present Fourth Generation models have been available, and 2017 to present Fifth Generation models have been available. From the first G17, production snowballed into twenty-eight different models: G17, G17L, G18, G19, G20, G21, G22, G23, G24, G25, G26, G27, G28, G29, G30, G31, G32, G33, G34, G35, G36, G37, G38, G39, G40, G41, G42, and G43. In addition to these twenty-eight models are Cutaway models, C or Compensated models, Red and Blue training models, Olive Drab Green, FDE Flat Dark Earth, “light brown,” Gray and many Commemorative pistols. Commemorative models include: Desert Storm; Centennial; Georgia Olympic Games; Bell Helicopter 50 Year Ping; Ducks Unlimited; Alaska Statehood; NRA; GSSF; America’s Heroes; Glock, Inc. Anniversary USA “1986–2006” 20 years; Glock, Inc., Silver Anniversary USA “1986–2011” 25 years; Glock, Inc. Anniversary USA “1986–2016” 30 years; My Two Millionth Glock G17 pistol; Defense Set of four pistols and more. This does not include the numerous law-enforcement contract models engraved with agency names and logos as well as other specially marked models. Over 170 variations in thirty years; quite an accomplishment.


In 1996, I visited the K-5 Arms Gun shop in Stratford, Connecticut. Owner Frank Guerra located the G29, G30, G31, G32, G33, G34, G35, G17C, G19C, G20C, G21C, G22C, G23C, G31C, G32C, G20, G21 and commemorative consecutive serial number Centennial Georgia Olympic Games, and the NRA commemorative model. All first-run pistols. Next I went to the Newington Gun Exchange in Newington, Connecticut, and had the owner Larry, his son Lars, and Jeff the manager order me a consecutive pair of G36 pistols first run. Then I followed up on the G37, G38, G39, G40, G41 G42, G43, Consecutive America’s Heroes, G17, G21, G22, Olive Drab Green First Run G21, First pistol “000”, and G21 SF with Picatinny rail military contract, plus G20 SF, G29 SF, G30 SF, all first-run pistols. I also received three pistols first run from two members in the Glock Collectors Association in 1996, G17 and G27 first runs. I have sixteen pistols with the serial number “033,” which matches my GCA membership number. All are first-run models.


In 2007 I became president of the GCA. I needed a secretary and treasurer. Thomas Pietrini, whom I knew from his gun store, Southbury Trading Post, was nominated secretary and treasurer. Tom was an officer in other gun-collecting clubs and had experience administering clubs. Tom also located first-run pistols for my collection. We attended our first NRA show in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 2009 and displayed First Run Upon Introduction Civilian Models G17 through G37. The GCA received “Best Educational Award.” We also received several awards before 2009, including the “Certificate of Recognition Award,” which we have now received three times. My collection now consists of the G17 through G43 civilian models, Commemoratives, Transition models, Unusual Specially Marked and Engraved and other collectible models, Glock memorabilia, and lots more. Sixty-eight pistols in total and growing.


Who would have thought that an altercation in a parking lot would begin my journey into conceal carry, customizing, and collecting Glock pistols. Happy Glock Hunting.


I would sincerely like to thank Mr. Gaston Glock and those individuals at Glock, USA who have helped over the years, as well as former and current officers and contributors to the GCA: Raymond W. Reynolds, Shawn R. McCarver, Joseph Strnad, Thomas C. Pietrini, Timothy J. Mullin, and Leo Steck. I also would like to especially thank the NRA, including Wayne R. LaPierre Jr., T. Logan Metesh, and Philip Schreier. Finally, S. P. Fjestad of Bluebook Publications, Inc., and Robert A. Sadowski and Skyhorse Publishing.


—Stanley J. Ruselowski Jr., President of the Glock Collectors Association
Waterbury, Connecticut, 2017




Introduction


My first “gun story” was written back in the early 1990s, and as you’ve probably guessed, it was about Glock pistols. If I recall, the title of the piece was “Plastic Sure Shot,” and it described the rise and dominance of an obscure Austrian manufacturer that completely changed what militaries around the world and global law enforcement thought a sidearm should be. For those who said back then that the modern combat pistol is defiantly not a plastic- or polymer-framed striker fire pistol, I’m sure their “Ah-Ha!” moment was more than likely after they fired a Glock pistol for the first time. What they experienced was an odd-looking pistol that was accurate, reliable, easy to shoot, simple to field strip, and very safe. Some of us have delayed “Ah-Ha!” moments.


Mine was when a pal showed me this new plastic pistol. “See how easily it comes apart,” he said—and as fast as he said that statement, he handed me five parts. I re-assembled the pistol nearly as fast as he had taken it apart, without ever having handled a Glock. Now that’s different. In the back forty we proceeded to throw an assortment of 9mm ammo through that G19. The Glock never failed and though it is not a target pistol, a two-inch group at twenty-five yards does the trick. I was intrigued.


While writing that first story, I contacted Glock for images and background information and was told about the Glock Sport Shooting Foundation (GSSF). You can only compete with a Glock pistol, I was informed. Now, isn’t that brave? A gun brand conducting its own shooting competition where you can only shoot their product. What a great marketing idea. At the end of our conversation, I was asked if I wanted a sample pistol or if I wanted to purchase a Glock. I opted for the G17; at the time, Glock had just evolved into the Gen3 models. I also attended the nearest GSSF match, which was at the time held in Massachusetts. I ended up competing in matches all over New England, as far west as Fulton, New York; as far east as Long Island, New York; as far north as New Hampshire; and as far south as Maryland. I remember the range officer in Maryland trying to pronounce my name. “You’re not from around, here are you?” Nope. I shot the plates in six seconds that day. I won numerous prizes while competing in GSSF, more on luck than skill at first, and received a G35 and cash to buy a G36, not that I wanted it as a conceal carry but I wanted to compete in Major Sub. I was hooked on GSSF. Conceal carry with the G36 was more of an afterthought—a good afterthought, I must admit. I liked the atmosphere at GSSF matches. The range officers were all helpful, and the competitors—men, women, kids—came from all walks of life. At an early match, I distinctly remember watching the face of the Glock armorer cringe when my Glock jammed. “When is the last time you oiled that?” he asked. I shrugged. I had equated reliability with no maintenance. I had hopped on that band wagon of torture testing the Glock. How long could it go without cleaning it? “You have to oil it,” he said, and showed me the spots. Just a little oil, not a lot. I finished the match with no hiccups.


From that point on, I have cleaned my Glock religiously. I don’t know why I was lax. I had competed in small-bore pistol, trap, and other shooting competitions and always cleaned my gear after a match. Back then I was one of the naysayers who incorrectly thought a Glock was nothing more than a disposable plastic pistol. The GSSF taught me otherwise. The whole experience was friendly and helpful, totally unlike other shooting competitions I have attended. Yep, Glock was onto something. I miss competing, but life sometimes has a way of blazing new trails for us.


I met Stash—his first name is pronounced Stah-sh in Polish, short for Stanley, like Stan—Ruselowski back in 2013 working on a story for a now defunct publisher. Stash was a savant when it came to Glocks and I mean that in the nicest, most sincere way. He was an absolute encyclopedia of Glock knowledge. At the time I lived in Connecticut, and we met so I could photograph his collection of Glock pistols. I took photographs of Stash’s collection, which was literally suitcases full of new, in-the-box Glocks. He had a story for each model, each variation, every bit of Glock lore, nuances of Glock models, and the Glock Collectors Association. I heard it all and liked it. After the story was published, he suggested I should write a book about collecting Glocks. I thanked him for the idea and immediately forgot about it. But Stash was persistent. In 2016, I caved. You write the foreword and I’ll write the rest, I told him, and this is where we ended up.


—Robert A. Sadowski
Hampstead, North Carolina, 2017




CHAPTER 1


The Rise of Glock—We’re Not in Kansas Anymore


In the not too distant past, law enforcement’s weapon of choice was the .38 Special revolver. Revolvers ruled the roost, as they were reliable, dependable, and chambered in a caliber that was easy for officers to control. Many departments adopted the more powerful .357 Magnum to gain an edge against the bad guys. The US Military had a different philosophy, however. Uncle Sam’s team had been using semi-automatic pistols since Howard Taft was President. The .45 ACP is a powerful cartridge and the 1911A1 pistol—as spec’d by Uncle Sam—is heavy and hard to master but it gets the job done. So what does Kansas have to do with this? Around the 1980s, momentum was building within law-enforcement circles to change sidearms to semi-automatic pistols, the reason being that law enforcement was being outgunned. Bad guys were arming themselves with semi-automatic pistols and the cops were behind the curve with their revolvers. Then there was Kansas. Colby, Kansas, to be exact.


In 1986 there were twelve full-time officers on the force and they needed to update their sidearms. Beretta had sold its Model 92F to the Connecticut State Police in 1983, SIG and Heckler & Koch had success with military sales especially with Special Forces teams, and the Illinois State Police converted to the Smith & Wesson Model 39 way back in 1967. Budgets, as tight as they were and are, did not lead the Colby department to one of the more well-known manufacturers of pistols but to a relatively unknown and new manufacturer. That manufacturer was Glock.


The Glock G17 was the first model produced to satisfy the Austrian Army’s search for a pistol to replace the aging WWII-era Walther P.38 that was then in service. This was in 1979. Gaston Glock was not a firearms manufacturer, but he knew his way around the Austrian government procurement process. Glock fulfilled government contracts for knives, ammunition belts, and other sundries. When he heard that the Austrian military was looking for a new pistol, he saw an opportunity. To make a long story short, he assembled a group of firearms experts to come up with a wish list of characteristics and features for a combat handgun. Within three months Glock had a working prototype that leveraged his knowledge of polymers and manufacturing. What culminated was the G17, a 9mm semi-automatic pistol with a magazine capacity of seventeen rounds. It featured a polymer receiver or frame, and a striker-fire operating system with three safety features. When I first looked at and shot the pistol, the word “simple” came to mind. The gun uses thirty-four parts compared to a SIG, which uses fifty-three, or a Beretta, which has seventy components. I saw and experienced this firsthand when my pal told me how simple it was to disassemble a G17 and he did just that in less time than it took to explain.


The Glock G17 passed the Austrian trials in 1982 and was quickly adopted by the Austrian military designated the P80. Norwegian and Swedish armed forces soon followed, as the P80 and Pistol 88, resepectively. The G17 passed numerous endurance tests. It was abused hellishly—dropped from buildings, run over by trucks, dunked in water, frozen in ice, thrown in mud—and it prevailed in all tests. That’s not to say the new G17 was perfect, as Glock advertised the pistol. The word “perfection” is incorporated in the company’s logo. Some First Generation pistols needed the frame rails tweaked to avoid accidental discharge, but that was fixed quickly. The locking block needed an additional pin to keep the pistol from coming apart when using high-pressure cartridges. That’s the difference between a two-pin and three-pin gun and we’ll get into that. Suffice it to say that Glock’s reputation as a manufacturer of safe and reliable pistols ballooned. As word spread about the gun, non-gun-enthusiast outlets started reporting that the plastic gun that could evade airport x-ray machines. It was branded as a terrorist’s gun. It didn’t help that Muammar Gaddafi was an early adopter of the pistol. The fact is that Glock pistols use steel and alloys in their construction. The slide, barrel, springs, and some other parts are easily identified under x-ray examination. About 84 percent of a Glock pistol is metal. There was an acceptance curve that the Glock had to overcome with those who used pistols in the normal course of their job and with gun enthusiasts who blasted soda cans in the local sand pit.


Compared to other pistols of the time, the G17 was fugly. Blocky and devoid of ornamentation, it was and still is an unattractive pistol. But the aesthetics of the pistol are what lends itself to the Glock’s user friendliness. The sharp edges of the pistol are smooth, so it is comfortable in hand and easy to holster. The G17 was odd compared to the handguns most officers and civilians were accustomed. The G17’s polymer frame was referred to back in the day as plastic, as if implying the pistol was disposable, cheaply manufactured, and would wear out in no time. Glock was not the first to manufacture a polymer-framed pistol, however. The Heckler & Koch VP70 was the first successful polymer-framed pistol. It debuted in 1970 and was way ahead of the curve—too far ahead, and it was not that popular.




[image: image]


The Heckler & Koch VP70 predates the Glock G17 by twelve years. Introduced in 1970, the VP70 was the first successful polymer frame pistol. Chambered in 9mm, the VP70 featured a striker-fire trigger and eighteen-round magazine. Image courtesy of Rock Island Auction Company.





Glock pistols do not have a manual safety or decocking lever, which also led the firearm public and industry to think it was unsafe. How could it be safe if it had no safety? On the plus side, it was lightweight. The G17 weighs about twenty-two ounces, compared to a 1911A1 that weighs thirty-four ounces or a S&W Model 59 that weighs thirty ounces. These are weights for unloaded pistols. Look at magazine capacity and the 1911A1 has a 7+1 round capacity, while the S&W Model 59 introduced in 1971—over a decade before the G17—had a 14+1 round capacity. The G17 has a 17+1 round capacity. Lightweight, higher round capacity, and $300? That’s easy math. The G17 was inexpensive but it did not perform like an inexpensive gun.


Back in Kansas, the Colby PD could run the risk of a plastic gun. At $300 it was more cost-effective to run the guns until they wore out and then buy new ones. Little did the force in Colby know, but by adopting the Glock G17 pistols, they helped make Glock a household name, with the most influential handgun design of the late twentieth century. It’s a brand that nearly every person on planet is aware of, just like Coca-Cola, Ford, and Apple. Plus, these plastic guns do not wear out. Yes, they do have a life cycle, like any mechanical device, but they don’t wear any faster than traditional pistols. Gun publications of the time ran endurance tests trying to prove the cheapness of a plastic gun. No doubt those pistols, with thousands of rounds through them, are still functioning today.


There is more to the Glock story. Rappers have sung about the Glock. It has appeared on television and in movies. All helped make Glock a household brand. My experience with the brand is like the experience of millions of other shooters. Glock strives for perfection and is a true innovator.
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Image courtesy of GLOCK, Inc.







Glock Timeline


1963—Glock KG is founded by Gaston Glock to manufacture plastic and metal products.


1970—Glock KG begins manufacturing small items for the Austrian military, including an entrenching tool, field knife, machine gun belts, and practice grenades.


1973—The Austrian Army begins search for a new sidearm to replace the Walther P.38.


1980—Glock KG learns of the Austrian military’s search for a new sidearm and is invited to participate in the field trials. Glock also changes the structure of the company from Glock KG to Glock GmbH.


1981—Glock, with no experience in firearms manufacturing, creates a think tank of preeminent firearms engineers to conceive and develop a new sidearm. Within weeks of this team being assembled, a working prototype is developed.


1982—Glock submits a pistol, the G17, for the Austrian military sidearm replacement trials. After thorough testing, the Glock pistol comes in first and Glock is awarded a contract for four thousand pistols by the Austrian military.


1983—Glock delivers first order of G17 pistols, designated the P80, to Austrian military and submits sample G17 pistols to US Department of Defense for review.


1984—The G17 is adopted by the Norwegian and Swedish armed forces and becomes a NATO standard sidearm with stock number 1005-25-133-6775.


1985—G17 submitted to BATF for review. Glock USA is formed.


1986—The First Generation G17 “Pebbled Finish” allowed to be imported into the US. Glock forms Glock Inc. and chooses Smyrna, Georgia, for US location. First pistols arrive in US. The G17 becomes popular with both US law enforcement and civilian markets.


1987—Select-fire First Generation G18 “Pebbled Finish” is introduced and claims to be smallest machine pistol in the world. Glock Austria opens a second manufacturing facility.


1988—Compact First Generation G19 “Pebbled Finish” and competition-ready First Generation G17L “Pebbled Finish” models are introduced. A second subsidiary is formed in Hong Kong to coordinate marketing and sales in Asia.
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Image courtesy of Swamp Yankee Media/Small Orchards Productions.





1988—Second Generation frames introduced. Demand for Glock pistols dramatically increases, with more than forty-five countries arming special forces, police, and military forces with Glock pistols. More than 350,000 are sold since introduced in 1982. In the US some two thousand police departments adopt Glock pistols, with some 150,000 Glock pistols fielded.


1990—G20, G21, G22, and G23 pistols are introduced; .40 S&W Auto models are fast tracked through production. A third subsidiary is formed in South America to manage South American, Central American, and Caribbean markets. New York State Police replace their .357 Magnum revolvers for G17 pistols. Production begins on the 10mm Auto and .45 ACP models G20 and G21, respectively.
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Image courtesy of GLOCK, Inc.





1991—Engineering changes include a captured recoil spring. GSSF (Glock Sport Shooting Foundation) established.


1994—The G24 and G24C in .40 S&W introduced.
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Courtesy Stanley Ruselowski, Jr. collection. Image by Swamp Yankee Media/Small Orchards Productions.
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Image courtesy of GLOCK, Inc.





1995—The G25 in .380 Auto is introduced but not imported in US. Subcompact models, G26 in 9mm and G27 in .40 S&W, are introduced.


1996—The G28 in .380 Auto is produced for all markets except the US. The training pistol, model G17T, used with marking cartridges, is introduced. Production starts on G29 in 10mm Auto and G30 in .45 ACP. Third Generation frames introduced with finger grooves and accessory rail.
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1998—Glock introduces full-size G31 and G31C, compact G32 and G32C, and subcompact G33 pistols in .357 SIG. Also introduced are competition models, G34 in 9mm and G35 in .40 S&W, designed to meet IPSC (International Practical Shooting Confederation) rules.


1999—Glock unveils the two millionth pistol at the SHOT Show in Atlanta, Georgia. The Slimline model G36 in .45 ACP is introduced along with the G17T AC training model.
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Image courtesy of Swamp Yankee Media/Small Orchards Productions.





2000—Glock’s new headquarters in Austria opens.


2002—The three-pin G17 model goes into production.


2003—Glock introduces a new caliber .45 GAP (Glock Automatic Pistol) in the G37 model. The three-pin G19 debuts. “US” suffix dropped from serial numbers. Glock also adds the Internal Locking System (ILS) to some models, which incorporates an integrated key lock in response to state law requirements.


2004—Glock releases G38 and G39 pistols in .45 GAP. R. Lee Ermey, commonly known as “The Gunny,” becomes the spokesperson for Glock, Inc. USA.
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Image courtesy of Stanley Ruselowski Jr. collection.





2005—Glock begins producing polymer frames and assembling pistols in Smyrna, Georgia.
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Courtesy of Stanley Ruselowski Jr. collection. Image by Swamp Yankee Media/Small Orchards Productions.





2006—Glock celebrates twenty-year anniversary.


2007—Glock reaches new milestone: five million pistols sold worldwide. The SF (Short Frame) variant of full-size models, G20, G21, G29, and G30, is released.


2009—Production begins on Fourth Generation pistols with RTF (Rough Texture Frames).
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2010—Glock releases Gen4 models in G17, G19, G22, G23, G26, G27, G31, G35, and G37.


2011—Glock twenty-fifth anniversary.


2014—Glock competition G41 in .45 ACP and Slimline subcompact G42 .380 Auto are released.


2015—The longslide G40 M.O.S. (Modular Optic System) debuts, as well as M.O.S. variants for G17, G19, G34, G35, and G41 models. The Slimline G43 in 9mm is released.
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2016—To celebrate thirty-year anniversary, Glock unveils a series of commemorative models. The FBI adopts G17 and G19 M series pistols, which evolve into Gen5 pistols.
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2017—Fifth Generation commercial G17 and G19 models, are introduced; variants of the M series pistol adopted by the FBI in 2016. Glock submits multiple models for U.S. Army’s XM17 Modular Handgun System (MHS) competition; the SIG P320 wins the contract.


2018—Introduction of the G19X, the first “Crossover” model that combines features of two of Glock’s most popular and most field-tested platforms. Generation 5 models expand to include the G26 Gen5 and MOS variants for the G17, G19 and G34. The “Ultimate Service Pistol,” the G45, is released.
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2019—The .22 rimfire G44 is announced. Two new Glock Slimline models are introduced, the G43X and G48. Glock is awarded contract to supply U.S. Customs and Border Protection with new G47 model guns. The G45 MOS debuts. Chuck Norris becomes the new spokesperson for Glock, Inc. USA.
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2020—Glock expands Gen5 lineup with the G22, G23 and G27 guns in .40 Smith & Wesson caliber. Glock introduces Optic Ready Slimline models G43X MOS and G48 MOS. A limited production Glock P80 is release in partnership with Lipsey’s.
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CHAPTER 2


Combat Pistols Evolve—Wonder Nines


The G17 was introduced in 1986. It entered late onto the scene but quickly took the lead role. The era of “Wonder Nines” started in the mid-1970s and continued through the 1980s. In essence, Wonder Nines are 9mm semi-automatic handguns with a staggered column magazine with capacities that range from thirteen to fifteen rounds or more, and a double action/single action (DA/SA) trigger. The typical law-enforcement officer back then carried a six-shot revolver chambered in either .38 Special or .357 Magnum. Wonder Nines offered over twice the firepower the typical officer carried, and the 9mm caliber was easy to control and accurate. Revolvers seemed as dated as a rotary dial telephone. Wonder Nines were like the latest smart phones—new, full of features, and offering a world of simplicity.


These pistols were not really that new and not that much different from semi-automatic pistols used during WWII. In 1935, the last pistol design worked by John Browning was the Browning Hi Power. Browning died years before the pistol design was complete. Engineer Dieudonné Saive at Fabrique Nationale (FN) of Herstal, Belgium finished the design in 1934. The pistol was first adopted by the Belgium military service in 1935 and designated as the P-35. What the Hi Power offered was a proven short recoil operating system—similar to the 1911 pistol—with a magazine disconnect that renders the pistol incapable of firing with the magazine removed. Most important to the Wonder Nine connection was its thirteen-round magazine. The Hi Power went on to become one of the most widely used military pistols, with some fifty countries adopting it. No other pistol at the time carried such a high 9mm cartridge capacity.


The other player in the future development of the Wonder Nines was the Walther P.38. The P.38 was designed for the German Army as a replacement for the P.08 Luger. Designed in 1938, with production starting in 1939, the P.38 was a marvel of manufacturing efficiency. Stamped steel and molded Bakelite grips meant the P.38 could be built faster and cost less to produce than pistols like the P.08 Luger, which was intricately manufactured from machined parts that were all hand-fitted. Not only did the manufacturing process make the pistol stand out, but the features of the P.38 were cutting edge at the time. The P.38 was the first-locked breech 9mm pistol to incorporate a DA/SA trigger. Features included a decocking lever to safely lower the hammer forward from full cock, a loaded chamber indicator that was tactile and visible, large sights for quick target acquisition, and simple field stripping. The P.38 proved an effective combat pistol during World War II. If major militaries were not armed with the Hi Power after World War II, then it was a variant of the P.38. Variants of the P.38, namely the P1, were used by the German Military through 2004. In fact both the Hi Power and P.38 are still in limited use to this day.


After World War II, Smith & Wesson developed the Model 39 for the US Army service pistol trials of 1954. It was similar to the P.38, a single-stack 9mm with a DA/SA trigger. Though the Army walked away from the Model 39, Smith & Wesson brought the model to the commercial market. In 1967 the Illinois State Police adopted it, and it eventually saw use with US Navy SEALs. There was something to these 9mm semi-automatics that professionals and operators liked.
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This is a post-World War II Walther P.38, which the Glock G17 replaced in the Austrian Army in 1982. Image courtesy of Rock Island Auctions.





A pivotal moment for Wonder Nines came in the early 1970s when in the US Smith & Wesson released the Model 59 in 1971. It was virtually a Model 39 but with a double-stack fourteen-round magazine. Five years later another Wonder Nine milestone: Beretta released the Model 92 in Europe. The Model 92 incorporated some design features from the Walther P.38, like the open slide design, alloy frame, locking block barrel, plus a DA/SA trigger. What was new was the double-stack magazine. The Model 92 quickly evolved to the 92S and eventually to the 92FS. As we all know, the US military adopted and renamed the Beretta the M9 in 1985.


By then the flood gates were open and pistol manufacturers around the world were producing a metal frame pistol with a double-stack magazine chambered in 9mm. Incorrectly, the media began referring to these pistols as “high capacity” or “using a high-capacity magazine.” The fact is that the pistols were designed from the onset with these magazine capacities, and were not retrofitted for them. Compared to the single-stack magazine pistols, these Wonder Nines did have a higher capacity magazine.


There was the Astra A-90, Star Model 28, and Llama Omni from Spain. In Germany the SIG P226 competed against the Heckler & Koch P7M13 and Walther P88. In Eastern Europe, the Czech Republic had the CZ-75. In the US, Smith & Wesson was the dominant Wonder Nine player, evolving their Model 39 and Model 59 pistols. Ruger even got into the game in 1985 with the P85, and it was similar to all the others just mentioned. Gun manufacturers were in the “me-too” game of product development. All featured a double-action/single-action trigger mechanism, metal receivers and, depending on the manufacturer, a variety of levers and controls that made the pistol safe to carry. What they had in common was double-stack magazines offering a higher magazine capacity compared to traditional 9mm pistols. They were all pretty much the same except for the odd duck: the Glock G17.


Glock changed the rules and offered a lightweight, polymer-frame pistol with relentless reliability, ease of use, and three built-in safeties. What makes the Glock so unique is that Gaston Glock had no idea how to manufacture nor design a firearm. He assembled a think tank of firearm engineers and they brainstormed what they thought would be the perfect combat pistol. The Glock design aesthetics reflects the pragmatic approach to the design. Nothing fancy or flashy, just a better gun, a working tool.
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“Others are going to have to hustle to stay even and run like hell to get ahead. The G20 is a breakthrough.”—Guns & Ammo, January 1990. Image courtesy of Stanley Ruselowski Jr. collection.





The G17 was manufactured with a polymer or plastic receiver that did not endear the G17 to old-school pistol experts. Not that Glock pioneered a polymer frame. Heckler & Koch had been producing a polymer-frame pistol with moderate success since 1970 with the VP70. It used a striker fire trigger and an eighteen-round magazine. It ceased production in 1989. The H&K P9 is a sort of hybrid pistol with a stamped steel receiver mated to a polymer grip and trigger guard. The P9 also had a DA/SA trigger but only a seven-round capacity magazine. When the media heard that the Glock pistol was made out of plastic, it was assumed the pistol could slip by airport x-ray machines and metal detectors. Obviously the media did not know how guns are manufactured because the slide, barrel, all of the springs, firing pin, slide rails, pins, and many parts are made of metal.


The Glock G17 uses a locked breech, recoil-operated system with a tilting barrel. The tilting barrel system is similar to the Colt 1911 and Browning Hi Power, while the slide breech lockup is a lot like a SIG pistol. The receiver or frame is made of a proprietary polymer and forms the grip of the pistol. The double-stack magazine is also made of polymer, with a steel liner. Both the magazine and receiver contribute to the G17’s light weight. An unloaded G17 weighs 25.06 ounces, 32.12 ounces loaded with 17+1 rounds of 9mm ammunition. Compare that to a Government size 1911 that weighs on average about 37.5 ounces unloaded. There was no other pistol at the time that offered the firepower of 17+1 rounds in such a lightweight package.


While the polymer receiver is the most obvious significant enhancement over the Wonder Nines, it was the internal safeties and trigger that set the G17 apart. Glock touted the system as the Safe Action System. Three automatic and independently operating mechanical safeties are built into the fire control system of the pistol. All three safeties disengage sequentially as the trigger is pulled and automatically reengage when the trigger is released. It is also safe from accidental discharge if dropped. Glock pistols use a striker fire system. There is no hammer as with a traditional pistol; instead there is a spring-loaded striker in the slide. As the trigger is pulled to the rear, the striker is cocked and releases the firing pin block. As the trigger is pressed further, the striker is released to fire the pistol. The trigger pull of a Glock was initially very odd to users more familiar with DA/SA or single action only (SAO) style triggers. All marketing hype aside, in actuality there is no crispness to Glock triggers, just consistency. Since the safeties were built into the design, there is no need for external thumb safeties like on older S&W Model 39s, 1911s, and Beretta 92s, or decocker levers like on SIG pistols. The uninformed traditionalist naively deemed the Glock unsafe due to no manual safety devices. These pundits were still thinking inside the box, when Glock completely ignored the box.




[image: image]


This is the original First Generation G17 with pebbled grip that changed the way we thought combat pistols should be manufactured and operate. Image courtesy of GLOCK, Inc.





American Rifleman magazine ran the G17 on the cover of the May 1986 issue with the headline: NEW ANTI-GUN MYTH: A PLASTIC PISTOL. When the G20 was introduced, the Guns & Ammo January 1990 cover showed the G20 busting through the cover with the headline: BREAKTHROUGH! GLOCK’S SUPER 10MM , 15 SHOTS, PLUS . . . The story was all about change and breaking through the barriers. In 1991 Popular Mechanics magazine heralded the Glock on its September cover with the headline: MORE CRIME-FIGHTING FIREPOWER FOR POLICE: NEW HIGH-TECH AUTOMATIC IS MADE OF PLASTIC, PACKS TWICE THE PUNCH OF A .38. From Soldier of Fortune to Handgunner magazine, the Glock was enthusiastically reported on and given glowing reviews.


Glock’s own marketing material may have said it best: “The GLOCK pistol is a product of modern technology. It incorporates many innovative design features which results in ease of operation, extreme reliability, simple function, reduced maintenance, durability and light weight.”


Glock also hit detractors straight between the eyes by putting their pistol through a litany of torture tests. Glocks were frozen in ice, dunked in mud, left in a salt water bath, buried in sand, dropped from roofs, run over by trucks, doused in jet fuel. You name the test, Glock performed it and survived. Glocks were also independently tested by those who wanted the pistol to fail. They were convinced they could break the pistol. Sure it will fail when splashed with gasoline and then introduced to a lit match, but Glocks typically came out of these torture routines looking worse for wear, but still operating.
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G17 Torture Test




	Durability Test: Continuous firing of fifteen thousand rounds under various conditions and with special ammunition.


	Sand Test: Exposed to sand blast chamber and has to fire continuously.


	Mud Test: Submerged in mud, full function to be maintained.


	Rain Test: Exposed to fine spray water, then frozen; function to be fully maintained.


	Ice Test: Frozen under -40°C for twelve hours, function to be fully maintained.


	Heat Test: Exposed to 60°C, function to be fully maintained.


	Ammunition Test: Testing of all kind of available 9mm Parabellum special ammunition.


	Drop Test: Cocked weapon is dropped on a steel plate from a height of two meters. Full safety to be proved.








To further create awareness of a Glock’s dependability, G17 pistols were field stripped and reassembled with parts mixed up from other G17 pistols. The pistols were also subjected to marathon firing test to see how well they would hold up to extended use. Some fired over ten thousand rounds in under four hours. In some cases parts broke—a rare occurrence—and were replaced only to continue the test. There is no doubt Glock pistols can take a beating and still perform. What else did Glock need to stand out from other Wonder Nines? Law enforcement.
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These are G17 Gen1 pistols in original “Tupperware” box. Notice the differences in the European box (left) and US (right); the European box features the “egg crate” cartridge holder. Glock was required to remove the cartridge holder inside the box to meet BATF import regulations. Courtesy of Stanley Ruselowski Jr. collection. Image by Swamp Yankee Media/Small Orchards Productions.





In 1986 the Miami PD became the first large department to purchase Glock pistols. It was not long after that federal and state law enforcement agencies were lining up to order their Glock pistols. To date, Glock has about 65 percent market share of LE, making the Glock the most used pistol among law enforcement. What Glock was also good at was quickly changing their design to meet the needs of law enforcement. As the 9mm fell out of favor with LE and the .40 S&W took over, Glock redesigned its pistol for the new caliber. The outward appearance of a 9mm Glock compared to a .40 S&W Glock, or any other Glock for that matter, is not radical. Part of the uniqueness of the Glock is the sameness of models, which allows a user trained on a 9mm Glock to easily adapt to a Glock in another caliber. All Glocks operate the same way. It might seem unfair to say if you shot one Glock you shot them all, but that is the reality of the design. I think that is a good thing.


I have spoken with police chiefs from Mississippi to Michigan and they all have praise for the weapon. In the past these agencies may have differed on the caliber but many agencies are reverting back to the 9mm as ammunition technology has made the round more effective, and they are issuing Glock G17s.


Although the revolver had been the weapon of choice in law enforcement for well over 100 years in the early 1990s, LE was seeing more violent felons and heavily armed terrorists. Most agencies adopting the G17 or other Glock models felt the pistols would bring officers armament up to date as well as help save their lives.


From an LE and military perspective there is a lot of acceptance of the Glock. Spin a globe and stop it with your finger and more than likely the military force where our finger is resting uses a Glock. From Argentina and Australia to Venezuela to Yemen, armed forces and elite military groups rely on Glock pistols.


Since Glock knew that ease of manufacturing was key to bringing a pistol to market, it easily displaced well-known pistol manufacturers by using mass production techniques, competitive pricing, plus ease in training and usability. In fact, many firearm trainer pals of mine have new shooters begin training on Glock pistols because they are so easy to learn and have minimal ramp-up time.


Some LE officers work in urban environments that rank in the top ten of the most dangerous cities per capita. Officers need to have confidence their gun will go bang when expected, and that they can hit their target. Glock provides that confidence.


It could be debated that the Glock pistol was the biggest innovation in firearms design since the 1911. The pistols are simple to operate, they rarely have any problems, and they will run forever—even if you abuse them. Glock significantly changed the paradigm. Glock is the new normal.




Issued Worldwide


Glock pistols have been adopted by numerous military forces, elite forces, specialized LE groups, and LE agencies around the globe.
















	Argentina:


	Argentine Army (G17)







	Australia:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G22, G23, G27)







	Austria:


	Austrian Armed Forces (G17),







	


	Austrian Federal Police (G17, G19)







	Azerbaijan:


	Azerbaijani Special Military Services (G19)







	Bangladesh:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G22, G23)







	


	Bangladesh Army (G17, G22, G23)







	Belarus:


	“Almaz” anti-terrorist group (G17)







	Belgium:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G26)







	Brazil:


	Numerous Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G26, G22)







	Canada:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	Colombia:


	Gaula EJC Army anti-extortion and anti-







	


	kidnapping group (G17)







	


	National Police Force (G17)







	Denmark:


	Slædepatruljen Sirius special forces (G20, G26)







	Czech Republic:


	601st Special Forces Group (G17)







	Ecuador:


	Numerous Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	Fiji:


	Tactical Response Unit (G17)







	Finland:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	France:


	French Army Special Forces Brigade







	


	Numerous Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G26, G34)







	Georgia:


	MIA Special Forces (G17, G21)







	Germany:


	German commandos of the Bundeswehr (G17)







	Greece:


	EKAM (G21)







	Greenland:


	Siriuspatruljen (G20)







	Hong Kong:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19)







	Iceland:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	India:


	Maharashtra Force One (G17, G19)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G26)







	Iraq:


	Iraqi security forces (G19)







	Israel:


	Israeli Defense Forces, YAMAM, Shin Bet (G17, G19)







	Jordan:


	Royal Guard (G17)







	Kosovo:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	Latvia:


	Latvian Military (G17)







	Lithuania:


	Lithuanian Armed Forces (G17)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G26)







	Luxembourg:


	Luxembourg Army (G17)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G26)







	Malaysia:


	Malaysian Armed Forces (G17, G19, G34)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G18, G19, G26, G34)







	Mexico:


	Mexican Navy (G17)







	Monaco:


	Compagnie des Carabiniers du Prince (G17)







	Montenegro:


	Military of Montenegro (G17)







	Netherlands:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	


	Military and Special Forces of the Netherlands (G17, G18, G26)







	New Zealand:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	


	New Zealand Defence Force (G17)







	Norway:


	Norwegian Armed Forces (G17)







	Pakistan:


	Pakistan Army (G17, G26)







	Philippines:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	Poland:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	


	Military Gendarmerie (G17)







	Portugal:


	Portuguese Marine Corps (G17)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	


	Prime Counter Terrorism unit (G19X)







	Romania:


	Romanian Armed Forces (G17, G17L)







	Russia:


	Ministry of Internal Affairs (G17, G19)







	


	Federal Security Service (G17)







	Saudi Arabia:


	Saudi Arabian Army (G17)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	Serbia:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G19, G21, G35)







	Singapore:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	Spain:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17)







	Sweden:


	Swedish Armed Forces (G17, G19)







	Switzerland:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	


	Swiss Armed Forces (G17, G26)







	Taiwan:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	Thailand:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	Turkey:


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G19)







	United Kingdom:


	British Armed Forces (G17)







	


	Law Enforcement Agencies (G17, G26)







	Uruguay:


	Uruguayan National Army (G17)







	Venezuela:


	Venezuelan Armed Forces (G17)







	Yemen:


	Military of Yemen (G19)















Adoption of Glock Pistols in United States by Law Enforcement Agencies and Military Forces


Alaska, Anchorage Police Department (G21)


Alaska State Troopers (G20, G22)


Arizona, Chandler Police Dept. (G17)


Arizona, Pinal County Sheriff’s Office (G17, G19, G43 MOS, G48 MOS)


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (G17M, G19, G19M, G22, G23, G27)


California, Fresno Police Dept. (G45)


California, Santa Cruz Police Dept. (G45 MOS)


District of Columbia Protective Services Police Department (G17, G19, G26)


Drug Enforcement Administration (G17M, G19, G19M, G22, G23, G27)


EPA Criminal Investigation Division (G19, G26)


Federal Bureau of Prisons (G19, G17)


Federal Bureau of Investigation (G17M, G19, G19M, G22, G23, G27)


Florida, Clearwater Police Dept. (G45)


Florida, Collier County Sheriff’s Office (G17, G17L, G19, G34, G41)


Florida Highway Patrol (G37)


Florida, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (G17, G43)


Florida, Leon County Sheriffs Office, Florida (G21 SF)


Georgia, Atlanta Police Department (G22)


Georgia, Cherokee Sheriff’s Office (G17, G22, G34, G35)


Georgia, Colquitt County Sheriff’s Office (G43X, G45)


Homeland Security Investigations (G17, G19, G26)


Internal Revenue Service–Criminal Investigation (G22, G23)


Kansas Highway Patrol (G17)


Kentucky State Police SRT (G27, G35)


Los Angeles Police Department (G17, G22)


Maryland, Anne Arundel County Police Dept. (G17, G19)


Maryland, Baltimore City Police Department (G22)


Massachusetts, Quincy Police Dept. (G41 MOS, G43X, G45 MOS)


Mississippi, Pascagoula Police Dept. (G17, G19)


Missouri Park Rangers (G17)


New Hampshire, Grafton County Sheriff’s Office (G17, G45)


New Jersey, Neptune City Police (G17, G19)


New Jersey State Police (G19)


New Mexico, Rio Rancho Police Department (G21)


New York City Police Department (G19, G26)


New York State Police (G37, G39)


North Carolina, Pender County Sheriff’s Office (G22)


Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections (G19)


Oklahoma, Tulsa Police Dept. (G17)


Pennsylvania Board of Probation & Parole (G21, G30)


Pennsylvania Game Commission (G31)


Puerto Rico Ports Authority (G17)


South Carolina, Greenville County Sheriff’s Office (G21)


South Carolina Highway Patrol (G37)


South Carolina, Ridgeland Police Dept. (G42, G45)


Tennessee, Shelby County Sheriff’s Office (G22, G23)


Texas, Houston Police Department (G21, G22, G23, G30)


USSOCOM (G19, G19M, G26)


U.S. Coast Guard (G19, G26, G47)


U.S. Customs and Border Protection (G19, G26, G47)


U.S. Marine Forces Special Operations Command (G19, G19M, G26)


U.S. Marshals Service (G17, G19, G22, G23)


U.S. Navy SEALs (G19, G19M, G26)


U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services System (G22, G23)


Utah Highway Patrol (G17, G22)


Virginia Beach Police Department (G17)


Virginia, Prince William County Sheriff’s Office (G21)


Washington, Spokane County Sheriff’s Office (G45 MOS)


West Virginia State Police (G17)
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CHAPTER 3


From Influential Design to Pop Culture Icon—I’d Like to Thank the Academy


From movies and TV shows to rap songs and video games, Glock pistols have played a starring role. That was part of the marketing plan and it worked—proof being that many non-shooters and those unfamiliar with firearms know the Glock pistol by name. As quickly as military forces and law-enforcement agencies embraced the Glock pistol, so did pop culture.


Perhaps some of the fascination with Glock pistols with rappers was it was an easy word to rhyme with. I also believe that the blocky, black—fugly—Glock had a look like no other pistol. In your face, ugly. It has a less refined look compared to other pistols. Those manufacturers of other pistols thought they knew how a pistol should look and operated. Not knowing anything about firearm design was an asset for Glock. The designers had a blank canvas to create a pistol that was essentially a tool designed to protect against those who would do us grave bodily harm.




[image: image]


In 1994 the Glock G17 began appearing in The X-Files as well as other popular TV shows of the time. Image courtesy of Fox TV.





If you think writing a song about a pistol originated with Glock, slow down amigo. The Jalisco style of music in Mexico has a song titled: “Traigo mi cuarenta y cinco, con su curate cargadores,” which roughly translates into English as “I carry my .45 with four magazines.” Since this song was written many moons ago, there is no doubt the lyrics refer to a 1911. We all know you don’t need that many spare magazines with a G21.
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