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• INTRODUCTION •

The scene was a third-grade classroom in Springfield, Missouri, where an eight-year-old youngster was finding it hard to concentrate—his beloved Cardinals were playing the Yankees in the World Series that afternoon.

Knowing his teacher wasn’t a baseball fan, the wily student pulled one of the time-honored stunts out of the bag—he suddenly announced he was ill and had to go home. The teacher sent the pupil to the office, where his mother was called, and she dutifully reported to take him home.

Ah, the kid thought, there’s the couch and the television. The game is about to start . . . this is going to be perfect, if the Cardinals could only find a way to win.

I was the kid, of course, and I already knew on that October day in 1964 that my love affair with the Cardinals was going to grow. Ken Boyer was my hero, and I spent many an afternoon and early evening in the backyard pretending to be Boyer while the voices of Jack Buck and Harry Caray brought the games to life.

My mother knew how much I cared about baseball and the Cardinals, but she also was a teacher and librarian. And when she found out I had faked being sick for the sole purpose of coming home to watch the game, my bubble was burst. Off to bed I went, banned not only from watching the game but also from listening to it on the radio.

I probably cried a lot that day—my memory of that has faded. What I am sure of is that was the day I decided what I wanted to be when I grew up—a sports-writer, covering the Cardinals, where it would be my job to watch the team play.

Some kids don’t ever get to live their dreams, but I did. Those third-grade tears dried, and the Cardinals have since played in five World Series, and I had the fortune of covering three of them in my job as a reporter, first for United Press International and then for the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

The Cardinals, I found out, had the same effect on a lot of other people throughout the Midwest as they had on me. When they won, your food tasted a little better and the sun looked a little brighter. When they lost, the entire day wasn’t the same.

As I learned about the history of the franchise and the players who made it legendary, I knew the Cardinals were unique in sports. The list of Hall-of-Famers who starred over the years is long, topped by Stan Musial.

There also is a virtual endless list of fans who have passed their love of the Cardinals down to their children, and their children’s children. I am proud to say my two boys, B.J. and Mike, are included in that group.

My oldest son entered the third grade this fall. He may love baseball even more than I did at his age. There is one difference, however. He can’t fake being sick to come home to watch the World Series, because the games aren’t played in the daytime anymore. The reason he doesn’t watch all of the games is that they end too late at night, but that’s a story for another time and place.
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