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To Ron, my port in the storm



Top Ten Ways the Tarot Can Help You



1. It can allow you to gain insight into yourself.

2. Tarot can help you gain insight into other people.

3. With Tarot you can get answers to questions and concerns.

4. It can train your ability to see into the future.

5. It can enable you to see the present more clearly.

6. Through Tarot you can better understand the effects of the past.

7. You can use it as a tool to work through personal problems and challenges.

8. Tarot can help you strengthen desirable qualities and traits.

9. It can allow you to develop and sharpen your intuition.

10. Perhaps most importantly Tarot can enhance your connection with your Higher Self.





Introduction

[image: back] No one knows exactly when or where the Tarot originated. The earliest known book of Tarot cards still in existence dates back to the early 1840s; seventeen of those antique cards still remain. The first entire deck still in existence was painted by the Italian artist Bonifacio Bembo for the Duke of Milan.

Many theories abound about the Tarot's beginnings. One is that the great library of Alexandria in Egypt, whose female librarian Hypatia was world-renowned for her wisdom and learning, housed scrolls containing all the knowledge of the ancient world. Among these scrolls was the legendary Book of Thoth, derived from the mystery schools of ancient Egypt. The allegorical illustrations on Tarot cards are said to contain these secret teachings, which in the Major Arcana represent a course in personal and spiritual development. The Minor Arcana, which was added to the Tarot at a later date, may have derived from an Italian card game known as tarrochi. Our present-day poker decks closely resemble the Minor Arcana of the Tarot.

Tarot images are inextricably linked to ancient beliefs, mythologies, and religious systems such as the Hebrew Kabbalah. The cards' numerological associations have been tied to the Greek mathematician Pythagoras, who taught that letters and numbers contain divine essence and extraordinary powers unrealized by the uninitiated.

Gypsies may have carried the cards to Europe. (The term gypsy is considered to be a corrupt form of the word Egyptian.) The Church, however, believed the Tarot was “the devil's picture book,” and the cards were quickly condemned as heretical. To possess them was dangerous. Thus, during the Middle Ages, the Tarot went underground, along with astrology and many other forms of occult knowledge. (Occult simply means hidden.) Yet despite persecution, the ancient knowledge contained in the Tarot continued to be passed down in secret, until interest in the cards surfaced again during the Renaissance.



Though we may never know their true history, we can still use Tarot cards to advise and guide us, to show us what lies ahead in the future, and to help us gain access to our inner knowing and the Divine. The amazing insights contained in the Tarot and the deck's inherent flexibility make it just as relevant to contemporary Westerners as it was to the ancients.

In the view of alchemists and mystics, the symbols preserved and presented in the Tarot spring from the anima mundi, or soul of the world, a vast repository of knowledge, like a cosmic library, filled with all the memories and wisdom of the entire human race, past, present, and future. Sometimes called the Akashic Records, this source of knowledge could be accessed by anyone willing to make the effort to develop his psychic link to the source.

Within this collective pool are all the basic figures found in myths, legends, religions, and fairy tales. Taken together, these figures encapsulate a magical storehouse of profound esoteric knowledge. For example, The Empress in the Tarot symbolizes the feminine archetype, the great mother goddess of the world's most ancient religion, what Goethe called “the eternal feminine.”

Each figure in the Tarot calls forth from the individual's unconscious a deep resonance. When a user consciously contacts these images in the Tarot, their hidden counterparts in the collective unconscious are allowed to surface and become integrated into the person's life.

A properly conducted Tarot reading is a story. As in myths, the images on the cards meld into a meaningful pattern that can clarify the issues confronting the person for whom the reading is being done. In a sense, the reading can act like a dream or a flash of inspiration to impart understanding.

Tarot cards are wonderful tools to use for meditation, as well as for divination. They stimulate the intuition, which is the key to the gateway of the unconscious. They illuminate the hidden factors in a person's life, factors that the person may not be aware of that are secretly shaping her existence. Thus, the Tarot is not only a tool for answering everyday questions or telling fortunes; it is also a beacon that shines light into the darkest recesses of your inner self and illuminates the vast realms that lie beyond the limits of the conscious mind.


Chapter 1
The Two Books of the Tarot

A typical Tarot deck consists of seventy-eight cards. Of these, the first twenty-two are identified as the Major Arcana. The fifty-six remaining cards are called the Minor Arcana, presumably because they contain information that is of a less important or mystical nature. Because the Tarot can be viewed and understood as a body of wisdom and guidance, it is sometimes thought of as a book— or more accurately, as two books—of knowledge.

The Major Arcana

These arcana (which means mysteries or secrets) represent the mysteries or secrets of the universe that reflect universal law. As such, they are the most complex cards in the deck and require more diligence to understand. Each of the Major Arcana cards, which are also often called trump cards, is illustrated with specific symbols or scenarios, which are basically the same in all decks, even though they may differ thematically according to the philosophy of the designer. Each of the Major Arcana cards has a title, such as The Magician, The Empress, The Lovers, The Moon, The Tower, and so forth. They are numbered from zero—The Fool—to twenty-one— The World. (In Chapter 12, the individual cards are discussed and interpreted in detail.)

As seems to be the case in most schools of thought, particularly those that have been around for a while, there is disagreement about many aspects of the Major Arcana. Some scholars and authors focus primarily on the numerical order of the cards (zero to twenty-one) contending that they form a system through which the development of an individual's life can be traced. Some interpreters have interjected psychological meanings into the Major Arcana, while others have viewed them as a representative of spiritual development and growth.

Sally Gearhart, in A Feminist Tarot, asserts that the various systems of organizing the Major Arcana came into being as a result of the oral tradition. People developed stories to help them remember the specific attributes of each card. In her opinion, it is easier to remember what the individual cards mean if we relate them to each other in groups.

The Major Arcana cards also describe a path to enlightenment—The Fool's Journey. Beginning with The Fool, which represents innocence and the initial step of the journey, and ending with The World, which signifies wisdom and completion, the twenty-two cards can be viewed as stages in the seeker's personal development. According to some schools of thought, they outline a course in initiation into the mysteries of life and the nature of the universe. (Chapter 8 examines this process and its significance in greater depth and detail.)

Fate and Universal Forces at Work

The cards in the Major Arcana represent forces beyond yourself and the limits of mundane, earthly human existence. Depending on your personal worldview, you could think of these forces as fate, god, goddess, cosmic, karma, or your own Higher Self. Whichever way you choose to see the energies or entities behind the cards, they indicate that something larger, outside yourself is operating and influencing you and the issue about which you are seeking advice.
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[There are] forces operating within that are capable of producing phenomenal results. That is, the power of your own suggestion starts the machinery into operation or causes the subconscious mind to begin its creative work [that] leads to belief, and once this belief becomes a deep conviction, things begin to happen.

—Claude M. Bristol, The Magic of Believing



When many trumps turn up in a reading, it's a signal that the situation is not entirely in your own hands or that you are not alone in the matter that concerns you. Spiritual or higher forces outside your control may be at work, perhaps guiding the outcome. Because these cards can be linked with archetypes, they may portray dimensions of greater significance that are influencing your situation.

A reading that contains more cards from the Major Arcana than from the Minor Arcana suggests that you may not have a great deal of choice in how your question or issue turns out. You might not be able to control what happens. In some cases, a predominance of trump cards shows that previous actions or decisions have set things in motion, and now you are being propelled toward the inevitable result.

The Major Arcana cards possess many different layers. As you work with them, these layers reveal themselves. It's a bit like digging into an archeological site. For example, on a strictly practical level, The Empress may be a direct reference to your mother or your desire to become a mother. On the mundane or worldly level, The Magician may refer to your desire to live a more creative life, to be more creative in your work. On the level of spiritual development, The Devil may indicate that it is time for you to throw off the obstacles that are preventing your living more fully and deeply, that you should tend to your soul needs rather than your material concerns.

Each individual unfolds according to his or her own inner blueprint. There's no hurrying the process, which ultimately takes place on its own time schedule. The cycles in life show you the patterns you are following and suggest new directions. (These are most clearly shown in the astrological chart, which is an excellent adjunct to the Tarot.) The Major Arcana can be a guide that helps us to explore universal concepts as they apply to our lives at any given moment.

The Minor Arcana

Most scholars agree that the Minor Arcana were added to the Major Arcana sometime in the fourteenth or fifteenth century. It is believed that this portion of the Tarot was originally used for fortune-telling, and that in earlier times, it was considered safe for nonadepts to have access to this part of the Tarot. The Minor Arcana consists of four suits of fourteen cards each: Wands, Pentacles, Swords, and Cups. Each suit contains four Court Cards (King, Queen, Knight, and Page) and ten number cards from Ace through Ten, also called pip cards.

Everyday Guidance

The Minor Arcana cards can be extremely accurate in answering questions about the here and now, as they refer to specific areas of everyday life and human experience. They do not describe spiritual growth per se, but each of the areas to which these cards refer can certainly be incorporated into a pattern of spiritual development. You don't need to search for some deep mystical meaning to attach to them, however.

To understand the Minor Arcana, it's important to realize that they serve as an adjunct to the Major Arcana—a sort of commentary within the context of the reading. This is not to imply that they have no real significance on their own, but rather that they are an integral part of the context of the entire reading. Their main function is to relate the readee (the person for whom the reading is being done) to the elements of the everyday world, which exist for all of us no matter how spiritual we are or how seriously we pursue a spiritual path.

Generally speaking, the cards of the Minor Arcana represent lesser, or mundane, lessons. They show the everyday concerns, situations, challenges, and achievements you experience in your personal life. As such, they also present advice and describe conditions and possibilities related to the subject of a reading.
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The Minor Arcana may seem less important, but they provide immediate information. Through the study of the Minor Arcana, you can observe the ongoing process of how you grow and develop.



When many (or all) of the cards in a reading come from the Minor Arcana, it's safe to say your future is in your own hands. Your decisions and actions will produce your future. You have the ability to control your destiny.

Real Life Situations and Solutions

As you begin to study the Minor Arcana, especially if you read different books on the subject, you will find a mixture of interpretations, some of which conflict with each other. Some experienced Tarot readers have developed their own unique views about the cards and their meanings. Your intuition plays a key role in interpreting the Minor Arcana, as will your own experiences with the cards. Take what you like from the “expert” information you read and leave the rest.

In time, you will begin to develop your own renderings of the cards, discovering by trial and error what works and what doesn't. Bear in mind that what works for one reader may not work for another, and that your own insights and experiences with the cards are just as valid as anyone else's.

As you explore the suits and the numbers and begin to test interpretations in actual readings, you will become aware of an overall system operating. It's kind of like learning to play the piano. You first have to learn the notes (symbols), then practice the scales to get familiar with fingering (readings), and then you begin to understand how the composer created a piece of music. In time, you may even write your own music.

Life Situations Represented by the Four Suits

In medieval times the four suits (usually called Wands, Pentacles, Swords, and Cups) represented the four main classes of people—the nobility, the clergy, the merchant class, and the working class. In today's society, there are correspondences—an elite, or old money, class is the nobility; today's version of the clergy has expanded to include the professions and academia; the merchant class includes businesses and people employed by corporate institutions; and those in blue collar or service positions are the working class.
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It is clear that civilization cannot evolve further until the occult is taken for granted on the same level as atomic energy.

—Colin Wilson, The Occult



These suits help us pinpoint the areas of life that need our attention, because each of the suits represents a distinct realm of activity, experience, and personal growth. When many cards of the same suit appear in a reading, it's a clear indication that the person consulting the Tarot is concerned about a particular area of life—or should be. A reading about a relationship will usually turn up several cards in the suit of Cups, whereas Pentacles are likely to predominate in a reading about finances. (See Chapter 5 for more information on the symbolism of the suits.)

Court Cards

In most decks, each suit contains fourteen cards, including four Court Cards. Usually these cards are called the King, Queen, Knight, and Page, although some designers use labels such as Knave, Prince, Princess, Lord, and Lady. The images on the Court Cards are usually quite similar to those on ordinary playing cards—straightforward illustrations of a King, a Queen, a Knight, and a Page. Though there may be some variation in costume or colors, depending upon the philosophical orientation of the deck's creator, sometimes the only way to differentiate the suits is to note the symbol of the suit—Cup, Sword, Wand, or Pentacle—which is usually held by the person on the card.
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In some cases, a King could represent a woman with the qualities of that particular King card. For example, the King of Pentacles could signify a strong, successful businesswoman.



The Court Cards often represent actual people in the life of the individual for whom a reading is being done, or they may personify the readee. They can also be used as Significators. (Significators are discussed in further detail in Chapter 10).

King

A king is a powerful ruler who exercises absolute authority over the territory he rules. He is, so to speak, at the top of the heap. Thus, the King of any suit represents a completion point: There's no higher position to attain. A cycle that began with the Ace has been completed, and it's now time to either consolidate your position or begin a new cycle. The level of the King is where you release and let go, complete old tasks, and prepare for a new and more fulfilling way of life. An example of this could be a man who is a highly placed corporate executive, who's reached the pinnacle of success in his field and made a lot of money, and who now decides that it's time to give back to the world. Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter is a good example of the person signified by the King in the Tarot.

Queen

The Queen is a mature woman who is also a ruler in her own right; she's not just the King's consort. As such, she represents a woman who embodies and expresses the feminine qualities of rulership, or leadership, most importantly the qualities of creativity and cooperation. She has developed skills and wisdom that come only through years of experience. With the Queen, you achieve a level of maturity and self-confidence. You know when to compromise and when to take a firm stand. You are not intimidated by any situation. Yet you remain able to grow and evolve, and you can be flexible through understanding.

The Queen may portray a mature, capable woman, an authority figure who is nurturing and understanding, or a mother image, sometimes the querent's real mother. In certain instances, a Queen card can refer to a man who has the qualities of the Queen—in other words, a man who is deeply attuned to his own feminine nature, such as an artist or a musician.

Knight

A Knight is someone who has been singled out and honored by the ruler for having performed valuable services. A Knight takes on responsibility to the Crown he serves. At the level of the Knight, you are fully aware of your path, and your aims are clear. You want to get on with it in the most direct way possible, not waste time on irrelevancies. You feel an intense sense of dedication—to a project, an idea, a person. You've taken risks and gotten yourself together for the task at hand, and you are focusing your energies totally toward accomplishing your goal, to make the risk worthwhile. This is a time of vertical thinking, for the point of our devotion is where the divine enters. The Knight, who is often considered a messenger or an agent of movement, can refer to a woman as well as to a man. The message the Knight carries or the movement he suggests corresponds to the suit to which the card belongs. The Knight of Wands, for instance, might indicate a message about a creative project or a trip taken for fun and adventure.

Page

The Page is a personal attendant of the royal family, often an errand boy (or girl). It's his or her job to serve in order to advance. The Page represents preparing yourself to succeed at something. It involves being willing to assume a subordinate role—as younger people often do—and to learn about commitment. The Page is about challenging yourself, developing your inner resources, and taking something to a greater stage of accomplishment. You may experience some hesitancy, or feel that you are not fully prepared for the task, but you still hope the situation will turn out as you anticipate.
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The Page cards can represent either sex, but they usually refer to a young person or a child who is involved in the experiences related to the suit to which the Page belongs. Pages can indicate messengers, students/apprentices, youths, or immature adults.



In addition to representing actual people in your life—family members, spouses or lovers, friends, coworkers, neighbors, etc—the Court Cards can symbolize influences in your environment. They can also refer to situations, conditions, or characteristics of the querent. Because our society today is more egalitarian than it was at the time the Tarot originated, it is possible to see a woman through a male card and vice versa. Here, feedback from the readee can help you to identify the person to whom a Court Card is referring.

The Numbered Cards

Each suit also includes an Ace, which is considered to be the One card, followed by cards numbered Two through Ten. Also known as pip cards, these combine the qualities of the suit with those of the number.

Interpretations of the Minor Arcana are likely to vary, according to the worldview and intentions of the deck's designer. Some writers of books on the Tarot pay little attention to the Minor Arcana; others approach them mainly from the perspective of numerology. In many decks, the pip cards do not display any scenarios to suggest the card's meaning but merely show the corresponding number of the suit symbol. For example, the Three of Cups may simply depict three cups, without any storytelling imagery.
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Pythagoras, a famous Greek philosopher, metaphysician, and mathematician, pursued the mystical significance of numbers as a science in the sixth century B.C.E. He studied numbers for their mathematical qualities and taught that each number contained specific mystical significance. In Pythagoras's philosophy, numbers were an expression of the fundamental laws of the universe.



Although five hundred years' worth of Tarot students and masters have produced some agreement on the meanings of the Minor Arcana cards, there is also a good deal of disagreement, and sometimes the pictures on the cards tell a different story than would be indicated by the combination of number and suit. The Eight of Cups in the Waite deck, for example, shows a man walking away from eight cups, which suggests leaving a relationship or emotional situation behind. However, the number Eight connotes sincerity, abundance, and achievement, so drawing this card would suggest success in matters of the heart. Therefore, you may prefer to base interpretations of the pip cards on the number rather than on any particular illustration—unless, of course, your intuition hooks into the picture and it reveals something.

The Minor Arcana and Playing Cards

By now you've undoubtedly noticed the similarities between an ordinary deck of playing cards and the Minor Arcana. The Court Cards, with the exception of the Page, are virtually the same as the King, Queen, and Jack in a poker deck. The Ace and numbered cards, too, echo a deck of playing cards, although in the Tarot the Ace represents a beginning and is never a high card.

The four suits divide the Minor Arcana, just as they do a poker deck. Some people believe that Wands equate to Clubs, Swords to Spades, Cups to Hearts, and Pentacles to Diamonds. It's even possible to do readings with regular playing cards, though of course the cosmic, spiritual factors indicated by the Major Arcana cards will be missing.

Many researchers believe that our present-day playing cards evolved from the Minor Arcana cards. It's also likely that in earlier times, the Minor Arcana were used as a type of game and were added to the Major Arcana to form the two books that exist today. Perhaps the only Major Arcana card to make its way into our modern playing cards is The Fool, whom we see depicted as the Joker.


Chapter 2
Exploring the Tarot

The Tarot is a powerful tool, but it must be used properly and with respect, not only for the knowledge it contains but for its ability to connect with the deepest recesses of the human psyche. Although the Tarot can be successfully used to answer mundane or practical questions, its highest value is as a guide to developing your intuition, which in turn leads to spiritual development.

A Tool for Divination

Imagine this scenario: You need information about the future ramifications of a decision regarding a major life change. It could involve your career, your marriage, a relocation, a pregnancy, or someone close to you. Instead of worrying and wondering—or swinging back and forth between two alternatives—you simply take out your Tarot cards (or you consult a professional reader).

Preferably, you have a special private place where you can be quiet and alone. Before using your cards, you take a few moments to relax completely according to your preferred method, slowly allowing your conscious mind to sink to the deep level of your inner nonconscious mind. While holding your cards, or shuffling them, you formulate a succinct question about the situation for which you are seeking counsel. Calmly, you feel this question becoming a part of your entire being. Then you lay out your cards in a predetermined spread and voilà—the answer to your question is right there before you!
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Believe it or not, you already have the innate ability to get the answers you want. The Tarot, or any other physical tool, simply enables you to focus your intuition, the part of you that already knows the right answer. The Tarot cards are simply a convenient way to get at the inner truth of the situation.



Sound impossible? It isn't. Right now, today, you have this power. The problem is that you don't know you have it, and you don't know how to use it. But in fact your nonconscious mind is already programmed to give you the answers you seek and need—once you know the correct keys to press to access the vast resources of information already in your mental software. That's where and why the Tarot can help.

The answers will amaze you. The Tarot has the ability to reach right around surface problems and get to the root of the situation. So often we displace what is really bothering us onto a simpler issue. For example, a woman may come to a reading saying she wants advice about whether or not to go into business for herself. However, when the cards are laid out, the references are all to the state of her marriage. This could be puzzling if you aren't fully aware of the uncanny ability of the cards to get at the heart of the matter, regardless of the actual question.

When asked about her marriage, the woman bursts into tears and says that the only reason she is thinking of quitting her job and going into business for herself is as an escape route from a difficult marriage. She figures setting up her own business will require every minute of her time and every ounce of her energy, effectively removing her from participation in her marriage. After the reading, she understands that if she is ready to make progress in her life, she must face and resolve her marriage issue. Her nonconscious mind knew all along what the root of the problem was, and its promptings had directed her to come for a reading, which cut through her avoidance of the real problem.

Tapping Your Intuition

The word psychic evokes conflicting and sometimes negative emotions. Fear of the unknown and of those who supposedly can manipulate hidden forces has led many people to believe all things connected with the sixth sense—including divination tools such as the Tarot—are dangerous. This is simply nonsense. Intuition is a basic component we all possess from the start, an innate sense like sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. Children, in fact, often exhibit astonishing feats of intuition, perhaps because no one has told them yet it is wrong or weird to be able to access direct knowing.

Everyone is psychic, to one degree or another. Naturally, as in all of the arts—and divination is an art—talent is a factor, and some people are naturally more talented than others. The beauty of the Tarot, however, is that the more you work with it, the more adept you become. Therefore, the first requirement in using Tarot is to take it—and yourself—seriously, and to keep an open mind. Fear will block results, so will a frivolous attitude.

Humans are only at the beginning stages of discovering our almost unlimited capabilities. Scientists say that we use, at best, only 10 percent of the brain's capacity—and that's when we are being especially productive. Most of us jog along in our daily lives using only about 5 percent, or even less. Can you imagine what would happen if we all used substantially more of our innate intuitive ability? What problems we could solve, what progress we could make!

One of France's most eminent brain specialists, Dr. Frederic Tilney puts it bluntly: “We will, by conscious command, evolve cerebral centers which will permit us to use powers that we now are not even capable of imagining.” Not only New Age practitioners like Tarot card readers are aware of this, but scientists, educators, theologians, and psychologists as well know that the potential for the human race is, in the words of paleoanthropologist and environmentalist Dr. Richard Leakey, “almost infinite.”
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In 1909, Arthur Edward Waite commissioned artist and dramatist Pamela Colman Smith to illustrate a Tarot deck. It was published as The Pictorial Key to the Tarot and became famous in its own time.



Releasing your mental potential is a little like being the conductor of a great orchestra, except that you are also all of the instruments. The conscious mind is the conductor, whose job is to get all the parts going in concert, in harmony. Most people have heard of the right-brain and left-brain. The so-called left-brain rules your analytical, rational thinking while the right-brain presides over nonverbal, imaginative thinking. The challenge is to learn to blend all your parts into one harmonious whole, to allow each one to interact with and enhance the others. In this endeavor, the Tarot is an excellent method of integration.

By focusing the conscious mind on the question and on the spread of cards, the intuitive self is engaged. Designed to draw on your own innate clairvoyance, the Tarot acts as a catalyst to produce information you need. It provides clues to self-awareness, especially things you may have hidden from yourself. Because the Tarot is specific and detailed, it allows the left-brain and the right-brain to interact smoothly, the way a navigator directs a pilot. Once we understand that two sides of the brain are better than one, we are in a position to tap into the reserves of the mind for any purpose we wish.

As you begin your study of the cards, let them speak directly to your inner self. Tune in to what you feel about each card. The interpretations given in this book are useful, but they are not carved in stone. You are free to be creative in how you use the cards. The cards in a spread act as a template, or a field, through which information flows. You must, of course, first learn the standard meanings of each individual card before you can see a whole, a gestalt, within a spread. The more you practice, the better you will get at sensing which meaning is appropriate.

Early Tarot Decks

No one knows exactly where or when the Tarot originated. Evidence suggests that seventy-eight-card Tarot decks much like the ones we're familiar with today, such as the beautiful fifteenth-century Visconti-Sforza deck, may have been used in Italy and France during the Renaissance for telling fortunes. During this period, the nobility in Milan used the Tarot for gaming and gambling.

It's believed that the first Tarot decks contained only the Major Arcana; the Minor Arcana were added later. Early packs portrayed people solely on the Major Arcana and Court cards. The numbered or pip cards showed only the suit's symbol—Cups, Swords, Wands, or Pentacles—in the corresponding quantity (One through Ten). Some, such as the Visconti-Sforza deck, didn't even include labels on the Major Arcana cards—perhaps because novices were discouraged from doing readings and adepts would recognize the symbolism without needing labels.

Storytelling Decks

Storytelling images were added to the basic symbolism of the Minor Arcana cards in the first part of the twentieth century. Many of the most popular decks today, including the Waite deck and the Thoth Tarot, developed during this period. Instead of merely showing the appropriate number of symbols (Cups, Swords, Wands, or Pentacles) on the numbered cards, these decks portrayed activities or scenarios that described, through the language of pictures, the cards' meanings. People were depicted in relationship to the number of objects representing the suit.

These images made it easier to understand the meanings of the individual cards. For example, the vivid illustration on the Three of Swords—three swords stuck through a large red heart—certainly does convey a strong sense of heartache and suffering. However, some experts say the pip cards were illustrated as a memory aid rather than as an attempt to interpret the cards in a specific way.
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If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would appear to man as it is, infinite. For man has closed himself up, till he see all things thro' narrow chinks in his cavern.

—William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell



One problem with specific illustrations, though, is that they may cause confusion. In some cases, an illustration may seem contradictory both to the meaning of the suit involved and to the number being represented. The graphic portrayals may also limit individual interpretation and free association. Not everyone interprets the cards in exactly the same way, of course, and the meanings can vary depending on the question asked. It's usually best to trust your own intuitive responses and to use the images on the cards as guides or prompts rather than as rigid definitions.

The Rider-Waite Deck

Since its introduction in 1909, the Rider-Waite deck (which is also sometimes called the Waite deck) has been one of the most influential and popular Tarot decks. The deck was illustrated by Pamela Colman Smith, a theatrical designer, artist, writer, and member of the occult Order of the Golden Dawn. The deck expresses Smith's knowledge of magick (spelled with a k to distinguish it from stage illusion and magic tricks) and mysticism. Guided by Arthur Edward Waite, she produced a series of seventy-eight allegorical paintings that included storytelling images on the Minor Arcana as well as the Major Arcana cards. Unfortunately, the innovative deck, which broke away from the standard Tarot designs that had been used for centuries, bears the names of Waite and sometimes that of its publisher, William Rider and Son, instead of Smith's.

More than six million Waite Tarot decks are now in print. Smith's original images have spawned numerous variations over the years, including the popular Universal Waite deck, brightly recolored by Mary Hanson-Roberts. Today you can buy miniature versions, oversized versions, and even glow-in-the-dark versions of the Waite deck. This classic deck is widely used to illustrate books about the Tarot, including this one, and as a teaching tool for beginning diviners.

The Crowley Thoth Deck

Another innovative and influential Tarot deck emerged during the early part of the twentieth century, birthed by a collaboration between the notorious British occultist Aleister Crowley and Lady Frieda Harris. Known as the Crowley Thoth deck, it features dramatic artwork, vivid colors, and striking imagery. The deck contains many Kabbalistic, magickal, and astrological symbols, as described in The Book of Thoth, which Crowley authored—hence the name of the deck. Like the Waite deck, the Thoth deck has been reproduced in different variations and translated into numerous languages.

The Encyclopedias of Tarot

For more than a quarter century, Stuart Kaplan, head of U.S. Games Systems, Inc., has been compiling encyclopedias of Tarot. A long-time enthusiast and collector, Kaplan has cataloged more than 1,500 different decks, dating back to the fifteenth century. The beautiful four-volume set contains more than 25,000 card illustrations, along with extensive information about the development of the oracle since the Renaissance. Hundreds of as yet unpublished decks as well as rare and unique cards, including many from Kaplan's own collection, are featured in these encyclopedias. Exhaustive bibliographies, methods for dating antique cards, examinations of styles and techniques, artists' biographies, and other information make these volumes essential reference texts for collectors, dealers, and fans of the Tarot.
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U.S. Games Systems, Inc., is the largest publisher and distributor of Tarot decks. In addition to card packs, the company carries an extensive selection of Tarot books and divination decks based on systems other than the Tarot.



Variations in Terminology and Numbering

If you examine several different Tarot decks, you'll probably notice that they don't all use the same terminology. For instance, Wands may be called Rods or Staves in some decks. Cups are sometimes named Chalices, and Pentacles might appear as Coins or Discs.

Figures in the Major Arcana often go by various names, too. The Hierophant, High Priest, Pope, and Jupiter are all names for trump five. In his Thoth Tarot, Crowley switched the names and the order of some Major Arcana cards. Instead of Strength, he gave us a card called Lust. The familiar Temperance card became Art in Crowley's deck, and Judgment was replaced with Aeon. The designers of some new decks take great liberties, renaming many of the cards and ordering them to suit their own purposes.

Some decks rearrange the numerical order of the cards. Strength and Justice (trumps eight and eleven), for example, are sometimes reversed.

These unique approaches show the inherent flexibility that exists within the structure of the Tarot, which like any esoteric system of knowledge is enriched by diversity.

Recent Developments

The twenty-first century confronts us with unprecedented opportunities and conundrums, many of which have no easy answers. During times of transformation, when we must face challenges, make decisions, or change our familiar ways of doing things, oracles can serve as road maps on the journey into unknown territory. Sometimes they are our only guides. The Tarot and other divination aids shine light into the darkness to help us see where we are going.

It's no surprise, then, that oracles and other tools for transformation have gained popularity in recent years. Tarot sales have increased markedly since the turn of the millennium, and new products are continually being introduced into the marketplace.

As enthusiasm for the Tarot continues to expand, imaginative artists are interpreting the oracle in original and distinctive ways. Some alter the usual twenty-two-card Major Arcana and fifty-six-card Minor Arcana decks by adding a few extra cards or providing a blank so users can customize their decks. Others blend two or more divination systems. One World Tarot, for instance, combines Tarot with astrology. Tarot of the Sephiroth blends Kabbalah and the Tarot. The Celtic Dragon Tarot, Animal-Wise Tarot, the Unicorn Tarot, Australian Animal Tarot deck, and Tarot of the Cat People incorporate animals or mystical beasts into their imagery.
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