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    Introduction

    Juliet Flesch and Peter McPhee

    160 Years—160 Stories is published as part of the University’s 160th anniversary celebrations. The 160 brief biographical sketches encompass a selection of remarkable individuals associated with the University since its foundation in 1853.

    Such an enterprise obviously involves difficult choices. There have been hundreds of thousands of staff and students at the University of Melbourne: all have a story to tell. The best we can hope is that, while many eminently noteworthy people have been omitted, all those included are, for very different reasons, memorable.

    Current staff and students of the University, including Professors Emeritus and honorary Fellows, were excluded from our project, as were donors, although their support has been widely acknowledged and is felt daily. Without them, the University as we know it would simply not exist.

    The nature of the association which the individuals who were selected had with the University was of various kinds. In many cases their careers and accomplishments lay outside the University, while some of the people included spent most of their lives in the University. One did not live even to finish his undergraduate studies, but he is remembered by his contemporaries as an enduring influence. All enlivened ‘the Melbourne experience’ for their fellows and affected the lives of many.

    Some general intentions guided our choice. We wished to highlight the accomplishment of women of the University, and it is only in recent years that we find significant numbers of them among the Professors. Their absence from the highest academic ranks does not mean that women were insignificant in their academic influence, and we have sought to include a selection of those whose scholarship and dedication to teaching inspired many who achieved greater public recognition and more brilliant careers.

    Members of the professional staff are often poorly represented in university histories, so we have sought to pay tribute here to some of the Laboratory Managers, Librarians and others whose work enriched and enabled the scholarly work of others.

    We sought to cover all aspects of University life, but equal representation from every Faculty or Division was not our aim. The very history of the University precludes this, since Faculties were not all established at the same time and are not uniform in size. For the same reason, it was not possible to separate candidates into four equal forty-year groups. It soon became obvious that the cataclysms of the two World Wars formed a much more meaningful divide. In the case of some of the ‘University families’ the working lives of two individuals might span a century of University history.

    The University has been fortunate in the volumes of memoirs and histories produced. Among the former, the two volumes of Memories of Melbourne University edited by Hume Dow in 1983 and 1985 are unusually rich and readable, and often hilarious. There are brilliant book-length memoirs by Manning Clark, Kathleen Fitzpatrick and Alice Garner, among others. There are very substantial histories of the University by Dick Selleck, John Poynter and Carolyn Rasmussen alongside the many shorter histories of the University, its individual departments and faculties, and the biographies of Brian Fitzpatrick, Percy Grainger, Ernest Scott, ‘Pansy’ Wright and others.

    We know then that for each person included in this volume another three or four of similar attainments, influence and interest might be nominated. We could certainly have written twice as many vignettes as this book contains. As it stands, however, we hope that this collection of brief biographies illuminates the story of the University as a place of diversity, dedication and achievement. This is a sample of those whose contributions have made the University what it is today, an institution which has ‘grown in the esteem of future generations’, as its motto promises.
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    à Beckett Family
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    Edward Fitzhaley à Beckett (1836–1922) took the field in the second intercolonial cricket match played in Australia in 1852. Not yet sixteen, he took a wicket in each innings. In 1870, he played in the first Intervarsity match and his fine batting was credited with winning the day for Melbourne.

    À Beckett’s professional life was less distinguished. He was Registrar of the University of Melbourne from 1864 until 1901. Just three months after the celebration of Federation and brilliant ceremony to mark the awarding of an honorary degree to the future King George V, the University was plunged into a financial scandal in which à Beckett was embroiled. He had borrowed large sums of money from Frederick Thomas Dickson, the fraudulent University Accountant, apparently unaware of both the impropriety of borrowing from his staff and of Dickson’s depredations.

    His kinswoman by marriage, Ada Mary à Beckett (1872–1948), is remembered for better reasons. She was the University’s first female lecturer, appointed part-time in 1901 during Baldwin Spencer’s Australian anthropological tour. She had occupied various part-time temporary positions in biology since 1898.

    Her concurrent secondary teaching career began in 1893. She was employed at Melbourne Church of England Girls’ Grammar School as well as several other Melbourne girls’ schools and the Working Men’s College in Geelong before taking up an appointment as head of the biology department at Scotch College in 1921. She retired in 1937, remembered as a highly competent teacher of students who went on to medical and scientific careers.

    Ada à Beckett was foundation vice-president of the Free Kindergarten Union of Victoria. She served as president from 1919 to 1939 and was subsequently named president for life. She was active in the establishment of the Kindergarten Training College at Kew, where she taught physiology and hygiene.

    President of the Lyceum Club from 1926 to 1928, à Beckett was also a member of the National Council of Women and the Victoria League, founder of the Australian Association for Pre-School Child Development and the Women Graduates Association, and chair of the Janet Clarke Hall Committee.
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    Leonhard Adam (1891–1960)
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    Leonhard Adam, like Franz Stampfl, another man with a long connection to Melbourne University, arrived in Australia in September 1940 under less than ideal conditions. They both came on the Dunera, which berthed in Melbourne with a cargo of refugees from Nazism who had been interned and then dispatched to the Antipodes as enemy aliens.

    Adam, a graduate of the universities of Greifswald and Berlin (LLD 1916), had a distinguished career behind him. His principal research interests were primitive law and ethnological jurisprudence. He had edited the Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Rechtswissenschaft (Journal of Comparative Jurisprudence) from 1919 to 1938 and had held positions at the Institute for Foreign Laws and the Ethnographical Museum in Berlin until he was dismissed in 1933 in accordance with the Nazi anti-Semitic laws. In 1938 he fled to England, publishing Primitive Art (1940) before being interned and deported.

    Following eighteen months in detention in Tatura, and after his case had been taken up by Bernard Malinowski, Margaret Holmes and Lady Masson, Adam was released on parole to the National Museum of Victoria, accommodated in Queen’s College and employed, under the supervision of Professor Max Crawford, on research into the Aborigines’ use of stone.

    He was employed at the University as a Research Scholar 1943–47, Lecturer 1947–56 and, following his retirement on health grounds, as part-time curator of the ethnological collection from 1958 until his death in 1960. Adam lectured on primitive art and law and gave the University’s first tuition on the Mandarin language. His battle for the establishment of a Department of Anthropology and a dedicated ethnological museum at the University were both unsuccessful, but the collection which he built up through an extensive network of personal contacts and exchanges forms a valuable part of the resources of the Ian Potter Museum of Art.

    He was made a Fellow of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland in 1945.
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    Wilfred Eade Agar (1882–1951)
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    Wilfred Eade Agar came to the University of Melbourne in 1919, after having participated in the Gallipoli campaign in the Highland Light Infantry. He had served a year as adjutant to the divisional base at Alexandria before being invalided home to England. Before the War, he read Zoology at Cambridge, then combined a post as demonstrator at the University of Glasgow with a Fellowship at King’s College. His convalescence between 1916 and 1918 allowed him to write Cytology, published in 1920. In 1921 he was elected to the Royal Society.

    Agar succeeded Baldwin Spencer as Professor of Zoology, and introduced the disciplines of cytology and genetics to Melbourne students. Despite initial apprehensions, Agar refused overseas posts and noted on his retirement that he had been able to achieve as much in Melbourne as he might have done in Britain. Notable projects concerned marsupial chromosomes and inheritance in cattle. He successfully challenged the Lamarckian finding of William McDougall relating to the inheritance of the effects of training in rats.

    The breadth of Agar’s scientific interests (which included a longstanding interest in animal psychology) is illustrated in A Contribution to the Theory of the Living Organism, published in 1943 with a second edition in 1961, which he rated his most important contribution to biological theory.

    Agar was prominent in University administration as Council member, Dean of the Faculty of Science and Chairman of the Professorial Board, which oversaw the appointment of Raymond Priestley as the first full-time Vice-Chancellor. He was President of the Royal Society of Victoria in 1927–28 and on its council for twenty years.

    The Agar family lived on Professors Walk in the University grounds until 1948 and Peter MacCallum’s daughter Monica recalls that, on the death of their mother, Mrs Agar stood almost in loco parentis to the MacCallum children living in a house on Tin Alley.

    The Agars’ son Wilfred Talbot Agar (1910–2000) graduated in Medicine in 1934. After working as the first Nuffield Dominion Demonstrator in Physiology at Oxford, he volunteered at the outbreak of World War II with the Royal Australian Military Corp and was appointed Officer Commanding a Field Transfusion Unit. On his return to Australia he was appointed Senior Lecturer then Reader in Physiology at Melbourne, where he worked until 1966. In retirement in the Victorian Western District, one of his greatest finds was that some of its underground waters contained toxic levels of magnesium salts.
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    Betty Allan (1905–52)
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    Frances Elizabeth Allan took her BA, DipEd and MA from the University of Melbourne, sharing the Dixson and Wyselaskie scholarships for mathematics in 1926. She won the Nanson Scholarship for her postgraduate work on solitary waves at the common boundary of two liquids, and in 1928 attended Newnham College, Cambridge, on a two-year studentship from the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, which permitted her to study statistical methods applied to agriculture.

    After a short period at Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden, during which Sir Ronald Fisher commented on her ‘rare gift for first-class mathematics’, Allan returned in 1930 to the CSIR Division of Plant Industry as its first biometrician.

    During her time with CSIR, Allan provided mathematical and statistical assistance to all six divisions and her work may be considered as the nucleus of CSIRO’s Division of Mathematics and Statistics. As well as providing statistical work on climatic data, plant diseases and pest control, she lectured in pure mathematics and statistical theory and method at the Canberra University College between 1932 and 1937. She was a foundation member of the Australian Institute of Agricultural Science for which, in 1936, she wrote a set of instructional papers on the application of statistical methods to agriculture, as well as delivering sixteen lectures to CSIR staff.

    Obliged by Australian Public Service rules to resign on her marriage in April 1940 to Patrick Joseph Calvert, Allan was given the exceptional option of remaining in her position until the end of the year. She continued to lecture part-time at the Australian Forestry School and undertook research for the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics.

    Motherhood brought new interests and commitments, and Mrs Calvert served as secretary of the Canberra Nursery Kindergarten Society from 1943 to 1944 and president from 1944 to 1946 of the Canberra Mothercraft Society. Her early death of hypertensive cerebral haemorrhage deprived Canberra of one of Australia’s best-known mathematicians and a great community worker.
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    Arthur Barton Pilgrim Amies (1892–1976)
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    Arthur Amies came from Western Australia to study Dental Science at the University, graduating BDSc in 1924, after which he studied in Edinburgh and spent a year in London, Vienna and the United States before returning to Melbourne and working towards his DDSc, which he took in 1929. In 1933 he gained his diploma of laryngology and otology. He became a fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons in 1934 and was appointed Professor of Dental Science the same year, an appointment which carried with it those of Dean of the Faculty, Principal of the Australian College of Dentistry and Dean of the Dental Hospital.

    Amies was convinced from the outset of the need to establish an independent dental hospital and school, and equally determined that the new facility should offer inpatient accommodation. The hospital was opened in 1963, nearly thirty years after Amies had been appointed. He retired in 1967, in which year the Arthur Amies Ward was named.

    He was resolutely opposed to fluoridation of the water supply, an issue on which the population at large as well as dentists were divided.

    In World War II Amies served with the 4th Australian General Hospital in Tobruk and in a faciomaxillary and plastic unit attached to the 2nd Australian General Hospital in Egypt. He was nominated to Legacy in 1945 and served as its president ten years later.

    Amies served on the Council of Queen’s College from 1945 to 1976, chaired the Professorial Board in 1956, and briefly acted as Vice-Chancellor on two occasions. A formal man, he was not averse to the ceremonial aspect of University life; indeed, the Australian Dictionary of Biography tells us that he was ‘happiest in full academic dress, or in white tie and decorations’.
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    Shirley Aldythea Andrews (1915–2001)
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    Shirley Andrews (BSc 1938) led a life of passionate commitment to a very wide range of activities and concerns. During her student years, while she studied Science, she was a founding member both of the Melbourne University Ski Club and of the Council Against War and Fascism. She was also, from the 1930s, a folklorist and dancer, studying with the Borovansky Ballet and Unity Dance Group, and researching Australian traditional dance.

    During World War II, Andrews worked in the Veterinary Research Unit, followed by five years at CSIRO. For over twenty years she worked at the Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital as Senior Biochemist, involved with John Cade in the development of lithium treatment of manic depression.

    Her interest in dance, for which she was made a Life Member of both the Victorian Folk Music Club and the Folk and Dance Society of Victoria, led to two books: Take Your Partners: Traditional Dancing in Australia and Two Hundred Years of Dancing in Australia.

    It is, however, as a human rights activist that Shirley Andrews is best known. Her commitment to Aboriginal rights dates from 1951, when she joined the Victorian Council for Aboriginal Rights. In 1958 she brought together nine state-based bodies to form the Federal Council for Aboriginal Advancement, later known as the Federal Council for the Advancement of Aborigines and Torres Straits Islanders. FCAATSI played a vital part in organising the national petition for a referendum to give the Commonwealth Government more responsibility in Indigenous affairs and in the successful campaign to have Indigenous Australians counted in the Commonwealth Census.

    Her commitment to the rights of Aboriginal Australians did not wane with time. At the age of eighty-five, only months before her death, Shirley Andrews joined the Reconciliation march across the Sydney Harbour Bridge in a wheelchair.
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    Florence Austral (1894–1968)
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    Like Nellie Melba, Elsa Stralia and June Bronhill, Florence Austral adopted her professional name as a tribute to her native land. She was born Florence Wilson and until 1921 performed under the name of her Syrian first husband as Florence Fawaz.

    Austral entered the University Conservatorium in 1917 and in 1919, having achieved outstanding results in her second year of the Diploma and first year of the Bachelor of Music, left to study Italian opera in New York.

    She made her debut in London in 1921. In May 1922 she was called upon to replace Elsa Stralia as Brunnhilde in Die Walküre. Thérèse Radic tells us that, ‘Thereafter it was recognized that Austral was an operatic phenomenon, a tireless worker of easy temperament with a voice unequalled in quality and power, particularly suited to the Wagnerian roles in which she was to excel.’ The following year she appeared with Melba in a program of operatic excerpts.

    Austral’s second husband, whom she married in 1925, was John Amadio (1883–1964), who had played in the Marshall Hall Orchestra in 1903–12 and taught flute at the University Conservatorium of Music from 1909 to 1920. They toured Europe and North America together for fifteen years, returning to considerable acclaim in Australia after tours in the 1930s.

    By the time she returned to England, Austral’s performance was beginning to be affected by the multiple sclerosis which eventually left her paralysed. During a performance with the Berlin State Opera in 1930, in Die Walküre, she was unable to stand unaided.

    After occasional performances for the troops during World War II, Austral returned to Australia to take up a position at the newly established Newcastle Branch of the New South Wales State Conservatorium of Music. She taught there for five years between 1954 and 1959 before ill-health forced her retirement.
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    Bage Family
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      Freda Bage at the wheel (date unknown)

    

    When Anna Frederika Bage (1883– 1970) became the foundation Principal of Women’s College at the University of Queensland in 1914, she had already undertaken research at King’s College, London, which led to Fellowship of the Linnaean Society. She had graduated BSc in 1905 and MSc two years later from the University of Melbourne, been a Junior Demonstrator in 1907 and a Senior Demonstrator in 1913. The same year, she had been appointed lecturer in charge of biology at the University of Queensland.

    From her earliest days at the College, Freda Bage actively recruited young women from rural areas to attend university, traversing the state to do so. She drove herself, and from 1914, competed in motor rallies, despite accusations that such behaviour was unladylike. Her interest in flora and fauna led her to the presidency of the Field Naturalists’ Club in 1915. She was a foundation member of the Barrier Reef Committee.

    Bage was a keen sportswoman. She managed the women’s hockey team, which went from Melbourne to Adelaide in 1908, the first Australian team to travel interstate. She was President of the Queensland Women’s Hockey Association from 1925 to 1931. Her interest in women’s organisations encompassed the National Council of Women, Queensland, the Lyceum Club, Brisbane, and the Australian Federation of University Women, of which she was president in 1928–29 and which she several times represented overseas. The Federation endowed a scholarship for women to commemorate her work.

    Freda Bage enthusiastically recruited for the Australian forces in both World Wars, despite the death of her only brother at Gallipoli. Edward Frederic Robert Bage (1888–1915) was a Melbourne University graduate in Engineering, who had worked with Mawson on the 1910–13 Antarctic expedition. His mother endowed a scholarship in his memory in 1917.

    Freda Bage was not the only member of the family interested in cars. Her sister Ethel (1884–1943) graduated MA from the University of Melbourne and assumed the management of the Kew garage of Jessie Webb’s travelling companion after Alice Anderson’s sudden death.
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    William Macmahon Ball (1901–86)
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    The obituary of Macmahon Ball in The Age paints a portrait of a person of exceptional integrity and charisma who resigned on matters of principle from more positions than most people are ever offered.

    He graduated in Arts in 1923, immediately being appointed Research Scholar in Psychology. He lectured in Psychology, Logic and Ethics before taking up a Rockefeller Fellowship in Political Science in 1929, studying in Europe and the UK. A Carnegie Travelling Fellowship took him to Europe and the USA in 1938–39: during the Munich crisis he was in Germany.

    From 1940 to 1943 Ball was Controller of Short Wave Broadcasts for the Commonwealth Government, assembling and directing a team to monitor and translate foreign-language broadcasts and provide the voice of Australia overseas. From 1945 to 1948 he was employed at the University and in a succession of overseas posts, first as an adviser to the Australian delegation to the San Francisco conference which preceded the establishment of the United Nations, then as the representative of the Australian Government in Indonesia during that country’s struggle for independence. In 1946 he was appointed Australian Minister to Japan and the British Commonwealth representative on the Allied Council, with the difficult task of dealing with the demands of both Douglas MacArthur and H.V. Evatt. In 1948 he had the happier experience of leading a goodwill mission to East Asia.

    Following a brief period of employment with the Herald, Ball was appointed to the Foundation Chair in Political Science at Melbourne University. He remained for almost twenty years, training many of his successors in the Diplomatic Service and becoming a notable commentator on current affairs in print and on radio.

    He retired as Professor Emeritus in 1968 and, in the words of his obituary, ‘Mac Ball never ceased from thinking, reading and writing, keeping in touch with younger men who had been his pupils.’ W. Macmahon Ball: Politics for the People by Ai Kobayashi was published in 2013.
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    James William Barrett (1862–1945)
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    The conflagration which destroyed Wilson Hall in 1952 also consumed a portrait of this remarkable, if controversial, man. Barrett’s father, three of his brothers and one of his sisters were all doctors. Although Barrett’s own specialisation lay in ophthalmology, service in the Australian and British armies during World War I saw him take on a much wider role at the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis, where he served briefly as registrar and oculist, being also honorary secretary of the Australian Red Cross. Recalled to Australia in controversial circumstances, Barrett succeeded in transferring to the British Army until 1919, earning honours from both the British and Egyptian governments in the process.

    Returning to Melbourne (and a house in Lansell Road, Toorak, where wallabies grazed in the gardens) Barrett threw himself—after an unsuccessful attempt to enter parliament— into involvement with the University. Before the War he had lectured there; he now became successively Vice-Chancellor (1931), Deputy Chancellor (1934) and Chancellor (1935–39). He retired from active teaching in 1937. Unpopular with the professors (whom he regarded as employees to be governed), he was notoriously successful in getting his way on Council. The stand-off between the academic and lay arms of University governance remained unresolved during the tenure of Raymond Priestley as Vice-Chancellor and was only resolved during that of John Medley after 1938.

    Barrett’s contribution to the University and the life of the state was, nonetheless, extraordinary. President of the British Medical Association in 1935, he was also the first president of the Ophthalmological Society of Australia and Chair of the National Parks Committee, the Town Planning and Playgrounds associations and the Japan Society, among many others. He played a major role in the administration of the University Conservatorium Symphony Orchestra (later merged into the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra).

    With his sister Edith, he founded the Bush Nursing Association in 1919. At his death, sixty-seven bush nursing hospitals and fifteen nursing centres in Victoria stood as testimony to this initiative. Edith Helen Barrett (1872–1939) graduated MB in 1901 and MD in 1907. She was a foundation member of the Lyceum Club and indefatigable worker and office-bearer in the Australian Branch of the British Red Cross Association.
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    Redmond Barry (1813–80)
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    A career as colourful, apparently contradictory and varied as Redmond Barry’s is as difficult to comprehend as it is to summarise. The judge who sentenced to death both Ned Kelly and the convicts accused of murdering the Inspector-General of Penal Establishments, John Grice, not only acquitted the Eureka rebels but also supported the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society. He was also a lifelong defender of Aborigines, rarely being paid for the cases on which he spent much time and effort.

    The list of organisations he founded or helped to found is both long and diverse, including what later became the Athenaeum, the Melbourne Club, the Philharmonic Society, the Royal Society and the Melbourne Hospital.

    Barry is, however, best remembered for his immeasurable influence on the cultural life of Victoria through his role as founder of both the University of Melbourne and the Melbourne Public Library, now the State Library of Victoria. Even before the establishment of the latter, Barry had encouraged members of the general public to come to his own house to consult his extensive collection of books and journals. As founder and first Chancellor of the University, Barry presided over an institution which soon commanded world-wide respect. Ernest Scott, describing him as ‘suave but masterful’, notes his assiduity in attendance at Council meetings and his hospitality to guests. He assumed a hands-on role in the Public Library as well, visiting it almost daily, drafting correspondence and choosing the books.

    Barry never married, but maintained the mother of his four children, Mrs Louisa Barrow (died 1889), in a separate establishment from 1846 until his death. The entire family frequently appeared together in public and Louisa Barrow is buried by his side.
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    Maurice Blackburn (1880–1944)
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    Maurice Blackburn graduated in Arts (1906) and Law (1909) while working as a teacher and librarian. Admitted to the Bar in 1910, he established Maurice Blackburn & Co. in 1922. He dealt principally in trade union law, but also took cases involving civil liberties. Active in both the Labor Party and Victorian Socialist Party, in 1917 Blackburn lost the Victorian parliamentary seat of Essendon, to which he had been elected three years earlier, because of his opposition to the war. Later, as the member for Fitzroy, he succeeded in carrying the Women’s Qualification Act (1926), aimed at removing discrimination against women. He was elected Speaker of the Victorian Parliament in 1933 and moved to the federal seat of Bourke the following year, holding it until 1943.

    Although unwavering in opposing conscription for overseas service, Blackburn lost Labor Party support through his advocacy of a citizen army, based on compulsory national service. After the war, he took a leading role in the reformulation of the Labor Party’s attitude towards nationalisation. The ‘Blackburn interpretation’, supporting non-exploitative private ownership of the instruments of production, was adopted in 1921 and restated in 1948. He was frequently at odds with the party over its hesitant attitude towards fascism and was expelled in 1941 because of his support of the Australia-Soviet Friendship League. Blackburn became President of the Australian Council for Civil Liberties in 1940 and brought many issues before parliament. His opposition to the first national security bill passed by the Menzies government cost him further Labor support.

    Blackburn lost his seat in the 1943 election, but it was won in 1946 by his widow, the notable feminist and peace activist Doris Amelia Blackburn (1889–1970), who held it from 1946 to 1949.
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    Geoffrey Norman Blainey (1930– )
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    When Geoffrey Blainey spoke to final-year school students in the Friends of the Baillieu Library HSC Lectures in the 1970s, the Public Lecture Theatre was packed to capacity and his audience carried copies of his books to be signed, a tribute to what Geoffrey Bolton characterised as Blainey’s ‘skills in interpreting technological change in admirably lucid narratives that appealed to both specialist and nonspecialist audiences’.

    Blainey studied History at Melbourne under R.M. Crawford and worked as a freelance historian, pioneering the field of business history with The Peaks of Lyell (1954), Gold and Paper: A History of the National Bank of Australasia (1958), and Mines in the Spinifex (1960). He published A Centenary History of the University of Melbourne before accepting a position at the University in the Faculty of Economics and Commerce in 1962. In 1977 he moved to the Ernest Scott Chair of History, a position he occupied until 1988.

    Blainey’s most popular works belong to this period. The Tyranny of Distance (1966), interpreting the motives behind the British settlement of Australia, brought a new phrase to Australian discourse. His interests range from sports and local histories to the broader sweep of The Causes of War (1973), covering over two centuries of human conflict, and The Great See-Saw (1988), on optimism and pessimism in Western society since 1750.

    Blainey has been a significant figure in public debate. His belief, articulated in public lectures and the 1984 All for Australia, that increasing and large-scale immigration from Asia endangered Australian social harmony, caused lengthy controversy.

    He was Chair of the Australia China Council from 1979 to 1984 and of the Australia Council from 1977 to 1981. As Dean of Arts Blainey was a notable supporter of the University Library. His commitment of Faculty funds to the acquisition of books paved the way for a million-dollar increase in funding. He was appointed foundation Chancellor of the University of Ballarat in 1993.

    Geoffrey Blainey has continued to write and broadcast in retirement, delivering the Boyer Lectures, This Land Is All Horizons—Australian Fears and Visions, and publishing A Shorter History of Australia in 1994, Sea of Dangers: Captain Cook and His Rivals in 2009 and A Short History of Christianity in 2011.

    [image: ]

    Walter Moritz Boas (1904–82)
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    Walter Boas was born and educated in Berlin and, despite his parents’ conversion from Judaism to the Lutheran Church, he was fortunate to be already employed in Switzerland when the Nazis came to power.

    He had moved to Fribourg in 1932, having earned his doctorate at the Technische Hochschule in Berlin with a fifteen-page thesis, the shortest ever submitted for a higher degree. His work on the plasticity of crystals, originally published in 1935, appeared in English in 1950 and was reissued unchanged in 1968.

    Boas was unsuccessful in his first application to join Melbourne University in 1937, but was invited to take up a lectureship funded through a Carnegie Grant the following year. Although only thirty-four, he had already published over two dozen papers. His course on the physics of metals was the first of its kind to be offered in the British Commonwealth.

    Because his spoken English was still poor, Boas took great pains with his lecture notes for students, which formed the basis of An Introduction to the Physics of Metals and Alloys (1947).

    Although Boas and his wife were classified as ‘enemy aliens’ when war broke out, they were granted ‘refugee alien’ status in 1943 and became Australian citizens in 1944. They already spoke only English at home and ceremonially burned their German passports shortly after arriving in Australia.

    In 1947, frustrated by the lack of research opportunities at the University, Boas became Principal Research Scientist in the CSIR (later CSIRO) Section of Tribophysics. In 1949, although somewhat ambivalent about accepting an administrative position, he became Chief of the Division of Tribophysics, a position he occupied for twenty years. His tenure was remarkable for a steady output of scientific papers, together with close relations with industry, to which the Division provided advice on a range of physical and chemical problems.

    He also continued to lecture at the University and returned to the Department of Metallurgy after his retirement from CSIRO, publishing Properties and Structures of Solids in 1971. The Walter Boas Building on Wilson Avenue is named in his honour.
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    Bourke Family
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    Colin Bourke (1936– ) graduated BCom in 1974 and BEd in 1976 after a twenty-year career as a school teacher at primary and secondary level. When he was appointed Principal of Whittlesea Primary School in 1971, he was the first Aborigine to reach such a position. In 1975 he established the Aboriginal Education Branch in the Victorian Department of Education, taking up the position of Director of the Monash University Aboriginal Research Centre from 1977 to 1981.

    He was Assistant Secretary of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs 1982–85 and Deputy Principal of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies 1985–87. In 1987 Bourke became the inaugural Dean of the Faculty of Aboriginal and Islander Studies at the University of South Australia, a position he occupied until he returned to Monash as Adjunct Professor in the Centre for Australian Indigenous Studies in 1999.

    Colin Bourke’s wife, Eleanor Bourke (1943– ) was Aboriginal Liaison Officer at the University of Melbourne in 1979, after which she occupied a number of high-ranking positions in the Victorian and Commonwealth Public Service related to indigenous and women’s affairs. She was Director of the Aboriginal Research Institute at the University of South Australia 1989–99. As well as degrees in Arts and Education, Eleanor Bourke is a certificated interpreter in Greek.

    Colin and Eleanor’s son Christopher Bourke (1960– ) graduated BDSc from the University of Melbourne in 1982, the University’s first Aboriginal dentist graduate. In Canberra he was the Foundation President of the Indigenous Dentists’ Association. Appointed to the Legislative Assembly in 2011, replacing the Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope, he was re-elected for the seat of Ginninderra as an Australian Labor Party member.

    Colin Bourke has published several books, including Before the Invasion: Aboriginal Life to 1788 (1980), Better Practice in School Attendance: Improving the School Attendance of Indigenous Students (2000) and, with Eleanor Bourke and Bill Edwards, Aboriginal Australia: An Introductory Reader in Aboriginal Studies (1994, 1998).
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    Margaret Mary Bourke (1887–1979)
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    The financial crash of the 1890s took the Mentone Coffee Palace down with it, and enabled the Sisters of St Brigid to acquire a fully furnished home in 1904 for £2050 to establish a school. In 1933 it was named Kilbreda College. The second principal of the school, who was appointed in 1927 and remained in the position until 1965, was the Irishborn Brigid Bourke, who had taken the name Margaret Mary on entering the Brigidine Novitiate at Albert Park in 1910.

    Margaret Mary Bourke was a woman of exceptional culture and independence of mind. Educated at the Ursuline convent in Brussels, she had followed the normal school routine in the mornings, while receiving special tuition in the afternoons in French, Italian, Physics, Astronomy and Botany. Having decided to enter the religious life, she set sail for Australia and enrolled at the Teachers’ Training College and the University of Melbourne in 1908. She graduated with First Class Honours.

    Bourke believed strongly in the right of women to education and in their leadership potential. Her own scholarship in a specific educational field was honoured in 1971 when she received from the Italian Consul a medal, struck in Rome, acknowledging her pioneering work in Italian language education in Australia.

    One of Kilbreda’s best known alumnae is Morag Fraser (BA Melb), newspaper columnist and former editor of Eureka Street 1991–2003.

    [image: ]

    Merilyn Bourke (1947– )
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    Merilyn Bourke’s daughter had just started school when Bourke returned to the workforce. She was engaged to fill a part-time position in the Jessie Webb Library in the History Department for six months in 1983 and left, fourteen years later, in 1997. It was her longest period of continuous employment.

    In her final year at Melbourne Church of England Girls’ Grammar School, Bourke and her partner won several ballroom dancing competitions and an Australian title. Dancing as a career was ruled out when she was seventeen by a major knee injury, however, and she undertook secretarial training. Employment with Qantas allowed her to travel, and fuelled a lifelong interest in British history.

    About halfway through her time in the History Department, Merilyn Bourke bravely launched into a very different career, under the name of Julia Byrne. After three medieval novels, Julia Byrne has published three Regency romances. Like many romance novelists, Merilyn Bourke was ‘an avid reader, devouring a steady stream of Georgette Heyer, Mary Stewart, Mills & Boon authors and a variety of mysteries’. Surrounded by professional historians, she published Gentle Conqueror, the first of several popular historical novels, with Mills & Boon. The book is set in England, two years after the Norman Conquest.

    Her novels have been translated into Japanese, French, Greek, Polish, Russian, German, Norwegian and other Scandinavian languages. Her Regency romances in particular are distinguished by their comic touches.

    Although Merilyn Bourke/Julia Byrne is the University’s only Mills & Boon author, a number of distinguished academics have written popular romance novels for younger readers, among them Sarah Ferber (PhD 1994) and Jenny Pausacker (1948– ), whose Dolly Fiction titles appeared under the names of Jane Carlson, Mary Forrest and Jaye Francis. The University has many bestselling authors but, with sales of over 70,000 copies of a single title, Merilyn Bourke is perhaps the one whose work remains the least known by her former colleagues. Her interest is now focussed on family history and such bodies as the Port Phillip Pioneers Group.
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    Anna Teresa Brennan (1879–1962)

    [image: ]

    Anna Brennan’s three brothers, Thomas, Frank and William, distinguished themselves in the fields of law, politics and journalism. They encouraged her to take up a profession, and having supported each other through their studies, offered the same assistance to her. After an unsuccessful attempt to study medicine, she began her law course in 1906, graduating in 1909. In 1911 she became the first native-born woman admitted to practice in Victoria. She joined her brother’s practice: it eventually became known as Frank Brennan & Co, with Anna as senior partner.

    She specialised in matrimonial law, advocating the reform of laws which invited collusion or obstructed proceedings and favoured the payment of maintenance to husbands in some circumstances. She sought reforms to permit speedy dissolution of hastilycontracted marriages between Australian women and American servicemen and worked to remove conflict of matrimonial law between Australian states.

    Brennan, a devout Catholic, was president from 1918 to 1920 of the Catholic Women’s Social Guild, which undertook such activities as hospital visiting, the management of accommodation for women and provision of catechists to lay schools. She had also a special devotion to Joan of Arc and was president of the Victorian chapter in 1938–45 and 1948–62 of the international St Joan’s Alliance, a humanitarian organisation with special interest in matters affecting women.

    Anna Brennan’s mind remained active to the end: she died from pneumonia contracted following a fall from some steps at the University, where she was attending a lecture on nuclear fission.
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    Ivy Brookes (1883–1970)
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    The life of Ivy Brookes, eldest daughter of Alfred Deakin, reveals a multiplicity of intertwined careers. Winner of the Ormond Scholarship for singing in 1904, Brookes played in Marshall-Hall’s orchestra from 1903 to 1913. She was a lifelong supporter of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and a member of the Faculty of Music until 1969. She was a foundation member of the Boards of Studies in both Physical Education and Social Work.

    In 1905 she married Herbert Brookes, a man sixteen years her senior, and embraced his political interests. She was involved with him in many conservative political organisations, including the Empire Trade Defence League. Brookes and her husband were prominent in the League of Nations Union and Ivy served on the executive of the National Council of Women and the Playgrounds and Recreation Association, and sat on the board of the Women’s Hospital for fifty years.

    The family companies of Herbert Brookes were Australian Paper Mills and Brookes & Co. pastoral holdings. He was a brother of the tennis administrator and Davis Cup winner Norman Brookes, whose wife Dame Mabel Brookes amassed notable collections of Australian books and Napoleonic relics and was a tireless charity worker.

    In 1915 Ivy Brookes founded the Housewives’ Co-operative Association of Victoria, the first of its kind in Australia. In its early years, the Housewives’ Association functioned as a consumer co-operative, buying wholesale for redistribution and negotiating discounts for members as well as lobbying on issues connected with women’s rights. It eventually supported women candidates and endorsed the inclusion of domestic science in the school curriculum. The Housewives’ Association became a national body with about 200,000 members in the 1960s.
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    Brian Ernest Austin Brown (1933–2013)
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    The best known group headed by Brian Brown was undoubtedly the Brian Brown Quartet, of which there were four incarnations, but it was only one of the dozen groups led by a musician and teacher who inspired many students of the Victorian College of the Arts.

    Brown retired after fifty-five years of combining music teaching with performing: he joined the VCA staff as a lecturer in post-1950 music in 1978, and retired in 1998 as Reader and Head of Improvisation Studies, a course he had established in 1980. Over eighteen years about 600 students attended his weekly workshop class.

    Born in Carlton and left fatherless at the age of eight when his father died in a Japanese POW camp, Brian Brown was one of many of notable Melburnians (including Normie Rowe, John Cain senior and Jim Cairns) to attend Northcote High School. Brown left school at fifteen and did not resume academic studies until 1964, when he enrolled full-time in Architecture, while also working full-time playing tenor saxophone, clarinet, flute and piccolo in the Channel Nine Orchestra. He took his BArch from Melbourne University in 1969 and worked as an architect for three years.

    Inaugurating the improvisation course was not Brown’s only musical innovation. When he met Tasmanian sculptor Garry Greenwood in 1993 he already played the alto and concert flute, pan pipes, synthesisers and soprano saxophone as well as the tenor saxophone. Greenwood built him three leather bowhorns.

    Brown married Ros McMillan (1942– ) in 1980. McMillan, who took her BMus and PhD from Melbourne University and DipEd and MEd from La Trobe, retired as Head of Music Education at the University in 2004 having joined the staff in 1984. In 1962 McMillan was the first music student elected to the Executive of the Students’ Representative Council. She taught at Fintona Girls’ School from 1967 to 1969, was Director of Music at Presbyterian Ladies’ College from 1974 to 1987 and Director of the Yamaha Music Foundation of Australia and first Australian Yamaha teacher from 1970 to 1974. She is a longstanding member of the Committee of Convocation.
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    Brown Family
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    ‘Eddy’ Brown (1880–1966) initiated the teaching of Electrical Engineering in the University in 1911 and directed it until his retirement in 1946. He continued to work in the Department long after this date and published his last paper after his eightieth birthday.

    He was a much respected instructor, with a memorable turn of phrase. His obituary in Cranks and Nuts recalls his description of Schenectady, where he worked at General Electric from 1905 to 1907: ‘It is cold there. When you spit it clinks on the pavement’, and his annotation of student papers with ‘boldly scrawled comments such as “cum granosalis” and “hellbound”.’ His students nevertheless recalled his concern for their studies and welfare.

    His work embraced speed indicators, notably the Squirrel-Cage Tachometer, and the measurement of radio wave-lengths, as well as other electrical measuring instruments, including the Quadrature and Quadraflex Tachometers and Polar Ammeter.

    Two of Brown’s students chaired the State Electricity Commission of Victoria and several obtained Electrical Engineering Chairs in universities interstate. Having graduated BSc in 1902, MSc in 1911 and DSc in 1926, Brown was awarded the DEng honoris causa during the University’s celebrations which marked the Centenary of Engineering Teaching in 1961. One of the University’s major teaching awards bears his name.

    Eddy Brown gained his doctorate in 1926 and married Dr Vera Scantlebury Brown (1889–1946) the same year. Her career was equally distinguished, although restrictions on employment of married women meant that from that time, she would only be employed part-time. ‘Dr Vera’ graduated MB BS in 1914 and worked from 1917 to 1919 at the Endell Street Military Hospital in London. As Medical Officer at Melbourne Church of England Girls’ Grammar School she inspired regular medical inspections in private schools. By 1925, her lifelong dedication to maternal and infant care was well-established and a report for the Victorian Government with Henrietta Main led to the establishment of the Infant Welfare Division of the Department of Public Health. In 1926 she became its Director, a position she occupied until her death from cancer in 1946. Her advocacy saw a marked increase in government spending and the establishment of the Australian Association of Pre-School Child Development and the Lady Gowrie Child Centres.
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    George Stephenson Browne (1890–1970)
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    Like Alice Hoy, G.S. Browne held positions in both the Melbourne Teachers’ College and the University for many years. Unlike Hoy, he was to conclude his career entirely in the Faculty of Education.

    Browne was born in Melbourne, becoming a junior teacher in the Education Department while studying part-time for his BA and DipEd, which were conferred in 1913. He enlisted in 1916 and was awarded the Military Cross for action in France in 1917. Wounded and invalided home, he was discharged in 1918, returning immediately to England to undertake studies at the universities of Oxford and London. He deferred taking up an appointment at the Melbourne Teachers’ College to undertake further overseas study, travelling on scholarships to England, Germany and the USA.

    He was especially impressed by the American Project Method, developed from John Dewey’s educational philosophy. His major book, The Case for Curriculum Revision, published in 1932, had a considerable impact on the training of primary school teachers.

    The following year, Browne accepted the position of Professor of Education in the University, which he combined with that of Principal of the Melbourne Teachers College until 1939. His attention turned increasingly towards the training of secondary school teachers. In 1936 Browne initiated the first postgraduate research program in Education in an Australian university. Browne’s lectures were recalled by his students as models of clarity and splendid illustrations of teaching technique.

    George Browne was President of both the Education Reform Association and Victorian Institute of Education Research and a member of the Australian Council for Educational Research. After retirement in 1956 he became known to television viewers through GTV 9’s Professor Browne’s Study, which ran for ten years.
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