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PRAISE FOR



CHOOSE FREEDOM


“Bruce Eberle has written the book I’ve been searching for! In fact, I’m going to give copies to a few young friends so that they will understand why it’s an incredible blessing to be an American. Bruce beautifully demonstrates how the principles of America’s Founders are just as important today as they were to the founding of our great free republic.”


—REBECCA HAGELIN, AUTHOR AND COLUMNIST


“This book is an indispensable resource for any student interested in becoming a stronger conservative and better leader. We’ll use it extensively with the next generation of conservative women students we’re preparing to lead America”


—MICHELLE EASTON, PRESIDENT, CLARE BOOTHE LUCE CENTER FOR CONSERVATIVE WOMEN


“Choose Freedom is addressed to students, yet a compelling read for every American.”


—RON ROBINSON, PRESIDENT EMERITUS, YOUNG AMERICA’S FOUNDATION


“The oldest two of my four daughters recently began asking serious questions about government and policy. Choose Freedom is a great presentation of real history and current events. This book is well timed to inform and equip my daughters (and others) for the task at hand. Thank you, Bruce!”


—BILL MEIER, PRESIDENT AND CEO, KINGDOM WORKERS


“Choose Freedom is the right book for encouraging young conservatives in high school and college to get involved in the Conservative movement. Give one to a young person today.”


—ALAN GOTTLIEB, FOUNDER, CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS, SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION


“Bruce Eberle’s latest book, Choose Freedom, not only tells the story of the modern Conservative movement but also explains why conservatives and so-called ‘progressives’ disagree on virtually every issue. Choose Freedom is a hopeful book and a must-read for every high school and college student, as well as every American who cherishes freedom and the exceptional legacy of our Founding Fathers.”


—GARY BAUER, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN VALUES


“It seems that more and more the fundamental philosophy of the founding is being lost in American education today, and Bruce Eberle here has written a great and necessary correction, calling attention to the need to cultivate virtue, faith, and duty and to understand how good government and policy flow from those things. Bruce issues a call to America’s youth to restore the spirit of the founding to today’s society and government.”


—DR. AARON PALMER, CHAIRMAN, SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, WISCONSIN LUTHERAN COLLEGE


“Want to save this country from Karl Marx and his acolytes? Read Choose Freedom with the author’s simple and convincing solution: a return to God, the Founding Fathers, and the Constitution.”


—ALLAN RYSKIND, FORMER EDITOR OF HUMAN EVENTS, ATTENDEE AT SHARON CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 9–11, 1960


“I love the book! So many times when I read conservative columnists, they just tell me things I’ve read a dozen times elsewhere. But in your book, I find myself over and over again thinking, ‘I didn’t know that.’”


—MIKE HIBAN, PRESIDENT, OMEGA LIST COMPANY


“When someone with Bruce Eberle’s amazing reputation writes a book, we should all give pause and read. The topics and principles that he discusses are eternal and have great value, especially in these difficult and challenging political times. We would all do well to hear his wisdom on freedom, virtue, liberty in the economy, and the great need for all of us who cherish this freedom to stand up and defend it! I hope you enjoy this book and appreciate the author and the principles discussed as much as I do.”


—EDUARDO BOLSONARO, MEMBER OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES OF BRAZIL


“Your book is an eloquent clarion cry to push back and expose the imminent threat of socialism with its dangerous, false façade, which threatens the very founding principles of America. Choose Freedom is so historically and thoroughly researched with marvelous references and quotes of extraordinary examples of conservatism—its leaders, ideals, practices, principles, and precepts.”


—DR. JOSEPH LAM, PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER, WORLD CHILDREN’S FUND


“Choose Freedom tells an old, fundamental story about society and faith: how Christian faith undergirds politics and what happens in society when faith wanes.”


—CARTER WRENN, NORTH CAROLINA DIRECTOR, REAGAN FOR PRESIDENT 1976


“Know what you believe and why you believe it? Bruce Eberle’s essential book helps young people answer this most important question!”


—BECKY NORTON DUNLOP, RONALD REAGAN DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, HERITAGE FOUNDATION


“Choose Freedom is a clarion call for a new generation of leaders in this movement. Eberle shows the way yet again.”


—BRENT BOZELL, FOUNDER, MEDIA RESEARCH CENTER


“Bruce Eberle’s book is a remarkable compendium of the issues challenging America today and a compelling ‘call to action’ for a new generation of Americans whose future and freedom depend on their action. I highly recommend it.”


—JAMES LACY, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM, 1978–1983


“God gave us the precious gift of freedom, and Bruce Eberle provides the owner’s manual that helps us understand the magnificence of His offering. Choose Freedom is a marvelous work, not only for its authoritative history but because the author has a deep and deserved faith in high school and college students who bear the responsibility for defending freedom and bestowing it on future generations. This book will restore your hope for America’s future.”


—TOM KILGANNON, PRESIDENT, FREEDOM ALLIANCE


“Choose Freedom should be read by every promising and literate mind in our high schools and colleges. It’s blunt. It’s honest. It takes no prisoners.”


—RON DOCKSAI, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM, 1969–1975


“In Choose Freedom Bruce demonstrates that freedom is what has made America the greatest country in human history. The book eloquently describes the blessings that freedom has given us, the growing threats to our freedom, and what we must do to save and preserve it.”


—JAMES ROBERTS, FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT, RADIO AMERICA


“Bruce Eberle articulately and succinctly elucidates the perennial options between which we must each choose. In the end, we side with the Gnostic dreamers whose vision of heaven on earth justifies a lust for power and glorification of the state or we link arms with the conservatives who understand that man is bestowed with God-given rights and an inherent yearning to fulfill a just and virtuous life on earth before an everlasting judgment. Choose Freedom provides the key that will unlock the truth for a new generation of Americans seeking a genuine understanding of human nature and the laws that govern the universe.”


—CHRISTOPHER LONG, PRESIDENT, INTERCOLLEGIATE STUDIES INSTITUTE (2011–2016) AND NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM (1986–1988)


“Choose Freedom highlights the biblical and moral core of true conservatism, written by one of its most respected leaders.”


—WILLIAM OLSON, CONSTITUTIONAL ATTORNEY


“Choose Freedom provides a thought-provoking and alternative view regarding the virtues of freedom at a critical moment in time for our blessed country.”


—DR. DANIEL W. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT, WISCONSIN LUTHERAN COLLEGE
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FOREWORD



YEARS AGO, I visited Ronald Reagan Elementary School in New Berlin, Wisconsin, on the president’s birthday. The school officials asked me to share my thoughts on why I admired our fortieth president.


In addition to talking about Reagan’s character and leadership, I also mentioned some of his successful accomplishments. As you would imagine, talking about tax policy with a roomful of fifth graders was not easy. So, I tried to connect in terms they would understand at their age.


I asked the students to think about going over to their grandparents’ house to do some chores—like raking leaves. When they finish, their grandparents give them each $10 for their work. But when they return home, their parents take $7 from them for “room and board.”


One of the fifth graders yelled out, “That’s not fair!” Another shouted out, “Why would we even work?” Even in elementary school, these young people understood the fundamentals of a free-market economy versus the oppressive taxation needed for government-run socialism.


As conservatives, we too often think and talk with our heads. Liberals tend to think and talk with their hearts. We should not concede the logic of our minds but share it in ways that have an emotional appeal.


Young people today are drawn to fairness and authenticity. Bruce Eberle makes a compelling case to Choose Freedom using authentic examples that promote true fairness. He understands that we are created equal with certain unalienable rights given to us by God, not the government. The fundamental role of government is to protect these rights.


Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream that his “four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” Eberle rightly notes that radicals are turning that dream upside down with programs that judge people based on their race like critical race theory (CRT) and the 1619 Project. Race is but one of the many important topics covered in Choose Freedom.


As a young man, Eberle was drawn to the fundamental truths laid out in the Sharon Statement. This is the founding document of Young Americans for Freedom, adopted by the students who gathered at the home of William F. Buckley Jr. in 1960. Their inspiration came from the founding document of our beloved republic—the Declaration of Independence.


In addition to describing the foundation of the Conservative movement, Eberle covers a wide range of issues facing society, and particularly young people, today. In each example, he spells out the difference between those of us who put our faith in the individual, family, and ultimately God versus those who put their faith in the government and the elites who run it.


For young people, the contrast could not be clearer.


Those on the Left put their faith in the government. They want to tell you what to do, when to do it, and how to do it. They think they know better than you.


We put our faith in you. As long as you don’t threaten our health and safety or that of our neighbor, we believe that you should be able to do your own thing, live your own life, and pursue your own dreams.


History is filled with failed regimes based on socialism, communism, and Marxism. Their false prophets promised power to the people, but most end up in poverty with control in the hands of the elite. It failed for those living in the former Soviet Union and those under Soviet influence in the past. And it is failing in places like Cuba and Venezuela today.


In America, Marxism was not successful because we do not live in a class-based society. Ronald Reagan spent most of his childhood in Dixon, Illinois, living in five different homes rented by his family. He went to a local college, then worked as a radio announcer before heading to Hollywood to be a second-tier actor. Yet he became one of the most consequential leaders of the twentieth century, proving that class is not a barrier to success in our country.


Unfortunately, Marxists are making another run in America these days. Instead of just focusing on income, they seek to divide us based on race, sex, and gender. As president of Young America’s Foundation, I see it frequently with students on campus and even in schools. Those on the Left are the ones seeking division—pitting one group against another in our country.


Colleges, once havens for free thought and expression, have put up some of the most significant roadblocks to free speech for conservative students and speakers on campuses across the nation. Amazingly, even things like putting up flags for each of the 2,977 innocent victims of the attacks on September 11, 2001, are now considered divisive and blocked at many schools.


It has been said that if colleges and universities were to close again, it would do more to stop the spread of communism than of COVID. Ironically, communist officials in other countries routinely suppress freedom of speech for their political opponents. Sadly, we are seeing that in American culture today.


Radicals engaged in a long-term plan to take over the institutions of higher education. They then moved on to overtake the teachers’ unions and seek control of the government-run schools. Woke thought has even made it into private schools. They dominate traditional media, culture, and social media. The only thing keeping them from total domination is that we have the truth on our side.


As conservatives, our counter to the radical Left should be talking about our love for America. We love this country so much that—regardless of age, race, sex, ethnicity, religious beliefs, income, or age—we want the same liberties and opportunity available to them that was passed on to us by previous generations.


Simply put, we Choose Freedom.


—SCOTT WALKER, GOVERNOR OF WISCONSIN, 2011–2019





PREFACE



WHEN I JOINED YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM in 1962 it gave me an opportunity to be part of a great cause: the cause of defending and preserving freedom. This book is about choosing freedom over socialism, a choice that your generation must make. I wrote it as my way of passing along the joy of loving and understanding the foundational principles of a free society. My goal is to help you not only appreciate the freedom you have inherited as an American citizen but also embrace it, enjoy it, and take an active role in preserving it for yourself and for those who come after you.


I believe your generation has within its power the ability to not only preserve and protect the freedom we enjoy in this great country but also to pass the torch of freedom to those generations yet unborn. I have every confidence that you, like those freedom lovers who preceded you, will rise to this challenge and successfully repel the efforts of those among us to seduce your generation into believing the phantom promises of socialism.


Those who subscribe to an anti-freedom, far-Left ideology seek to replace free speech with censorship that leads to tyranny and despotism. They call themselves progressives, but the only “progress” they seek is to grow the power of government and limit your freedom and opportunity. Progressives want government to look after you, care for you, and make decisions for you from cradle to grave. They want you to choose hatred based on the color of a person’s skin rather than love for and harmony with your fellow Americans. They want you to embrace an Orwellian state instead of the individual freedom bequeathed to you by America’s Founders. They want you to choose socialist subservience rather than free enterprise and opportunity.


But I have good news. While those in today’s Progressive movement insist that their ideas are ascendant, they are actually in decline, as evidenced by their acts of desperation and panic, as well as by their rejection by the American people. Yes, the anti-freedom Progressive movement is still powerful, well-funded, and intent on eliminating and replacing the fundamental principles of individual freedom upon which this nation was founded. But I believe your generation—young adults of all races and ethnic backgrounds—seeks freedom and opportunity, not the regimentation and economic misery that socialism always brings. However, you and I must remember that if you don’t truly cherish freedom and defend it, but instead take it for granted, it will disappear quickly. As Ronald Reagan reminded us,


Freedom is a fragile thing and it’s never more than one generation away from extinction. It is not ours by way of inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly by each generation.1


Just as those who founded Young Americans for Freedom sought to pass their love of liberty along to future generations, it is up to you and your generation to pass along the principles and the love of freedom to the generations that follow you. This is your opportunity, your challenge, and your time, just as it was for America’s Founders and for those who began the modern Conservative movement in the early 1960s. Now is your time to advance the cause of liberty in this God-blessed land.


It starts with truth and honesty, as George Washington said in his Farewell Address on September 19, 1796, after serving two terms as our first president:


I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best policy.2


Indeed, without honesty and truth undergirded by faith in God, our nation will not prosper and survive. I remember listening to my father and mother talk about God and country and the importance of government being small and letting each American be free to live their own life as they chose. Each evening after finishing our dinner, my two brothers and I were expected to sit quietly and listen to Fulton Lewis Jr. on the radio. His program was broadcast Monday through Friday over the Mutual Broadcasting System, then the largest radio network in the United States. Lewis, who was the Rush Limbaugh of his time, reflected the conservative views of my parents and their love for this land of freedom.


I mention this because the love of freedom as personified by the Conservative movement didn’t really begin with William F. Buckley Jr., with his founding of National Review, or even with the founding of Young Americans for Freedom. In fact, it has really existed in a continuous line of Americans since George Washington and the Founders who understood and championed the important idea of limited government being essential to the preservation of liberty.


Fulton Lewis Jr. championed that idea when I was young, and Rush Limbaugh carried its banner into the twenty-first century. After the death of Buckley, Rush was rightly recognized as the philosophical leader of America’s Conservative freedom movement. Now that Rush is gone, Ben Shapiro and others serve in that role, explaining and promoting the same ideas that motivated our Founders to create the first true republic, the first truly free society in the history of the world.


Of course, the foundation of freedom, the rule of law and limited government, can be traced back to England. And free markets can be traced back to the Pilgrims and their leaders, William Bradford and John Winthrop, who landed in 1620 at Plymouth Rock. Ronald Reagan spoke often of Winthrop’s view of America3 as a “shining city on a hill,”4 seeing this vision of America not only as it was for Winthrop and the Pilgrims, but also for Americans of our times. That vision was also a major theme of President Reagan’s Farewell Address to the American people (see Appendix A, page 187).


The free-market principles and the emphasis placed on the need for public virtue by Bradford and Winthrop, as well as the Founders of our Republic, were critical to the success of our free society. It is that foundation upon which today’s modern Conservative movement is built. God willing, each generation, including yours, will not only stay true to that foundation but also make its own imprint upon it in ways that will preserve and advance liberty in your lifetime and beyond.


Some would say that the Conservative movement is divided into two camps: an intellectual side that is concerned with understanding and propagating the fundamental principles of freedom, not only on campuses but also in think tanks and in the pages of conservative publications, websites, and books; and the other generally defined as the activist side, those who focus primarily on the advancement of conservative principles in all spheres of society, including campus activism, and in the political arena. However, it would be inaccurate to suggest that those who focus primarily on the intellectual sphere are uninterested in the application of conservative principles in society and in politics, just as it would be inaccurate to say that those who think of themselves as activists have no interest in having a deep understanding of the principles that are necessary for a free society to exist. Those who identify themselves as activist conservatives but do not fully understand the foundational principles of a free society easily succumb to undertaking projects and supporting policies that are not conservative at all. Similarly, those intellectual conservatives who have no understanding of how policy is implemented are ineffectual at best.


It is my hope that you will not only gain a deep understanding of the principles that animated America’s Founders but also of today’s Conservative movement. But, more than just an understanding of those principles, I hope that you will follow those principles when you consider policies, ideas, and candidates for public office, regardless of their political party. I hope you will be a principled American first, last, and always before loyalty to a political party. Remember, political parties are simply political vehicles that have been created for the practical purpose of winning elections. Candidates may be conservative or progressive, but historically, political parties bend with the winds of public opinion.


Individual conservatives and progressives work though political parties and endeavor to make them bend to their beliefs, but conservative youth groups like Young Americans for Freedom, Campus Reform, the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, and Turning Point USA steer clear of political endorsements, overt political activity, and direct political activism. Nevertheless, their individual members are often engaged in political activity supporting conservative causes and conservative candidates. Neither political party has always nominated presidential candidates (or candidates for other offices) who stayed true to the small-government, pro-freedom vision of America’s Founders. Moreover, the idea of preserving individual freedom and sustaining a free society must not be limited to politics or even primarily focused on it. It must be spread to the academy, to literature, to our culture, and throughout the fabric of America if your generation is to preserve freedom for yourself and future generations. That’s what today’s Conservative movement, America’s freedom movement, is all about.


In politics, as I have experienced in my own lifetime, political leaders have too often failed to heed the wise words of George Washington in his Farewell Address to avoid foreign allegiances, but they have instead foolishly engaged in wars that were not in the best or just interests of the United States. Presidents have misguidedly acquiesced to demands that the U.S. act as policeman to the world. Democrat and Republican presidents have engaged in ghastly deficit spending and have gone far beyond the enumerated powers of the United States Constitution. It is good, even important, to be involved in politics, but remember, the Conservative cause and its principles stand firm while politicians sway with the political winds. In reality, the Conservative movement is about committed individuals who understand and appreciate the necessary order, structure, and composition of a free society and apply those elements to government today.


You and I need to understand the bedrock upon which the principles held by America’s Founders stand. It is the same foundation upon which the principles of today’s Conservative movement stand. We could simply refer to these principles and values as common sense, and that would be true. But it is far more accurate and important to understand that these principles, these eternal verities are derived from God. It is the embrace of godly wisdom that is the unshakable link from America’s Founders to today’s Conservative movement.


That reliance on God and the moral values enumerated in the Ten Commandments is not only recognized in our Declaration of Independence but also in the Sharon Statement adopted by the hundred student leaders who formed Young Americans for Freedom over September 9–11, 1960, on the grounds of the Buckley estate in Sharon, Connecticut.


In 2015 The New York Times recognized the Sharon Statement as a “seminal document” of the Conservative Movement, and it is widely regarded by historians and thought leaders as one of the most important declarations in the history of American conservatism.5


Neither the Declaration nor the Sharon Statement were perfect for the obvious reason that they were written by imperfect humans; yet even with their failings,6 the young conservatives who gathered at Sharon captured the essential limited government philosophy that was necessary to preserve a free society. National Review publisher William Rusher, who was present as a senior Conservative observer at the founding of Young Americans for Freedom, said of the Sharon Statement:


Nowhere else, for many years, did anyone attempt so succinctly and comprehensively, let alone so successfully, to describe what modern conservatism was all about.7


And, since it can be argued that the formation of Young Americans for Freedom was the founding organization of the modern Conservative movement, in this book I pay close attention to the Sharon Statement as it applies to the current challenges our nation faces.


In addition to providing the historical background of the beginning of the Conservative movement, I have endeavored to elaborate on where the Conservative movement stands on important issues of the day and why conservatives take those positions. Similarly, I have provided information on the founding of the American Progressive movement in the 1890s and where their ideology has taken them. But, perhaps most important, I have pointed out the fatal error of progressivism and why that misunderstanding means that Conservatives and Liberals will always be at loggerheads on each and every policy and issue. It is this fatal flaw that has led progressivism to keep moving leftward, away from fundamental truth and godly wisdom.


It is important for me to point out that when I use the term “progressive” in this book I am referring to dedicated leftists who used that term for self-identification beginning in the late 1800s and do so again today. I am not referring to those who may have been duped into supporting progressive candidates and their programs because they have heard only one side of the story in the classroom, online, or in corporate media. Those who have fallen for the false progressive narrative and do not understand its consequences are not true progressives; they are well-meaning, yet mistaken and uninformed. Many of them can be persuaded to accept the wisdom of America’s Founders if we patiently take the time to lead them in that direction. They, too, can become freedom lovers and defenders.


I should also point out that this book is not intended to be a full and comprehensive presentation of each and every aspect of today’s Conservative movement or of the Progressive movement. Nor will it necessarily reflect the views of every leader of today’s Conservative movement. In fact, I am quite certain that there will be many of my friends who will argue that I left out important points or that my conclusions are not consistent with their own beliefs. The bottom line is that I take full responsibility for the views expressed herein, which are what I believe to be aligned with those of America’s Founders, as well as with the founders of the modern Conservative movement.


—BRUCE EBERLE, VIENNA, VIRGINIA, NOVEMBER 23, 2022
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WHY THIS BOOK?


YOU MAY NOT BE INTERESTED in the history of today’s Conservative or Progressive movements, and that’s fine, but don’t you want to know the reason that conservatives and progressives differ on every single issue? You’ll find the answer in chapter five.


In school, if you are identified as a conservative, you may be called a Nazi, fascist, racist, or White supremacist—even by your teacher or professor—but in this book you will find out that those descriptions more closely describe progressive liberals from their beginning … and even still today. And, as far as being called a Nazi is concerned, that charge doesn’t hold water. Conservatives believe in limited government, but Nazis and communists and progressives believe in big, powerful government—as this book proves using their own words and documents.


You will also find out why America’s Founders—not just the ones who wrote the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution but also the Pilgrims at Plymouth—understood that a free republic like the United States cannot exist if the citizens do not possess what the Founders called “virtue.” But what did they mean by “virtue”? You’ll find that explanation in chapter four.


This book also identifies the reason that today the United States is involved in seemingly endless wars across the globe, something that George Washington urged Americans to avoid. See chapters fourteen and fifteen to understand Washington’s prescient logic.


Discover how critical race theory is just a stepchild of “critical theory” originally proposed by Karl Marx. It’s just another means of pitting Americans against each other to bring Marxist progressives to power. Chapter ten.


But, perhaps most important of all, in this book you’ll learn how you can make a hugely positive impact as an individual on the future of the United States. One courageous person with knowledge of the truth and dedicated character can truly change the course of history. And don’t assume you will be joining the losing side. When you read this book, you may be surprised to learn that the Progressive movement is dying, not growing and expanding. It’s in panic mode, so the progressives are fighting dirtier all the time.


To protect your opportunities for the future and the freedom you enjoy, you can become an important part of the Conservative movement. You’ll find out that there is a bright, bold line that runs from the freedom philosophy of America’s Founders to today’s Conservative movement, and a depressing, dark line that runs from the early segregationist founders of the Progressive movement to today’s Marxist Progressive movement. There are so, so many opportunities for you to play an instrumental role in preserving the greatness of America, “the last, best hope for freedom” as President Ronald Reagan described the United States.


You may be thinking, “I already know what I believe, and I’m ready to roll.” If that’s the case, then you will be most interested in chapters twenty-one to twenty-five: “They Want You to Shut Up,” “Persuade Others to Your Point of View,” “To Win, You Have to Stay on Offense!” “Know the Facts—Have the Answers,” and “This Is Your Time!”


That’s fine, but if you’re going to advance the conservative cause, you need to be fully prepared to stand up to the progressive Left. That’s why I wrote this book. You may be thinking, “But, why should I read everything in this book? I don’t really care who created the Conservative movement or why they did it.” If that’s your perspective right now, that’s okay … but you are missing out on a great American story!


If you must, skip chapter two, “Today’s Conservative Movement,” but you might want to briefly stop at chapter three. The Sharon Statement discussed there is important because it had a deep impact on developing the early Conservative movement. It also still rings true today and provides a north star to navigating the future. That’s why I mention it often.


Also in chapter three, I explain why the late Andrew Breitbart’s comment that “politics is downstream from culture” is true, but I argue that his formulation is incomplete. Why is it incomplete? Why is that important? And what is our culture downstream from? You will want to know the answer to these questions in order to stay on course and be effective.


In chapter four I discuss the one bedrock principle that enabled America’s Founders to write the Declaration of Independence and create the United States Constitution. Without this understanding the Founders’ creation of the world’s first true republic would have been impossible. Thanks to the Founders, you and I enjoy a breadth and depth of freedom that really doesn’t exist in any other country in the world.


Whatever you do, please do not skip chapter five. If you have ever wondered why conservatives and progressives disagree on every issue and how to solve problems, chapter five answers that question clearly and definitively. Understanding why conservatives and progressives can never come to a common ground is extremely important if you want to know what we are up against. When you do, it’s like a lightbulb being turned on in your head. It certainly helps in understanding the laughable and strange way progressives think, as epitomized by my progressive friend whom I write about in chapter seven. As my wife likes to say, the minds of progressives just aren’t wired right.


You’re probably aware of the fact that progressives like to virtue signal. They really believe that they are ethically superior to conservatives like you and me. As I relate in chapter six, you will learn that progressives and the Progressive movement have a very dark past filled with racism and White supremacy that continues to this day. They not only were the ones who justified and instigated segregation first in the South (then all across the nation), but they also supported the sterilization of black women as a means of reducing the black population. It’s also a key reason for their virulent, and sometimes violent, support of abortion.


In chapters eight through seventeen I argue that the choice of your generation is between freedom and socialism (chapter eight); why free markets are the only way to get (and keep) people out of poverty (chapter nine); where critical race theory originated (chapter ten) and why it is so dangerous (chapter eleven); who those folks are who attend the annual economic summit in Davos, Switzerland (chapter twelve); how one of America’s worst presidents, Woodrow Wilson created “the Swamp” (chapter thirteen); how creating a foreign policy that always puts American interests first is essential to our survival as a nation (chapters fourteen and fifteen); and the critical importance of the Right to Life and the Second Amendment (chapters sixteen and seventeen).


You may already know some aspects of these topics, but consider what one of this book’s early reviewers wrote:


I love the book! So many times when I read conservative columnists, they just tell me things I’ve read a dozen times elsewhere. But in your book, I find myself over and over again thinking, “I didn’t know that.”1


Even if you decide to skim chapters eight through seventeen, please give a decent read to chapters eighteen, nineteen, and twenty: “Climate Change,” “Progressive ‘Compassion,’” and “Doing Good.” You’ll find data in the climate chapter that you are very unlikely to hear in school or from traditional media.


In chapter nineteen you’ll find solid evidence that while progressives claim to be compassionate and frequently accuse conservatives of being “hard-hearted,” their self-description doesn’t match their actual generosity. You may also be surprised to learn, in the chapter titled “Doing Good,” that too often the best intentions of presidents and other government officials to use the power of government to “do good” ends up causing far more harm to those they intended to help.


In the final chapter, I point out that you and I and all patriotic Americans need to remember that being a citizen of America is a great privilege. Of course, with that privilege comes the responsibility of not only doing our job as citizens to preserve individual freedom but also sharing an understanding of the principles of freedom with those around us and future generations. Being a freedom-loving American has nothing whatsoever to do with where your family came from, the color of your skin, or whether you were born rich, poor, or somewhere in between.


It is the responsibility of each of us—and especially your generation—to make sure that those who follow you understand and appreciate the blessing it is to be an American. Today’s Conservative movement is the American freedom movement, and this is your opportunity—no matter your background—to share and defend the precious principles of freedom bequeathed to us by America’s Founders. You have an opportunity to play an important role in the movement that seeks equal justice, unlimited opportunity, and maximum individual freedom for all Americans.


Welcome to the freedom team!
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THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT


THE PRINCIPLES OF LIMITED GOVERNMENT, individual freedom, individual responsibility, reliance on God, and free markets have been with us since the beginning of our nation in 1776 when the Founders signed the Declaration of Independence. Yet, by the turn of the twentieth century, those principles were under attack by a cadre of dedicated progressives who advocated a new approach by government that minimized the value of individual freedom and maximized the importance of a large, centralized government.


This group of progressives made great inroads into our political system and our educational system, so much so that by the 1950s it was the dominant political philosophy of our nation with little effective pushback by conservative political leaders or by limited government advocates on campus. Providentially, William F. Buckley Jr. launched National Review in 1955 with the sole purpose of rolling back the suffocating tide of big government liberalism. And in 1960, with Buckley’s encouragement, a conservative youth group was launched on the Buckley family estate in Sharon, Connecticut.


From September 9 to 11, nearly one hundred students from colleges and universities all across the United States met to launch a Conservative movement—initially on campus and then throughout society. What they did there truly changed the course of history. It eventually led to the election of Ronald Reagan. The young conservatives that met for three days at the Buckley estate not only adopted the Sharon Statement—a declaration of conservative values and principles that is still recognized today as one of the most clear, concise recitations of those principles—but they also launched the modern Conservative movement on college and university campuses across the nation. Although little celebrated or recognized at the time, this gathering is now widely acknowledged as the beginning of the attempt to restore the priceless values and principles that guided America’s Founders as they created the American Republic.


The invitation to attend the gathering at Sharon went to a list of 120 conservative activists involved in various student groups.1 Under the guidance of Marvin Liebman, Doug Caddy arranged for the organizational meeting of this new group.2 A letter went out under Caddy’s signature to those young conservatives who were interested in giving conservatism an active voice on campus and in the political arena. The invitation letter began with these words:


America stands at a crossroads today. Will our Nation continue to follow the path towards socialism or will we turn towards Conservatism and freedom? The final answer to this question lies with America’s youth. Will our youth be more conservative or more liberal in future years? You can help determine the answer to this question.3


Traveling at their own expense, conservative student leaders from forty-four colleges came to Sharon. Those attending made it clear that they had no desire to replace or compete with the Intercollegiate Society of Individualists (ISI)4 that had been in existence for a number of years and was working toward “a conservative intellectual revival on campus.”5 Instead these young men and women were interested in not only challenging liberal dominance on campus but also in achieving success in the political arena.


During the three-day meeting they adopted the Sharon Statement, elected Robert Schuchman as the first national chairman of YAF, and selected Doug Caddy as the executive director of the new organization. Subsequently, Caddy opened up an office in New York City with the able assistance of Marvin Liebman. The fledgling organization raised money, started YAF chapters on college and university campuses across the United States, and then, just one year later, boldly held a rally in New York City’s Manhattan Center which, according to the Harvard Crimson, consisted of a


shouting, cheering throng [that] filled every inch of sitting and standing room [in] bedecked Manhattan Center on 54th St.6


In his book Revolt on Campus, Sharon Statement author Stan Evans wrote of the event,


The meeting had a powerful impact, one way or another, on all who attended. As one mirthful conservative remarked, it was the sheer audacity of the enterprise which made it so enjoyable. It was, indeed, an audacious undertaking, so much so that it excited wide coverage in the New York papers, on the wire services, and in Time magazine.7


Neither was the event ignored by prominent liberals such as Murray Kempton of the then quite far Left New York Post who snarkily opined,


The Young Americans for Freedom are only five months old yet they were able to put four thousand children into Manhattan Center Friday for an “Homage to Barry Goldwater Night.” … We must assume that the conservative revival is the youth movement of the sixties.8


The national media also took notice of the rally.


The New York Times put its story about the rally on page one. Hundreds of articles and columns were generated. Television networks carried film clips the following evening. In one night Young Americans for Freedom became a national institution, and has remained one to this day.9


The large, rambunctious rally in the heart of Manhattan was indeed an audacious introduction on the national scene for YAF, but it was only the beginning. There was much work to be done recruiting students to the organization and raising the funds needed to finance the goals of the ambitious YAF leaders.


On March 7, 1962, less than two years after its founding, the fledgling organization upped its game, holding a massive rally in Madison Square Garden calling for world victory over communism. Again, the rally featured Barry Goldwater, who by this time was drawing the attention of conservatives all across the nation as a possible 1964 presidential candidate. The Garden was filled to the rafters with some 18,000 young conservatives.10 Outside were hundreds of protesters including communists, Nazis, and other leftwing cranks protesting the event. The rally drew so much attention nationwide that even in my hometown of St. Joseph, Missouri, I was able to hear long excerpts from the speeches by Brent Bozell Jr., Senator John Tower of Texas, and Barry Goldwater over my local radio station.


Shortly thereafter I responded to a YAF ad in National Review and enthusiastically became part of a great movement to protect, preserve, and defend freedom in America. Along with other national YAF members in my area, we quickly started a local YAF chapter and then worked to build a strong YAF organization across Missouri. Others around the nation were doing the same thing, making Young Americans for Freedom members a force to be reckoned with on campus and in the political arena.


As for the one hundred founders of Young Americans for Freedom, they dedicated themselves to advancing the conservative cause, the cause of individual freedom, the rule of law, and the principles of America’s Founders. At just twenty-six years of age, M. Stanton Evans was already the youngest editor of a major newspaper in the United States, the Indianapolis News. Evans maintained his ties with YAF throughout his life, writing several dozen books, including Revolt on Campus, the story of the young men and women who created Young Americans for Freedom. Later, he founded the National Journalism Center, which trained talented young conservative writers for positions in the news media.
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