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  History




  Established as a park on May 11, 1910


    Established as Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park in 1932




  Going-to-the-Sun Road completed in 1932




  Established as an International Biosphere Reserve in 1976




  Waterton Lakes National Park established in 1895




  Established as Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park World Heritage Site in 1995





  Water




  Number of lakes: 653




  Largest lake: Lake McDonald (10 miles long; 6,680 acres wide; 472 feet deep; 6,823 acres)




  Number of streams: 563





  Peaks and Glaciers




  Number of mountains: 175




  Highest mountain: Mount Cleveland (10,446 feet)




  Number of glaciers: 26 named




  Largest glacier: Blackfoot Glacier (0.7 square mile)





  Campgrounds




  Class A campgrounds: 8, with 920 sites




  Class B campgrounds: 5, with 89 sites




  Backcountry campgrounds: 65, with 220 sites





  Trails and Paths




  Number of trails: 151 (total length: 743.3 miles)




  Miles of Continental Divide Trail in Glacier: 106




  Miles of wheelchair-accessible walkways and corduroy: less than 4 miles





  Plants and Animals




  Number of fish species: 22 (10 sport and 12 nonsport)




  Number of species of mammals: 57




  Number of species of birds: 210 documented




  Number of species of plants: 1,200 documented





  Visitation




  1911: 4,000




  1960: 724,538




  2004: 2,033,933
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 Early in the fall snow often adds drama to the high peaks of St. Mary Valley.




  
Welcome: Introduction to Glacier National Park







   Give a month at least to this precious reserve. The time will not be taken from the sum of your life.




  Instead of shortening, it will indefinitely lengthen it and will make you truly immortal.




  —JOHN MUIR, FOUNDER OF THE SIERRA CLUB







  One of the crown jewels of America’s national park system, Glacier can be described with many superlatives: Inspiring. Breathtaking. Vast. Some 230 years ago, when the mountain range containing Glacier National Park was first seen by Europeans, adventurers were prompted to call this the “Land of Shining Mountains.” Yet another applicable catch phrase could be the “Land of Glorious Adversity,” for contemporary scientists tell us that the park was born of fire, quenched by torrential rains, inundated by vast seas, forced upward by internal pressures, and then gouged by great continental ice sheets that came and went on at least four occasions. From this heritage, mountains were molded that reach up to touch the sky and cradle hundreds of lakes.




  Glacier National Park can be approached from all four points of the compass, but of the four the eastern approach is particularly inspiring. From this direction, as one travels U.S. Highway 2 through the flatlands of North Dakota and Montana, there is little hint of the vast mountainous range that looms ahead. Not until you are about 50 miles away and suddenly ascend from the depth of a deep coulee is there any real assurance that what appeared from the distance to be high glimmering clouds is in fact a lofty mountain range shrouded in snow and ice.




  Designated as a national park in 1910, Glacier was set aside because of its scenic splendor and because of its wildlife, which includes some 60 species of animals, more than 270 birds, and an estimated 1,300 plants. To walk through this 1.1-million-acre park would take weeks. For the quickest overview, however, drive Going-to-the-Sun Road.




  Explore




  The famous Going-to-the-Sun Road is a 50-mile-long route that provides numerous places for motorists to
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 Going-to-the-Sun Road was built in the 1930s.




  pull over and get an introduction to the park’s various features. For those inspired to take foot, more than 700 miles of trail await, from low-forested hills up to boulder-strewn passes. Whether you decide to explore by car or by foot, you will quickly discover that Glacier National Park is a land of incredible natural diversity. In Glacier it is possible to see inhabitants of grassland, deciduous forest, coniferous forest, alpine tundra, and even the equivalent of polar ice and snow. To see the same types of zones elsewhere would require an extensive drive either north or south across the flatlands of the United States and Canada. Global warming, however, is pushing out the regions of ice and snow, and scientists say that all glaciers will be gone from Glacier National Park in less than twenty years.




  Perhaps Glacier’s most spectacular of zones is the arctic-alpine. Here, hardy wildflowers have adapted to this harsh climate by growing fine hairlike structures that retard evaporation from the devastating winds. Other plants have overcome these forces by growing in mats and clumps.




  This area is also home to some of the park’s most interesting species of wildlife. Sheep, goats, and marmots find a cool reprieve from the intense alpine sun. July through September is the best time to visit this area, as with the advent of cool weather all but a few specially adapted species, such as the ptarmigan, either migrate from the arctic-alpine area or hibernate beneath Glacier’s inevitable mantle of winter snow.
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  The pasque flower in the fall




  Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park




  Just north over the border is Waterton Lakes National Park, a Canadian park that was united with Glacier as an International Peace Park in 1932. Members of the Rotary Clubs of Montana and Alberta, Canada, worked together to convince their respective countries to unite these two national parks as a symbol of their longtime friendship, and since that time the concept has expanded worldwide and continues to grow. Because of this, Waterton and Glacier are particularly special, something you might keep in mind as you explore these two parks that are, in reality, one.
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 Bird Woman Falls, named for Sacajawea, is an iconic scene along Going-to-the-Sun Road.




  
Navigate: Getting to and around the park





  Glacier National Park can be approached by all the more modern modes of transportation. If a little poetic license can be allowed, that also includes boat. First, however, let’s focus on the traditional methods.




  Getting to the Park




  By air. Glacier International Airport truly is just that, for it flies families into the Flathead Valley from all over the world. From this hub, most rent a car and then drive to one of the various accommodations in or near the park.




  By car. If you’re driving, there are a number of routes to these parks. From Missoula drive north on U.S. Highway 93 to West Glacier. If you’re approaching from the east, proceed along U.S. Highway 2 to East Glacier. If you’re in Canada, you can drive to Waterton from any of Alberta’s major cities.




  By train. Those with a sense of nostalgia will want to consider arriving by the Empire Express Builder (AMTRAK) from either the east or the west, stopping at West Glacier or East Glacier.




  By boat. In Waterton Townsite, board the International for an hour-long cruise to Goat Haunt, America’s least-busy international port. Backpackers embarking on trips through Glacier often travel this way, and some use the Goat Haunt area as a means of reaching Stony Indian Pass, where they camp for the night and then climb Mount Cleveland the next day. If you access Glacier via the International, you’ll need a passport to return to the United States.




  Entrance Stations




  Generally, visitors enter Glacier through one of the more visible entrance stations, and the park has five. They are located at West Glacier, St. Mary, Many Glacier, Polebridge, and Two Medicine. When you enter one of these, you’ll be provided with maps, grizzly bear literature, and rules designed to preserve the park’s integrity.
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