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  This book is dedicated to all those snarky folks out there who love a witty comeback, a well-turned line, a pithy bon mot, a great retort, a cut-to-the-quick insult, a clever retort, or a good snark.

  Thanks also to a great support staff at Skyhorse and the usual bunch of crazies in my life . . . you know who you are.

  And, of course, to RP . . . light at the end of the tunnel that isn't an oncoming train.


  Other Titles in the Snark Series:

  The Snark Handbook

  The Snark Handbook: Insult Edition

  The Snark Handbook: Sex Edition

  Snark! The Herald Angels Sing

  The Snark Handbook : Politics & Government Edition

  The Snark Handbook: Clichés Edition

  The Snark Handbook: Parenting Edition


  
    
      Introduction
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  W hen my first Snark book came out some four years ago, the word “snark” was a term that was rarely heard. It was never mentioned on radio or television. It wasn’t used to describe a sarcastic website or a bitingly nasty novel or a particularly pithy magazine article.

  No. Snark was only used on the somewhat rare occasion when someone needed a word to describe an attitude that was a little more than sarcastic and definitely a lot more than snide. Thus, the term “snark” was born. It had admittedly been around for a while, lurking about in the staid literary canon where it was used to great effect by Lewis Carrol in The Hunting of the Snark and by Jack London in The Cruise of the Snark. But in the popular media? Not so much.

  So just where did the idea of giving “snark” a rebirth come from? It started after reading Snark by David Denby, a pissy polemic against snark and its uses in the political arena. Denby tried to make the case that snark was beginning to run rampant in the media—ruining conversations and shutting down any real discussion of the issues. As is often the case, his warning not only went unheeded, but in fact played a role in kick-starting its general acceptance.

  So shortly after, snark was considered cool and hip. It became the foundation of a generation of comic’s jokes and routines. They used it liberally and their often ill-based tirades were little more than attempts to separate themselves from mainstream humor and declare to each other that they were all a part of the same great contemporary group. It became a badge for them, an identity. And soon enough, it became the very mainstream of humor that they have just recently rallied against.

  I watched all this with despair. Most of these five-minute wonders had the cutting edge of a plastic knife, and their humor certainly missed more than it hit. There was no genius here, not when compared to the great snarkists/humorists like Dorothy Parker, Groucho Marx, Robert Benchley, Oscar Wilde, H. L. Mencken . . . the list goes on and on.

  But I did recognize that there were a few great contemporary wits working in snark. I liked Dennis Leary, Bill Hicks, Bill Maher, Lewis Black, and Dennis Miller. I wanted to celebrate them; to put together an homage to the wit and witticisms of these great snarkists, and thus an idea was hatched. The topics covered in this book touch on everything snark. We have the use of vitriolic repartee with a sly, knowing, condescending tone to it. We also touch on the words that “hurt so good,” with the clever—and sometimes hurtful—insult. Then I thought: What one thing can cause the greatest amount of snark? What makes people angry and sarcastic and ready to cut their fellow man to the quick? And then, like a lightning bolt from Zeus, the answer arrived: S-E-X. (Spelled just like that, with the hyphens and everything. Good thing the Greek deity didn’t send me [image: Image], the Greek word for sex. Things would have turned out completely different.)

  The Illustrated Dictionary of Snark also delves into the sanctity of marriage and family as a whole. To sum up our mindset, we borrow some words from the great, Louis C.K.’s stand up, Shameless:

  Divorce is always good news. I know that sounds weird, but it’s true because no good marriage has ever ended in divorce. . .. That would be sad. If two people were married and they were really [happy] and they just had a great thing and then they got divorced, that would be really sad. But that has happened zero times.

  Politics pundits, clichés, the whole shebang. All these and more are touched on and available in one handy volume. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry (mostly about spending the money). It’ll be a combination of Cats and Les Misérables, “Stairway to Heaven” and “Freebird,” Jeop ardy and Wheel of Fortune all rolled into one . . . but one that conveniently still fits on the back of the toilet seat, to be dipped into time after time during what is the American public’s usual reading time. (Caution: The pages are not flushable.)

  Robert Hunter once wrote the words, “what a long strange trip it’s been” . . . amen brother. And it ain’t over yet!

  Lawrence Dorfman


  
    
      Opposite Sex
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  It’s better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all—Nah, not buyin’ it, not one lil’ bit.
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  Absence makes the heart grow fonder—Is it really the heart? Pretty sure absence makes the . . . hell, I don’t know, can’t remember now . . . maybe it was “abstinence” . . . what does abstinence make grow again?

  [image: Image]

  She’s as beautiful as the day is long—Just remember . . . the day always ends with night . . . dark, terrifying, ugly night. And that can be mighty long, too.
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  You make a better door than a window—Hey, I’ve always been more of a door man—check out those knockers.
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  She fell out of the ugly tree and hit every branch on the way down—Clearly, she likes climbing back up there, over and over and over.
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  Always a bridesmaid—That should be telling you something.
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  Beat around the bush—Drunken first sexual encounter or some retro political campaign slogan? Your guess.
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  Life’s a bitch—Then you die . . . or get married.
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  Sweet 16 and never been kissed—She did say “kissed,” yes?
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      Cat-like grace
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      It changed his/her life forever
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      Doesn’t know if she’s washing or hanging out

      [image: Image]

      A faint heart never a true love knows
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      Got knocked up
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      Hankypanky

      [image: Image]

      To your heart’s content

      [image: Image]

      Went storming off in a huff

      [image: Image]

      Twist of fate

      [image: Image]

      Fashion victim
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      Don’t upset the apple cart
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      Don’t get your knickers in a twist (English)
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      Don’t trust the lock to which everyone has a key
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      Give and take

      [image: Image]

      He/she is as dense as a London fog
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      Meaningful relationship
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      We’re at loggerheads
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      Significant other
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  A rose by any other name would smell as sweet—I guess you can call them what you want . . . but I guarantee that sending your wife a dozen American Beauty long stemmed “spider warts” will not get you laid.
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  She’s as cold as ice—And twice as slippery. And your tongue always gets stuck to her.
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  She’s as delicate as a flower—Nothing delicate about that smell, though.
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  You can’t buy love—But you can pay heavily for it.
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  I’ve had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn’t it.

  —GROUCHO MARX
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  Lines Men Use

  [image: Image] All those curves, and me with no brakes.

  [image: Image] Let’s go to my place and do the things I’ll tell everyone we did anyway.

  [image: Image] Don’t worry, it only seems kinky the first time.

  [image: Image] You’re so fine, you make me want to go out and get a job.

  [image: Image] My magical watch says you aren’t wearing any panties. Oh, you are? It must be an hour fast!

  

  You cannot make someone love you—All you can do is stalk them and hope they panic, and then give in.
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  Women might be able to fake orgasms. But men can fake whole relationships.

  —SHARON STONE
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  Excuses to Get Out of a Date1

  [image: Image] I’m teaching my dog to yodel.

  [image: Image]I prefer to remain an enigma. Or a conundrum. I forget which.

  [image: Image] Sorry, I’m trying to finish He’s Just Not That Into You.

  [image: Image] My friend is on The Bachelor (or The Bachelorette) and I promised to stay single during the show in case they needed someone new.

  [image: Image]I don’t think you can afford the lifestyle I’ve become accustomed to.

  [image: Image] I’m so sorry but my shrink doesn’t think you sound right for me.

  [image: Image] Drinks are a bad idea; I have an AA appointment that night.

  [image: Image]I’m sorry, what did you say? I have a terrible habit of ignoring people who bore me.

  

  Snarky Things You Don’t Want to Hear During Sex

  [image: Image]Twins can feel what’s happening to each other and mine just called to complain.

  [image: Image]Could we do this without kissing? I’m trying to talk on the phone.

  [image: Image]Could you undress closer to the blinking red light?

  [image: Image]This is one case where you can’t blame the condom.

  [image: Image]I haven’t felt this good since the conjugal visits.

  

  Marriage is not a word. It’s a sentence.
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  Lady Nancy Astor once got annoyed at Churchill. “Winston,” she said sharply, “if you were my husband I’d put poison in your coffee”. “And if I were your husband,” responded Churchill, “I’d drink it”
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  Anyone who believes that men are the equal of women has never seen a man trying to wrap a Christmas present.

  —ANONYMOUS
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  Kiss her under the mistletoe? I wouldn’t kiss her under anesthetic.
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  Why a Christmas Tree Is Better Than a Man

  1. A Christmas tree is always erect.

  2. Even small ones give satisfaction.

  3. A Christmas tree stays up for twelve days and nights.

  4. A Christmas tree always looks good—even with the lights on.

  5. A Christmas tree is always happy with its size.

  6. A Christmas tree doesn’t get mad if you break one of its balls.

  7. You can throw a Christmas tree out when it’s past its sell-by date.

  8. You don’t have to put up with a Christmas tree all year.

  

  Why a Christmas Tree Is Better Than a Woman

  1. A Christmas tree doesn’t care how many other Christmas trees you have had in the past.

  2. Christmas trees don’t get mad if you use exotic electrical devices.

  3. A Christmas tree doesn’t care if you have an artificial one in the closet.

  4. A Christmas tree doesn’t get mad if you break one of its balls.

  5. You can feel a Christmas tree before you take it home.

  6. A Christmas tree doesn’t get mad if you look up underneath it.

  7. A Christmas tree doesn’t get jealous around other Christmas trees.

  8. A Christmas tree doesn’t care if you watch football all day.

  

  She was a large woman who seemed not so much dressed as upholstered.2

  —JAMES MATTHEW BARRIE
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  She was what we used to call a suicide blonde—dyed by her own hand.

  —SAUL BELLOW
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  The trouble with her is that she lacks the power of conversation but not the power of speech.

  —GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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  She has the attention span of a lightning bolt.

  —ROBERT REDFORD
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  Her figure described a set of parabolas that could cause cardiac arrest in a yak.

  —WOODY ALLEN
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  I treasure every moment I don’t see her.

  —OSCAR LEVANT on Phyllis Diller
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  Kirstie Alley says she makes her new boyfriends wait six months to have sex with her. Of course, some insist on twelve months.

  —CONAN O’BRIEN
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  Snarkin’ the News

  [image: Image] Doesn’t it sometimes feel like you’re in the middle of a joke? Three women were arrested for showing up at a drug hearing carrying drugs. Included was a tourniquet, a syringe, a copious amount of pills, and some hash. Why not wear T-shirts that say “We have drugs”? Did they think the term “drug test” was going to be an oral exam? Or that the authorities would test their drugs for them, you know, for quality? Yikes.

  [image: Image] A group of Hasidic women chased down a twelve-year-old mugger, took his gun, and held him until the police came. When they finally arrived, the boy screamed, “Please, please take me to jail. I can’t stand the guilt anymore!”

  [image: Image]“My wife just had a baby.” “Congratulations! Whose is it?"3

  

  Things Men Would Do with a Vagina for a Day

  1. Immediately go shopping for cucumbers and zucchini.

  2. Squat over a handheld mirror for an hour.

  3. See if it’s possible to launch a ping-pong ball twenty feet.

  4. Finally find that damned G-spot.

  

  Things Women Would Do with a Penis for a Day

  1. Get ahead faster in corporate America.

  2. Get a blow job.

  3. Pee standing.

  4. Jump up and down naked with an erection to see if it feels as funny as it looks.

  5. Repeat number 2.
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  When her husband passed away, the wife put the usual death notice in the newspaper, but added that he had died of gonorrhea. Once the daily newspapers had been delivered, a good friend of the family phoned and complained bitterly, “You know very well that he died of diarrhea, not gonorrhea.”

  Replied the widow, “Yes, I know that he died of diarrhea, but I thought it would be better for posterity to remember him as a great lover rather than the big shit that he really was.”

  [image: Image]

  If you want to know how your girl will treat you after marriage, just listen to her talking to her little brother.

  —SAM LEVENSON
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  Sexual Indiscretions Match Box4

  A, John Edwards

  B. Amy Fisher

  C Marv Albert

  D. Larry Craig

  E. David Letterman

  F. Elizabeth Taylor

  [image: Image]

  1. A sportscaster who became the butt of jokes when he was accused of sodomy and other bizarre sexual proclivities by a woman with whom he had a decade-long affair. His longtime girlfriend stood by him, and they recently married. That’s what I call true love.

  2. This movie star was married eight times to seven husbands. When her third husband died, she married his best friend (who was already married to someone else). They divorced; she married another film star whom she divorced, remarried, and divorced again. Two more to go.5

  3. A married senator, with a strong antigay platform, allegedly caught in an airport men’s room using his foot to tap out sexual preferences to the FBI agent in the next stall. He says he was just picking up a piece of paper.6

  4, A complete unknown, she entered into a love tryst at seventeen with a thirty-six-year-old married mechanic and then shot and seriously injured his wife. Also had a sex tape. Still unknown.

  5. A strong family-values presidential candidate, he was the subject of a sex tape with his mistress, who was pregnant with his love child at the time. Meanwhile, his wife was dying of cancer. Whad-daya think of those values?

  6. After being outed by a news staffer, this married television host and comedian confessed to finding his fun at the office through affairs with several members of his staff.

  

  
    
      LOVE BEFORE SEX

      “First comes love, then comes marriage . . ?” What’s the next line? Ah, yes: “Then comes baby in the baby carriage.” Now if that doesn’t make your toes curl, you’re reading the wrong book. Sure, the idea of love before sex is lovely, if antiquated. I’ll bet you think that you’ll still love your spouse when he or she is ninety-three. You won’t even notice how large those underpants are getting—that is, when you actually have a chance to peer into the great canyon that once smartly connected two halves of a tight ass. Even your granny will tell you that falling in love blinds you, that having sex while blind may heighten your sensations,7 and that heightened sensations lead to marriage, which leads to a baby in a baby carriage. ’Nuff said.

      

      Love is an electric blanket with somebody else in control of the switch.8

      —CATHY CARLYLE

      My wife is pregnant—she took seriously what was poked at her in fun.

      [image: Image]

      Love and eggs are best when fresh.

      My wife wants Olympic sex — every four years.

      [image: Image]

      My wife only has sex with me for a purpose. Last night it was to time an egg.

      Love is blind but marriage is a real eye-opener.

      [image: Image]

      Love, the quest; marriage, the conquest; divorce, the inquest.

      [image: Image]

      Her kisses left something to be desired—the rest of her.

      [image: Image]

      Marry at twenty and you’ll be shocked at who you’re living with at thirty.

      [image: Image]

      Love is only a dirty trick played on us to achieve continuation of the species.

      —W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM

      By all means marry; if you get a good wife, you’ll be happy. If you get a bad one, you’ll become a philosopher.

      —SOCRATES

      [image: Image]

      Love at first sight is one of the greatest labor-saving devices the world has ever seen.

      

      Romantic love is. . . a drug. It distorts reality, and that’s the point of it. It would be impossible to fall in love with someone you really saw.

      —FRAN LEBOWITZ

      Until I got married, I was my own worst enemy.
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