

 
 


        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    

THE
EVERYTHING®
GOLDEN
RETRIEVER
BOOK

A complete guide to raising, training,
and caring for your Golden








Gerilyn J. Bielakiewicz and Paul S. Bielakiewicz,
cofounders of Canine University®



[image: logo]















	Publishing Director: Gary M. Krebs
	Production Director: Susan Beale



	Managing Editor: Kate McBride
	Production Manager: Michelle Roy Kelly



	Copy Chief: Laura MacLaughlin
	Series Designer: Daria Perreault and John Paulhus



	Acquisitions Editors: Bethany Brown
	Cover Design: Paul Beatrice, Frank Rivera



	                                 Kate Burgo
	Layout and Graphics: Colleen Cunningham



	Development Editors: Patrycja Pasek-Gradziuk
	Rachael Eiben, Michelle Roy Kelly,



	                               Karen Johnson Jacot
	John Paulhus, Daria Perreault, Erin Ring



	Production Editor: Jamie Wielgus
	








Copyright ©2004, F+W Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. This book, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced
in any form without permission from the publisher; exceptions
are made for brief excerpts used in published reviews.

An Everything® Series Book.
Everything® and everything.com® are registered trademarks of F+W Publications, Inc.

Published by Adams Media, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
57 Littlefield Street, Avon, MA 02322 U.S.A.
www.adamsmedia.com


ISBN 10: 1-59337-047-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-59337-047-3
eISBN 13: 978-1-4405-2291-8
Printed in the United States of America.

J I H G F E D

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Bielakiewicz, Gerilyn J.
The everything golden retriever book : a complete guide to raising, training, and caring for
your golden / Gerilyn J. Bielakiewicz and Paul S. Bielakiewicz.
p. cm.
(An everything series book)
ISBN 1-59337-047-4
1. Golden retriever. I. Title. II. Series: Everything series.

SF429.G63B54 2004
636.75227 — dc22

                                                                      2003028139

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional advice. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought.

— From a Declaration of Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of the American Bar
Association and a Committee of Publishers and Associations

Cover photo ©Kaelson, Carol J. / Animals Animals / Earth Scenes
Interior Photography: Karen Hocker Photography


This book is available at quantity discounts for bulk purchases.


For information, call 1-800-289-0963.









Welcome to THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES


AS THE OWNER of a particular type of dog — or someone who is thinking about adopting one — you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can't be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy, positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category, which include The Everything® Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.


Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com









THE EVERYTHING® Golden Retriever Book

Dear Reader,

Golden Retrievers have been part of our lives now for more than a decade and we will never be without them. They are soulful and willing companions capable of learning anything you take the time to teach them. Golden Retrievers have a wonderful sense of humor, a knack for bringing joy wherever they go, and are natural healers of the soul.

The Golden Retriever does not come without vices, but if you are willing to exercise and train them, they make the most wonderful companions. In our years of training and raising dogs as working companions and family pets we have never seen a more willing, more forgiving breed than the Golden Retriever.

We hope that you will find great information on the pages that follow to help you maximize the potential of your great dog. From family pet to search-and-rescue dog, Goldens are the ultimate versatile companion. As you begin your journey into the ownership of a Golden Retriever, we hope that you enjoy each moment you are together. You will never forget the love that this dog will bring to your life.
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Dedication:


To Sam, my wonder dog — you did it all with style!
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Height:


Males 23–24 inches; females 21½–22½ inches.


Weight:


Males 65–75 pounds; females 55–65 pounds.


Head:


Skull should be broad without prominence of the occipital bone (that is, the bump at the back of the skull, between the ears) and in good proportion to the rest of the body.


Ears:


The ear should be fairly short and set just above and behind the eye. When brought forward, the tip of the ear should just cover the eye.


Feet:


Should be well knuckled and compact.


Tail:


Should follow the line of the back. The tip should not reach below the hock.


Coat:


Colors in shades of cream to gold.


Topline:


The back from the shoulders to the tail should be level.


Movement:


Steady, smooth and straight, without bounce.


Temperament:


Friendly and outgoing toward people and dogs. In normal, everyday conditions, should be neither timid nor shy, and should show no hostility or aggression to other dogs.
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 THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER is among the nation's most popular breed of dog — and with good reason. The typical Golden is sweet and friendly, ready to accompany you on the most mundane task or the most exciting adventure. A Golden can be the dog of your dreams, but only if you choose him carefully and are willing to exercise and train him. Goldens are not born trained and well mannered — quite the opposite, they come at life full-throttle and full of a puppy exuberance that is also part of their appeal. Golden Retrievers are not for everyone — they are large dogs that are active and mischievous and if left to their own devices will quite happily eat the couch in your absence and then knock you down in greeting when you arrive home.

In the coming pages, we hope to give you an accurate view of what life with a Golden Retriever is all about. We hope that our love for this breed doesn't sugarcoat them too much — they are amazingly lovable but they are a lot of work. In the pages that follow, you will learn how to bring a Golden Retriever successfully into your life. We hope to help your Golden find his place within your family and to keep him from getting too pushy or needy. You will learn about training and the importance of teaching your Golden the basics of living with humans. We can't emphasize enough how important it is to socialize a puppy and bring him to meet and play with all kinds of other dogs and people — it is so important to a Golden's healthy social development.

This book also gives you the basic tools you need to research this popular breed. Finding a breeder who is both conscientious and knowledgeable is crucial and can save you so much time in the long run. Choosing the right puppy for your family is another must — not all Goldens are the same. Though they share some general characteristics, their temperaments do vary. You want to choose a dog that is a match for your activity level and personality. A high-energy field dog would not be a great match for a sedentary couch potato who is looking for a television buddy.

The Golden Retriever is among the most versatile of dogs. He is a friend and companion first, but he also excels at hunting, search and rescue, competition obedience, agility, tracking, and service or therapy work. The Golden can be taught to do any activity within his physical ability, and he excels at almost any dog sport you might care to try.

Proper exercise and diet are essential to the Golden's long and healthy life. Golden Retrievers are active dogs that should be fed moderately and kept lean. If given the chance, a Golden may not be able to regulate food intake on his own. With those soulful eyes and that pushy nature, Golden Retrievers are capable of cajoling their guardians into overfeeding and underexercising them. An overweight Golden is prone to many health problems, among them diabetes and torn ligaments. Kept lean, the Golden will stay active and vital well into his senior years.

As the proud new owner of a Golden Retriever, you should take the time to research your dog's veterinary needs and your options in meeting them. It's up to you to decide on things like how often your dog gets vaccinated, the components and quality of his diet, and whether you want to use alternative therapies such as herbal and homeopathic remedies. Take the time to educate yourself. Your search for the right treatment is essential to keeping your dog vital well into old age. Options like acupuncture or chiropractic care may help you improve the quality of your dog's life and perhaps prolong it.

Owning a Golden Retriever is life at its best. They are the sweetest, most fun-loving, comic dogs around. Do your homework on the breed and breeders. Then commit yourself to training, socializing, and providing plenty of exercise, and your Golden will be the companion of a lifetime. Enjoy! 
[image: illustration]







CHAPTER 1


Is a Golden the Dog for You?


THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER is one of the most popular dogs in the country. According to the American Kennel Club (AKC), the Golden is second only to the Labrador Retriever in popularity. The Golden's personality and temperament fits nicely into many families, but he is not born trained. Most of the Golden Retriever's ability to become a wonderful family dog is a result of lots of socialization and training, not a miracle of nature. Make sure you are ready for this breed's boundless energy and enthusiasm for life.


Origins of the Breed

The origin of the Golden Retriever is not completely clear, but most experts agree that the ancestor of the Golden was a hunting companion bred mainly for its ability to retrieve game. Some experts think that the Golden descended from Water Spaniels, the original retrieving dog used by hunters to retrieve downed duck, goose, and pheasant. Later records show that the early Golden Retriever descended from the Flat-Coated Retriever, originating from the liver-colored variety. The Wavy-Coated Retriever (now know as the Flat-Coated Retriever) and the Labrador Retriever have a closely interwoven history, and it is believed that the Golden Retriever was derived from these breeds. There is also a made-up story of the Golden Retriever being descendants of a troop of Russian circus dogs, which is entirely fictional.

The modern Golden Retriever was first registered as a liver-colored Flat-Coated Retriever, and it was not until the 1920s that it came to be called a Golden or Yellow Retriever. The person most influential in creating the Golden Retriever was the First Lord Tweedmouth (Dudley Marjoriebanks), who was fascinated with creating the ultimate hunting companion. Crosses to other breeds were commonly done as an attempt to improve the abilities of the breed. There are records showing that there were outcrosses made to a light-colored (yellow) Bloodhound and later to an Irish Setter. The crosses to these and other dogs were used to improve the Golden's ability to track as well as to influence the coat texture and color, which ranged from light cream-colored to a deep red.

Most of the Golden's ancestors can be traced back to England and were probably influenced by the breeds commonly used for hunting. Many of Lord Tweedmouth's dogs were given as gifts to friends and relatives who were interested in their hunting ability and some of these people went on to breed and develop their own lines.


Breed Characteristics

The Golden Retriever was originally bred to retrieve ducks, pheasants, and other upland game. When viewing a Golden Retriever as a companion, it is important to consider the dog's structure as it relates to his overall form and function. Though you may purchase a Golden strictly as a family pet and never think of your showing him in the conformation ring, your dog's overall makeup is a crucial element in your enjoyment of him as a family pet. A healthy Golden's general conformation is powerful and solid. He moves smoothly without clumsiness, which is made possible by the fact that he's slightly longer than he is tall. Having the correct conformation is necessary for the endurance and working ability he'll need to carry out any function. The proportion of the dog's body, the length of his back and legs, the levelness of his topline: These are all important factors in how your dog moves. Although you may have no aspirations to breed or show your dog, if he isn't put together well, he is not going to be a healthy, active dog that can enjoy a long life.
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What do I need to know about conformation to choose a puppy?


A reputable breeder should be able to point out a puppy's strengths and weaknesses. But the most important thing to remember when selecting a Golden puppy is that no one feature is more important than another — the overall balance of all the parts put together is what makes a sound dog.



The AKC Breed Standard

The breed standard as published by the American Kennel Club states the correct conformation of the Golden Retriever as:


	

Height: Males 23–24″, females 21½″–22½″



	

Weight: Males 65–75 lbs., females 55–65 lbs.



	

Head: Skull should be broad without prominence of the occipital bone and in good proportion to the rest of the body



	

Ears: The ear should be fairly short and set just above and behind the eye the tip of which just covers the eye when brought forward



	

Feet: Should be well knuckled and compact



	

Tail: Should follow the line of the back and the tip should not reach below the hock



	

Coat: Colors in shades of cream to gold



	

Topline: The back from the shoulders to the tail should be level



	

Movement: Steady, smooth, and straight, without bounce



	

Temperament: Friendly and outgoing toward people and dogs





The Golden Retriever's temperament is by far his greatest quality. Their gentleness and sweetness is what has drawn so many people to the breed. A Golden Retriever should be confident and outgoing, friendly with people, including strangers and children, and should get along well with other dogs and animals (including cats). Any shyness or aggression is not in keeping with Golden Retriever character and should be avoided at all costs when considering a puppy.

Golden Retriever Personality and Temperament

The ideal Golden Retriever is an ambassador for people and other dogs. If properly trained and socialized, the Golden will get along with just about anyone. This is a dog that is even-tempered, easy to train, and willing to do whatever you want. If socialized properly, the Golden gets along with children, strangers, the elderly, other dogs, cats, and pets. A Golden can have a high energy level and may need lots of regular exercise. A walk around the block is not going to do it for this breed (though he will enjoy meeting the neighbors and seeing the sights).
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Without proper training, socialization, and exercise your Golden Retriever will not realize its potential as a wonderful family member and great companion. The more exercise and mental stimulation a Golden gets, the happier its family will be. Aim to give your Golden at least two forty-five-minute exercise sessions per day.



Goldens love to have a job to do and excel at dog sports like agility, obedience, and hunting trials. These dogs also have an amazing ability to perform and interact with people, and quickly become a favorite wherever you go. If you are a shy or reclusive person, don't get a Golden! These dogs make friends wherever they go; strangers will cross the street just to say hello to your beautiful dog.

Golden Retrievers are on the whole extroverts, eternally happy, and ready to accompany you on whatever adventure is next. This is the favorite breed of many therapy dog programs in nursing homes, hospitals, and schools. The Golden is a master at working a crowd and will make his rounds to everyone while making each person feel like he or she is the most important person in the room.
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Golden Retrievers need to be socialized to all kinds of people, dogs, and other animals. They need to go everywhere and see everything, or they will not be good family companions.



The Perfect Family Pet

The Golden Retriever can be the perfect family dog. With his gentle nature, great adaptability, and unlimited sense of fun, the Golden revels in the chaos of family life. This isn't a situation that develops on its own, however; each family needs to teach their Golden how to live with them, what the rules are, and socialize their puppies to each facet of their lives. With the proper training, your Golden will spend hours playing with the family in the yard, accompanying the family on vacations and outings, and taking part in every holiday. Here is what a Golden Retriever puppy needs to be taught to become a treasured member of the family:


	
Greet family members and visitors by sitting politely for petting.



	
Wait at all open doors for the signal to go through.



	
Lie down under the table or outside the room during meals.



	
Tolerate children of all ages and sizes and be friendly to strangers.



	
Be proficient in basic obedience: sit, down, stay, leave it, come, and walk on a loose leash.



	
Stay alone in the house without getting into trouble.



	
Get along with other dogs of all shapes and sizes.
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A fifteen-week-old female puppy.


Golden Retrievers and Kids

If ever a dog was made for kids, it would have to be the Golden Retriever. Still, both the dog and the kids need to be taught how to treat one another so no one gets hurt or frightened in the process of becoming best friends. Golden Retrievers are large dogs that are capable of knocking over a young child or accidentally scratching him in play. Golden puppies can also be very “mouthy,” nipping and biting young children as though they were littermates.

The best way to ensure that your child and Golden end up being the best of friends is to supervise their contact and to maintain limits with both child and dog. Children are not capable of taking full responsibility for a dog's care, but they can help take care of them with supervision and coaching. Children under four will feel more competitive with the dog than cooperative, and they may act up to make sure they get their full share of the attention at your house. If you have children this young, it is advisable to supervise all interactions. Give your child small jobs, like throwing a ball or giving the dog a cookie on a flat outstretched hand. If your child is older, he or she can help with feeding, walking, and even training.
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All dogs have the potential to bite under the right set of circumstances. It is essential to the development of a healthy relationship between your dog and your children that you supervise all interactions closely. Don't allow rough play or mistreatment. Make sure your puppy gets private rest time, in a crate, several times a day for the safety and sanity of all involved.




Importance of Socialization

Puppies must be socialized. For companion dogs of all breeds, socialization is vitally important. A dog that is poorly socialized will exhibit all kinds of behavior problems throughout life. It's up to the breeder and the owner to teach new pups and adult dogs that ancestry aside, they really belong to human society.

How do you socialize a puppy? You expose him, as much as possible, to the sight, smell, sound, and feel of human beings and other dogs. Breeders should make sure litters are born inside their homes, so that puppies come into the world in the heart of the home. From day one, the pups are handled, and by the time their eyes are open they are already familiar with human beings.


Clear Rules and Boundaries

If there is one thing that has been grossly underestimated about the Golden Retriever, it is the breed's intelligence and propensity for mischief. These are intelligent working dogs with a high energy level and a need to work.
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Though Golden Retrievers are known for their sweet nature, many Goldens can be pushy with their families. The way to ensure that your dog doesn't bite to get his way is to establish yourself as leader and the giver of all good things. This is accomplished by having house rules that are not flexible until the dog is fully trained and there are no behavior problems.



If you lock your Golden Retriever in the house all day and do not provide training or appropriate outlets for exercise, your lovable, intelligent Golden will develop behavior problems. As sweet as they are, Golden Retrievers need limits, as well as boundaries and house rules. If you allow your Golden to be pushy and demanding, you will have behavior problems at some point. These may manifest themselves in not coming back when he is called, being mouthy and out of control when he doesn't want to do something, and even biting to get his way.

To prevent behavior problems and make it easier to live with your Golden, you need to provide a firm leadership structure and stick to it. Leadership is not about dominating your dog, forcing him to do things, or physically correcting him. If you behave this way with any dog, you are bound to cause more problems than you cure. Leadership is about controlling resources and setting limits. It is never achieved through violence or harsh corrections. To be a leader to your Golden, you need to:


	
Establish house rules.



	
Insist that the dog stay off beds or furniture until he is an adult and does not exhibit any behavior problems.



	
Ask your dog to do something before you give him anything. Sit for supper, for instance.



	
Limit his freedom via a crate and baby gates while you are away.



	
Teach him to wait until released at all doorways and stairways.



	
Restrict privileges until he has earned them by his good behavior.



	
Ignore pushy bids for attention via nudging, pawing, or barking.



	
Give attention to him on your own terms — for example, call your Golden to you for petting.



	
Teach him basic obedience commands: sit, down, stay, come, heel, and leave it.



	
Stop rough play in its tracks: If a game gets too rough, stop playing immediately.



	
Don't allow off-leash freedom if he doesn't come reliably.





By setting limits on your dog's freedom, requiring that he do something before he gets anything, being first and higher, and having everything be your idea, you will teach your Golden that all good things come from you. Being your dog's leader means that he has someone to count on to help him stay safe and provide for all of his basic needs. Dogs are not democratic. They would really rather that someone else took charge so they could concentrate on being dogs and having fun. By learning how to control resources (that is, the things your dog wants access to), you will have the ability to train your dog to pay attention to you regardless of what's happening in the environment.


Training: Gently Does It

The Golden Retriever is perhaps the most willing of breeds to do your bidding. That isn't to say that some Goldens aren't more challenging to train than others, but in general a Golden is perfectly willing to do what you want if he understands the job at hand.
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Goldens compete well in competition obedience. This seven-year-old male performs a retrieve over the panel jump.


Rough training methods — that is, those involving harsh correction — have no place in the raising of a young Golden. Techniques involving positive reinforcement are much more effective. In general, we highly recommend clicker training for all breeds of dogs, but the Golden is an outright master of this technique. Training with a clicker and treats involves teaching your dog that the sound of the click means a food reward is coming, and this marker signal is used to help the dog identify which behaviors are rewardable. Young and old, people with disabilities, and people who have never trained a dog before can excel at this method. Best of all, there is no harm done to the dogs. (See Chapter 6 for more information on clicker training.)

As your dog's trainer, it is up to you to find the very best training method possible for your dog. Do your research, observe different group classes, and choose the class where the dogs and the people seem the happiest.


A Dog for Any Job

The popularity of the breed has led people to assume that the Golden Retriever is a house dog, meaning he lays around all day until his family shows up. Nothing could be further from the truth! The Golden Retriever is a sporting dog, bred to hunt all day with his handler. He has enough energy and stamina to run all day in all kinds of weather. The same traits that make him a great hunting dog and companion help him excel in almost any other pursuit as well. Goldens love putting their sharp minds and endless energy to work, and work is anything their people ask them to do. The best home for a Golden is one in which he gets to exercise at least some of his basic drives and instincts.
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The Golden Retriever is an ideal candidate for many different kinds of work. Different dogs have different strengths. Energy level, endurance, and maturity should be taken into consideration when choosing a dog for a particular type of work (or vice versa). Your breeder can help determine what jobs your puppy is best suited for. Other resources to consult include an experienced professional dog trainer.



The Golden Retriever is the breed of choice for many service dog organizations, including those that train therapy dogs. The Golden also enjoys regular employment with customs agents, search-and-rescue teams, and bomb and arson squads. Of all the occupations available, Goldens are happiest being with people. Not all Golden Retrievers in their youth and exuberance may be suitable for therapy work, however, but most mellow with time and make wonderful therapy dogs for those in nursing homes, hospitals, and rehabilitation centers. Think seriously about what outlet you are going to provide for your Golden's boundless energy and enthusiasm for life.

Dog sports are another possible avenue of employment for your Golden. There are many to choose from, and Goldens happen to excel at most. These include agility, competition obedience, tracking, field trials, musical freestyle (dancing with your dog!), and rally obedience. Perhaps you prefer the spotlight or the silver screen. Golden Retrievers appear very commonly on television and in the movies, thanks to their calm temperaments and willingness to learn new things.


Exercise

Most people do not realize just how much exercise active dogs require, and the Golden is no exception. Golden Retrievers require a minimum of two forty-five-minute runs a day, preferably with other dogs. This is not a breed you can exercise to exhaustion indoors or with a walk around the block. Goldens need to move, whether that means jogging by your side, swimming, running off-leash, or playing with other dogs. The goal is to keep them going until they are too pooped for mischief.
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If you cannot exercise your Golden Retriever enough, you need to find someone else to do it for you. Dog walkers and doggie day-care services are popping up around the country. For a fee, they can help provide the exercise your Golden needs to be a good dog.



Getting your Golden Retriever out on a regular basis will enable your dog to have appropriate outlets for his energy and save you tons of time in solving behavior problems. Among the favorite ways to exercise Golden Retrievers are swimming, playing fetch, jogging, doggie playgroups, or playing hide-and-seek with your family on a rainy day. Regardless of the method, all Goldens need outlets for their boundless energy, and the more exercise they get, the easier they are to live with.


Regular Grooming

Your Golden needs to be regularly groomed. Whether you learn to do it yourself or pay someone to do it professionally, the Golden Retriever's coat requires frequent brushing and occasional bathing. Most Goldens have full, medium-to-long coats that mat easily if not brushed every week.

The easiest time to start teaching your Golden Retriever to like being groomed is while he is still a puppy. Getting him used to being brushed, having his ears cleaned, having his nails trimmed, and being bathed is best accomplished by breaking the tasks down into tiny steps. This way, you get your dog used to each aspect of each procedure slowly and as positively as possible. (See Chapter 19 for grooming basics.)

Though spring and fall may find you with more hair on your grooming brush (and your slacks), there is no particular season in which Goldens shed. Frequent brushing during this time can help keep the volume of hair in your home to a minimum, but dog hair will be part of your everyday if you live with a Golden. Chapter 19 provides more information on grooming. 
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CHAPTER 2


Finding the Perfect Puppy


THE SEARCH FOR the perfect Golden Retriever can be daunting. Being among the top ten most popular breeds makes the choices wider but more risky. When a breed gains in popularity, the quality of the breeding tends to drop. Profit-driven folks capitalize on unsuspecting prospective owners who fail to properly educate themselves about what to look for. Being an educated consumer is the key to finding the dog of your dreams.


Finding a Good Breeder

Golden Retrievers abound in newspaper ads placed by puppy “brokers” who can dupe an unsuspecting buyer into selecting a puppy that has not had the best possible start in life. Reputable breeders stick to one breed and never have so many litters of puppies that they can't keep track of them. These are folks who usually breed dogs as a hobby and are not strictly in business to make a profit. They put an inordinate amount of time into each puppy and puppy buyer, and carefully match their puppies to appropriate homes. A good breeder is well educated about their breed and pays close attention to correct structure and temperament for their breed, even if they do not plan to show their dogs in conformation shows.

Good Breeding Matters

The Golden Retriever breed standard was set forth to offer a guideline for breeders to ensure the healthiest dogs possible. Without a standard, the Golden would be subject to anyone's opinion of what looked good, and eventually we would have many dogs within a “breed” that had few, if any, similarities, and looked nothing alike. The breed standard offers guidance about structure and locomotion, which are keys to having a healthy dog that can run, play, and live as long and trouble-free a life as possible. Without correct structure and locomotion, Golden Retrievers fall prey to hip and joint problems, lameness, injuries, and lack of endurance, all of which lessen the quality of life and enjoyment as a family pet or working companion.
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The Golden Retriever Club of America is the largest national organization and a great starting point for finding a breeder who is truly knowledgeable and caring about the breed. Local Golden Retriever clubs can be found through the Golden Retriever Club of America and may help you locate breeders within your area.



Your best starting points for a reputable breeder are local or national breed clubs, which are made up of Golden Retriever enthusiasts who care about the character and longevity of the breed. Most Golden clubs offer a breeder referral list with names and numbers of people in your area who currently have puppies. If you contact a breeder who does not currently have puppies, ask him or her to refer you to someone else who might. You are better off finding a Golden puppy through word of mouth at dog shows and through other breeders than through newspaper ads.

Qualities to Look for in a Breeder

Not all reputable breeders are the same. Just because someone comes highly recommended doesn't mean that they necessarily have the perfect puppy for you. Referrals are starting points only, and educating yourself about puppy development, the breed standard, and other details is still important for you to make the best possible decision.

Each breeder has a different philosophy about their breeding program, and it is important to ask him or her what that is and make sure that it matches your expectations. The best breeders are great resources for information about the breed: Not only do they know the basics of their breed's conformation and temperament, but they can talk intelligently about inheritable diseases within the breed and their own lines. No breeder, no matter how long they have been breeding and how experienced they are, should ever make any guarantees about inheritable problems in their puppies. That's not to say that genetic screening for inheritable problems isn't important — it certainly is very important — but it doesn't come with any guarantee.

To find a good breeder, look for:


	
Someone who is a resource for you about the breed.



	
Someone who is willing to help you find the best dog for your situation and experience level.



	
Someone who has an application process to collect detailed information about what you are looking for in a Golden.



	
Someone who uses a contract, which carefully spells out what is expected of each party.



	
Someone who requires you to give the puppy back to him or her if you can no longer keep it.



	
Someone who chooses the puppy for you based on the information you have given him or her.





Remember: The more details you share about your expectations and experience, the better match the breeder will be able to make. All puppies are cute, Goldens especially so, but they vary in temperament, energy level, and ease of trainability. This Golden Retriever is going to be a dog a lot longer than he is a puppy: You want to be sure that the choice you make is one you can live with for the next twelve years or longer!
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Two Golden males, ages nine and four.



Breeder Responsibilities

Breeders who have properly educated themselves about the breed can be an excellent resource to you as a consumer, but you must do your part and educate yourself as well. Time is short for breeders who are raising puppies while searching for appropriate homes for them. Before you begin your inquiries, at least get some basic education about Goldens, specifically what is required for housebreaking, crate training, and setting limits. The more you read and learn, the better prepared you will be to ask intelligent questions and find out as much as you can about the particular litter you are interested in.

Living Conditions

The breeder is responsible for setting up an environment that is clean and stimulating for the puppies. The breeder is also responsible for providing the first socialization to people, and he or she will use carefully planned visits to help puppies get to know people. Most breeders have rules about visiting, regarding age limits and how many visitors are allowed in at one time.
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Though you may object to trusting the breeder to choose the perfect puppy for you, he or she knows the dogs best and is your best resource for figuring out which puppy in the litter is best suited for what you want in a family or working companion.



Golden puppies are usually exclusively with their mother for the first three or four weeks, after which many breeders begin to introduce toys and provide opportunities to explore and experience life. They should also have access to a separate area for pottying and sleeping. The area where the puppies are kept should be well lit and as close to the action of the household as possible. The closer to the action the puppies are, the better they will fit into the average household. Having heard and seen and smelled the wonders of everyday living, they will be better prepared when they are ready to explore the house.

A breeder should never sell a puppy strictly for breeding purposes and should be the puppies' advocate, first and foremost. If she feels a home would be inappropriate for a puppy, she has the right and obligation to refuse to sell the puppy to that home. Don't be disappointed if you have to wait for the right puppy: Raising the right dog to live with you for the next twelve years is well worth the wait.

Health Screening

Golden Retrievers are prone to several health problems for which reputable breeders screen. Genetic health problems can't always be avoided through genetic screening, but breeders can make more informed decisions about which dogs to breed and which to eliminate from the gene pool, based on the level of risk for a certain disease in each dog.

Some of the health screening for Goldens include clearances for hip and elbow dysplasia, thyroid problems, and heart problems. Other considerations may include the longevity of the dogs within a family, the temperament of the dogs, and whether or not there is a history of epilepsy. Buying your puppy from a knowledgeable breeder who truly cares about the health and well-being of his or her dogs does not guarantee you a healthy dog; it is, however, a better risk than buying one from a pet store or newspaper ad.
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Genetics cannot be controlled. Hip dysplasia, eye problems, heart problems, thyroid problems, and so forth can only be screened against, not ruled out completely. Nature still has a way of showing up and ruining even the best-laid plans.



Paying attention to the health of a dog and its overall physical makeup and temperament allows the breeder to choose which dogs she feels have the best chances of producing healthy puppies. Nature is never completely predictable, and genes can express themselves every once in a while, regardless of how well informed the breeder is or how healthy the dogs appear to be. Steer clear of anyone who guarantees that their dogs are free of genetic defects — this guarantee is not possible to make for a young puppy. Stay in touch with your puppy's breeder: A good breeder will want to know how his or her pups turn out so that she can make changes to her breeding program if necessary to avoid health problems in future breedings.


Breeder Contracts

Most breeders will require you to sign a contract in order to purchase one of their puppies. The contract drawn up by the breeder usually has certain terms or conditions that must be met between the buyer and the breeder. Breeder contracts can vary in their content, but their main purpose is to make sure that the well-being of the puppy is provided for and that the best possible care is maintained throughout the puppy's life.

Don't be offended by having to sign a contract in order to be able to bring your puppy home; in a sense, the contract is a promise that you will take the very best care of this animal. Here are some of the terms a typical contract might contain:


	
Limited registration for pets, which means that if you breed your dog, the puppies would not be eligible for AKC registration



	
A nonbreeding clause, which ensures that you won't turn around and breed this dog or sell it to someone else who might



	
Co-ownership: some breeders may offer a prospective owner the opportunity to help raise a future show or breeding prospect, and maintain co-ownership rights until defined terms have been met



	
Lifetime ownership by buyer



	
Right of first refusal, meaning if you have to give your dog up, you attempt to give it back to the breeder before anyone else



	
Food quality



	
Ideal weight



	
Spaying or neutering with a minimum or maximum age requirement



	
Attendance at training classes



	
Specifics on naming, include litter themes or use of the kennel name in AKC registration



	
Specifics on veterinary visits, vaccinations, etc.



	
Specifics on fencing and housing — most require the dog to live inside with you





The breeder contract has the puppy's best interests in mind and attempts to outline the best possible terms for adequate care and maintenance of the health and well-being of the puppy. Ask questions about the contract before you fall in love with a puppy, and be sure you are willing to comply with the terms. Clarify anything that is unclear or that you don't understand. Most breeders are accommodating if you have their puppy's best interests at heart.
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