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“On many occasions, God has become especially real, and has sent His unseen angelic visitors to touch my body to let me be His messenger for heaven, speaking as a dying man to dying men.”1


—Billy Graham




INTRODUCTION


I’ve always had a special interest in angels—after all, my first name comes from the same Greek word meaning messenger. I’d like to think my name is apt because I’m a writer who is constantly relaying messages through books, articles, and honey-do lists.


When I was growing up, I wanted to think I had a wee bit in common with the angels because I tried hard to be a good girl. Angels are good, aren’t they? And aren’t they beautiful? Who wouldn’t want to be angelic?


But as I grew older, I learned what society believes about angels and what the Bible says about angels are vastly different. So, before you read through this collection of stories about modern people who’ve had angel encounters, you might find it helpful to review a biblical who, what, when, where, how, and why about angelic beings.


Who are angels? They are individual beings, with names, jobs, and designated classifications. Only two angels are named in the sixty-six books of the Bible: Gabriel and Michael. Others are known by their workplace location—“the angel of the abyss” (Rev. 9:11), for instance, and “the angel of the waters” (Rev. 16:5).


Angels have specific jobs, or duties. Their chief duty is to worship and serve God. Some are warriors who fight in God’s army and defend God’s people. Others are guardians of children. Others are messengers. Others are escorts who transport human souls from mortal life into eternity.


Angels also are also classified. Cherubim (plural of cherub) are not cute, winged babies with bows and arrows. They are special angels charged with guarding. Two cherubim were placed at the Garden of Eden to guard the tree of life after Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden. Two cherubim were depicted on top of the Ark of the Covenant as if to guard the holy place.


Seraphim, who were seen by Isaiah in a vision, hover above the throne of God and remind the onlooker that God is holy. The word seraph, the singular form, means burning and reminds us to have a burning devotion to God.


Archangels are probably “chief angels,” high in rank and power. The only archangel named in the Bible is Michael. I’m sure there are other types of angels, and when we are in heaven we will doubtless learn all about them.


I’ve seen dozens of paintings and statues of angels with feminine faces and wearing gorgeous gowns, but of all the angels mentioned in the Bible, none is described as a woman or given a woman’s name. All are described as mature men, and if they are named, they are given male names.


The Bible frequently mentions a unique angel known as the angel of the LORD. He is unique because men who meet him usually fall to the ground to worship and call him Lord. Who is this angel?


We first meet Him in Genesis 16, when Sarah treats Hagar so badly the slave runs away.




The angel of the Lord found Hagar beside a spring of water in the wilderness, along the road to Shur. The angel said to her, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, where have you come from, and where are you going?” (Gen. 16:7–8, NLT)


The angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her authority.” Then he added, “I will give you more descendants than you can count.”


And the angel also said, “You are now pregnant and will give birth to a son. You are to name him Ishmael (which means ‘God hears’), for the Lord has heard your cry of distress. This son of yours will be a wild man, as untamed as a wild donkey! He will raise his fist against everyone, and everyone will be against him. Yes, he will live in open hostility against all his relatives.”


Thereafter, Hagar used another name to refer to the Lord, who had spoken to her. She said, “You are the God who sees me.” She also said, “Have I truly seen the One who sees me?” (Gen. 16:9–13, NLT).





Hagar meets an angel, but this angel is unlike any other. He sees the future, He is holy. In short, He is God-in-flesh. He is Christ before Bethlehem. In theological terms, these Old Testament appearances of God-in-flesh are known as theophanies, and the Scriptures are filled with them.


We see Him again in Genesis 22:11–12 when Abraham picks up a knife and is about to slay Isaac as a sacrifice:




At that moment the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”


“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!”


“Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son” (NLT, italics added).





Do you see? Abraham was sacrificing his son to God, and the Angel of the Lord said, “You have not withheld your only son from me”—speaking for God.


In Exodus 3, Moses met the angel of the Lord:




There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Although the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.”


When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!”


“Here I am!” Moses replied.


“Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God (Exod. 3:2–5, NLT).





In this passage, the Angel of the Lord expressly declares He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And Moses is afraid to look at God.


So, when you read about “the angel of the Lord,” you are reading about an Old Testament appearance of the Son of God, the second member of the triune Godhead. Notice, “an angel of the Lord” could be speaking about any holy angel, but “the angel of the Lord” refers to Christ.


The third member of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, is also mentioned many times in the Old Testament, as early as Genesis 1:2: “. . . and the Ruach Elohim [Holy Spirit] was hovering upon the surface of the water” (TLV).


The Bible records several conversations between “the angel of the Lord” and the Lord God—they are two separate persons. Look at Zechariah 1:8–17:




In a vision during the night, I saw a man sitting on a red horse that was standing among some myrtle trees in a small valley. Behind him were riders on red, brown, and white horses. I asked the angel who was talking with me, “My lord, what do these horses mean?”


“I will show you,” the angel replied.


The rider standing among the myrtle trees then explained, “They are the ones the Lord has sent out to patrol the earth.”


Then the other riders reported to the angel of the LORD, who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have been patrolling the earth, and the whole earth is at peace.”


Upon hearing this, the angel of the LORD prayed this prayer: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, for seventy years now you have been angry with Jerusalem and the towns of Judah. How long until you again show mercy to them?” And the LORD spoke kind and comforting words to the angel who talked with me.


Then the angel said to me, “Shout this message for all to hear: ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: My love for Jerusalem and Mount Zion is passionate and strong . . .’” (NLT, emphasis added).





After the Son of God is born in Bethlehem, lives, dies, is resurrected, and returns to Heaven, He is no longer known as “the angel of the Lord,” but as Jesus the Christ. So, references to “the angel of the Lord” are found only in the Old Testament.


What are angels? What are they like?


Angels are not the spirits of the people who were once human. Angels are unique beings who were created by God and his Son, and all the angels were created at one point in time. Through the inspiration of the Spirit, Paul wrote: “It is through his Son [Jesus] that we have redemption—that is, our sins have been forgiven. He is the visible image of the invisible God. He is supreme over all creation, because in connection with him were created all things—in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, lordships, rulers or authorities—they have all been created through him and for him. He existed before all things, and he holds everything together” (Col. 1:14–17, JNT).


Jesus, the Son of God, is not and never has been an angel. He is the second person of the Trinity, and although he willingly placed himself “lower than the angels for a brief time,” He is God.




Hebrews spells out seven reasons why Christ is superior to angels. (1) He has a more excellent name than angels (1:4–5). He is the Son of God; angels are only God’s servants, not His equals. (2) God’s angels worship God’s Son (1:6), and they are never to be worshiped. (3) God’s angels are creatures created by God’s Son who is the uncreated One (1:7). (4) The Father called God’s Son “God,” and even in His incarnate state, He had greater gifts than angels (1:8–9). (5) The angels are servants of God, but Christ is God’s Son and the divine Servant of Yahweh (1:14). (6) The Word of God did not originate with angels. They were simply used of God to give His message to man, whereas the word was spoken by “the Lord” (2:2–3). (7) In the future millennium, Christ, not angels, will rule (2:5–7).2





What are angels like? They are like humans in that they have intellect, will, and emotion. Angels do not know everything, for they are not omniscient like God. But they undoubtedly have a greater intellect than humans because they know all about the heavenlies, they have had access to all knowledge since their creation, and the holy angels have not suffered the corrupting effect of sin.


They have emotion, for the Bible tells us the angels rejoice when a human repents of his sin and turns to God. Their love is completely centered on God, for they worship and serve Him without ceasing.


Angels have will because they were given the freedom to choose holiness or unholiness at some point after their creation. Once they chose, they have been “sealed” or confirmed, and they do not change their minds.


Angels are eternal. They did have a beginning, but they do not have an end. They do not grow old or deteriorate like moral beings and earthly things.


Angels have great power, stronger than any human alive or dead.




Psalm 103:20 speaks of angels as being mighty in strength. In Matthew 28:2, only one angel was needed to roll away the stone from the tomb of Yeshua [Jesus], though normally, several men would have been needed to move such a stone. One angel opened the prison doors in Acts 5:19. In Acts 12:7, an angel was able to snap Peter’s chains off in prison. An angel was able to smite Agrippa with a disease that would take his life in Acts 12:23. Angels are referred to by the term powers in Ephesians 1:21; 3:10, and Colossians 1:16. 2 Thessalonians 1:7 speaks of the angels of his power, and 2 Peter 2:11 refers to the power of angels.3





When were the angels created?


God created the angels before He created the earth, mankind, or the animals:




“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?


Tell me, if you know so much.


Who determined its dimensions


and stretched out the surveying line?


What supports its foundations,


and who laid its cornerstone


as the morning stars sang together


and all the angels shouted for joy? (Job 38:4–7, NLT)





The angels were created holy—sinless—but they were given the ability to choose contrary to their nature. They could choose unholiness, and one-third of them did. After this choice, all the angels were confirmed in their choices, and they will remain in their state of holiness or unholiness for eternity. The unholy angels will be consigned to the Lake of Fire after the Last Judgment.


The angels who chose to disobey God are now known as unholy angels. Some people call them demons or fallen angels. Lucifer—the devil, or Satan—is a fallen angel. “Yes,” he [Jesus] told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning!” (Matt. 10:18, NLT).


The unholy angels are active today, working to frustrate the plans of God. They tempt Christians, deceive and blind unbelievers, and destroy human lives. They are active in the drug trade, in pornography, and in the wholesale destruction of innocence.


The majority of the angels did choose to obey God, and they are known as the holy angels. “For if someone is ashamed of me and of what I say in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man also will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38, JNT).


The holy angels are engaged in an invisible struggle against the unholy angels. Christians can engage in spiritual warfare, too, through prayer, obeying God, and realizing the struggle exists.


How many angels did God create? A large, finite number, probably higher than we can count.




“The Lord came from Mount Sinai


and rose like the sun from Edom;


he showed his greatness from Mount Paran.


He came with thousands of angels


from the southern mountains (Deut. 33:2, NCV).





The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place (Ps. 68:17, KJV).


“No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a joyful gathering” (Heb. 12:22, NLT).


Where do angels live? The holy angels live in Heaven.


“See that you never despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven are continually seeing the face of my Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:10, JNT).


Angels live in Heaven, but they operate on earth and in “the heavenlies”—which may be another dimension. They often have special missions to accomplish in our world, and they battle ungodly spiritual entities on earth, in the heavenly places, and in other dimensions.


How do angels appear? Angels appear in three ways: First, they appear in dreams while people sleep. While Jacob slept, he saw angels going up and down a ladder that stretched to Heaven (Genesis 28:12).


Second, sometimes angels appear in visions when people are awake. Daniel, Zechariah, and John the Revelator saw angels in visions and received messages from them.


Third, sometimes angels manifest “out of thin air.” Angels can assume human form, and they often do. They can disappear as quickly and unexpectedly as they appear.


Why did God create angels? If there are so many of them, why do we so rarely see them?


God created the angels because their creation was part of His holy will. He did not need them, He does not require them to survive or to do His work, but He chose to create them even knowing that some of them would exercise their freedom to choose unholiness.


Why do people sometimes see them? Although we cannot know every thought in the mind of God, through reading the biblical accounts, we can see God often sends an angel because an angel would elicit the best response from the human on the receiving end. The first reaction most folks have to seeing an angel—unless it’s an angel who appears as a completely ordinary man—is complete and utter fear:




David was terrified by the sword of the angel of the Lord (1 Chr. 21:30); Zechariah was afraid when he saw the angel (Luke 1:12); I was frightened and fell on my face (Dan. 8:17); a great trembling fell on them and they fled to hide themselves (Dan. 10:7); the guards were afraid of the angel of the Lord (Matt. 28:4); they went from the tomb in fear and great joy (Matt. 28:8); trembling and astonishment had gripped them (Mark 16:8); they said nothing to anyone because they were afraid (Mark 16:8); Cornelius looked at the angel in terror (Acts 10:4).4





In other accounts, people didn’t realize they encountered an angel until later. Balaam didn’t know an angel was blocking his donkey’s way (Num. 22:27). Abraham and Lot entertained angels (and Abraham entertained the Lord) without knowing who they were at first. The author of Hebrews warns us, “Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it!” (13:2, NLT).


God sends angels to encourage the people of God who are going through trials. When Jacob, who parted badly from his brother Esau, approached his brother’s home with great fear and trepidation, God sent an entire host of angels to meet and encourage him (Gen. 32:1–2). And when Paul was on a storm-tossed ship in danger of sinking, he told the terrified sailors: “For this very night, there stood next to me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve. He said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Sha’ul! you have to stand before the Emperor. Look! God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.’ So, men, take heart! For I trust God and believe that what I have been told will come true (Acts 27:23–25, JNT).


God sent an angel to a worried woman with a sprained ankle, assuring her she would be healed and ready to visit the Holy Land in ten days. In the same way, God sent an angel to comfort a frightened young missionary alone and friendless in a foreign airport.


God sends angels to deliver messages, just as he sent Gabriel to the Virgin Mary to tell her she would bear a child, the Son of God. He sent an angel to Daniel to outline God’s prophetic plan for creation, and He sent an angel to the apostle John to reveal even more information at the end of times, which John wrote down and we know as the book of Revelation.


God also used an angel to deliver a message to a discouraged Christian filmmaker who was about to walk away from his God-given calling.


God sends angels to deliver and save His people, just as he sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions in a cave with Daniel—and a woman who was about to drown in a California riptide.


God sends angels to remind us the spiritual world is real. When the king of Aram came against the prophet Elisha, Elisha’s servant saw the enemy army and their many chariots lined up outside the prophet’s house.




When the servant of the man of God got up early the next morning and went outside, there were troops, horses, and chariots everywhere. “Oh, sir, what will we do now?” the young man cried to Elisha.


“Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more on our side than on theirs!” Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!” The Lord opened the young man’s eyes, and when he looked up, he saw the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire. (2 Kings 6:15–17, NLT)





In the same way, God showed a young man heading into the ministry that a troubling recurrent dream was real and part of spiritual warfare, but that sort of evil could be defeated in Jesus’ name.


God sends angels to set an example for us. They obey joyfully and instantly and honor God in all they do. They model reverence and holiness and remind us to do the same—just as a young housewife was reminded to demonstrate kindness to an unexpected visitor who was less than lovely.


God sends angels to escort dying humans into eternity (Luke 16:22)—just like the angel who touched a broken music box to help a granddaughter know her beloved grandmother was on her way to Heaven.


God allows angels to learn from the church. We think of angels as powerful and intelligent, and they are. But angels long to learn from redeemed sinners because they have waited and watched as God’s plan for the redemption of mankind has unfolded. They were present when God cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, and they heard God promise the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15). They heard the prophets speak of the Messiah Who would come to reign and to suffer, to be a king and a baby. They announced the news to the shepherds keeping their flocks in the fields outside Bethlehem, they ministered to Jesus after His temptation in the wilderness (Mark 1:13), and they rolled away the stone over his tomb to show the world He had risen! They spoke to the disciples and the women, then they ministered to the apostles when they were imprisoned and beaten and persecuted for Christ’s sake.


And, Peter writes,




This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward.


They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but for you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by those who preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen. (1 Pet. 1:10–12, NLT)





Yet, as wonderful as angels are, we must never forget that many of their vast number chose unholiness and disobedience over holiness and obedience. Satan was a powerful cherub, but so great was his pride in his beauty and power he was cast out of Heaven and took one-third of the angels with him.


We cannot be so enamored with the idea of angels we forget some have set themselves against God. How can we tell them apart when the Bible says even Satan “masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14)?


The following three principles will guide you in any possible interaction with an angel.


First, we are not to seek, worship, or pray to angels. Why would you seek out an angel instead of seeking God? Angels are not God; they are his servants. They do not answer prayers. So, do not seek out an angel or allow a fallen angel to enter your life.




We are to pray only to God, who alone is omnipotent and thus able to answer prayer and who alone is omniscient and therefore able to hear the prayers of all his people at once. By virtue of omnipotence and omniscience, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are also worthy of being prayed to, but this is not true of any other being. Paul warns us against thinking any other “mediator” can come between us and God, “for there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). If we were to pray to angels, it would be implicitly attributing to them a status equal to God, which we must not do. There is no example in Scripture of anyone praying to any specific angel or asking angels for help.5





Second, we must beware of any angel who teaches false doctrine. Paul wrote, “Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News than the one we preached to you” (Gal. 1:8 NLT). False angels lie and deceive. False religions and cults have been based on teachings from false angels.


The angel who spoke to John and gave him the book of Revelation said this:




The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” Let anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life. And I solemnly declare to everyone who hears the words of prophecy written in this book: If anyone adds anything to what is written here, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book. And if anyone removes any of the words from this book of prophecy, God will remove that person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described in this book. (Rev. 22:17–19 NLT)





If at any time you have an encounter with a being whom you suspect of being an angel, carefully consider his purpose in coming to you. Does he glorify God? Does he honor Jesus? Does he say or do anything contrary to Scripture?


Holy angels are real, and God may send one to help you in a time of trouble. Live, therefore, in such a way that your activities, words, and actions will make His heart joyful and glorify our Father in Heaven. The angels—seen or unseen—will praise God, too!


—Angela Hunt, Th.D.




CHAPTER ONE


ANGEL ON MY DOORSTEP


MARTHA ROGERS


In the summer of 1960, my husband and I lived in a middle-class neighborhood of older homes and duplexes. Ours was a two-story duplex, and we lived on the bottom floor. The couple upstairs worked and were gone during the day, so I had the place all to myself.


I was a newlywed home economist for the electric utility company in Houston, Texas. Because my duties included conducting cooking schools and demonstrating food preparation, I often worked at home to create the recipes I would use in my classes and demonstrations.


At least once a week, I experimented with recipes I found in newspapers, magazines, and old cookbooks.


One morning, I was working at home alone, concocting foods for a two-hour cooking school the next day. I tested several main dishes, including meatloaf, spaghetti sauce, lasagna, and a chicken casserole. My menus also included vegetables, salads, breads, and desserts.


My casserole dishes, pans, serving dishes, platters, and cooling racks held more food than one can imagine for a single home kitchen. The place looked more like a restaurant. Food covered the counters and tables as well as space in the tiny breakfast alcove and dining room. I stashed the cold items—like a delicious congealed salad—in the refrigerator. I even whipped up two meat fillings to make sandwiches for my husband.


I tasted and sampled and decided which recipes I’d keep and which ones I’d toss. Exhausted, I finally took a break sometime after noon and ate a sandwich. I fixed a pitcher of tea for our dinner that night and poured a glass for my lunch.
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