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  PREFACE




  In the thirty years since its establishment in 1981, the religious organization Happy Science has garnered a considerable amount of prestige in the eyes of the general public. Our ideas and insights have opened new frontiers of not only religious culture, but also politics, economics, management, international affairs, education, and the next generation of science. Our philosophy is now becoming the common infrastructure for a new kind of academics. The ideas that Happy Science generated, which have been published in more than 1,500 books, have in fact wielded tremendous influence in Japan and throughout the world.




  We have reached a critical crossroad in history—a moment that marks the beginning of a new civilization. As we begin to enact our vision for a new type of university, we are aiming to develop a new field of study based on our founding principles. This attempt will create unique added value to the existing academic world and will provide clear guidelines for leading this country and the world into the future.




  In these pages, I shed light on what I consider to be the new frontiers of academia, and I present the new idea of a university. I firmly believe that this is our first step to building a new and better future.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Founder and CEO of Happy Science Group


  Founder of Happy Science University


  September 25, 2013
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  The Significance of Founding a New University in Contemporary Japan




  MC:


  Today, we have the honor of hearing a lecture by Master Ryuho Okawa entitled “The New Idea of a University.” Master Okawa will answer your questions about Happy Science University. If you have a question, please raise your hand.




  INTERVIEWER A:


  Thank you very much for giving us this opportunity today. In recent years, many universities have had to close. What limitations do you think existing universities face now? Why do you consider it important for Happy Science to build a new university, and what kinds of new ideas do you plan to incorporate into the academic world? I would greatly appreciate it if you would share your thoughts on these points.




  
Building a Foundation for a New Civilization and New Fields of Study




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  Japan’s overall population is indeed decreasing, and this trend is expected to continue, so many universities probably feel threatened by the financial crisis that they may be facing in the near future. In fact, I’ve heard of colleges that admit anyone who wants to attend, so if you are not too selective or keen to go to a top-ranking university, you will have no problem entering one. Although students have a large selection of universities to choose from, I feel that the existing universities have not been able to meet certain needs. What exactly are these needs?




  Many of the Japanese universities were founded in the Meiji period [1868 – 1912]. The Meiji period brought with it the end of the feudal era, the cultural enlightenment, and the Westernization of the Japanese society. Those who had been studying Confucianism under the previous Tokugawa shogunate switched to Western studies. These universities were built to help people meet the demands of the new times.




  Although this transition worked out at the onset of the Meiji era, as we entered the Taisho and Showa periods [1912 – 1926 and 1926 – 1989, respectively], and with their defeat in World War II, I think that the Japanese people gradually started losing sight of their identity as a nation and also lost a clear vision of the future.




  I feel that Fukuzawa Yukichi’s idea of Datsua Nyuo—“departing from Asia and joining the West”—is no longer sufficient in this day and age.[1] We now need an institution that can disseminate Japan’s unique and original culture to the world. While we need to make full use of all the knowledge and culture we’ve imported from the West since the Meiji period, we also need to take the situations of non-Christian nations into consideration when designing the ideal future of the world.




  So, as to the question of why I dare to establish a new university and present it to the world today, I’d say that I want to build an educational institution that will be a source of a new civilization and that will produce new fields of studies.




  
Providing Opportunities to Learn about Foreign Cultures from a Foundation of Basic Knowledge and Expertise




  OKAWA:


  We will, of course, use some existing materials and studies, but my expectation for this university is much higher than simply reproducing the same material over and over. There are already enough of those conventional universities, many of which have more than one hundred years of history behind them. If Japan’s university-level education remains as it is, then there is little hope for Japan’s future, and Japan will continue to play a limited role on the world stage. This is how everyone feels now, from top government officials all the way down to the general public.




  To remedy this situation, for instance, the current ruling party of Japan has proposed making it mandatory for students to take TOEFL [the Test of English as a Foreign Language], an English proficiency test that nonnative English speakers take to attend schools mainly in the United States and other developed English-speaking countries. They proposed setting minimum TOEFL scores as requirements to enter and graduate from universities in Japan. This move to incorporate TOEFL into the university entrance process has also gained support from Mr. Hiroshi Mikitani, the founder of Rakuten, who studied in the United States while he was working for a Japanese bank.[2]




  TOEFL is an exam developed and administered by an American private nonprofit organization, and it’s questionable whether this is an appropriate exam to assess the reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills of each and every one of the hundreds and thousands of Japanese students who take the college entrance exams. This exam does work well to determine whether students have the language skills necessary to study in English-speaking countries. But I’m not sure if this is an appropriate test for Japanese students to take within a set amount of time, all at once, on a national level. After all, the TOEFL test was designed to check the language ability of students who wish to study in English-speaking countries like the United States.
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