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This book is dedicated to Rush and Mildred “Millie” Limbaugh, who shared their wonderful son with our country.

To the loyal audience, thank you for your continued support over the years.

God bless you all.
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INTRODUCTION Kathryn Adams Limbaugh



I know so many of you are deeply missing your friend on the radio, the unwavering, optimistic voice of Rush. There are no words to fill the void—he is simply irreplaceable. However, I hope this look back at Rush’s extraordinary life will make you smile, remembering the special moments you shared. Rush loved this country—and you, his wonderful audience—with all of his heart. He lived the American Dream and wanted us all to know it is never time to panic. No matter what challenges we face, our best days are always ahead.

Rush was the definition of courage and kindness. Despite his profound success, he always remained humble, never considering himself to be the incredible man that he was. One of the blessings that came after enduring a terrible diagnosis was that Rush was able to hear how important he was to so many and about the tremendous positive impact he had on our country.

A few years ago, when we began this book together, Rush thought it would be an overwhelming task to select individual transcripts from countless words said on and off the air. He would say with a memorable grin, “After all, they are all pearls of wisdom, right?”

Once Rush began to reflect on his life, the memories flowed naturally, and he enjoyed the process very much. He had the most amazing mind that could recollect details from even the earliest days of his career brilliantly.

As Rush told stories, often during treatments or at home in the library, we would take advantage of his love of technology and record his reflections on his iPhone. No matter what was happening around us, Rush was always a broadcaster at heart. The moment the Record button was pressed, he would speak flawlessly, just as if he were behind the Golden Microphone.

On these pages, inspired by our conversations, you will find a collection of Rush’s timeless words from more than thirty years on the radio.



RUSH REFLECTS ON EARLY YEARS IN RADIO Personal Recording in the Hospital with Kathryn, January 12, 2021



So, I just had this doughnut you brought me for my birthday. It reminded me of my first job in radio. This was 1966, what they called internships. It wasn’t on the air—I didn’t have a show. I just had a guy who worked there quote-unquote take me under his wing and show me the ropes—how it works, how to run the control board and all that stuff.

And he would pick me up every morning at home. And the first thing—this is around five o’clock in the morning—we’d stop by the doughnut shop and get a gigantic box of assorted doughnuts. This was not a chain, there was no Dunkin’ Donuts or any other shop—this was 1966. It was just a guy and his wife, they had a doughnut shop, and I don’t know what time they had to get there, because the doughnuts when we got there at five o’clock were ready. You could see them being made—it was the first time I knew doughnuts were actually fried. I had no idea they were fried.

The job was to get them and take them back to the radio station and have them there for the rest of the day for anybody who wanted doughnuts. The guy at the doughnut shop knew us and got to know me after one or two trips. That one doughnut reminded me. I don’t think I’ve ever recounted that aspect of my early radio days to anybody…

Then when we got back to the radio station, the first hour we sign on—we were off overnight, on air sunrise to sunset… the first thing was an hour’s worth of country music from the Grand Ole Opry.… I sat there and watched it and made sure the record didn’t skip.… I was fifteen.

So, the summer of 1966 I show up every morning to be trained being a deejay and keeping the radio station on the air—meaning if the transmitter goes kerplunk or whatever.

I fell in love with it, and I stayed at the radio station as often as I could. I learned and absorbed everything that I could. Everybody there was at least five or six years older than I was.
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RUSH HUDSON LIMBAUGH III The Extraordinary Career of a National Treasure



At its peak, The Rush Limbaugh Show was heard on more than 650 radio stations across the country by over thirty million weekly listeners. For more than thirty-two years, the program was consistently ranked number one, making Rush Limbaugh the most-listened-to radio talk show host in history. The nationally syndicated broadcast debuted in New York City on August 1, 1988, with fifty-six total stations and a limited number of sponsors.

In just a few years The Rush Limbaugh Show gained a tremendous following, and hundreds more stations were added. Sponsors experienced sales spikes like never before. By the early 1990s, Rush Limbaugh had become the most powerful voice in talk radio, breaking up the mainstream media monopoly and paving the way for future conservative broadcasters. For decades, Rush and the Excellence In Broadcasting (EIB) Network dominated the 12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. eastern time slot on AM radio.

Rush was awarded the Marconi Award for Syndicated Radio Personality of the Year five times by the National Association of Broadcasters. He was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame in 1993, the National Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 1998, and the Missouri Hall of Fame in 2012. In 2020, he was presented with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor.

Rush thought of you in his audience as extended family and credited you for much of his lifetime success. He truly was Radio’s Greatest, and had an exceptional gift that he shared with all of us.








Career Timeline

On January 12, 1951, Rush Hudson Limbaugh III is born.

At eleven years old, Rush uses a Remco Caravelle, a toy radio he received for Christmas from his mother in 1962, for his first family broadcast.

At thirteen, he shines shoes at a local barbershop.

At sixteen, Rush lands his first job in radio as an intern at KGMO in his hometown of Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

In 1969, he graduates from Cape Central High School (where he returns in 1989 to deliver the commencement address).

Never one to conform, Rush fails speech class at Southeast Missouri State University in 1971 for not outlining his speech correctly. He decides then that traditional university studies are not for him and leaves college to pursue his passion.

In 1971, much to his father’s chagrin, he moves to McKeesport, Pennsylvania, to work at WIXZ-AM radio as an up-and-coming deejay using the stage name “Bachelor Jeff Christie” (he also uses the stage name “Rusty Sharpe”).

In 1973, as a deejay at KQV radio in Pittsburgh, Rush coins familiar phrases like “all across the fruited plain.”

Throughout his early radio career, he is fired seven times for a variety of reasons, including economic downturns hurting the radio industry and, as Rush called it, “not following orders.”

In 1979, after his deejay stint comes to a halt, Rush accepts a position in sales and marketing in Kansas City, Missouri, with the Kansas City Royals baseball team. There, he meets lifelong friends and people he “otherwise never would have met,” but longs to get back into radio. “Corporate life was not for me,” he says at the time.

In 1984, he is recruited by Norm Woodruff, a well-known radio consultant, to replace Morton Downey Jr. at KFBK in Sacramento, California. Within a year Rush becomes the top radio host in the city. This is the first time that Rush can put his opinions into the program and run the show as he wishes. He affectionally calls Sacramento his “adopted hometown.”

The famous intro music of The Rush Limbaugh Show, “My City Was Gone” by the Pretenders, is first played on air in Sacramento in 1984 and remains the opening music through the life of the program.

Rush first hears Mannheim Steamroller in 1985. His playing of their version of “Silent Night” on the program becomes an annual holiday tradition.

In 1988, Ed McLaughlin, a top executive at ABC and a powerhouse within the broadcasting industry, asks Rush to come to New York. He is offered a two-year contract for the 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. eastern time slot.

On August 1, 1988, the first nationally syndicated episode of The Rush Limbaugh Show is broadcast from the flagship WABC station in New York City. Rush’s studio is located on the top floors of the famous Rockefeller Center in Midtown Manhattan.

In 1989, the first issue of the Limbaugh Letter is published; it will become the most widely read political newsmagazine in the country.

In 1990, in order to personally meet fans and promote the show, Rush begins the very popular Rush to Excellence Tours. He completes forty-five personal appearances in that year alone.

From 1992–1996, he hosts the popular Rush Limbaugh television show.

In 1992, Rush writes his first book, The Way Things Ought to Be, which sells millions of copies worldwide. (He will later write a second bestseller, See, I Told You So.) That same year, Rush is invited by President George H. W. Bush and First Lady Barbara Bush to visit the White House and stay in the Lincoln Bedroom.

In 1993, Rush is featured on the cover of the National Review with the headline “Leader of the Opposition.”

In 1994, he is saluted as the “majority maker” and made an honorary member of the House of Representatives’ incoming Republican class. He is credited with helping the Republican Party take back the House for the first time in forty years. Around this time, Rush visits Israel and is welcomed as a foreign dignitary by then prime minister Yitzhak Rabin and past and future prime ministers Shimon Peres, Ariel Sharon, and Benjamin Netanyahu.

In 1997, Rush escapes New York City taxes and opens the “Southern Command” studio in Palm Beach, Florida. He exchanges suits and ties for golf polos and shorts as part of a more relaxed lifestyle in a warm climate.

On October 7, 2001, he announces to listeners that he has lost his hearing and is almost 100 percent deaf. Later that year, he undergoes his first cochlear implant surgery at the House Institute Hearing Health Center in Los Angeles, California. For over a month, while healing from surgery, he remarkably hosts the radio program without being able to hear his own voice. He will undergo a second cochlear implant surgery years later.

In 2005, Rush visits American service members in Afghanistan and meets with world leaders, including Hamid Karzai.

In 2008, he signs a $400 million contract with Clear Channel Communications (which later becomes iHeartMedia). His contract is later renewed to run through 2024 with national syndication partner Premiere Networks.

The radio program grows through the use of innovative technology, including the early adoption of the RushLimbaugh.com website, the Dittocam studio camera feed for visual broadcasts, and the Rush Limbaugh app.

In 2009, Rush delivers the nationally televised keynote address at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Washington, DC. He calls this speech his first “public address to the nation” and the “speech that inspired a movement.”

In 2013, he and his wife, Kathryn Adams Limbaugh, create the Adventures of Rush Revere series of children’s books in order to combat the inaccurate American history being taught in many schools. Beginning with Rush Revere and the Brave Pilgrims, the series of five books skyrockets to number one on the New York Times bestseller list, and Rush wins Author of the Year at the Children’s Choice Book Awards. Millions of copies are sold, making Rush Revere and Liberty the Horse household names.

Throughout his career, Rush is incredibly generous, donating hundreds of millions of dollars and countless hours of personal time to charitable organizations around the world. In 2009, he is named one of the most generous celebrities in the country by Forbes magazine.

In 2020, he is honored with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, America’s highest civilian honor, during the State of the Union address. That year, millions of listeners tune in live to the Largest Radio Rally in History.

The Rush Limbaugh Show remains the number one most-listened-to radio show for more than thirty-two years, through Rush’s last show on February 2, 2021.
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I would listen every day, and it felt like Rush was sitting right next to me saying everything that I was already thinking. He always gave us so much hope. I remember when he used to say he would let us know when to panic.… He never did. Love and miss you every day. —Kathy, longtime listener
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Chapter 1 The Number One Voice for Conservatism






TRIBUTE by Governor Ron DeSantis


Rush Limbaugh, in my judgment, is one of the top five conservatives of the past seventy-five years. I would put him in the same league as William F. Buckley Jr., Clarence Thomas, Ronald Reagan, and Antonin Scalia. Rush had a profound influence on tens of millions of Americans, and I always joked with Rush, “Rush, please give me a degree from the Limbaugh Institute of Advanced Conservative Studies, so I can hang it up in my office in the governor’s mansion.” Rush said the learning never stops, and so that wasn’t something he could do, but he did say I’m the closest thing that he ever had to an honorary member.

But I can tell you Rush had a huge impact on conservatism and on our country. I was proud to be governor of the state that was home to Rush Limbaugh. We’re gonna miss him dearly. There’s going to be someone that will ultimately succeed him at twelve o’clock as the most-listened-to radio person at that hour. But there’s no one that’s ever going to replace him. God bless the memory of Rush Limbaugh, great American and the greatest broadcaster that ever lived.
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In February 2021, Governor Ron DeSantis ordered US and state flags in Florida lowered to half-staff in honor of Rush Limbaugh.





FROM KATHRYN & DAVID

Greetings to you, music lovers, thrill seekers, conversationalists all across the fruited plain. Time for yet another excursion into broadcast excellence hosted by me, America’s Real Anchorman, Rush Limbaugh, here at the Excellence in Broadcasting Network. It is great to have you here today. Great to be with you.”

Every day at exactly 12:06 p.m. eastern time, Rush’s iconic voice would come on the air, giving us all reassurance that it “is not time to panic.” For many years, he was a part of our daily lives, and so many of you remember the first time you started listening to the program. For three hours a day, he would make us all laugh uproariously while he tackled important issues in the most brilliant way. Rush was an extraordinarily captivating man and storyteller, who would always say that life is show prep. He was able to make the most complex topics relatable. Rush spoke to all of us personally and respectfully while encouraging us to think for ourselves. He became “a father figure,” “a brother,” “a best friend you’ve never met,” and made an incredible impact on the country and on all of our lives. Rush will forever be our American hero—Radio’s Greatest of All Time.

From a young age, Rush was incredibly unique with a mind of his own. At just eight years old, he knew he wanted to be on the radio. He had a genius-level IQ and loved to learn, but was never interested in traditional classroom education, considering elementary school to be a torturous “form of prison.” Rush never liked the idea of conformity and thought the hours spent in a first-grade classroom learning to paint were a waste of time. He began his budding radio career from his bedroom in the family home in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. There, Rush would imitate his favorite sports broadcasters while playing on his Remco Caravelle toy radio, showing, even then, his “talent on loan from God.”

At sixteen, Rush started an internship at the local radio station in his hometown. He used to joke that he would quit everything he tried—to the great dismay of his parents—but never radio. In his early twenties, as an up-and-coming deejay, he moved to McKeesport, Pennsylvania, to begin working at WIXZ, taking the stage names “Bachelor Jeff Christie” and “Rusty Sharp.” After a few years spinning records, Rush left radio for a short time to work in sales and marketing for the Kansas City Royals baseball team. He said of this period, “I met people I otherwise never would have met but realized the corporate world was not for me.” Rush longed to get back into radio in some form.



RUSH DESCRIBES HIS “BIG BREAK” — 1984 Personal Recording in the Hospital with Kathryn, Fall 2020



I spent five years with the Royals, 1979 to 1983. A great five years—met people I would have never otherwise met—but I also learned that I’m not cut out for corporate life. I’m not a conformist. I can’t just do everything everybody else is doing when told.

So, I wanted to get back into radio; it’s what I loved most. I went back to spoken-word-format radio in Kansas City, KMBZ, and loved it. That station, unbeknownst to me at the time, was being consulted by a guy from San Francisco–Sacramento—Norm Woodruff—and after, I guess, about a year, I got fired at KMBZ because I was putting my opinion in the news.

I said, “Peter Jennings does that every night; why can’t I?” “No he doesn’t.” Anyway, I got fired.… I was the most eager-beaver employee; it was just strictly ’cause of controversy, and they didn’t like controversy.

So, this consultant, Norman Woodruff, calls me two weeks after I’ve been fired, says, “How would you like to come to California and be a star?” I said, “Well, where?” He said, “No, I’m not telling you. Tell me that you’ll come.” That told me right away it wasn’t Los Angeles or San Francisco.

So I say okay.… He said Sacramento, and my heart sank. Sacramento, state capital, I mean, good grief—big-market Kansas City—Sacramento. But I went, because it was the only job offer I had after two weeks, and I found out again how much I loved radio.

So I went, and it turned out to be the biggest break of my life, because two weeks after I got there, they hired a new morning team at this station—KFBK Sacramento—and morning drive is prime time in radio. I was 9:00 a.m. to noon. They totally forgot about me; they paid all attention to this new morning team they’d hired. It allowed me to do a radio show the way I’d always wanted to do it for the first time since I was sixteen years old! And it took off, and it dominated the whole market—became the number one show in the market—and that is what then led to my show in New York, national show, 1988.

That turned out to be the absolute best career move I have ever been offered, and ever made.
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I’d get up in the morning, get ready to go to school, and I would dread it. I hated it. My mother would have the radio on. And the guy on the radio sounded like he was having so much fun. And I knew, when his program was over, he wasn’t going to go to school. —Rush Limbaugh
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On August 1, 1988, the first nationally syndicated Rush Limbaugh Show aired on WABC in New York City. Rush soon became a household name heard by millions on hundreds of stations nationwide. As we look back on Rush’s incredible career, it is clear that his words transcend time and will always be relevant.

Rush worked tirelessly to perfect his broadcasting skills and develop an encyclopedic mind. Always mentally engaged, he read feverishly and learned from everything around him, mastering topics from politics to pop culture and economics. Rush also had an unwavering work ethic, devoting every single day to delivering the best possible program. Rush did not have a producer or a large group of people telling him what to say on the air. Instead, he relied on his printed “stack of stuff” method. “I never know how I am going to start the program,” he would say, “I organize this stack of stories in front of me and see where it goes.” Amazingly, the show flowed naturally and flawlessly as if he had planned the hours to the minute.

Every day after the program, Rush would return to the quiet beauty of his home library. There he was surrounded by a combination of high-level modern technology and a large volume of books, including historical biographies of conservative greats, American generals, Founding Fathers, and early patriots. Among the heroes he admired most were conservative legends William F. Buckley Jr., Ronald Reagan, and Margaret Thatcher. Rush learned from the conservative greats he admired and became the greatest voice for conservatism the world has ever known.





PART 1 — RUSH’S MENTOR WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR.

RUSH RECALLS MEETING WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR. IN 1990

I will never forget the first time I met Bill Buckley. It was at his legendary maisonette on Park Avenue in Manhattan. It has to be 1990, seventeen years ago. He had invited me to attend an editors’ meeting of National Review. They did this once or twice a month, and they always did it—it was a tradition—at his home. I had my driver go around the block a couple times while I built up the courage to actually enter this place.

The important thing at this event, though, this evening was how Mr. Buckley and his editors, everybody there that night, welcomed me into their world. They had no idea who I was. I was just some whippersnapper on the radio. They were intrigued. “What’s all this about?” They were very gracious; they were very accommodating, and it was that night—and you know, meeting your idol and having your idol interested in what you do and then end up being supportive and encouraging—it’s one of the memories that I will cherish, one of the highlights of my life that I will cherish for the rest of my life.

That was the first night that I had a sense, if you can understand this, of belonging to the “movement.” And here’s one of the things that I think is, in a way, a little sad. As the movement has grown, it has become more and more competitive, and new arrivals in media and publishing and so forth are often viewed as threats now, or as interlopers.

Everybody is competing to be the “leader” of the conservative movement, the smartest guy in the room, the brainiest guy, the one who’s inspiring all the thought. Everybody today, or a lot of people, [all] out trying to be the next William F. Buckley.

This creates jealousy and creates guarded personalities and people who become protective of their turf and so forth, and none of that existed when I walked into that National Review editors’ meeting at Mr. Buckley’s home. They weren’t threatened. They weren’t jealous. They wanted to find out what I was made of, who I was—and when they discovered that I shared the same passions and the same desires that had formulated the founding of [the] National Review and its ongoing efforts to spread conservatism, they welcomed me into their world.
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Liberals claim to want to give a hearing to other views, but then are shocked and offended to discover that there are other views. —William F. Buckley Jr.
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REMEMBRANCES OF MR. BUCKLEY The Rush Limbaugh Show, February 27, 2008


RUSH: For me to trace my knowledge of William Buckley, I have to go back to when I was thirteen, fourteen years old and hated school. I felt like school was prison. I felt like I was being controlled and dominated. When I feel like I’m being controlled, I’m outta there. I just revolt, I leave, don’t want any part of it from anybody anyhow. So, school was not a particularly productive place for me. I did absorb a lot there, but only because I had to be there.

My desire to learn actually came from outside the classroom. It came from my father, perhaps the most brilliant man I ever knew intimately, and my grandfather, of course, and many members of my family, and tossed into the mix was Mr. Buckley, who had a newspaper column. I remember at age twelve or thirteen it was published in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, which was the morning paper in St. Louis at the time [and] was conservative, for the most part. No longer publishes, of course. But I remember at age thirteen, fourteen, all the way up through high school just being mesmerized.

It was the things that Buckley wrote in those columns that literally created my desire to learn. Of course, listening to my father just rant on about a number of things constantly, regarding politics, cultural things—we were a very active family in that regard, and, you know, the old image of families sitting around the dinner table and talking about stuff was true at our house. For me it was a listening experience, and, of course, peppered with questions and so forth. The single greatest motivation I had to learn to read, write, speak the English language the best I could, to expand my vocabulary, came from Bill Buckley.

Bill Buckley is indescribable. He’s irreplaceable. There will not be another one like him. And although that’s true of all of us, once you take the time to learn about Buckley and his life and look at what all he did with it—he did not waste a moment, did not waste a moment.… He was prolific in output, but it was his intellect and it was his good humor that [were] literally inspiring to me. Even after I went through one year of college and I was having trouble, flunked speech, should have called the course Outline 101.
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Idealism is fine, but as it approaches reality, the costs become prohibitive. —William F. Buckley Jr.
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Flunked speech, did every speech, showed up at every class and still flunked it. I said, “This is not for me.” And one morning I was sitting in the house at twenty years old and I said, “I’m quitting.” I told my dad, “I’m quitting. I can’t handle this. I’m leaving. I’ve got a job offer in Pittsburgh, and I’m going to go there.” And, of course, he came from the Great Depression, and that was the worst news he could hear. The formative years of his life were the Great Depression and World War II. You go through the Great Depression, and if you didn’t have a college degree, you had no chance of getting a job.

He had great fears. I’m the only member of my family, I think, that doesn’t have a college degree. He was very concerned he was a failure as a father, and I remember telling him, “Well, I want to be like Bill Buckley.” He said, “What do you mean?” “Well, I want to be able to sit around and write and think and speak,” and so forth, and my dad blew up at me. “What are you talking about?” He gave me a two-hour lecture on “Where do you think Bill Buckley went to become what he is? Do you think Bill Buckley just sits around and writes and thinks and speaks, and people like you have this reaction to him?”

I got a serious lecture on how hard and time-consuming achievement is. When you see the output of someone’s work but you don’t see what goes into it, you can make the mistake of assuming it comes easy to them, especially those who are great at what they do. They make it look so easy that you think you could do it, too. And you form impressions of how they do it, and you see these people on television and so forth, [but] you really don’t see any of the prep or any of the hard work that goes into the final product, and my dad was right about that.

[image: Image]

So, it wasn’t until I left the formal academic setting at age twenty that I got serious about education above and beyond what I’d learned at home. I’m not just talking about politics and political things; I’d absorbed a lot of that. But I started working on my vocabulary, all of these things, trying to acquire just as much knowledge as I could. I did it in trying to imitate Mr. Buckley, thinking he would say something like this. I was reading omnivorously and voluminously, meaning anything I could get my hands on that was of interest to me. So, one thing leads to another, my career spawns, it starts and stops, but eventually I got my break in Sacramento in 1984, which led to moving to Sacramento in 1984, which led to moving to New York in 1988.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR. DISCUSSES RUSH LIMBAUGH on the Firing Line Television Program, September 16, 1992


Rush Limbaugh is by everyone’s reckoning a phenomenon—the most spectacular media success in recent years. His preeminent medium is a culture almost ignored by American critics, even the most beady-eyed. It’s because it’s assumed that nobody who really counts spends time listening to people talk over the radio.

We should have taken more seriously the polls, that for a couple of decades that told us that one-third of the American people get all their news from the radio. It isn’t news that Rush Limbaugh sets out to give, although he could not perform as he does without reading the scores of daily newspapers and weekly magazines he chews up. His medium is opinion. Advise him that the moon yesterday was caught blinking at the sun, and he will run that through his cosmology and come up with a meaning for it all.

What astonishes is that no one is surprised, and only the humorless are really offended. In this sense it’s fair to say, I suppose, that he gets away with his scams as no one since Norman Lear got away with his, in his series All in the Family, done at the expense of every conservative position ever held, and glorious entertainment it was. Veni, vidi, vici, they said about Julius Caesar: he came, he saw, he conquered.



Rush was tremendously honored to receive the William F. Buckley Jr. Prize for Leadership in Political Thought. He shared his appreciation in the following remarks in front of an excited audience at the Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach, Florida.



RUSH LIMBAUGH’S ACCEPTANCE SPEECH for the 2019 William F. Buckley Jr. Prize for Leadership in Political Thought


NATIONAL REVIEW ANNOUNCER: For his influence and accomplishment, this year’s William F. Buckley Jr. Prize for Leadership in Political Thought goes to Rush Limbaugh.

NATIONAL REVIEW EDITOR RICH LOWRY: When the history of conservatism and of media in this era is written, Rush Limbaugh will loom as a giant. Rush is more talented than most and has used every single ounce of that talent to try to support and preserve this country, this Republic, and this last best hope on earth. Ladies and gentlemen, I give you Rush Limbaugh. [Applause]

RUSH LIMBAUGH: Thank you all. Thank you, thank you all very much. This means really a lot to me. Growing up, my father was a profound positive influence on me, but William F. Buckley was a close second in terms of inspiration, education. I never thought I would meet him. I wished that I had his brain. I wished I had the chance to get to know people that knew him. I wanted to know what it was that he had done throughout his life to become what he had become. Folks, I was so naive and from such a different part of the country. When I first heard about the National Review, the way I heard about it, it made me think that you had to be a special, select member of a club to get it. I’m thirty years old thinking this. [Laughter]

And one day I got the courage to call the National Review office in New York. A woman answered the phone. “Can I subscribe?” [Laughter]

“Yes…”

It was like Christmas Day. “I can?” [Laughter]

Yes, [and] she told me how to do it, and I became a subscriber and started reading it. The radio program took off and it took me to New York, and not to belabor the point, but I got the chance to meet Mr. Buckley at his invitation to an editors’ meeting at his maisonette. You know what a maisonette is? It’s not a condo; it’s not an apartment. A maisonette was his Seventy-Third and Park Avenue apartment, with an entrance on both sides—makes it a maisonette. I drove around the block three times trying to get up the courage to go in. [Laughter]

Thing about Bill Buckley, I was telling some people at the table at dinner, Bill Buckley had this unique ability about him. He knew what he was to people. He was not arrogant, but he was very confident. He knew how to make whoever he was meeting feel very comfortable meeting him. And that’s how he met me the night that I attended that editors’ meeting, and it was a lifelong dream that I realized, and I can’t tell you how much I miss him.

Folks, he was he was such a resource. I would love to have—just in the past three years, I would have loved to have been able to ask Bill Buckley, “What do you think of this? What’s your reaction to that?” It was just a real gold mine for me, improving my life and extending his life to me.

I really, deeply appreciate an award with his name on it. To have my name in the same name of an award with William F. Buckley, I can’t tell you how much that means to me. It’s a deep honor, and I thank you all very much for it. [Applause]

When you meet people that you admire, people that you have almost an idol relationship with, it’s one of the greatest things in the world when you meet them and they are exactly who you want them to be, exactly what you expect them to be. It’s kind of like the way people are when they meet me. [Laughter]
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The most terrifying words in the English language are “I’m from the government and I’m here to help.” —President Ronald Reagan
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PART 2 — RUSH’S HEROES: REAGAN AND THATCHER

President Ronald Reagan and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher were in office during Rush’s rise to national fame. He deeply admired both leaders for their strength and commitment to advocating for conservative values, and throughout his career, Rush often referenced their incredible accomplishments on the world stage and their leadership styles. He thought President Reagan and Prime Minister Thatcher shared a remarkable way of disarming critics with humor and fearlessness.

Some of Rush’s fondest memories included visits with Prime Minister Thatcher and her husband, Denis, including the time he and Lady Thatcher rode around in a golf cart as he gave her a tour of the course. Rush would laugh, recounting the story of golfers staring and saying to one another in disbelief, “I could have sworn I just saw Prime Minister Thatcher and Rush Limbaugh riding in a golf cart!”



AFTER FORTY-FIVE YEARS, CONSERVATIVES STILL HAVE A “RENDEZVOUS WITH DESTINY” The Rush Limbaugh Show, May 19, 2011


RUSH: We are now fighting to save our own country from itself. We are fighting within our own country to preserve our freedom. Reagan was exactly right. This is why the era of Reagan will never be over, because it is the era of our founding. It is the era of individual freedom, American exceptionalism. These are crucial times, and we are in an ascendancy here in winning this battle, at least in the hearts and minds of the American people, which I’ve always believed is where it starts.…
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The era of Reagan is the era of our founding. It is never over. Ronald Reagan is not being held up as somebody whom every candidate must be like. That’s not possible. People like me, who love and appreciate Ronald Reagan, have no cultlike appreciation for Reagan. This is not an attachment to a personality. It’s an attachment to leadership and ideals and principles, ideals and principles [that] will never die, because freedom will never die. Therefore, the era of Reagan will never be over.

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN The Rush Limbaugh Show, June 7, 2004


RUSH: He was optimistic and happy. He was infectious. He dared to embrace big ideas. He dared to do big things to overcome huge obstacles in the midst of all kinds of experts telling him it couldn’t be done, in the midst of all kinds of criticism, in the midst of all kinds of personal insults.… Along came Ronald Reagan, and there’s no doom and gloom in Ronald Reagan. He’s the optimist, eternally so, shining city on a hill. He would have none of this doom and gloom. He rejected Washington elitism, and he had since 1964 and before. Talk about core values; talk about sticking to them.

He rejected Washington elitism and connected directly with the American people who adored him. He didn’t need the press. He didn’t need the press to spin what he was or what he said. He had the ability to connect individually with each American who saw him. That is an incredible—I don’t even want to say “talent.” It’s a characteristic that so few Americans have, so few people have, but he was able to do it.

He brought confidence, he brought vigor, and he brought humility to the presidency, which had been missing for years; and this profoundly upset his political and media adversaries to no end, and Reagan enjoyed that. Ronald Reagan rejected socialism; he rejected big government. He insisted on returning as much government back to the people as was possible. He cut taxes so deeply that even some on his own staff became disbelievers and wrote books about it. They were wrong. He was right.

Our lives today are a testament to how right Ronald Reagan was.… This has been a staple of this program since its inception in 1988—actually, ’84 in Sacramento, my adopted hometown, and that is that you are the ones who make this country great.… I’m trying to celebrate Reagan. Reagan knew because of his unbridled love for the American people, coupled with our God-given freedom, our natural yearning to be free.

Reagan knew that all he had to do was unleash that, and it was “Katie, bar the doors,” and he was right. He was right then; he is right today. He will be right for as long as there is America. Those who choose to follow his footsteps will also be right. Those who choose to follow in his footsteps will experience the optimism and the good cheer and the love of country that he always had. There are many who will carry on in his tradition. I’m honored to be one of them. I wouldn’t be sitting here were it not for Ronald Reagan, and I never met him.

You know, Ronald not only rejected socialism and big government but he also rejected communism. He defeated it ultimately.… Those of you who weren’t around during all of this, the era of the Cold War and Soviet expansionism, it is imperative you find out. It is imperative you understand what this man did. It is imperative you understand how he did it. It’s not just that he did it without firing a shot. He did it because he refused to accept it, all alone amongst those at his leadership level. So he set us out on a course to win, not “manage,” the Cold War, and I consider that to be the final battle of the Second World War. He freed tens of millions of people who had been imprisoned behind the Iron Curtain for nearly five decades. Those people survive Ronald Reagan today.…

He knew America and the American people better than anyone, especially those who sought to govern from inside the Beltway. I’ll never forget—it was, I think, 1990, and I was at the 21 Club in New York for dinner with some friends. I had been doing this show for two years. I don’t want to over-personalize this, but Ronald Reagan believed things happened for a reason, so he wasn’t worried about little details and the ups and downs of things, because he [took] the long view, saw the far-off distance, and just had faith that it was going to be okay—as long as America remained America.

Now, two years into this program and I’m being criticized, having things said about me that have never been said about me before, and I don’t know how to deal with it. I’m getting advice from people. Should I respond to this stuff, or should I ignore it? People said, “Well, if you respond to it, you’re sort of validating it. You’re letting them know it bothers you. Just blow it off. Don’t react to it.”

I said, “Yeah, but then people are going to think it’s true if I don’t respond to it.” This was one of the early frustrations that I experienced during this program: people saying things about you that aren’t true. The instinct is to fix it and change the record. But I never knew what. I mean, for those two years, there was nobody who could tell me what to do. I was with no one who had been through it, and I really had no instinct myself what to do.

One night I’m at dinner, 21, and I had to go to the bathroom, so I walked into the restroom. The restroom attendant in there recognized me and came up, shook my hand. He was just ebullient. He started talking. He knew who I was. He started talking to me about the one time he met President Reagan, and he just was as effusive, full of love and excitement, exuberance, as anybody I can recall, just happy to be telling me this.

And after he went through describing what his meeting with Reagan was like, and it had been fairly recently, he looked at me, he cocked his head, his eyes got wide, and he said, “You know, Mr. Limbaugh, he never got mad at ’em. He never got mad at ’em once. He just laughed at ’em.” I said, “Bingo. There’s my answer.” In the restroom at the 21 Club, from an attendant whose biggest thrill in life was having met Ronald Reagan. That man is a preacher today, that attendant.…

Throughout the early years of this program it was an objective of mine to keep the Reagan legacy alive. I was a product of it. It’s not even enough to say I believed it. I felt like I was part of it, that I would not have had the life I have were it not for Reagan.
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If my critics saw me walking over the Thames, they would say it was because I couldn’t swim. —Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
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THE RULE OF LAW MUST BE RESPECTED, ESPECIALLY BY OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS The Rush Limbaugh Show, July 6, 2016


I drove Margaret Thatcher around a golf course one day out in Colorado, a golf course called Eagle Springs. We nicknamed it “Ego Springs” because the membership is largely Wall Street billionaires who helicoptered in.

But anyway, we were out in Vail for a celebratory social weekend. She decided she wanted to see the golf course, but she doesn’t play golf. So, it was suggested to me that the next day I take her, drive her around in a cart. “Would you do that, Rush?” [laughing] “Yes, I’ll do that.”

She left dressed to the nines, typical Margaret Thatcher in a dress. She sits on the passenger side of the golf cart and we go tooling around the cart path. People are out playing golf, and as we would approach tee boxes or players about to hit shots, we would stop so as not to be a distraction, using proper golf course etiquette. She was wearing an Easter-type bonnet hat. It was windy. But that didn’t stop people from noticing her.

And you should have seen the double-takes and the open-mouthed stares. ’Cause it’s Margaret Thatcher being driven around a golf course, just seeing it; she wants to see the beauty, the vistas and so forth. And there were several dinners that took place, and I remember at each dinner, she held court. Whatever she introduced as subject matter was what we all discussed.
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Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher did more to liberate people by defeating the Soviet Union and freeing Eastern Europe than the Obamas, the Clintons, and Kerrys of this world ever have. They were all on the wrong side of that debate. —Rush Limbaugh
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IN HONOR OF PRIME MINISTER MARGARET THATCHER The Rush Limbaugh Show, April 8, 2013


Lady Thatcher I was very fortunate to know. Because of some friends of mine who knew her, I was often invited to social occasions with her. I must have spent quality time with Lady Thatcher on ten to fifteen different occasions, all in the 1990s. I’ve regaled you with some of the stories.

In every one of those instances—every one—she was identically the same. She was purely formal and sophisticated. I don’t mean boring and dull and old-fashioned. She carried herself with a dignity and a self-respect and a seriousness that led no one to question who she really was. If you ever had the chance to be around her, you would know that she was in person as you saw her on television. She was committed; she was serious. She was formal. She was a great woman, a great human being.

Some people call it a coincidence—I think it’s more than that—that at the same time in the world we had Ronald Reagan, Pope John Paul II, and Margaret Thatcher. During those years were the only times in my lifetime [when] the left was actually turned back. Not just stopped but defeated and turned back. It was the only time in my life. Poland, Berlin, Moscow, the United States. Wherever. Those three leaders on the political stage, the world stage at the same time, did more for freedom and liberty for people all over this world than any three people since the founding of this country—and they all served at the same time, overlapping.

Lady Thatcher is the only one of the three that I met, and I got to know her very well.



Here’s a little trivia question: Does anybody out there know who it was that decided to call Margaret Thatcher “the Iron Lady”? Any idea who it was? It was not Neil Kinnock, and therefore not Joe Biden. It was not a British politician. It was not an American politician. It was no one in the media, at least in the Western media. It was the Soviet news agency Tass that called her, that dubbed Margaret Thatcher the Iron Lady, and the West’s Drive-by Media gleefully picked up on that.
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Rush with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and former Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy.




Tass did not mean it to be a compliment—neither did the American Drive-by Media—but of course it turned out to be one. Margaret Thatcher reminded me of my grandfather. My grandfather was serious all the time. He wore a jacket and tie every day of the year—Saturday, Sunday, no matter what—because he worked every day.

Lady Thatcher was serious. She was funny, but she was serious. Everything mattered. One of the many things she said that I’ve never forgotten—and there were a lot of them, but this one has always stuck with me—was “Consensus is the absence of leadership.”

Consensus is now the objective in this country.

To her, it meant no leadership.…



Lady Thatcher really was transformative in the true sense of the word. She transformed the UK, during her time, from socialist left to a free market, wealth-creating free society—and she is hated and reviled today in her own country by the media, much as conservatives in this country are, but there’s no denying what she accomplished, what she achieved, and how she did it.…

I remember one particular evening, it was the end of the week, it had been a long week for me, and I showed up, cocktail party, dinner. I sit down at dinner and Gay [Gaines] immediately says, “Okay, Rush, what’s the latest in…”

I said, “Gay, I’m tired. I just don’t want to talk about politics right now.” Of course the table looked. “You don’t want to talk politics? Do you understand who’s sitting here?” She was seated next to me. And I said, “No.” At the time I just didn’t want to be on stage. I was exhausted, I was worn out, and I just wanted to listen. And Gay kept trying to urge me, and Lady Thatcher said, “Gay, he doesn’t wish to speak about politics. So let’s talk of the rule of law,” and bam, there we are off on a discussion, the rule of law. She loved the Founders. She absolutely thought they were the most brilliant people, ’cause they were Brits, don’t forget. Our Founders were British. She loved them.

She loved Thomas Jefferson. Thomas Jefferson was it. But she loved them all. She knew the history of this country better than most people in this country do, and she revered it. She was one of the greatest Americans, quote unquote, that I’ve ever met.
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It is well known that my husband and Lady Thatcher enjoyed a very special relationship as leaders of their respective countries during one of the most difficult and pivotal periods in modern history. Ronnie and Margaret were political soul mates, committed to freedom and resolved to end Communism. —First Lady Nancy Reagan
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PART 3 — THE EARLY PATRIOTS

Like all of us, Rush revered the Founding Fathers and early patriots. He wanted all Americans to know how phenomenal it was that a small group of underdogs could escape the tyranny of a king’s rule to create a free nation. He felt that these early patriots were inspired by God, with the foresight to create a nation like no other in the world, run for and by the people. Rush said, “We must never forget the story of our founding and the bravery of the early Pilgrims.”



GEORGE WASHINGTON GIVES THANKS TO GOD FOR AMERICA The Rush Limbaugh Show, November 25, 2009


George Washington’s Thanksgiving address. Now, before I read this to you, I’ve read it just a very few times on this program. Before I do, I want you to try to understand. This is in 1789, and I want you to understand: They knew. They knew what they had done, these Founders. They knew that they had participated in a miracle in creating and founding this country.


Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor—and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.…”

Given under my hand at the City of New York

the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789

George Washington



As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, folks… remember and appreciate all the freedoms that we enjoy in this country. Freedom is why the Pilgrims came to America in the first place. They were in search of freedom of religion, freedom of speech, press, assembly, and a freedom of enterprise.

America had the kind of freedom the world had never seen before. That was what was exceptional about America. We still have it, though it’s under assault.…

Now, ladies and gentlemen: Thanksgiving. This is traditionally the beginning of the, quote unquote, “Christmas season,” holiday season, which is one of my favorite times of year. We’re just days away from starting our Mannheim Steamroller Christmas bump music rotation, and I get choked up at this time of year when I think of the blessings that have been bestowed upon me and my family, and it’s all because of all of you. I say it every year.

I have people thanking me all day long for doing this show. You have no idea what you have meant to me. There’s no way I could properly express my gratitude, other than to thank you from the bottom of my heart and wish you and your family a happy Thanksgiving as well, as well as all uniformed military personnel in the theaters of battle overseas.

THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IS TO SECURE OUR LIBERTY, NOT TO SEIZE IT The Rush Limbaugh Show, June 26, 2009


James Madison, the speech delivered in 1788 in favor of the federal constitution, said: “Since the general civilization of mankind, I believe there are more instances of the abridgments of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent encroachment of those in power than by violent or sudden usurpations.” It’s amazing. Every time you go back and consult Founding Fathers, you find that their wisdom was timeless. Their ability to foresee the future was incomparable. Liberty is the birthright of every American. The usurpation of liberty—whether it be by nationalized health care or taxing the energy we need to live—that’s a seizure of liberty. That’s a usurpation of liberty under the false pretense of providing security or “saving the planet.”
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The Founding Fathers were highly suspicious of government because they understood human nature. And they understood the human quest for power. They were fleeing what they thought were the worst aspects of the human quest for power. They were fleeing a monarch. They were fleeing a tyrannical king in Britain. They founded something completely opposite.

—Rush Limbaugh
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HOW JOHN ADAMS GOT HIS UNITY The Rush Limbaugh Show, March 19, 2008


How many of you are taking the time to watch the series on HBO called John Adams? It started Sunday night. There are seven episodes in total. They ran the first two. It’s about John Adams, the first vice president of the United States, about his life; his wife, Abigail; and their children.… What happened in that room [the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, at which the US Constitution was created] for all of those months was a miracle. It was a miracle that it happened.…

But there were elements from Pennsylvania and New York and New Jersey who had no desire for independence. To listen to them speak, “No, this is the time for caution,” while the Redcoats are firing and murdering innocent people. Essentially the war had already broken out in Boston, and these people from Pennsylvania… they’re all saying, “This is the time for caution. This is the time for restraint,” and I’m watching the screen, and I’m just smiling. We’ve got those same kind of pansies today, and they wanted to send a proclamation to King George demanding that King George stop taxing their tea and stop taxing them exorbitantly on a number of things, to basically stop squishing them and squeezing them.

So, Adams says, “All right. If you want to do that, go ahead. I’m going to still try to convince you, but you do what you want to do. It’s going to be months before we hear back, and I can tell you what we’re going to hear back, but if it will make you feel better, go ahead and do it.”

So they did it. All the while, Adams continues to try to arm-twist and persuade. Finally they get the answer from King George, and King George says, “How dare you ask me this! Now you guys are really in for it. We’re going to kick your butts.” So the moderates say, “Oh, further caution is required here,” and then we got eloquent speeches about “We don’t need bloodshed and we don’t need warfare, and this is not the way to go about this,” because some of these people did not want independence. They were Englishmen.…

This thing shows how difficult it was, how almost impossible it was. It’s why it was a miracle for John Adams to craft unanimity from thirteen colonies who had thirteen different special interests.… It took a lot of time. It took a lot of persuasion. It took strategy. It took negotiation. It took manipulation to get the necessary unanimity. But how did he get it? His objective was independence—pure, 100 percent independence.…

He never compromised what he wanted at all, and they ended up with unification, unanimity. You could call it unity, but he did it in a way that was not at all weakening of his desire and passion—and, of course, George Washington is portrayed here, too. Colonel Washington becomes General Washington.… Gosh, it sent tingles up my spine to watch how this country actually came together. It’s why I think what happened there is a miracle.
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Abigail Adams was a force of nature in her own right.

—Rush Limbaugh

[image: ]




THE TRUE NATURE OF LIBERTY AND THOMAS JEFFERSON The Rush Limbaugh Show, February 13, 2015


Thomas Jefferson said, “God, who gave us life, gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?”

Now, to me that makes perfect sense. To some it might be confusing. But Jefferson is a Founding Father. Jefferson is one who acknowledged and agreed that we are all created equal and endowed by our Creator with certain unalienable rights, among them life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Jefferson was one of those who acknowledged that God is the source. Jefferson was obsessed—well, I won’t say obsessed. Jefferson was really concerned about making sure that this freedom and liberty [was] maintained, even to the point of throwing the government over now and then if necessary. He called it the tree of liberty. Sometimes blood has to be shed. The point is, Jefferson thought about all this a lot, and he said, among other things, God, who gave us life, gave us liberty.

“Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?” In other words, how secure is the nation when people like Chris Cuomo are running around thinking that freedom is a gift of Obama or a gift of a human being? How damn secure? We’re not very secure, because if our freedom comes from the good graces of a human being, what happens if we elect a bad guy who takes our freedom away? Oh, my God, that would be horrible.

How secure could our freedom be if a country believes that its freedom comes from other men—human beings? I don’t mean to leave women out here, but I’m talking in the generic sense. How can this be? But if your freedom comes from God, that’s who you are. The only thing that can happen to that is evil men come along and encroach on it.
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JOHN ADAMS’S PROPHECY ON THE CONSTITUTION AND MORALITY The Rush Limbaugh Show, February 17, 2009


RUSH: This is Joe in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Great to have you here, sir. Thank you.

CALLER: Hi, Rush. How you doing?

RUSH: Just well, just fine…

CALLER: I think that the greatness of our nation was always in our God.… When you have to have the government say that I am free, you are not really dependent on God. But I think the greatness of our nation is our God, and I think the more people like us are really crying out to our God, I think we’ll bring change. I think that’s the greatness of our nation more than anything.…

RUSH: I want to go through this little quote from John Adams, one of the Founding Fathers, once again… “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” That’s John Adams, one of the Founders. Now, of course, people who are unbridled by morality—or the immoral, if you will—and the people who are not truly religious, this Constitution—and he’s dead right—this Constitution is a restriction to them. I mean it is punitive to them. And he said this Constitution cannot deal with people like that.
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The great part of our happiness or misery depends on our dispositions and not our circumstances. —First Lady Martha Washington
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THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON OF RADIO The Rush Limbaugh Show, November 21, 2007


RUSH: Here is Don in Flat Rock, North Carolina. I’m glad you waited, sir. Welcome to the program.

CALLER: I equate you to Alexander Hamilton, who was instrumental, as you probably know, in starting this country.

RUSH: Yes, except he lost a duel, and I hope the comparison ends there.

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON OF TALK RADIO The Rush Limbaugh Show, July 19, 2007


RUSH: Marisa in Sappington, Missouri, welcome to the EIB Network. It’s nice to have you with us.

CALLER: Well, thank you, Rush.… I think you’re practically perfect, so I think that you and George Washington are practically the same. You could be brothers, because you’ve built a whole war, if you will, a whole army of people to hold together to a conservative ideal by yourself. You started with nothing, and you built it, and it is what it is today, and George Washington enabled the country to win the Revolutionary War by holding together a pathetic army through thick and thin when everything was going terribly, and he really, almost by himself, had the magnetism and the trust and the belief of all the people.…
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