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Wildcat practices under Adolph Rupp were all business and famous for the silence.


Foreword
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Only a select few sports teams, professional or amateur, have achieved the kind of success as the University of Kentucky basketball program, and then managed to keep that success at a consistently high level for such a long period of time. The Wildcats made their mark nationally back in the 1930s, and to this day they rank among the elite basketball programs in college hoops. In fact, UK has won more games than any other Division I program.

What makes UK’s record even more impressive is that most of those wins didn’t come against easy opponents. Almost from the beginning, going back to Coach Rupp’s early years, the Wildcats consistently faced the strongest teams and the best individuals. That was certainly true when I played. During my three years as a Wildcat, I did battle against Jeff Mullins of Duke, Billy Cunningham of North Carolina, Donnie Kessinger of Ole Miss, Jerry Lucas and John Havlicek of Ohio State, Rod Thorn of West Virginia and Les Hunter of Loyola of Chicago, just to name a few. Facing players of that caliber wasn’t easy, but if you want to be the best you have to take on the best. UK players did that before I showed up, and they continue to do it these days. No one can ever accuse UK of shying away from a tough fight.

Having been a Wildcat myself, I know firsthand how much their basketball team means to the fans. Players come and go, coaches retire or move on, but the fans’ loyalty to the program is unwavering. And no team has better or more faithful fans than UK. They are always behind the team and the players, no matter the situation. Home games in Rupp Arena are always sold out, and when the Cats hit the road, it’s not unusual to see more UK fans in the stands than followers of the home team. There’s a reason why UK fans are known as Big Blue Nation.

[image: images]

It seems to me that Wildcat fans love to read about or talk about the past almost as much as they look to the future. Fans are always asking me what it was like to play for Coach Rupp, or what was Harry Lancaster like, or what was my best game? They still send me copies of the issue of Sports Illustrated that had my picture on the cover and ask me to autograph it for them. That was many years ago, but Wildcat fans never forget. Once a member of the UK family, always a member.

I first got to know Tom back when he worked for Cawood Ledford, a man I had great respect and admiration for. For Tom, being able to work with Cawood and listen to his stories had to be the best education possible for undertaking a book such as the University of Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia. I would imagine that going to work for Cawood every day was like taking a class in Wildcat basketball history. Tom couldn’t help but absorb the information he heard on a daily basis.

Over the years Tom has written several articles about me, and in each one he always had an accurate assessment of my accomplishments. I know from those articles, and from previous editions of this book, that Tom gets his facts straight and that he writes in a style that is easy to read.

So when Tom asked me to write the Foreword for this fourth edition of the Kentucky Basketball Encyclopedia, I gladly said yes. I agreed because I know that this is easily the most-detailed, most-comprehensive book relating to UK basketball that you’re going to find. If you’re a Wildcat fan, either an old one or a new one, this is a book for you. It’s all in here—stories on each season dating back to 1903, player profiles, game recaps, plenty of statistics and hundreds of terrific photos.

It was my great good fortune to be a Wildcat player and to be part of UK’s long and glorious basketball tradition. Those four years are among the happiest and most-memorable of my life. Now I’m just another Wildcat fan, and as a fan I can tell you that this is a book you are going to enjoy and appreciate.

Tom has done a terrific job of detailing UK’s rich basketball history for all Wildcat fans. It’s all in these pages. Read and enjoy.
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Cotton Nash


Introduction

Throughout the University of Kentucky’s long and magnificent basketball history, there have been three eras that can truly be called golden, and one that is most accurately described as a precursor. Any sports program that maintains such a high level of consistency decade after decade has had more than its share of successful eras. However, all other UK eras are overshadowed by these four, beginning with the precursor:

[image: images] From 1930 through 1935, Adolph Rupp’s first five teams had a won-loss record of 86-11, a winning percentage of 88.7. Two of those teams, 1932-33 and 1934-35, were named Helms Foundation National Champions. Six Wildcats were named All-Americans during this time frame, including Carey Spicer, Aggie Sale, Ellis Johnson, French DeMoisey, Leroy “Cowboy” Edwards and Dave Lawrence. Sale and Edwards were also named Helms Foundation National Player of the Year in 1933 and 1935, respectively. This was the era that set the stage for what was to follow while also putting UK hoops on the national stage.

[image: images] From 1945-46 through 1953-54, the Wildcats had a record of 241-20, which computes to an incredible winning percentage of 92.3. There were three NCAA championships (’48, ’49, ’51), one NIT title (’46), one undefeated team (1953-54), one Olympic gold medal (London, 1948) and SEC championships every season. Four of those teams won at least 30 games, and the most losses sustained in a season were five. All-Americans during those years included Ralph Beard, Alex Groza, Wah Wah Jones, Bill Spivey, Cliff Hagan and Frank Ramsey. A strong argument can be made that this is UK’s greatest Golden Era.

[image: images] From 1990-91 through 1997-98, the Wildcats’ record was 240-40, a winning percentage of 85.7. There were a pair of national titles (’96, ’98), one runner-up finish (’97) and six SEC tourney championships. More important, this Golden Era restored glory to a program that had been hard hit by NCAA sanctions. Rick Pitino (with late help from Tubby Smith), was the architect of this rejuvenation. Jamal Mashburn, Tony Delk and Ron Mercer were Wildcats who earned All-America recognition during these years.
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Fabulous Five teammates Cliff Barker, Kenny Rollins, Wah Wah Jones and Ralph Beard are recognized by the Rupp Arena crowd during the golden anniversary of UK’s 1948 NCAA title and Olympic gold medal. Missing is center Alex Groza, who passed away in 1995.
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President Clinton was all smiles after receiving a Wildcat jersey from senior center Mark Pope. The president, an avid Arkansas fan, honored the 1996 championship Cats during the team’s official visit to the White House.

[image: images] From 2009-10 through 2015-16, with John Calipari running the show, the Wildcats have a record of 217-47 for a winning percentage of .822 The 2011-12 team captured the national crown, four of his teams advanced to the Final Four—(2011, 2012, 2014 and 2015), and two teams had unblemished records in SEC action (2011-12 and 2014-15). Calipari-coached All-Americans include John Wall, DeMarcus Cousins, Terrence Jones, Anthony Davis, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, Julius Randle, Willie Cauley-Stein, Karl-Anthony Towns, Tyler Ulis and Jamal Murray.

Sustained Excellence

In the original Introduction to the book, I argued that the two most successful sports teams of the 20th Century were the New York Yankees and the Kentucky Wildcats. That’s a statement I stand behind 100 percent, and an argument I firmly believe I can win. After all, it’s easy to win when the facts (wins) back you up.

The Yankees and the Wildcats were models of sustained excellence. Other teams soared across the sports firmament, only to flame out or disintegrate completely. Today’s superpower became tomorrow’s faded memory. But not UK or the Yankees. Those two teams reached the highest heights and remained there for almost the entire century.

However, the 21st Century has dawned much differently for both of those proud and mighty teams. The Yankees have claimed only a single World Series title since 2000, and making matters worse for pinstripe fans, they have at times performed in a most-ordinary manner. No doubt, those old pinstripe Hall of Fame Yankees who won a World Series ring virtually every October are wondering what went wrong.

For Big Blue fans, an almost-impossible bunch to satisfy, things went from “What’s happened?” to “Hey, look folks, we’re back on top.” They were taken on an unsteady roller-coaster ride that went from the poorhouse back to the penthouse. From the depths of despair to the mountaintop.

Smooth Waters Once Again

There can be no denying the fact that the Big Blue Nation faithful had to suffer through two years of agony and disappointment prior to John Calipari’s arrival on the scene. Of course, those were the two years between Tubby Smith and Calipari. The infamous—and unsuccessful—Billy Gillispie Experiment.

[image: images]

The giant shadow of legendary coach Adolph Rupp will forever loom over the UK program.

Incredibly, Tubby, a man of dignity, class and honor, had worn out his welcome at UK, having alienated a vast segment of Big Blue fanatics, many of whom spent endless time and energy raking the coach over the coals for everything from recruiting failures to a boring style of play to, well, just about anything short of homicide. In the end, the coach labeled “10-Loss Tubby” by disgruntled fans could seemingly do nothing right. So, he bolted for Minnesota, taking over a basketball program that had hit rock bottom.

Mitch Barnhart, UK’s athletics director, wasted little time choosing Smith’s successor, plucking the little-known Gillispie from relative obscurity and throughsting him into the heated glare of UK’s never-ending spotlight. Few coaches anywhere have gone farther faster than Gillispie did. From high school coach to head man at UK in just over a decade certainly qualifies as a meteoric rise within your chosen profession.

[image: images]

Joe B. Hall is one of the most-important figures in UK basketball history. His willingness to recruit black athletes helped UK shake its white only image and remain competitive at the highest levels.

Gillispie, known as a workaholic and a master recruiter, had performed admirably during previous stints at UTEP (two years) and Texas A&M (three years). No doubt, his recruiting prowess played a key role in his landing the job. Remember, recruiting failures topped the list of grievances UK fans had against Tubby.

Gillispie, supremely confident, quickly proved that his reputation as a recruiter wasn’t overblown. He landed Patrick Patterson and Alex Legion, two highly sought-after prep stars, and another half-dozen underclassmen who made early commitments to join UK in upcoming years.

But Gillispie’s instant popularity and fast start didn’t last too long. Less than two months into the season, the combination of a slow start by the Wildcats, who often looked lost and disorganized on both ends of the court, and Legion’s defection was enough to cause Big Blue fans to wonder if perhaps the jury was still out on the new coach.

Compounding the situation was Gillispie’s personality. Or, his lack of a personality. There is simply no denying that he was something of an odd duck from the very beginning. He never really appeared to be comfortable in his role as UK coach. His lack of social skills, combined with an apparent unwillingness to accept the fact that the UK coach is more than a guy who pushes X’s and O’s around on a chalkboard, provided an undercurrent that ran through his two years at the helm. Gillispie failed to grasp a simple fact: the UK coach is a movie star and a rock star and a high-profile celebrity all rolled into one. In short, he is easily the most recognizable individual in the commonwealth. Gillispie never understood that.

But in the end, none of those things meant as much as a 40-27 record, no SEC success and a failure to make it into the NCAA tourney.

So long, Billy G; hello, Coach Cal.

A savior, at just the right moment.

And almost instantly, the UK ship was once again sailing on smooth waters.

Changing Times

Calipari was the perfect choice to rebuild the UK program. Successful coaching gigs at UMass and Memphis, along with a brief stint in the NBA, prepared him for the rigors—on-court and off—that go hand-in-hand with guiding the UK program. He didn’t shy away from the challenge; he embraced it. He didn’t run away from the spotlight; he sought it out. He didn’t refuse to speak in front of UK alumni groups; he gladly made those appearances.

Of course, doing all the right things is only part of the deal. Racking up victories is what really matters. Moses come down from the mountain would be run out of town if he didn’t win enough games. Winning is what it’s ultimately all about.

And in that regard, Calipari is nothing but aces. The man had five straight 30-win seasons (the first coach to ever accomplish that) and seven overall. He has more than 600 wins as a college coach, a 78-percent winning rate, and he has racked up enough coaching honors to fill a medium-size museum. He has sent a host of players to the NBA, including five first-round picks from his first UK team.

(You can bet that Coach Rupp is now looking down, nodding his head in approval, happy with what he is seeing.)

While he was nodding his approval, Coach Rupp would likely be shaking his head at how much the times have changed since he was running the show. No doubt, the Baron would be dazzled by the size, talent, strength and athleticism of today’s players, while at the same time being dismayed that current players rarely hang around for more than a year or two. That’s a far cry from “back in the day” when players stayed the full four years.

Even now, the debate rages concerning the merits (or lack thereof) of the so-called “one-and-done” situation. More than likely the divide is generational, with older fans still favoring the old way, while the younger fans, many who don’t even remember the old way, are perfectly content with the current situation. In truth, most of Big Blue Nation cares about only one thing—winning.

Although many coaches are now beginning to accept the one-and-done model as a reality that can’t be ignored, it was Calipari who first recognized and embraced it. He understood that it’s better to have a John Wall or an Anthony Davis for only a single season than to not sign them, then have to deal with them in the NCAA Tournament. He wanted the best, even if he only had them for one season.

To many old-timers this isn’t an ideal model. In their eyes, it violates the very principles of college athletics. College is about education (even for athletes) and should not simply be a stepping-stone to the NBA. Hence, their dislike for the one-and-done model.

But blaming Calipari (or any college coach) for opting to go that route is to point the finger in the wrong direction. If you’re looking for a villain, then cast your eyes toward the NBA. There’s your culprit.

And don’t blame the players, either. If you had the choice between going to UK for one year, then signing an NBA guaranteed contract for $3 million per year, or staying in school, earning your degree, then finding a job (if you’re fortunate) making $50,000 per year, what would you do? And besides, there is nothing that says a pro basketball player can’t return to school and get his degree. Many have done just that.

In the final analysis, though, the ultimate success of the program rests where it always has—on the shoulders of the players who wear the blue and white, whether for one year or four. They’re the ones who put the ball in the basket, grab rebounds, hand out assists and play defense. They are the true pillars upon which the UK basketball empire was built. They have been the life blood, the warriors who set an unbelievably high standard of excellence and then have sustained it for more than 100 years.

[image: images]

John Calipari led the Wildcats to their eighth national championship in 2012.

Few programs have had more truly great players than the University of Kentucky. The roll call of Big Blue giants sounds like a Who’s Who of college hoops. Their talent, dedication, sacrifice and athletic ability helped build a basketball program that gave all Kentuckians something to be proud of.

Thanks to them all, the four-year guys and the one-and-done players, we have all been able to journey down the “Glory Road.”

[image: images]

5-27-2016
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The UK basketball program has been a model of sustained excellence for a century. The Wildcats have won more games than any other Division I school.
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CHAPTER

1
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Kentucky Coaches Since 1930

Adolph Rupp

UK Record: 876-190 (82.2%), 42 years

Alma Mater: Kansas (1923)

Hometown: Halstead, Kan.

Born: Sept. 2, 1901

Died: Dec. 11, 1977 (age 76)

[image: images]

Few coaches have had a more profound impact on a sport than Adolph Rupp had on college basketball. Without Rupp’s driving insistence on excellence — and the fact that his teams consistently destroyed opponents — it’s doubtful that college basketball would have risen to such heights, both in on-court performance and off-court popularity. That’s especially true in the South, where, prior to Rupp’s arrival at UK, basketball was little more than a club sport used by football players to stay in shape. Rupp changed that forever by upping the ante. He took basketball seriously, thus forcing other Southern schools to improve their basketball program or risk continuing embarrassment at the hands of his fast-breaking Wildcat teams.

Rupp’s basketball lineage can be traced back to the very beginning of the sport. He was tutored by the great Phog Allen at Kansas, and was a student of the game under Dr. James Naismith, the man who invented the game of basketball. After a high school coaching stint in Freeport, Ill., Rupp accepted the UK job in 1930, where, during the next 42 seasons, he took the Wildcat basketball program to the heights of glory, along the way becoming the winningest coach in all of college basketball.

Rupp went on to surpass his mentor, Coach Allen, on March 12, 1966, with his 747th victory against Dayton in the Mideast Regional. He achieved the top ranking when he passed Western Kentucky’s Ed Diddle with victory No. 760 on Feb. 18, 1967, at Mississippi State.

[image: images]

The Baron at the drawing board. Adolph Rupp put UK basketball on the map, winning 876 games and four NCAA championships during his 42 years at the helm.

Rupp had 876 wins when he retired in 1972, a mark that stood until North Carolina’s Dean Smith moved ahead during the 1997 season.

Among the many UK victories achieved by Rupp’s teams were four NCAA titles (1948,’49,’51 and ’58), one Olympic gold medal (1948), one NIT championship (1946) and 27 Southeastern Conference titles. In addition, his Wildcats were voted No. 1 in the final polls on six occasions.

Rupp coached some of college basketball’s all-time greatest players, including Aggie Sale, Ralph Beard, Alex Groza, Cliff Hagan, Frank Ramsey, Johnny Cox, Vernon Hatton, Cotton Nash, Pat Riley, Louie Dampier and Dan Issel. Twenty-three of his players were voted All-Americans 35 times, and 52 players were honored 91 times as All-SEC performers.

His teams dominated in league play, posting a 397-75 (84.1 percent) record against SEC competition. In the league’s postseason tournament, Rupp’s Wildcats were 57-6, winning 13 titles in 19 appearances.

By the end of his 42-year career, the man known as “The Baron of the Bluegrass” and “The Man in the Brown Suit” had been named National Coach of the Year four times and SEC Coach of the Year seven times. Rupp was inducted into the Naismith Hall of Fame in 1969.

Joe B. Hall

UK Record: 297-100 (74.8%), 13 years

Overall Record: 373-156 (70.5%), 19 years

Alma Mater: Kentucky (1955)

Hometown: Cynthiana, Ky.

Born: Nov. 30, 1928
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Kentucky native Joe B. Hall had been a Big Blue fan, a Wildcat player and an assistant coach at UK, so he knew what he was in for when he stepped into the coaching vacancy created by Rupp’s forced retirement. The pressure and the expectations were enormous. After all, Rupp was more than a legend. He was a towering figure, the winningest coach of all-time, and the only coach most Wildcat fans had ever known. Replacing a man of such stature is a daunting task, one few coaches have had to face.

But Hall, who grew up just 20 minutes north of the UK campus in Cynthiana, more than met the challenge, leading three teams to the Final Four (1975,’78 and ’84) and winning the championship in 1978. It was the school’s fifth NCAA title and first in 12 years. In addition, his 1976 club captured the NIT crown.

Hall began his association with UK as a student-athlete during the Fabulous Five era. As Hall would later say of that great team, “we had 12 guys on that squad, the ‘Fabulous Five’ and the ‘Sorry Seven.’ Naturally, I was one of the ‘Sorry Seven’.” He played one year on the junior varsity and one with the varsity before transferring to the University of the South in Sewanee, Tenn., where he finished his eligibility. Following his college career, Hall toured Europe with the Harlem Globetrotters in 1951. He then returned to UK and completed his degree requirements.

He began his coaching career at Shepherdsville (Ky.) High School in 1956. From there, he went to Regis College in Denver, where he spent five years and fashioned a 57-50 record. After one season at Central Missouri State, he returned to UK on July 1, 1965 as an assistant to Rupp.

As UK’s head coach, Hall won National Coach of the Year honors in 1978 and four SEC Coach of the Year awards. He had seven players earn All-America honors 11 times, while nine of his Wildcats were voted All-SEC on 18 occasions. Hall also saw 23 of his players drafted into the NBA, five in the first round.

Hall’s teams registered a 172-62 (73.5 percent) record against SEC competition during the regular season, winning eight SEC titles in 13 seasons and one league tournament title in six tries.

After leaving UK, Hall spent several successful years in the banking business. He is now retired and lives in Lexington.

Eddie Sutton

UK Record: 88-39 (69.3%), 4 years

Alma Mater: Oklahoma A&M (1958)

Hometown: Bucklin, Kan.

Born: March 12, 1936
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Known as a master defensive coach with a gift for building teams from scratch, Eddie Sutton came to UK in 1985 following a highly successful stint at Arkansas. At UK, Sutton found the cupboard anything but bare. With returning All-American Kenny Walker as the anchor, Sutton’s first Wildcat team was his best, rolling to a 32-4 record and a berth in the Elite Eight. That Wildcat team was third in the final polls, finished with a 17-1 SEC record and captured the school’s 36th league championship. All this after most prognosticators picked the Cats to finish no higher than third place in the SEC.

Sutton was honored for his efforts by being voted National Coach of the Year and SEC Coach of the Year.

The 1986-87 season, Sutton’s second at UK, was far less successful. Riddled by injuries — at one point UK had only seven scholarship players — the best the Cats could do was an 18-11 record. But in Sutton’s third year, UK bolted to a 10-0 start that included impressive wins over Indiana and Louisville to earn a No. 1 ranking in the polls. The Cats were crowned SEC champs in both the regular season and the postseason but fell to Villanova in the Southeast Regional final 80-74.

Following the 1988 season, Sutton’s reign came under siege by the NCAA when rules violations were discovered in the UK basketball program. The embattled coach’s final Wildcat team finished with a 13-19 record in 1989, the school’s first losing season since 1927. He resigned his post following the season.

Rick Pitino

UK Record: 219-50 (81.4%), 8 years

Alma Mater: Massachusetts (1974)

Hometown: New York, N.Y.

Born: Sept. 18, 1952

[image: images]

It’s easy to forget just how low the UK basketball program was when Rick Pitino took over as coach. Equally, it’s difficult to imagine any other coach who could have engineered such a miraculous turnaround in such a short period of time. From NCAA exile to NCAA champs, from “Kentucky Shame” to “Return to Glory” was accomplished in a mere seven years.

The brash and cocky 36-year-old Manhattan native came to UK from the New York Knicks, promising to win right away. And he did By the time Pitino left, UK’s once-proud basketball dynasty had been resurrected from the dead, having achieved a sustained level of excellence that rivaled the glory period between 1946-1954.

Pitino came to UK with impressive credentials, especially as a rebuilder. His three previous teams, Boston College, Providence and the Knicks, had all experienced quick turnarounds under his guiding hand. His winning formula: the three-point shot and and a full-court press he dubbed “the mother-in-law press” because of its “constant harassment and pressure.”

Pitino’s first UK team, affectionately known as “Pitino’s Bombinos,” shocked the college basketball world by upsetting Shaquille O’Neal, Chris Jackson and the No.9-ranked LSU Tigers 100-95 en route to a 14-14 record.

But that season, surprising as it was, only provided a glimpse into the future. The following year, although still banned from NCAA Tournament action, UK finished with the best record (14-4) in the SEC. Then in 1992, with NCAA sanctions finally lifted, the “Unforgettables” took eventual national champion Duke into overtime of the East Regional final before falling 104-103 in what many have called the greatest college basketball game ever played.

[image: images]

Rick Pitino guided a stricken Wildcat program its highest level of sustained excellence since the “Glory Decade” from 1946 to 1954. Pitino’s 1996 team won the NCAA Tournament. Here, Pitino discusses strategy with ex-UK All-American Ron Mercer.

In 1993, with Jamal Mashburn leading the charge, UK advanced to the Final Four for the first time in nine years, losing to Michigan in overtime. The next year, the Cats recorded the biggest road comeback victory in NCAA history — 31 points with 15:34 remaining — to beat LSU 99-95. After an Elite Eight finish in 1995, Pitino’s next team captured the school’s sixth NCAA title.

Although Pitino’s last Wildcat team was hard hit by graduation (four Cats were taken in the 1996 NBA draft), and a devastating late-season injury to Derek Anderson, he somehow managed to guide them to a second straight national championship game before losing to Arizona 84-79 in overtime.

Along the way, Pitino’s UK teams won five of six SEC Tournament titles, two ECAC Holiday Classics, the Maui Invitational and the Great Alaska Shootout. He had a 104-28 record against SEC teams, winning two league crowns, and an amazing 17-1 record in the SEC tourney.

He coached three All-Americans and eight All-SEC performers. The NBA drafted eight of his Wildcats, six in the first round, including three lottery picks.

Pitino left UK after the 1997 season to take over the Boston Celtics. He is now the coach of the University of Louisville.

Tubby Smith

UK Record: 263-83 (76%), 10 years

Alma Mater: High Point (N.C.) College, 1973

Hometown: Scotland, Md.

Born: June 30, 1951
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Talk about starting fast out of the gate. All Tubby Smith did in his first year at UK was win the NCAA championship, the SEC championship and the SEC tourney championship. In addition, the team’s 35 victories that season set a new NCAA record for the most wins by a coach in his initial season at a school.

The Wildcats, playing what came to be known as “Tubby Ball,” came from 10 points down at halftime to beat Utah 78-69 in the championship game. It was UK’s second NCAA title in three years, and its seventh overall. It came as no surprise, then, when Smith was named 1998 National Coach of the Year by Basketball Weekly and SEC Coach of the Year by The Associated Press.

Smith’s second UK team went 28-9, won the SEC Tournament and reached the Elite Eight before losing to Michigan State.

His 2003-04 club went 32-4, kicking off a three-year stretch in which the Wildcats were 87-15. Only Adolph Rupp racked up 100 victories at UK quicker than Smith. During his 10-years at the helm, Smith won 76 percent of his games.

The affable Smith was no stranger to the demands and pressures placed on the UK basketball coach, having served two years on Pitino’s staff. Smith left UK after the 1990-91 season to take over the head coaching job at Tulsa. During his four seasons there, Smith’s teams had a 79-43 record and twice advanced to the NCAA Tournament’s Sweet 16.

In 1995, Smith moved to Georgia and began a highly successful two-year stint as the Bulldogs’ top man. After directing Georgia to records of 21-10 and 24-9, Smith was UK Athletics Director C.M. Newton’s first and only choice to replace the popular and successful Pitino.
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Tubby Smith continued the winning tradition at UK, bringing the school its seventh national championship in 1998.

Smith, a native of Scotland, Md. and one of 17 children, was a standout athlete at Great Mills High School, then later at High Point (N.C.) College. He began his coaching career at Great Mills High in 1973, eventually spending six years in the prep ranks before moving on to become an assistant at Virginia Commonwealth University from 1979-86 and South Carolina from 1986-89. Then in 1989 Smith answered Pitino’s call to come to UK and help revive the NCAA-stricken program.

Smith is one of the most respected coaches in the business. When U.S. Olympic coach Larry Brown was putting together his staff for the 2000 games, Smith was one of his choices as an assistant. Smith also started a foundation to assist underprivileged children. To date, the foundation has raised in excess of $1 million.

Billy Gillispie

UK Record: 40-27 (59.7%), Two years

Alma Mater: Texas State, 1983

Hometown: Graford, Texas

Born: Nov. 7, 1959
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His two-year stint as UK coach was rocky and unsuccessful, and featured some of the most ignominious losses in the school’s long and illustrious history. Gillispie came to UK from Texas A&M, where he was named Big 12 Coach of the Year three times. Prior to his time at Texas A&M, he had been successful at UTEP.

His first UK club, after getting off to 6-7 start in pre-SEC action, finished league play with a 12-4 record, earning Gillispie co-Coach of the Year honors. That team, which had an 18-13 record overall, lost to Marquette in the first round of the NCAA Tournament.

Gillispie’s second UK team ended the season with a 22-14 record, and failed to make it into the NCAA tourney for the first time since 1991.

Gillispie was fired as UK coach following the conclusion of the 2008-09 season.

John Calipari

UK Record: 217-47 (82.2%), Seven years

Alma Mater: Clarion State (1982)

Hometown: Moon Township (Pa.)

Born: Feb. 10, 1959

[image: images]

During his seven years at the helm, John Calipari has restored UK to its rightful place among college basketball’s elite teams, a run highlighted by the 2012 club capturing the school’s eighth national title and the first since 1998. Calipari’s record at UK is 217-47 for an astounding winning percentage of 82.2.

Twice, he has guided the Wildcats to 38-win seasons, going 38-2 in 2011-12 and 38-1 in 2014-15. During his coaching career, nine of his teams have had 30-win seasons.

Calipari has taken six teams to the Final Four, including four Wildcat clubs. He has been named National Coach of the Year six times by various organizations.

In only his second year at the helm, he took the Wildcats to their first Final Four in more than a decade. His first UK team, which finished with a 35-3 record, marked the fifth consecutive year that a Calipari-coached club won 30 or more games. He had done it in each of the previous four years at Memphis.

Calipari came to UK after serving nine years as head coach at Memphis. During his time at Memphis, Calipari’s teams had a remarkable 252-69 record (78.5%). His 2007-08 team had a 38-2 record and finished as runner-up in the NCAA tourney. For his efforts, Calipari was named Naismith National Coach of the Year, making him only the second coach to receive the honor on more than one occasion. Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski and Kansas’ Bill Self are the other coaches to have won the award on multiple occasions.
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John Calipari offers words of wisdom to standout point guard Brandon Knight.

Calipari made his coaching bones as the head man at UMass from 1988 through 1996. His UMass teams compiled a mark of 193-71 (73%). The 1995-96 team finished the season with a 35-2 record.

As a college coach, Calipari’s overall record is 662-187 (78%).

He has also coached more than 30 players who have gone on to play in the National Basketball Association.

Kentucky Coaches Through the Years
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* Unique tie resulted from scorer’s error discovered after game.

# No schedule played in 1953.

+ Three 1988 NCAA Tournament games vacated by decree of NCAA.
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The Best of the Best

Without question, the ultimate honor for a Wildcat player or coach is to have his jersey retired. Through the years, 43 former players, coaches and contributors have been accorded this special recognition.

Tony Delk, star of the 1996 NCAA championship club, is the latest ex-Cat to see his jersey hanging from the Rupp Arena rafters.

According to Russell Rice, the former UK sports information director, Layton “Mickey” Rouse, an All-SEC guard and captain of the 1940 team, was the first Wildcat to have his first jersey retired. Coach Adolph Rupp surprised Rouse by presenting him with his entire uniform at the annual banquet following the season.

The next to be honored were the five players who helped lead the Wildcats to back-to-back NCAA titles in 1948 and 1949. That group included Ralph Beard, Wah Wah Jones, Alex Groza, Cliff Barker and Kenny Rollins. It was during this ceremony that they were first called “the Fabulous Five” after Rupp commented that there would never be another team that “fabulous.”
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Ex-UK All-American Rick Robey had his jersey retired in 1999.
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UK great Kevin Grevey had his uniform jersey retired in 1995. Grevey is UK’s seventh all-time leading scorer.
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Tony Delk is the latest Wildcat to have his jersey retired.

At the time, Rupp stated that those players’ numbers would never be worn again. However, once the NCAA streamlined jersey numbers, it necessitated a change. Now, the jerseys are retired but the numbers remain active.

A trio of former UK coaches have also been honored—Rupp, Joe B. Hall and Rick Pitino.

Two long-time contributors to the UK basketball program have received this high honor. Those two are Cawood Ledford, the radio “Voice of the Wildcats” for 39 years, and Bill Keightley, the man known as “Mr. Wildcat” who spent five decades serving as UK equipment manager and father confessor to virtually every player who put on the blue and white.

Each recipient of this honor is presented with a framed jersey and the banner that is permanently on display in Rupp Arena.



In recognition of outstanding contributions to thexs University of Kentucky basketball program, the UK Athletics Department has retired jerseys honoring the following:

[image: images]

Basil Hayden
1920-21-22

[image: images]

Carey Spicer
1929-30-31
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Adolph Rupp Head Coach
1931-72
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Forest “Aggie” Sale
1931-32-33
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7 - John “Frenchy” DeMoisey
1932-33-34
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4-Layton “Mickey” Rouse
1938-39-40
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* 26 - Kenny Rollins
1943-47-48
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* 15 - Alex Groza
1945-47-48-49
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* 12 - Ralph Beard
1946-47-48-49
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* 27 - Wallace Jones
1946-47-48-49
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* 22 - Cliff Barker
1947-48-49
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*30 - Frank Ramsey
1951-52-54

Retired Jerseys
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*6 - Cliff Hagan
1951-52-54
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*16 - Lou Tsioropoulos
1951-52-54
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*42 - Billy Evans
1952-54-55
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*20 - Gayle Rose
1952-54-55
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Cawood Ledford “Voice of the Wildcats”
1953-92
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*22 - Jerry Bird
1954-55-56
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*44 - Phil Grawemeyer
1954-55-56
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50 - Bob Burrow
1955-56
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52 - Vernon Hatton
1956-57-58
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24 - Jamal Mashburn
1991-92-93
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Bill Keightley “Mr. Wildcat” Equipment Manager
1962-2008
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44 - Cotton Nash
1962-63-64
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10 - Louie Dampier
1965-66-67
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44 - Dan Issel
1968-69-70 UK’s All-Time Leading Scorer
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Coach Joe B. Hall Head Coach
1973-85
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35 - Kevin Grevey
1973-74-75
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21 - Jack Givens
1975-76-77-78
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53 - Rick Robey
1975-76-77-78
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4 - Kyle Macy
1978-79-80
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32 - Richie Farmer
1989-90-91-92
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12 - Deron Feldhaus
1989-90-91-92
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34 - John Pelphrey
1989-90-91-92
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11 - Sean Woods
1990-91-92
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Rick Pitino Head Coach
1990-1997

[image: images]

77 - Bill Spivey
1949-50
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42 - Pat Riley
1965-66-67
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24 - Johnny Cox
1957-58-59
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Burgess Carey
1925-26
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34 - Kenny Walker
1983-84-85-86
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31 - Sam Bowie
1980-81-84

* Member of “The Fabulous Five,” 1948 National Champions & Olympic Gold Medalists

*Member of 1954 Undefeated National Champions

All-Americans
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Basil Hayden

Forward-1921 Paris
High School
Paris, Ky.
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Burgess Carey

Guard-1925
Lexington Senior High School
Lexington, Ky.
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Carey Spicer

Forward-1929,31
Lexington Senior High School
Lexington, Ky.
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Paul McBrayer

Guard-1930
Kavanaugh High School
Lawrenceburg, Ky.
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Forest Sale

Center-Forward-1932,33
Kavanaugh High School
Lawrenceburg, Ky.
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Ellis Johnson

Guard-1933
Ashland High School
Ashland, Ky.
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John DeMoisey

Center-1934
Walton High School
Walton, Ky.
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LeRoy Edwards

Center-1935
Tech High School
Indianapolis, Ind.
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Dave Lawrence

Forward-1935
Corinth High School
Corinth, Ky.
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Bernard Opper

Guard-1939
Morris High School
New York, N.Y.
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Lee Huber

Guard-1941
St. Xavier High School
Louisville, Ky.
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Bob Brannum

Center-1944
Winfield High School
Winfield, Kan.

[image: images]

Jack Parkinson

Guard-1946
Yorktown High School
Yorktown, Ind.
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Jack Tingle

Forward-1947
Trimble High School
Bedford, Ky.
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Ralph Beard

Guard-1947,48*,49*
Male High School
Louisville, Ky.
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Alex Groza

Center-1947,48**,49*
Martins Ferry High School
Martins Ferry, Ohio
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Wallace Jones

Forward-1949**
Harlan High School
Harlan, Ky.

[image: images]

Bill Spivey

Center-1951*
Warner Robins High School
Warner Robins, Ga.
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Cliff Hagan

Center-1952*,54*
Owensboro High School
Owensboro, Ky.
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Frank Ramsey

Guard-1952,54**
Madisonville High School
Madisonville, Ky.

[image: images]

Bob Burrow

Center-1956**
Wells High School
Wells, Texas
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Vernon Hatton

Guard-1958
Lafayette High School
Lexington, Ky.
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Johnny Cox

Forward-1959*
Hazard High School
Hazard, Ky.
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Cotton Nash

Forward-Center-1962**,63**,64*
Lake Charles High School
Lake Charles, La.

[image: images]

Pat Riley

Forward-1966
Linton High School
Schenectady, N.Y.
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Louie Dampier

Guard-1966*,67**
Southport High School
Indianapolis, Ind.
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Dan Issel

Center-1969,70*
Batavia High School
Batavia, Ill.
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Kevin Grevey

Forward-1974,75
Taft High School
Hamilton, Ohio
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Jack Givens

Forward-1977, 78
Bryan Station High School
Lexington, Ky.
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Rick Robey

Forward-Center-1977, 78
Brother Martin High School
New Orleans, La.
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Kyle Macy

Guard-1979,80*
Peru High School
Peru, Ind.
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Sam Bowie

Center-1981
Lebanon High School
Lebanon, Pa.
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Melvin Turpin

Center-1984**
Bryan Station High School
Lexington, Ky.
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Kenny Walker

Forward-1985,86*
Crawford Co. High School
Roberta, Ga.
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Jamal Mashburn

Forward-1993*
Cardinal Hayes High School
New York, N.Y.
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Tony Delk

Guard-1996*
Haywood High School
Brownsville, Tenn.
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Ron Mercer

Guard-Forward-1997*
Oak Hill Academy, Va.
Nashville, Tenn.
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Tayshaun Prince

Forward-2001, 02**
Dominguez High School
Compton, Calif.
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Jodie Meeks

Guard-2009
Pine Crest High School
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
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John Wall

Guard-2010
Word of God High School
Raleigh, N.C.
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DeMarcus Cousins

Center-2010
LeFlore High School
Mobile, Ala.
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Anthony Davis

Center-2012
Perspectives Charter School
Chicago, Ill.
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Michael Kidd-Gilchrist

Forward-2012
St. Patrick High School
Elizabeth, N.J.
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Julius Randle

Forward-2014
Prestonwood Christian Academy
Dallas, Texas
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Willie Cauley-Stein

Center-2015
Northwest High School
Olathe, Kan.
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Karl-Anthony Towns

Center-2015
St. Joseph High School
Piscataway, N.J.
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Tyler Ulis

Guard-2016
Marion Catholic
Chicago, Ill.
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Jamal Murray

Guard-2016
Orangeville Prep
Kitchener, Ont., Canada
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Wildcat Profiles

DEREK ANDERSON

(1996-97, 6’5”, guard, Louisville, Ky.)

Transferred to UK after playing two seasons at Ohio State, where he scored 554 points. Made an immediate impact once he became eligible at UK, helping lead the Cats to a 34-2 record and the 1996 NCAA championship in his first season. Had a season-high 18 in the Cats’ 101-70 NCAA tourney win over Utah. Scored 11 points, including a crucial three-pointer, in UK’s 76-67 win over Syracuse in the title game. Was superb in the 1996 Mideast Regional, earning all-tourney recognition after scoring 30 points in wins over Utah and Wake Forest. Averaged 9.4 points and had 61 steals as a junior. Came back strong the following year, and was on his way to a possible MVP season when he went down with a torn ACL on Jan. 18 against Auburn. At the time of his injury, he was averaging 17.7 points. Scored a career-best 30 points twice, against Alaska-Anchorage and Indiana. Opened the season by scoring 77 points in UK’s first three games. Finished second on the team in scoring, free throw shooting (81.1 percent), assists (3.5) and steals (1.9). His absence likely cost the Cats a second straight national title. With him watching from the sidelines, UK lost an 84-79 overtime thriller to Arizona in the final game. His blend of quickness, athleticism, offensive ability and defensive daring made him the quintessential Pitino-type player. Finished his college career with 1,228 points. Drafted by the Cleveland Cavaliers as the 13th pick overall in the 1997 NBA draft.

JIM ANDREWS

(1971-73, 6’11”, center, Lima, Ohio)

An underrated player who has the rare distinction of being the starting center and leading scorer for Adolph Rupp’s last team and Joe B. Hall’s first team. Saw action in 24 games as a sophomore during the 1970-71 season, serving primarily as backup to Tom Payne. Came off the bench to score 19 points in only his seventh varsity game. Hit two late free throws and had a crucial blocked shot in the Cats’ 82-79 win over LSU. Had 14 points and 12 rebounds in a 102-83 SEC title-clinching win over Auburn. Became a full-time starter the next season, and immediately proved to be an offensive war horse. Averaged 21.5 points and 11.3 rebounds while making good on nearly 58 percent of his field goal attempts. Scored 37 in the season opener against Northwestern. Turned in a 34-point, 19-rebound effort against Mississippi State. Also had 34 against Vanderbilt and 32 against Georgia. His strong All-SEC performance helped Rupp’s last team finish with a 21-7 record. As a senior, he was the anchor on a team that featured sophomore sensations Kevin Grevey, Jimmy Dan Conner, Mike Flynn and Bob Guyette. Had 33 points, 19 rebounds and five assists in a 95-68 win over Oregon. Racked up 57 points in back-to-back SEC wins over Florida and Georgia. Hit for 30 to help the Cats beat Austin Peay in the NCAA Tournament. Earned All-SEC honors after averaging 20.1 points and 12.4 rebounds for the 20-8 Wildcats. Ended his UK career with 1,320 points. His career field goal percentage of 56.3 is sixth best on UK’s all-time list. Also ranks among UK’s top dozen career rebounders with 783. Following a brief pro career in the NBA and overseas, he returned to Lexington, where he is now a vice president and director of marketing.

PHIL ARGENTO

(1967-69, 6’2”, guard, Cleveland, Ohio)

Tough-minded, competitive backcourt player capable of blistering the nets on any given night. A solid defender and a superb marksman from the charity stripe. Flashed his great offensive potential in the final two games of the 1966-67 season, hitting for 21 against Vandy and 20 against Alabama. In that game against the Crimson Tide, he nailed 10 of 13 field goal attempts. Made good on 28 of 31 free throws as a sophomore. Averaged 5.2 points that year. Was having a solid junior campaign when he went down with an ankle injury that forced him to miss the last half of the season. Had 23 points and seven rebounds against Xavier, then came through with 18 points to lead the Cats to a come-from-behind victory over Notre Dame. In back-to-back efforts prior to his injury, he burned Vandy with a 25-point performance and Alabama with 24 points, including 23 in the second half. Averaged 13.2 points as a junior. Shot 48.7 percent from the field and 79.6 percent from the free throw line. In his final season, he canned 11 of 16 field goal attempts in a 27-point performance against Notre Dame. Had 21 points and five assists in a 103-89 win over Pete Maravich-led LSU. Cracked double figures 13 times during the 1968-69 season. Finished his final year with a scoring average of 10 points per game. Shot 81.4 percent from the charity stripe and 49.3 percent from the field during his career. Drafted by the Los Angeles Lakers in the 10th round of the 1969 NBA draft.

KELENNA AZUBUIKE

(2003-05, 6’5”, guard-forward, Tulsa, Okla.)

Another in a long line of quick, strong, athletic types who could do equal damage to opposing defenses from beyond the three-point arc or deep in the paint. Left UK after his junior season, finishing with 970 career points. Earned All-SEC tourney recognition in his final two seasons, and was voted second-team All-SEC as a junior. Came into his own as a sophomore, then really blossomed into a steady scorer during his final campaign. Averaged 14.7 points as a junior. Blistered Auburn with a career-high 30-point effort. Scored 24 against North Carolina and 21 against Tennessee Tech, Morehead State and South Carolina. Averaged 11.1 points per game during his sophomore season. Had a season-high 23 points against Georgia. Cracked double figures on 11 occasions. Played sparingly as a freshman, but did turn in one outstanding effort, ringing up 16 points in a 106-44 romp over Vanderbilt while hitting all six field goal tries, including two treys, and both free throw attempts. Shot 82 percent (23 of 28) from the charity stripe as a rookie. Left UK to pursue a career in the NBA. Had a brilliant prep career, leading Oklahoma in scoring in each of his final three seasons. Led his team to the state 4A title as a senior.

CLIFF BARKER

(1947-49, 6’2”, guard-forward, Yorktown, Ind.)

The oldest member of the fabled “Fabulous Five,” he was a magician with the basketball and a brilliant passer. Originally came to UK in the late ’30s, played part of his freshman year, then dropped out of school, married and joined the Air Force. Landed in a German POW camp after being shot down while serving as an engineer and gunner on a B-17 bomber. Learned his magical ball-handling skills while playing around with a volleyball given to the prisoners by the Red Cross. Was a valuable sub on the 1946-47 club, then moved into the starting lineup one year later. It was the 1947-48 team, which featured Barker, Wah Wah Jones, Alex Groza, Kenny Rollins and Ralph Beard, that came to be immortalized as the “Fabulous Five.” That magnificent team went 36-3, won the NCAA Tournament and the Olympic gold medal the following summer in London. The next season, the 28-year-old Barker averaged 7.3 points as the Cats repeated as national champs. Although never a major scorer, his unselfish attitude (and that of Rollins) allowed more offense-minded players like Groza, Beard, Jones, Jim Line and Dale Barnstable the freedom to put up big numbers. Later joined with several of his fellow “Fabulous Five” teammates to form the Indianapolis Olympians in the NBA. Went on to become a high school coach in Charlestown, Ind., where he coached Cotton Nash for two years before the Nash family moved to Louisiana. The most unsung player on that “Fabulous Five” team. Also, one of the most essential.
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Three-time All-American Ralph Beard is still regarded as the yardstick by which all UK guards are measured. The Wildcats went 130-10, won two NCAA championships and one NIT title during the four years Beard and Wah Wah Jones wore the Blue and White.

DALE BARNSTABLE

(1947-50, 6’3” guard/forward, Antioch, Ill.)

An unheralded but important contributor on two UK teams that captured NCAA championships. Was especially critical to the Cats repeating as NCAA champs in 1948-49, stepping in to replace the graduated Kenny Rollins as the fifth starter, along with veterans Wah Wah Jones, Ralph Beard, Alex Groza and Cliff Barker. Averaged 6.1 points per game that season, hitting for a high of 15 against DePaul. Scored 13 against Georgia Tech, Ole Miss and Georgia. His efforts landed him a spot on the All-SEC third team. As a senior in 1949-50, he scored at a 5.9 clip. Hit for 18 against Western Ontario and Vandy. Tossed in 12 against Purdue and Mississippi State. Played little as a freshman in 1946-47, scoring just 71 points in 27 games. His season-best was an eight-point effort against Auburn. One year later, as a sophomore, he hit for a season-high 17 points in a win over DePaul. He also scored 10 against Georgia. Taken by Boston in the 1950 NBA draft. Came to UK from Antioch, Ill.

RALPH BEARD

(1946-49, 5’10”, guard, Louisville, Ky.)

Still regarded to this day as the yardstick by which all UK guards are measured. Cheetah-quick and fiercely competitive, Beard was a guard for the ages and probably the most popular member of the “Fabulous Five.” His list of accomplishments, both individual and team-wise, is truly astonishing. Three-time All-American, four-time All-SEC, four-time All-SEC tourney, 1,517 career points, Most Outstanding Player to play in Madison Square Garden in 1946, first player to grace the cover of Sports Illustrated magazine. More important, during his four seasons the Wildcats won two NCAA championships, one NIT title, an Olympic gold medal, were 130-10 overall, 55-0 against SEC competition, had a winning margin of 28 points per game and won 27 games by margins in excess of 40 points. As a freshman, he scored a season-high 18 points to lead the Cats to a 55-44 win over Michigan State, Rupp’s first triumph over the Spartans. Played brilliantly in the NIT, accounting for 37 points in three games. It was his free throw with 40 seconds left that beat Rhode Island 46-45 in the title game. Led the team in scoring as a sophomore with a 10.9 average. Scored 20 against Georgia Tech, 19 against Georgia and 18 against Wabash. He and Alex Groza combined for 35 points in UK’s 60-30 rout of Notre Dame. Scored 31 points in UK’s first two NIT games, then was held to a single point in the 49-45 championship game loss to Utah. Averaged 12.5 points during his junior year. Scored 13 against Holy Cross in the NCAA semifinal round and 12 as UK topped Baylor 58-42 to claim the first of its seven NCAA championships. Gave three memorable performances in the Olympic Trials, scoring 22 against Louisville, 13 in a rematch with Baylor and 23 against the Phillips Oilers. Averaged 10.9 as a senior, helping lead the Cats to a second straight NCAA title. Opened his final season with a 20-point performance against Indiana Central. Also hit for 20 in a 63-61 win over Bowling Green. Started three games at halfback for the UK football team before an injury led to his decision to concentrate solely on basketball. Came to UK after an outstanding prep career at Louisville Male High. Was an all-state selection his final two years, leading Male to the 1945 state championship. Made a smooth and successful transition to the NBA, where he was voted first-team All-NBA following the 1951 season, which turned out to be his last. Because of his involvement in the point-shaving scandal of the late ’40s and early ’50s, he was banned from playing in the NBA, thus bringing to an end a career that was just getting started. Had Beard not been derailed by the scandal, there is no doubt that he would be an NBA Hall of Fame legend. But nothing can tarnish Beard’s legacy at UK, or diminish the enormity of his talent. He was a blur, a burner, one of the few old-time players with the speed and quickness to compete in today’s game.

WINSTON BENNETT

(1984-86, 88, 6’7”, forward, Louisville, Ky.)

A rugged combatant who combined great strength with agility. Scored 1,399 career points and grabbed 799 rebounds. Led the 1987-88 club in rebounding with an average of 7.8. Played three seasons, then had to sit out a year after suffering a severe knee injury. As a freshman, he came off the bench to score 11 points in a 74-67 UK win over the Hakeem Olajuwon-led Houston Cougars. Hit for a season-high 17 in wins over Alabama and Auburn. His critical three-pointer helped lift the Cats to a 72-67 win over Louisville in NCAA Tournament Mideast Regional final. Averaged 6.5 points as a freshman. Scored at a 7.2 clip as a sophomore with a season best of 14 against N.C. State and Florida. Had a superb junior season, averaging 12.7 points for Eddie Sutton’s first UK team, which finished with a 32-4 record. Burned Louisville for 23 points in a 69-64 Wildcat victory. Scored 26 in a win over Tennessee and 20 in UK’s SEC title-clinching 80-75 win over Georgia. Came back after missing the 1986-87 campaign to average a career-best 15.3 points per game while hitting 51.3 percent of his field goal attempts. Had 28 points and 10 rebounds against Miami (Ohio) and 24 points and 10 rebounds against Alaska. Pulled down a career-high 17 rebounds in a win over Vanderbilt. Scored 25 against Alabama and 24 against LSU. Had 56 points in UK’s three SEC tourney wins. Earned All-SEC honors in 1986 and 1988. Shot 48.4 percent from the field and 71.3 percent from the free throw line during his UK career. Was a prep All-State performer at Male High in Louisville and Kentucky’s 1983 Mr. Basketball. By signing with UK, he ended the school’s more than decade long failure to land a top black player from Louisville. Played in the NBA with Cleveland and Miami, then joined Rick Pitino’s coaching staff at UK and later at Boston.

JERRY BIRD

(1954-56, 6’6”, forward, Corbin, Ky.)

The eldest brother in one of Kentucky’s greatest athletic families. His brothers Calvin, Rodger and Billy all played football at UK, and his son Steve was a standout receiver at Eastern Kentucky University. He was a substitute on the unbeaten 1953-54 team, then moved into a starting role the following year. Averaged 10.7 points as a junior and 16.2 in his final season. Had a career-best 34-point performance against Dayton. Scored a team-high 22 points in UK’s record-breaking 143-66 win over Georgia. Had 23 points in a losing cause against Iowa in the 1956 Eastern Regional final. Was drafted in the third round by the NBA’s Minneapolis franchise. Currently lives in Corbin.

ERIC BLEDSOE

(2009-10, 6’1”, guard, Birmingham, Ala.)

An excellent outside threat who shot 46 percent from the field and 38 percent from three-point range during his only season at UK. His great speed and jumping ability allowed him to compete successfully against taller opponents. Began his UK career with a 24-point effort against Morehead State. Hit for a career-high 29 points against East Tennessee State in NCAA tourney action. Burned Florida for 25 and Indiana for 23, helping the Cats secure tough road wins. Averaged 11.3 points per game at UK. Also had 52 steals. Earned a spot on the SEC All-Tournament team. Came close to averaging a triple-double during his senior season Parker High School. Scored at a 20.3 clip, handed out 11.5 assists and yanked down 9.4 rebounds per game. Led Parker High to a runner-up finish in the 5A championship. Named the No. 1 Super Senior by Birmingham News. Left UK for the NBA after his rookie season.

KEITH BOGANS

(1999-03, 6’5”, guard, Alexandria, Va.)

Strong, tough competitor who possessed the outside shooting touch of a small guard and the physical strength to punish defenders on his way to the bucket. Ended his career as UK’s fourth all-time top scorer with 1,923 points. His 743 three-point attempts are the most-ever by a Wildcat, and his 243 treys are second behind Tony Delk. Had one stretch of 29 straight games in which he accounted for at least one three-pointer. Wasted little time displaying his great potential, racking up 17 points against Maryland in only his third game. Hit double figures 23 times as a frosh, including season-best efforts of 25 points against Tennessee and Arkansas. Ended his rookie season with a 12.5 scoring average. Earned All-SEC Freshman team recognition for his efforts. Came back as a sophomore to average a team-leading 17 points per game, teaming with Tayshaun Prince to give the Cats a powerful 1-2 punch. Hit for a career-high 29 against Florida. Torched both Indiana and Georgia with 26. Named to the SEC all-tournament first team, and was a second-team All-SEC pick. Struggled through a disappointing junior campaign, yet still scored at an 11.6 clip. Hit for 20 points or better five times, including a 23-point performance against Notre Dame. Bounced back as a senior to score a team-best 15.7 points per game on a Wildcat club that went 32-4, won 25 straight games, finished 16-0 in SEC play, then capped things off by claiming the SEC tourney title. Hit for double figures in 32 of 36 games. Scored a season-best 26 in a win over Tennessee State. Named SEC Player of the Year by league coaches. Started 122 games at UK, second only to Ralph Beard. Had 314 assists, placing him 13th on that list. Played his prep ball at legendary DeMatha Catholic High School.

SAM BOWIE

(1980-81, 84, 7’1”, center-forward, Lebanon, Pa.)

One of the great “what-ifs” in UK basketball history. Among the most agile 7-footers to ever pick up a basketball. Capable of scoring inside or hitting a medium-range jumper. Also, an excellent rebounder and shot-blocker. Played his freshman and sophomore seasons, missed two years because of a leg injury, then returned for the 1983-84 campaign. Flashed his great promise by scoring 22 points and pulling down 17 rebounds against Duke in his UK debut. Played brilliantly in the SEC Tournament, scoring 66 points in three games, including a season-best 27 against Ole Miss in the semifinal game. Averaged 12.9 points, 8.1 rebounds and 2.1 blocked shots while hitting 53 percent of his field goal attempts during his freshman campaign. Came back the next season to average 17.4 points and 9.1 rebounds. Had 29 points and 16 rebounds in a win over Kansas, 29 points against Florida, and a 27-point, 12-rebound performance against Mississippi State. Earned All-SEC recognition in each of his first two years at UK. Returned after his two-year layoff to average 10.5 points and 9.2 rebounds as a senior. Scored 20 points three times that year. Also had 16 rebounds in a win over LSU. Finished his UK career with 1,285 points, 843 rebounds and a 52.2 percent field goal accuracy. Was the second overall pick in the 1984 NBA draft (Michael Jordan was third), going to Portland. Also played for the Nets and Lakers before injuries forced him into retirement. Currently lives in Lexington and is a former color analyst for the UK basketball broadcasts.

BOB BRANNUM

(1943-44, 47, 6’5”, center, Winfield, Kan.)

Only played one full season at UK and it was a memorable one. A raw, brawny, tough character who loved nothing better than a physical battle. Averaged 12.1 points for the youthful 1943-44 “Wildkittens” club that surprised everyone by winning the SEC Tournament and finishing with a 19-2 record. Brannum’s scoring clip was one of the highest in UK history at the time. Had 14 points, including a game-winning three-point play, in a 55-54 win over Notre Dame. Scored 18 in wins over Cincinnati and Wright Field, and 17 in a tough 38-35 win over DePauw. At 17, he became the youngest player to earn All-America honors. Also made the All-SEC team. Left UK after his freshman season and entered the military. Upon returning to UK for the 1946-47 season, he found the talent pool so deep that he failed to make the 10-man traveling squad for the SEC tourney. Transferred to Michigan State, where he was an outstanding performer.

JEFF BRASSOW

(1990-91, 93-94, 6’5”, forward/guard, Houston, Texas)

Had an outstanding career despite suffering a devastating knee injury that forced him to miss all but two games during his junior season. Known for his never-say-die spirit and for consistently dropping three-point bombs on opponents in crucial situations. A freshman on Pitino’s first team, he was one the “seven men of iron” who led that undermanned club to a surprising 14-14 record. Averaged 6.8 points as a rookie. Scored 20 against Tennessee Tech in only his fourth game as a Wildcat. Later hit for a season-best 25 in a 94-81 loss to LSU. Averaged 8.1 points for the 1990-91 team that finished with a 22-6 record. Shot 81.5 percent from the charity stripe. Scored 18 points in a tough 93-85 win over Louisville. Had 15 points, 10 rebounds and four steals in the Cats’ 81-65 win over Florida. Opened his junior campaign with a 23-point performance against West Virginia in the preseason NIT. Granted a medical redshirt after going down with a torn ACL. Came back the next season to average 3.9 points per game for the 1992-93 team that reached the Final Four. Scored a season-high 14 in an early 96-87 win over 13th-ranked Georgia Tech. Averaged seven points per game as a fifth-year senior. His miraculous last-second tip-in lifted the Cats past Arizona 93-92 in the championship game of the Maui Classic. Buried six of 12 three-point attempts and scored 25 points to lead UK to a 79-67 win over South Carolina. Scored 14 points and hit four crucial treys to help the Cats erase a 31-point second-half deficit and beat LSU 99-95 on the road. Had 44 points in three SEC tourney games, including 19 in a 95-76 first-round win over Mississippi State. Ended his career with 807 points and a 73.4 percent accuracy from the free throw stripe.

BOB BURROW

(1955-56, 6’7”, center, Wells, Texas)

An excellent pivot man who came to UK after a scoring more than 2,000 points for Lon Morris Junior College. Scored 1,023 points and pulled down 823 rebounds in his two seasons at UK. Averaged 19 points and 17.7 rebounds as a junior, 21.1 points and 14.6 rebounds during his final year. During those two seasons the Cats were 43-9. Exploded for 50 points in a win over LSU, making him one of only three Wildcats to hit the half-century mark in a game. (Dan Issel and Cliff Hagan are the other two.) His 34-rebound performance against Temple is still the UK single-game best. Reached the 1,000-point club in his 51st (and final) game. (Only Cotton Nash and Issel did it faster.) Earned All-America recognition in 1956, and was voted to the All-SEC team in 1955 and 1956. Played briefly in the NBA. Is now the assistant superintendent for the Fort Knox, Ky., schools. His son, Brett, played at Vanderbilt.

GERRY CALVERT

(1955-57, 5’11”, guard, Maysville, Ky.)

The “fiery little redheaded pepperpot from Maysville” was a superb backcourt player and a double-figure scorer in each of his final two seasons. A heady playmaker with excellent skills on both ends of the court. Spent his sophomore season backing up Billy Evans, Gayle Rose and Linville Puckett before Puckett left the team. Finished the season strong, scoring 19 points in an 84-59 NCAA tourney win over Penn State. Moved into the starting lineup as a junior in 1955-56 and finished with an 11.2 scoring average. Opend the season with a 17-point performance in a 62-52 win over LSU. Hit for a season-high 19 in the Cats’ 62-61 come-from-behind win over Maryland. Also scored 18 in a loss to Vanderbilt. Improved his scoring average to 15.2 as a senior, second only to Johnny Cox. Scored 40 points in two UKIT wins, including 22 against SMU. Scored 23 against Vandy, 21 against Auburn and 20 in each of the Cats’ two easy wins over Tennessee. Served as co-captain of the 1956-57 club. Originally signed with the University of Louisville after finishing his prep career at Maysville High School, but soon changed his mind when assistant coach Harry Lancaster offered a scholarship to UK. Went on to become a successful lawyer in Lexington.
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Fiery guard Gerry Calvert was the second-leading scorer on the 1956-57 Wildcat club.

BURGESS CAREY

(1925-26, 6’0”, guard, Lexington, Ky.)

Maybe the lowest-scoring All-American in college basketball history. Scored only 29 points in 18 games during the 1925-26 campaign, with a single-game high of five. Earned his All-America status because of his great prowess as a defensive player. Tall for the time, strong and rugged, Carey was a “back guard,” a player stationed near the opponent’s basket whose expressed purpose was to keep the enemy from scoring. Carey was captain of the 1925-26 club, which finished with a 15-3 record. Came to UK after leading Lexington Senior High School to state and national championships in 1922.

RALPH CARLISLE

(1935-37, 6’2”, forward, Kavanaugh, Ky.)

A two-time All-SEC performer who was the Cats’ leading scorer during his junior and senior seasons. Average 11.5 as a junior and 9.9 as a senior. In his junior year, he scored 20 in a come-from-behind 49-40 win over Xavier. Racked up 36 points in three games to help the Cats win the 1937 SEC tourney title. A solid rebounder and defender, and an excellent free throw shooter. Went on to become one of the most celebrated coaches in Kentucky high school history. His teams were known to be disciplined and exceptionally sound fundamentally. Coached at Kavanaugh, Highlands and Lexington Lafayette. Led Lafayette to state championships in 1950, 1953 and 1957. Among the players he coached at Lafayette were Wildcat standouts Vernon Hatton and Billy Ray Lickert.

MIKE CASEY

(1967-69, 71, 6’4”, guard, Shelbyville, Ky.)

One of the great clutch performers in UK history. Rupp called him “the best money player I ever had.” Came to UK after leading Shelby County High to the 1966 state tourney championship. Was part of a terrific class that included Dan Issel and Mike Pratt. Led the team in scoring as a sophomore with a 20.1 average. Scored 28 points in his first varsity game, the most-ever by a Wildcat rookie. His 26-point, six-steal performance in a comeback win over Notre Dame was indicative of his you-can’t-beat-me attitude. Scored 60 points in two wins over LSU, including a season-high 31 in the first meeting. Had 30 against Mississippi State and 29 against Georgia. Led the team in field goal and free throw accuracy as a sophomore, and was named team MVP. Averaged 19.1 points and 4.6 assists during his junior campaign. Opened the 1968-69 season with a 29-point performance against Xavier. Scored 26 against North Carolina and 25 against Mississippi State. Led the team with 21 points in the NCAA tourney loss to Marquette. Joined the 1,000-point club in his 51st game. Suffered a broken leg in an automobile accident and had to miss the 1969-70 season, possibly costing UK another NCAA title. Came back a year later, and although a step slower, he still managed to average 17 points per game while hitting 50.4 percent of his shots. Scored 25 in his second game back, a 104-93 win over Michigan. Poured in 146 points during a six-game stretch, including 27 against Purdue and 26 against DePaul and Mississippi State. Finished his career with 1,535 points and an average of 18.7. Also handed out 260 assists. Was a three-time All-SEC selection. Kentucky’s prep Mr. Basketball in 1966.

REX CHAPMAN

(1987-88, 6’4”, guard, Owensboro, Ky.)

Possibly the most-heralded recruit in UK history, and certainly one of the most sought-after. Had a storybook career at Apollo High School in Owensboro, earning All-America and All-State recognition. Christened “King Rex” and “The Boy King” by legions of adoring UK fans. One sportswriter, after viewing Chapman-mania, suggested that Lexington be renamed “Rexington.” Played the game with great flair, confidence and reckless abandon. An exceptional leaper who could dunk over taller opponents or step outside and bury the trey. Had 18 points in his Wildcat debut. In a nationally televised game, he scorched Louisville for 26 points, hitting five of eight three-point attempts. Also had 26 in games against Indiana, Boston University and Tennessee. Hit five straight treys and scored 24 points in a win over Auburn. Knocked down a last-second bucket to beat Ole Miss 64-63. Ended his rookie season with a 16-point average. His 464 points are the most scored by a Wildcat freshman. Topped the club again in scoring as a sophomore, averaging 19 points per game. Hit for 29 against Ole Miss and 26 against Georgia. Scored 62 points and was voted MVP after leading UK to the SEC tourney title. Racked up 76 points in the Cats’ three 1988 NCAA Tournament games, including a career-best 30 against Villanova. A two-time All-SEC performer. Finished his career with 1,073 points. Left UK after his sophomore season and was taken in the first round of the NBA draft by Charlotte. After a successful 12-year career, he retired from pro ball. His father, Wayne, played as a freshman at UK with Pat Riley and Louie Dampier, then transferred to Western Kentucky University.

TRUMAN CLAYTOR

(1976-79, 6’1”, guard, Toledo, Ohio)

This Toledo, Ohio, native was a superb warrior on both ends of the court. A deadly outside shooter, he’s another Wildcat guard who would have benefited tremendously had the three-point shot been around when he played. Scored 14 points in his debut effort against Northwestern as a frosh in 1975-76. He later hit two crucial free throws that helped the Cats clip Kansas 54-48. Scored 18 in a comeback win over Notre Dame. His late layup enabled the Cats to put away Niagara 67-61 in the NIT. Had several huge games as a sophomore in 1976-77, including a 29-point effort in the Cats’ 93-78 win over VMI. In that game, he knocked down 13 of 15 field goal attempts. Scored 22 against Florida and 16 against Vandy. Came off the bench to score 12 points in a 72-58 NCAA tourney win over Princeton. Averaged 6.6 points as a sophomore. Was a solid, consistent performer for the powerful 1977-78 NCAA championship club, averaging 6.9 points per game. Had 17 points in a 101-77 win over Auburn and 16 in a win over St. John’s. Handed out a career-best eight assists against Florida. Led the Cats with 16 points in that dramatic come-from-behind 85-76 NCAA tourney win over Florida State. Scored eight points in the 94-88 title game win over Duke. Had an excellent senior season in 1978-79, finishing with an 8.7 scoring average while serving as co-captain. Scored 18 points to help the Cats battle back to beat Notre Dame. Was absolutely brilliant in the SEC tourney, scoring 84 points in four games. Hit 11 of 14 shots en route to a 25-point effort in UK’s big 101-100 upset of Alabama, then followed that by scoring 20 against LSU. Scored 27 in the 75-69 OT loss to Tennessee in the championship game. His efforts earned him a spot on the All-SEC tourney team. Shot 77 percent from the free throw line and handed out 213 assists during his career. Taken by the Detroit Pistons in the sixth round of the 1979 NBA draft. Another underrated Wildcat.

LARRY CONLEY

(1964-66, 6’3”, forward, Ashland, Ky.)

The heart and soul of the beloved “Rupp’s Runts” team that came out of nowhere to finish with a 27-2 record and the runner-up spot in the NCAA Tournament. An exceptionally cerebral player and the most pin-point passer in Wildcat history. If there was an opening, no matter how small, he could get the ball to a teammate. Rupp called him “a coach on the floor.” After that magical 1965-66 season, one sportswriter said Conley had been “the spirit of the team.” Although wiry and frail-looking, he was a tough, durable player. Came in with Tommy Kron and Mickey Gibson, a talented trio dubbed the “Katzenjammer Kids” by Rupp. Started as a sophomore, averaging 12.2 points and 4.2 assists per game while leading the team with 49.3 percent field goal accuracy. Scored 17 points in his second game, then later came back with a season-high 20 against Florida. Shared team MVP honors with Cotton Nash. Averaged 11.6 points and 3.2 assists as a junior. Hit for a career-high 31 in a tough 91-90 loss to Vanderbilt. Scored 23 against Vandy in the second meeting. Prior to the start of the 1965-66 season, he and Kron unselfishly decided to sacrifice their own scoring, thus allowing Louie Dampier, Pat Riley and Thad Jaracz to become the principal offensive threats. (And get the lion’s share of ink.) Still, Conley managed to average 11.5 points in that memorable season. His best scoring night was a 17-point effort against Florida. Had 14 points in UK’s 84-77 win over Michigan in the Mideast Regional final. Scored 10 points in an 83-79 semifinal win over Duke despite suffering from the flu. Ended his career with 293 assists, a number that would be much higher were today’s liberal assist standards used back then. Was a two-time All-State performer at Ashland High School, leading his club to a state title in 1961 and a runner-up finish in 1962. The 1961 team is still considered by many to be the best in Kentucky history. Conley was a highly regarded college basketball analyst for several networks.

JIMMY DAN CONNER

(1973-75, 6’4”, guard-forward, Lawrenceburg, Ky.)

A key member of the talented recruiting class that included Kevin Grevey, Mike Flynn, Bob Guyette, Steve Lochmueller, G.J. Smith and Jerry Hale. The steady Conner was always cool and calm, never buckling under pressure. Averaged 11.2 points and a team-leading three assists per game as a sophomore on Joe B. Hall’s first team. Hit for a season-high 27 against Auburn. Scored 23 in an 86-81 victory over Tennessee. Also proved himself to be an excellent defensive player and rebounder. Averaged 12 points on the disappointing 1973-74 team. His high game that season was 24 in a 94-79 loss to Notre Dame. Scored at a 12.4 clip as a senior and was one of the leaders on that 1974-75 NCAA runner-up club. Blistered the nets for 35 in a big win over North Carolina, making good on 15 of 21 field goal attempts. Scored 27 against Auburn. Nailed three straight jumpers to help the Cats hold off Ole Miss for an 85-82 win. His two late free throws sealed UK’s 91-90 win over Vanderbilt. Came up huge in UK’s 92-90 upset of Indiana in the Mideast Regional final, scoring 17 points. Scored 1,009 points and shot 50 percent from the field during his career. Also had 264 career assists. Had a standout prep career at Anderson County, leading his team to a runner-up finish in the 1971 Sweet 16. Was named Kentucky’s Mr. Basketball after his senior season. Drafted by Phoenix in the NBA, later played for the Kentucky Colonels in the ABA. Currently lives in Louisville.

DeMARCUS COUSINS

(2009-10, 6’11”, center, Mobile, Ala.)

Powerful, unpredictable post player with a mercurial personality and prime-time NBA talent. Only played one year at UK, yet established himself as one of the school’s best-ever centers. Also, one of the most colorful. Averaged 15.1 points and 9.8 rebounds despite playing only playing 23.5 minutes per game due to consistent foul trouble. Shot 56 percent from the field. Recorded 19 double-doubles, including one stretch of seven games in a row. Had career-best scoring nights of 27 against Sam Houston State and South Carolina. Scored 24 against UNC-Asheville and 21 against Vanderbilt. Pulled down 18 rebounds against Sam Houston State and Louisville. Had 19 points and 15 rebounds in a win over Tennessee. Named SEC Freshman of the Week four times and Player of the Week once. Voted to the All-SEC first team, and was named to the SEC All-Tournament team. Came to UK after a sterling prep career at LeFlore High, where he twice led his team to the Alabama Class 6A Final Four. Averaged 24.1 points and 13.2 rebounds per game as a senior. Earned McDonald’s and Parade All-America recognition. Was a member of the 2009 USA Junior National Select Team. Went to the NBA as a first-round draft pick.

FRED COWAN

(1978-81, 6’9”, forward/center, Sturgis, Ky.)

A slender inside player who more than held his own against bigger, stronger competitors. The third Wildcat in a 10-year span to hail from Union County. (Dwane Casey and Larry Johnson preceded him.) Finished his career with 975 points and 489 rebounds. Played sparingly as a freshman in 1977-78, scoring just 36 points. As a sophomore, he averaged 9.4 points and 5.5 rebounds per contest. Had a season-best 20 points and 10 rebounds against Georgia. Also had double-doubles against Ole Miss (17/12), LSU (16/13) and LSU again (10/10). Scored at a 12.5 clip as a junior in 1979-80, with a season-high 27-point, nine-rebound outing against LSU. Had 20 points against Vandy and gave a 19-point, 11-rebound effort against Alaska-Anchorage. Earned a spot on the All-Regional team after scoring 26 points in UK’s NCAA tourney loss to Duke. Pulled down 5.7 rebounds per game. Came back to average 8.2 points as a senior. His best outings that year were 22 against Georgia and 19 against Kansas. Drafted in the sixth round of the 1981 NBA draft by Houston.

JOHNNY COX

(1957-59, 6’4”, forward, Hazard, Ky.)

An All-American and one of the top guns on the “Fiddlin’ Five” team that captured the 1958 NCAA championship. The best Eastern Kentucky “Mountain” Wildcat since Wah Wah Jones. Lean, leathery and tough as hickory, Cox possessed a wide variety of offensive weapons, most notably a deadly hook shot. Came to UK after leading Hazard to the 1955 state championship and was an instant force, averaging a team-high 19.4 points and 11.1 rebounds per game as a sophomore. Scored 34 points in a win over Maryland, and had a 32-point, 23-rebound effort against Tennessee. Scored 25 against Houston in the UKIT final. Had 32 against Loyola of Chicago, 28 against Mississippi State and 26 against Florida. Also led the Cats with 26 in their 98-92 NCAA tourney win over Pittsburgh. Averaged 14.9 points and 12.6 rebounds for the “Fiddlin’ Five.” Twice hit for 23 during the regular season. Had 22 points and 13 rebounds in UK’s 61-60 semifinal win over Temple, then followed that up with a 24-point effort in the 84-72 title-clinching victory over Seattle. In that game, Cox scored 16 of his points in the final 15 minutes. His performance earned him a spot on the all-tourney team. As a senior, Cox averaged 17.9 points and 12.2 rebounds for an unheralded UK team that ended up with a sparkling 24-3 record and a No. 2 ranking in the final polls. Kicked off his final season by ripping Florida State for 27 points in a 91-68 UK win. His 38-point, 17-rebound effort in a 69-56 win over Tennessee helped secure the Cats a spot in the NCAA tourney. Joined Jerry West, Oscar Robertson, Bob Boozer and Bailey Howell on the AP’s All-America first team. Ended his career with 1,461 points and 1,004 rebounds, making him one of only four Wildcats to reach the 1,000 mark in those two areas. (Dan Issel, Frank Ramsey and Cliff Hagan are the others.) Was an All-SEC pick all three seasons. Played several years in the pros, then moved back to Hazard, where he currently resides.

JOE CRAWFORD

(2004-08, 6’5”, guard/forward, Detroit, Mich.)

Another UK player who had the shooting ability to burn opponents from long-range and the strength to take them to the bucket. Had his shaky moments at UK, but steadily improved his numbers during his four years as a Wildcat. Accounted for 1,438 points wearing a Big Blue uniform, placing him 20th on the all-time scoring list. Played for Tubby Smith and Billy Gillespie. Had his best season as a senior, averaging 17.9 points per game. Saved his best for last, tossing in 35 points in UK’s NCAA tourney loss to Marquette. Also had 35 against South Carolina and 32 against Texas Southern. Had 28 against Houston. Scored at a 14 points per game clip as a junior. Scored a season-best 29 against Georgia. Knocked in 24 against Tennessee and 23 against Ole Miss and South Carolina. Averaged 10.2 points as a sophomore. His season-best scoring efforts were 23-point outings against Ohio and Auburn. Cracked double figures 17 times as a sophomore. Averaged 3.2 points as a freshman. Hit double digits three times, with a season-best 14 against LSU. Earned McDonald’s All-America recognition as a senior after leading Renaissance High to a 27-0 record and the state championship. Originally committed to the University of Michigan before changing his mind and deciding to attend UK.

JOHN CRIGLER

(1956-58, 6’3”, forward, Hebron, Ky.)

The starting forward opposite Cox on the 1958 championship club. A steady player who assistant coach Harry Lancaster called “the unknown and unsung player on the team.” Started as a junior on the 1956-57 team that went 23-5, averaging 10.3 points per game. Hit for a season-high 24 to lead UK past Georgia Tech 95-72. Had 17 points in UK’s memorable 85-83 triple-overtime win over Temple. Scored 64 points in a three-game stretch that featured wins over Alabama, Auburn and Tennessee. Averaged 13.6 points for the “Fiddlin’ Five.” Scored 26 in an easy UK win over Ole Miss. Had 21 points, including 17 in the first half, in a 65-61 win over Vanderbilt. His bucket with five ticks remaining lifted the Cats past Alabama 45-43 in overtime. It was his clever drives to the hoop that got Seattle All-American Elgin Baylor in early foul trouble in the championship tilt, a key factor in the Cats’ 84-72 win. Crigler also contributed 14 points in that victory. Had a superb prep career at Hebron High School. Went on to become a successful coach and athletics director at Scott County High School.

LOUIE DAMPIER

(1965-67, 6’0”, guard, Indianapolis, Ind.)

A member of “Rupp’s Runts” and one of the all-time favorite Wildcats among Big Blue fans. A lethal outside shooter whose scoring numbers would have soared had the three-point shot been part of the college game when he played. (As he later proved during his pro career.) Scored 18 points in his first Wildcat game, then went on to lead the 1964-65 team in scoring with an average of 17 points per game. Also, shot 51.2 percent from the field and 84 percent from the free throw stripe that season. Made good on 17 of 24 field goal attempts en route to a season-high 37 points against Iowa State. Averaged 21.1 points during the unforgettable 1965-66 campaign while connecting on 51.6 percent of his shots. Had 23 points in UK’s 83-79 semifinal win over Duke, then scored 19 in the championship game loss to Texas Western. His performance that season garnered him first-team All-America recognition. Had a career-high 42 points against Vanderbilt. Averaged 20.6 in his final season, with a single-game high of 40 against Illinois. Topped the 30-point mark five times as a senior. Earned All-SEC honors during each of his three seasons as a Wildcat. Finished with 1,575 points and a career average of 19.7. Shot 50.8 percent from the field and 84.4 percent from the charity stripe, fifth best in UK history. Went on to have a brilliant pro career, helping lead the Kentucky Colonels to an ABA championship. The all-time leading scorer in ABA history with 13,725 points.

ERIK DANIELS

(2000-04, 6’8”, forward, Cincinnati, Ohio)

A quiet, steady, unspectacular battler who succeeded while often playing under the radar and away from the spotlight. Scored 1,053 points, yanked down 522 rebounds and handed out 223 assists. Made good on 55 percent of his field goal attempts during his career. Had a superb senior season, finishing with a 14.5 scoring average while shooting 58 percent from the field, second-best in the SEC. Scored a career-best 24 points in a victory over Ole Miss. Tagged Arkansas for 23 points. Grabbed 14 rebounds in a 20-point win over Florida. Cracked double figures 26 times as a senior. Named first-team All-SEC by the league’s coaches. Averaged 9.5 points while shooting 57 percent from the field as a junior. Scored 20 in wins over Ole Miss and Vanderbilt. Saw limited playing time during his first two years as a Wildcat, averaging 5.2 points as a freshman and 3.7 as a sophomore. Made an early impression on Big Blue fans by scoring 19 points in only his second game, a win over Jacksonville State. Scored in double figures seven times as a rookie. His best efforts as a sophomore were 10-point outings against Marshall and Kentucky State.

ED DAVENDER

(1985-88, 6’2”, guard, New York, N.Y.)

Arguably the most underrated, underappreciated guard in UK history. The only Wildcat backcourt player to register more than 1,500 points and 400 assists. Another good clutch player who loved having the ball in his hands when the game was on the line. Came to UK after a sterling prep career at Boys and Girls High in Brooklyn. Averaged 8.5 points as a freshman. Scored 27 points against East Tennessee State in his first start. Also had 22 against LSU and 20 in a 92-89 win over 11th-ranked Kansas. Scored at an 11.5 clip for Eddie Sutton’s first UK club. Led that team in free throw percentage (79.4 percent) and steals (1.6). Hit for a season-high 22 points to lead UK past Indiana 63-58. Improved his scoring average to 15.2 as a junior, earning All-SEC honors for his efforts. Teamed with freshman Rex Chapman to give UK a deadly backcourt duo. Scored 36 points in the UKIT and was named MVP. His season-best scoring effort was 29 points, which he hit against Tennessee and Alabama. Led the Cats with 23 in their NCAA tourney loss to Ohio State. Shot 73.8 percent from the free throw stripe. Averaged 15.7 points and four assists as a senior, again garnering All-SEC recognition. Scored 27 against Tennessee and 24 against UNCC and Vanderbilt. Saved his best for last, hitting for a career-high 30 against Southern in the NCAA tourney. Also scored 23 in a 90-81 tourney win over Maryland. Finished his career with 1,637 points, 436 assists, 191 steals and a 79.2 percent accuracy from the free throw line.

TED DEEKEN

(1962-64, 6’3”, forward, Louisville, Ky.)

Excellent inside player who provided solid support for Cotton Nash during the Cats’ successful 1963-64 season. A late-bloomer who played little as a sophomore and didn’t crack the starting lineup until midway through his junior year. Once he did, he proved to be a valuable asset as a scorer and rebounder. Averaged 18.5 points as a senior in 1963-64. Opened the season by scoring 99 points in UK’s first four games, including 29 against Northwestern and 28 against Virginia. Later scored a career-best 34 in an easy romp past Auburn. Also tagged Georgia for 29 in Adolph Rupp’s 700th win at UK. Burned Notre Dame for 27 in Freedom Hall. In all, he cracked the 20-point mark 10 times that season. Earned his first start as a junior during the disappointing 1962-63 campaign after coming off the bench to give three impressive performances. He began this stretch by registering a double-double (13 points, 14 rebounds) against Georgia Tech, which he followed by scoring 13 in a comeback win over LSU and 18 in a win over Tulane. His 18-point effort in his first start helped propel the Cats to a 78-69 overtime victory over Tennessee. Scored a season-high 25 in a tough 56-52 loss to Mississippi State in Starkville. Finished the year with a 9.8 scoring average, third-best on the team. Came to UK after helping guide Louisville Flaget to the 1960 state championship. Scored 14 in the title-game win over Monticello. Earned All-State recognition for his play that season.

TONY DELK

(1993-96, 6’1”, guard, Brownsville, Tenn.)

UK’s No.4 all-time scorer with 1,890 points and the leader in three-point buckets with a career total of 283. Also owns the record for most treys in a game, making nine against Texas Christian during the 1995-96 season. Had seven three-pointers in UK’s 76-67 win over Syracuse in the 1996 NCAA championship game. Struggled early in his career, averaging just 4.6 points as a freshman. His best game as a rookie was an 18-point effort in an 87-66 win over South Carolina. Also hit for 15 against Tennessee. Moved back to his natural shooting guard position as a sophomore and responded with a 16.6 average. Opened the season by turning in a 19-point, 10-rebound, five-assist effort in a 78-70 win over Louisville. Scored a season-high 29 in the Cats’ 95-76 SEC tourney win over Mississippi State. Led the Cats with 27 in a losing effort against Syracuse. Also had 27 against Georgia. Made 95 treys that season and shot 37.4 percent from beyond the three-point line. Improved his average to 16.7 as a junior in 1994-95. Burned Arkansas for 31 in a 94-92 UK loss. Scored 27 in an easy 127-80 romp past LSU. Topped the Cats during NCAA tourney action, scoring 76 points in four games. His 26 sparked the Cats past Arizona State 97-73 in the Southeast Regional. Averaged at a 17.8 pace during his final season for the title-winning Wildcats. Had a string of big-time scoring games, including 30 against Louisville, 29 against Iona and Georgia, and 28 against South Carolina. Buried a school-record nine three-pointers and scored 27 points in a 124-80 win over Texas Christian. Was absolutely brilliant during the Cats’ run to the NCAA tourney championship. Scored 22 against San Jose State and 25 in an 83-63 win over Wake Forest that earned the Cats a trip to the Final Four. Led the Cats in those final two victories, scoring 20 in an 81-74 revenge win over UMass and 24 in the 76-67 championship game win over Syracuse. Those two performances were good enough to earn him MVP honors. Hit 39.8 percent of his three-point attempts as a Wildcat. A sticky defender who twice led the club in steals. Earned All-SEC recognition his final two years and was the SEC tourney MVP in 1996. Once cracked the 70-point mark in a high school game. Went to Charlotte in the first round of the 1996 NBA draft. Played several seasons with the Golden State Warriors. Currently works for the SEC Network.

JOHN “FRENCHY” DeMOISEY

(1932-34, 6’5”, center, Walton, Ky.)

Rupp’s third All-American, a prolific scorer and one of the first players to shoot a hook shot. After watching DeMoisey in action, one sportswriter said it was like seeing a “whirling dervish.” Capable of posting big numbers offensively. Had 29 in a win over Vandy, 24 against Chicago, and during one stretch, he scored 70 points in four games. As a sophomore, DeMoisey averaged 10 points per game despite missing several games due to academic problems. Once scored 39 points in 39 minutes during a two-game span. In his junior season, he teamed with Aggie Sale to lead the Cats to a 21-3 record and the school’s first SEC Tournament championship. Averaged 12 points that season. Scored 59 points in the SEC tourney. Averaged 12.5 points per game as a senior, leading the Cats to a 16-1 record. Was named All-American in 1934, and All-SEC in 1933 and 1934. His younger brother Truitt played for the Cats in the mid ’40s.

LEROY EDWARDS

(1934-35, 6’5”, center, Indianapolis, Ind.)

Only played one season at UK, but his performance that year was memorable enough to rank him among the all-time great Wildcats. In fact, many years later, Rupp was asked to name the greatest center he ever saw. His pick: Edwards. Known at times as “Cowboy,” “Big Ed” or “Big Boy,” Edwards was exceptionally strong physically. His great strength made him a difficult player to contain defensively, and, indeed, many opposing teams resorted to thuggery and mugging in an effort to shut him down. Averaged 16.3 points per game, the best by a Wildcat until Alex Groza showed up a decade later. His scoring and rebounding helped lead the 1934-35 club to a splendid 19-2 record. Single-handedly outscored the opposition in each of UK’s first five games that season. His career-high 34 points against Creighton shattered the previous UK best held by DeMoisey. Also had 24 against Alabama and 23 against Xavier. Scored 343 points that season to set new UK and SEC records at the time. Earned All-America recognition and was chosen Helms National Player of the Year. Left UK after the season, returned to Indianapolis and began a successful pro career. Arguably Rupp’s best inside player until Groza arrived on the scene.

ANTHONY EPPS

(1994-97, 6’2”, guard, Lebanon, Ky.)

Hard-nosed point guard whose heady, consistent play silenced those critics who doubted his ability. A big-game player with a knack for making the right play at the right moment. Played in 141 games as a Wildcat, drawing 68 starts. Played very little as a freshman, but stepped up and became a valuable contributor during the 1994-95 campaign. Scored 15 points and handed out 13 assists in a 127-80 win over LSU on Seniors’ Night. Also had 15 against Ohio University. Led the team in free throw shooting (85 percent) and assists (4.2). His steady leadership and willingness to distribute the basketball were big reasons why that super-talented 1995-96 club was able to claim the NCAA title. Scored a season-high 17 in UK’s 88-73 win over Arkansas. Handed out 12 assists against Marshall, 11 against LSU and 10 against Tennessee. Had seven assists while playing all 40 minutes in UK’s 1996 NCAA title-game win over Syracuse. Averaged 8.9 points as a senior on the 1996-97 NCAA runner-up squad. Hit for a career-best 22 points against Georgia in the 1997 SEC Tournament. Averaged 17.3 points per game in that tourney and was named to the all-tournament team. Had 15 points and six assists in the Cats’ 72- 59 NCAA tourney win over Utah. Hit a critical three-pointer to send the game into overtime in UK’s 1997 championship loss to Arizona. Ended his UK career with 544 assists and 184 steals. Had 93 assists in NCAA tourney action. Was an 82 percent career free throw shooter at UK. Selected to the 1996 All-Midwest Regional team. Scored 881 points as a Wildcat. Earned All-State honors after leading Marion County High School to the 1993 Kentucky state championship. Also an All-State selection in football.

BILLY EVANS

(1952, 54-55, 6’1”, forward, Berea, Ky.)

A much-underrated player and a key contributing member of the unbeaten 1953-54 Wildcat team, averaging 8.4 points per game. Hit for a season-high 17 against Georgia. Led the team in free throw shooting, hitting 77.8 percent of his freebies. Came back as a senior in 1954-55 campaign to average 13.9 points. Again led the team with 74.3 percent free throw shooting. Had his career-high scoring night when he hit for 26 against Tennessee. Matched the great Tom Gola with 20 points in UK’s win over defending NCAA champ La Salle. Also scored 20 in a thrilling 75-71 win over Vanderbilt. Ruled ineligible to participate in the NCAA Tournament because he was a fifth-year senior. Earned All-SEC recognition for his play during the 1954-55 season. A member of the 1956 U.S. Olympic team that captured the gold medal. Also excelled at tennis. Later became a highly successful executive with the Kentucky Fried Chicken Corporation.

RICHIE FARMER

(1989-92, 6’0”, guard, Manchester, Ky.)

Much-beloved Wildcat, a solid competitor and one of the true Kentucky prep legends. Came to UK after leading Clay County to five straight Sweet 16 appearances, including the 1987 championship. Scored 317 points in state tourney action to break the old mark of 223 held by Wah Wah Jones. Hit for a championship-game high of 51 in a 1988 loss to Ballard. Kentucky’s Mr. Basketball in 1988. Saw limited action as a freshman at UK, hitting for a season-high 15 against Western Carolina. Knocked down a three-pointer with two seconds left to give the Cats a 70-69 win over Ole Miss. One of the top gunners on the “Pitino’s Bombinos” team that finished with a 14-14 record. Scored a season-best 21 in a loss to North Carolina. His six pressure-packed free throws in the final 1:05 sealed the Cats’ stunning 100-95 upset of LSU. Led the club with 84.7 percent shooting from the free throw line. Averaged 10.1 as a junior for a UK team that had a 22-6 record. Scored 22 against Western Kentucky, 21 against Ole Miss and 20 against Auburn. Again led the team with 84.2 percent shooting from the charity stripe. Averaged 9.6 points for the probation-free 1991-92 team that finished with a 29-7 record and advanced to the Elite Eight. Buried five treys and scored a career-high 28 points in a 91-70 win over Notre Dame. Also hit for 22 in a win over UMass. Made 55 three-pointers as a senior to finish with 147 for his career. Left as UK’s fourth-best from the free throw line, making good on 83.8 percent of his attempts.

DERON FELDHAUS

(1989-92, 6’7”, forward, Maysville, Ky.)

This rugged second generation Wildcat blended a hard-nosed inside game with a soft shooting touch that also made him a threat from the outside. Another one of those warrior types who wasn’t afraid to sacrifice his body for the good of the team. Saw action as a starter and as a valuable sixth man during his outstanding career. Scored 1,231 points, shot 74.2 percent from the free throw line and connected on 37.5 percent of his three-point attempts. Played in 32 games as a freshman in 1988-89, averaging 3.7 points. Made his first start late in the season, scoring 11 points in a loss to Mississippi State. Had a double-double — 10 points, 10 rebounds — in a 70-69 win over Ole Miss. His two free throws with 12 seconds remaining sealed the Cats’ 66-65 win over 18th-ranked Tennessee. Averaged 14.4 points as a sophomore on Pitino’s first UK team. Scored 27 against North Carolina and 23 against Indiana. Had 19 points and 11 rebounds in a win over Tennessee. Also snared 13 rebounds against LSU and Shaquille O’Neal. Averaged 10.8 points as a junior. Scored a season-high 27 in a 93-80 win over LSU. Ended his career with a superb senior season, averaging 11.4 points while hitting 79.4 percent of his free throws and 37.5 percent from beyond the three-point arc. Had 22 against Arkansas and 19 against South Carolina. The youngest of three basketball-playing brothers, he was a standout performer for his father, ex-Cat Allen “the Horse” Feldhaus, at Mason County High School. Twice earned All-State honors. Enjoyed a long and successful pro career in Japan. One of the “Unforgettables” whose determined play and winning attitude helped bring the light back to UK basketball.
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Deron Feldhaus was a second-generation Wildcat, the son of Allen “the Horse” Feldhaus. Both were known for their rugged play and fearless attitude.

GERALD FITCH

(2001-04, 6’3”, guard, Macon, Ga.)

A rock-solid performer whose consistency on both ends of the court has been matched by only a handful of past Wildcats. Fearless, tenacious and willing to take the big shot when necessary. Accounted for 1,391 points, 526 rebounds, 232 assists and 156 steals during his four-year career. Scored in double figures 73 times as a Wildcat. Twice named to the All-SEC team. Voted MVP of the SEC Tournament after leading the Cats to their 25th tourney title. Had 57 points in those three tourney wins. Averaged 16.2 points as a senior while leading the team in scoring 15 times. Had a career-best 36-point performance on 14-of-20 shooting in an easy win over Tennessee Tech. Scored 26 against Eastern Kentucky and Florida A&M, 25 against Michigan State and 24 against Marshall and South Carolina. Averaged 12.3 points during his junior season. Burned North Carolina and IUPUI for 25 points. Shot 48 percent from the field and 42 percent from behind the three-point line. Tossed in 8.9 points per game as a sophomore. Had season-high 17-point efforts against South Carolina and Georgia. Registered a pair of double-doubles — 16/10 against Tulane, 13/11 against Ole Miss. Scored 230 points and averaged 6.8 points per game during his initial season. His top rookie outing was a 17-point night against Arkansas. Cracked double figures 12 times that season. Recorded his first double-double when he had 11 points and 11 rebounds against Vandy. Ranks seventh all-time in three-point shooting (39.6 percent) and fourth in three-pointers made (199). Made good on 43 percent of his three-point attempts against SEC competion.

TRAVIS FORD

(1992-94, 5’9”, guard, Madisonville, Ky.)

A rare backcourt ace who combined a point guard mentality with a shooting guard touch. The school’s No. 2 all-time free throw shooter with a career mark of 88.2 percent. Hit a school-record 101 three-pointers in 1992-93. Shot an SEC-record 52.9 percent from behind the three-point line that season. Made good on 44.5 percent of his three-point attempts during his Wildcat career. Also set a UK mark by handing out 15 assists against Eastern Kentucky. Finished his career with 428 assists. Transferred to UK after a successful freshman campaign at the University of Missouri. Played in 33 games in his injury-plagued initial season at UK, primarily serving as a backup to Sean Woods. Made three key treys to help the Cats ease past LSU 80-74. Averaged 3.5 points while handing out 65 assists that year. Assumed the point guard role the following season for a Wildcat club that went 30-4 and made it to the Final Four. Averaged 13.6 points and 4.9 assists while hitting 88.1 percent of his freebies. Canned seven treys and scored 29 points in an 81-78 win over Indiana. Scored 26 against Arkansas and 18 against LSU to capture the first of his two SEC tourney MVP awards. Connected on 14 of 22 three-point attempts in three SEC tourney games. Hit 10 of 11 shots in UK’s 103-69 NCAA tourney win over Wake Forest. Earned All-SEC recognition that season. Averaged 11.3 as a senior in 1993-94 while matching Kyle Macy’s single-season free throw mark of 91.2 percent. Dished out 5.8 assists per game to again lead the club in that category. Captured MVP honors in the Maui Classic by scoring 27 in a 100-88 win over Ohio State and 25 in the 93-92 championship game win over Arizona. Followed those performances with 27-point efforts against San Francisco and Georgia. Scored 39 points in three SEC tourney wins, again picking up the MVP trophy. Ended his UK career with 951 points. Averaged seven points and hit a school-record 96 percent of his free throws in his one season at Missouri. Scored 2,676 points during a brilliant prep career at Madisonville North Hopkins High School. A three-time All-State pick. Currently coaching at St. Louis University.

MIKE FLYNN

(1973-75, 6’3”, guard, Jeffersonville, Ind.)

This member of the “Super Sophs” was an excellent backcourt player with a knack for playing some of his best basketball in the most crucial situations. Best remembered for his magnificent 22-point performance in UK’s 92-90 win over unbeaten Indiana in the 1975 NCAA Tournament Mideast Regional final. Accounted for 14 of those points in the nerve-tingling second half to help the Cats earn their ticket to the Final Four. Averaged nine points as a senior while handing out just under four assists per game. Scored 22 in an 85-82 win over Ole Miss. Had 10 points in the championship-game loss to UCLA. Cracked the starting lineup midway through his sophomore season, finishing with an average of 9.1. His best scoring games included 22 against Georgia, 21 against Vanderbilt and 18 in a 95-93 win over Alabama. Led the 1972-73 team in free throw shooting with 73.3 percent accuracy. Scored at an 11.3 pace during his junior season. Twice hit for 20, once against Georgia and again against LSU. Also regarded as one of UK’s premier backcourt defenders. Left UK and played three seasons in the NBA. Indiana’s prep Mr. Basketball in 1971.

JACK GIVENS

(1975-78, 6’4”, forward, Lexington, Ky.)

Silky-smooth lefty with one of the sweetest jump shots in Wildcat history, which he unleashed with a vengeance in his towering 41-point performance against Duke in the 1978 NCAA championship game. UK’s third all-time leading scorer with 2,038 points. Surprisingly, he also ranks among the school’s top rebounders with 793. A two-time All-American, a three-time All-SEC pick, the 1978 Final Four MVP and one of the most-consistent Wildcats of all-time. A homegrown Lexington product who played prep ball at Bryan Station High School, the “Goose” averaged 9.4 points for the 1974-75 UK club that was runner-up to UCLA in the NCAA tourney. Scored 19 against Florida in his first career start. Later scored 26 against Ole Miss and 24 against Syracuse in the semifinal game. Averaged 20.1 points as a sophomore for the NIT championship Wildcats. Made good on 82.9 percent of his free throws. Cracked the 30-point barrier three times, with a high of 33 in a win over LSU. Led all scorers with 26 in the final game played in Memorial Coliseum, a 94-93 overtime win over Mississippi State. Had 28 in UK’s 79-78 NIT semifinal victory over Providence. Scored at an 18.9 clip and hit 83.2 percent of his freebies during his junior campaign. Hit 15 of 19 shots in a 30-point effort against Notre Dame in Freedom Hall. Had 26 in the Cats’ 79-72 NCAA tourney loss to North Carolina. Averaged 18.1 points for the 1977-78 NCAA championship team that many consider to be UK’s best-ever. Opened the season with a 30-point performance against SMU, then closed it with his majestic effort against Duke in the title game. Also led the Cats with 23 points in their 64-59 semifinal win over Arkansas. Hit 51.5 percent of his field goals and 79.8 percent of his free throws while at UK. Kentucky’s Mr. Basketball in 1974. Drafted by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the 1978 NBA draft. Played two seasons with the Hawks, then turned his attention to broadcasting.

PHIL GRAWEMEYER

(1954-56, 6’7”, forward, Louisville, Ky.)

The guy known as “Cookie” was an outstanding performer whose career was hampered by injuries. A slim 6-7 lefty, he could score, rebound and defend. Came to UK after a standout prep career at Louisville Manuel High School. Was a valuable member of that powerful, unbeaten 1953-54 Wildcat club. Played in all 25 games and averaged 5.9 points per game. Hit for 17 in a win over Xavier and 13 in wins over La Salle and Tennessee. Cracked double figures five times as a sophomore. Was on pace for an all-star year in 1954-55 when he went down with a broken leg during UK’s 20th game. Had scored in double digits 15 times in those 20 games, and was averaging 13 points per game. Scored 28 in the season opener against LSU, then followed that with a 27-point effort against Utah. Also had 21 against St. Louis, 20 against Florida and 19 against Georgia Tech. His scoring dipped to 8.4 during his final season in 1955-56, yet he still hit for double figures 11 times. Had a season-best 16-point performance against Tennessee. Finished his career with 703 rebounds in just 71 games. Drafted by Minneapolis.

KEVIN GREVEY

(1973-75, 6’5”, forward, Hamilton, Ohio)

A two-time All-American, this lethal lefty is UK’s sixth all-time leading scorer with 1,801 points. His 21.4 career scoring average trails only Dan Issel and Cotton Nash. Shot 51.7 percent from the field and 77.8 percent from the foul line for his career. His versatility and quickness made him a difficult target for defenders. When he got on a roll, he was virtually unstoppable. Averaged 18.7 as a sophomore after getting off to a slow start. Cranked it up later on, hitting for 33 and 29 in two wins over Alabama, 34 against Auburn and a career-high 40 against Georgia. Shot 53.5 percent from the field during his rookie campaign. Averaged 21.9 as a junior. Was the most-consistent player on that disappointing 13-13 team. Hit for 25 or more 11 times with a high of 35 against Florida. Also had 34 in a second meeting with Florida and 32 against Auburn. Topped the club in foul shooting, making good on 83 percent of his free throws. Led the 1974-75 Final Four team in scoring with an average of 23.6. Cracked the 30-point barrier five times that season, including a 34-point effort in the championship game loss to UCLA. Had a season-high 37 against Auburn. Was named to the NCAA All-Final Four team. A three-time All-SEC selection and two-time UK team MVP. Came to UK after being named Ohio’s Mr. Basketball in 1971. Had an outstanding NBA career with Washington and Milwaukee. Taken in the first round of the 1975 draft. After retiring, he opened “Grevey’s,” a popular restaurant in Washington, D.C. He also works as a radio broadcaster. His nephew, Ryan Hogan, lettered at UK in 1997-98 and 1998-99.

ALEX GROZA

(1945, 47-49, 6’7”, center, Martins Ferry, Ohio)

A three-time All-American and the leading scorer for the “Fabulous Five.” Left UK as the school’s all-time leading scorer with 1,744 points. Still ranks No. 9 on that list. A very quick pivotman who had great hands and slick offensive moves. Averaged 16.5 points in 10 games as a freshman before entering the Army. Scored 91 points in his last four games prior to leaving the team. Came back to average 10.6 for the 1946-47 team that went 34-3. His high game that season was 21 against DePaul. Scored at a 12.5 clip to share scoring honors with Beard on the 1947-48 NCAA championship “Fabulous Five” club. Had 23 against Notre Dame and 22 against Georgia. Scored 54 points in the three tourney games, including 23 in the Cats’ 60-52 semifinal win over Bob Cousy-led Holy Cross. Was named the NCAA tourney’s MVP. Tossed in 33 points in a 77-59 win over Baylor in the Olympic Trials. Helped lead the 1948 U.S. Olympic team to a gold medal. His 78 points led the U.S. squad in scoring. Exploded as a scorer his senior year, averaging 20.5 points per game. Scored 30 or more on six occasions, including a career-high 38 against Georgia. Had 37 against Tulane in the 1949 SEC tourney title game. Racked up 82 points in three games to lead the Cats to a second straight NCAA title. Scored 25 in the championship-game win over Oklahoma A&M. Also repeated as the tourney MVP. Went on to make first-team All-NBA with the Indianapolis Olympians, but was later banned from the league for life because of his involvement in the point-shaving scandal. Another player who surely would have made it into the NBA Hall of Fame. Long-time Wildcat observers still rank Groza as one of the genuinely great players in Big Blue history.

CLIFF HAGAN

(1951-52, 54, 6”4”, center, Owensboro, Ky.)

A two-time All-American and one of the five best players to ever put on a UK uniform. Strong, quick, athletic and graceful. Could score in many ways, but the hook shot was his chief weapon. His range and accuracy with the hook shot was amazing. Teamed with Frank Ramsey to give the Cats one of the greatest 1-2 combos in college basketball history. One of the few athletes to win championships at the high school, college and professional levels. Came to UK after leading Owensboro High to the 1949 state tourney championship. Scored 41 points in the title game. Joined the UK varsity midway through the 1950-51 season, playing in 20 games and helping lead that club to the NCAA championship. Hit for a season-high 25 points against Auburn. Came off the bench to score 10 points and help the Cats come from behind to beat Kansas State in the final game despite suffering from an infected throat. Took over at center when Bill Spivey was ruled ineligible and averaged 21.6 points and 16.5 rebounds for the 29-3 Cats during his junior season. Hit for a season-high 42 against Tennessee in the SEC tourney. Had 37 against Ole Miss, 34 against UCLA and 30 against Mississippi State. Led all scorers with 110 points in four SEC tourney games. Also led the Cats with 42 points in their two NCAA tourney games. Was named All-American and All-SEC for his performance that year. After UK’s one year in exile, he opened the 1953-54 season with a 51-point effort against Temple. Outscored Tom Gola 28-16 in UK’s 73-60 win over La Salle, the eventual NCAA champs. Scored 38 in an 88-62 win over Ole Miss and 32 in a 105-53 romp past Georgia Tech. Had a nine-game stretch in which he scored 243 points. Finished the season with a 24-point scoring average. Also averaged 13.5 rebounds for the unbeaten Cats. Made good on 45.5 percent of his field goal attempts. Was again named All-American. Ended his UK career with 1,475 points and 1,035 rebounds despite playing only 77 games. His 13.4 career rebounding average is second only to Bob Burrow’s 16.1. Went on to have a distinguished pro career with the St. Louis Hawks in the NBA, earning All-NBA recognition. Helped lead the Hawks to the 1958 NBA championship. After a brief coaching stint in the pro ranks, he returned to UK and served as Athletics Director from 1975-88. Inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1977.

JOE “RED” HAGAN

(1936-38, 6’1”, forward, Louisville, Ky.)

One of the most combative, irascible Wildcats of all-time. Feisty and fearless, he never met a confrontation he didn’t like. He was also a superb basketball player, a three-year starter and the team’s leading scorer as a senior. Scored 12 points in his second game, a 58-19 win over Berea. Later scored 15 against Tennessee, 12 against Notre Dame and a season-best 19 in the season finale against Vanderbilt. Averaged eight points as a sophomore, second only to Ralph Carlisle. Scored at a 7.3 pace as a junior, hitting for a season-high 17 in a 59-36 win over Creighton. Finished his career in a big way, averaging 10.1 points as a senior. Opened the season with a 16-point effort in a 69-35 romp past Berea. Scored nine points and led the Cats to a 40-29 come-from-behind win over Pittsburgh in the Sugar Bowl. Followed that by scoring 14 against Michigan State and 16 against Detroit. Scored 11 points and sank a 48-foot shot with 12 seconds left to give the Cats a 35-33 win over Marquette. Closed out the regular season by scoring 14 in a 29-26 win over Tennessee, then had a team-high 13 in a shocking 38-36 first-round loss to Tulane in the SEC Tournament. Voted the tourney’s MVP despite UK’s early exit. Came to UK after an outstanding prep career at St. Xavier High School.

REGGIE HANSON

(1988-91, 6’8”, forward/center, Somerset, Ky.)

Versatile, tough inside player and one of the primary architects of UK’s return to glory in the early 1990s. A solid performer on both ends of the court and one of the most personable UK players ever. Sat out as a freshman because of Prop 48, then moved into a starting role on Eddie Sutton’s final Wildcat team during his sophomore season. Averaged 9.8 points that year while hitting a team-best 75 percent of his free throws. Had a season-high 20 points in a 76-65 win over Georgia. Flourished as a player in Rick Pitino’s system, averaging 16.4 points, grabbing 7.2 rebounds and shooting 49.7 from the field as a junior. Voted that team’s MVP. Had 24 points and 14 rebounds to help the Cats beat Ohio University 76-73 in Pitino’s debut at UK. Scored 25 against Ole Miss and 24 against Louisville and Auburn. Snared 15 rebounds against Mississippi State. Averaged 14.4 points and 7.2 rebounds for the 1990-91 club that surprised everyone by finishing with a 22-6 record overall and a league-best 14-4 mark against SEC foes. Scored 28 against Tennessee, 27 against Eastern Kentucky and 24 against LSU. Canned a pair of clutch free throws to help the Cats escape Georgia 81-80. Finished his career with 1,171 points. Shot 50.5 percent from the field and 73.7 percent from the foul line. Named to the All-SEC team in each of his final two seasons. Came to UK after leading Pulaski County to the 1986 state championship. Reunited with Pitino for a brief stint with the Celtics.

VERNON HATTON

(1956-58, 6’3”, guard, Lexington, Ky.)

A steel-nerved guard who made some of the most important and memorable shots in UK history. A three-year starter and the leading scorer for the “Fiddlin’ Five” team that came out of nowhere to win the 1958 NCAA championship. Hit a 47-foot shot at the end of the first overtime to keep the Cats alive in their three-overtime 85-83 win over Temple, then came through with six points in the final OT to seal it. Later that same season, he burned Temple again when he dropped in a layup with 16 seconds left to give the Cats a 61-60 win in the national semifinal game. Scored 30 points in the title-game win over Seattle one night later. Cracked the starting five early in his sophomore year and finished with a 13.3 scoring average while leading the team in field goal percentage (49.4) and free throw percentage (66.7). Had a high game of 32 against DePaul that season. Scored the last five points in the Cats’ 62-61 win over Maryland. Also had 25 against Auburn and 24 against Alabama. Averaged 14.8 as a junior with a season-best 26 in the opener against Washington & Lee. Missed seven games that season after undergoing an emergency appendectomy. Scored 25 in a 91-70 win over unbeaten Illinois. Topped the 1957-58 team in scoring (17.1), field goal shooting (41.9) and free throw accuracy (77.7). Twice hit for 26 during the regular season, then had his 30-point outburst in the NCAA final game. Named to the All-Final Four team after his standout performance. An All-American in 1958, and a three-time All-SEC selection. Finished his career with 1,153 points. Came to UK from Lexington Lafayette, where he led ex-Cat Ralph Carlisle’s Generals to the 1953 state championship. After playing professionally for several years, he returned to Lexington and became a successful realtor and auctioneer.

BASIL HAYDEN

(1920-22, 6’0”, forward, Paris, Ky.)

Holds the distinction of being UK’s first All-American, earning that honor in 1921. He was also a key performer on the 1920-21 team that finished with a 13-1 record and won UK’s first-ever tournament championship. Hit a crucial game-tying basket in the Cats’ 20-19 championship-game win over Georgia in the 1921 Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association Tournament. Averaged 9.6 points for that club. Suffered a knee injury prior to the 1921-22 season, but still managed to average five points per game. Led Wildcat teams to a 28-14 record during his three seasons. Was the team’s top scorer with a 10.8 average as a sophomore in 1919-20. Coached at Stanford High School and Kentucky Wesleyan College before returing to UK as coach of the 1926-27 team.

CHUCK HAYES

(2001-05, 6’6”, forward, Modesto, Calif.)

The archetypal blue-collar warrior who was always willing to do the grunt work necessary to help the Cats succeed. A team-first player and one of the classiest Wildcats ever. Scored 1,211 points and yanked down 910 rebounds during his career. Started 110 consecutive games at UK, tying Alex Groza for the school record. UK posted a 93-18 mark in games he started. Registered 23 double-doubles, including 10 during his senior season. Scored at a 10.9 clip in his final campaign, shooting 51 percent from the field. Had a season-best 18-point performance against William & Mary. Was a consensus first-team All-SEC pick as a senior. Voted the SEC’s top defensive player by the league’s coaches. Also earned honorable mention All-America recognition. Averaged 10.7 points as a junior. Made good on 10 of 14 field goal attempts and scored a career-high 23 points against Florida in the SEC Tournament. Scored 22 against Indiana and 21 against Notre Dame. Ended his junior campaign with seven double-doubles. Had a 17-point, 16-rebound performance against Notre Dame as a sophomore. Scored 16 in a 98-81 victory over North Carolina. Recorded double-doubles in both games against Georgia — 11/10 and 15/12. Cracked double digits twice as a freshman, with a 15-point effort against Tennessee being his best. Recorded his first double-double (10/13) against South Carolina. Ended his career with 128 blocked shots, 170 steals and 292 assists. Named a Parade All-American and California Division I Player of the Year as a senior as Modesto Christian High School. Averaged 25 points and 19 rebounds as a senior.

JOE HOLLAND

(1946-48, 6’4” forward, Benton, Ky.)

A steady, dependable forward who helped UK win a pair of championships — the 1946 NIT and the 1948 NCAA Tournament. Had his best season as a junior in 1946-47, averaging 6.2 points for the 34-3 Wildcats. Was outstanding in the SEC tourney that season, hitting for 15 in the championship win over Tulane and 14 against Georgia Tech in the semifinal game. Was one of five Cats named to the All-SEC tourney team that year. Had 14 points in UK’s 70-50 win over St. John’s in Madison Square Garden. His best game as a senior on the “Fabulous Five” team was a 12-point performance against Cincinnati. Earned his scholarship after impressing Rupp while playing for the Berea naval trainees team against UK in 1943. Later went on to play for the Indianapolis Olympians in the NBA. His son Joey lettered for the Cats in 1976. Owned successful automobile dealerships in Lexington and Charleston, W.Va.

DERRICK HORD

(1980-83, 6’6”, forward/guard, Bristol, Tenn.)

Came to UK after a celebrated prep All-America career, and although he had his moments, he never quite lived up to his great promise. A very smooth player who, when he was playing well, was a joy to watch. Scored 1,220 points at UK while averaging 9.8 points per game. Had his best year in 1981-82 when his 16.3 average led the team in scoring and earned him All-SEC recognition. Saw action in 35 games as a freshman, finishing with a 5.9 scoring clip. Hit for a season-high 18 points on three occasions, against South Carolina, Vanderbilt and Florida. Moved into a starting position as a sophomore and upped his scoring average to 8.9. Had a season-best 24 points against Maine, connecting on 10 of 16 field goal attempts. Opened his outstanding junior season with a 28-point effort against Akron. His five points in overtime helped the Cats slip past Kansas 77-74. Was named MVP of the UKIT after scoring 38 points in those two wins. Had 26 against Vandy and 24 against LSU. After a fast start during his senior season, he went into a lengthy and mystifying slump. Scored 18 against Notre Dame, then came back with 26 in a win over third-ranked Villanova. Claimed the UKIT MVP award for a second straight year after scoring 31 points in wins over Duquesne and Tulane. Scored 23 against Kansas, then went into his tailspin. Hit a buzzer-beater to give UK a 71-69 win over Auburn. Finished the season with an 8.9 scoring average and a team-high 82.3 percent from the charity stripe.

LEE HUBER

(1939-41, 6’0”, guard, Louisville, Ky.)

Set-shot artist who made the All-American team in 1941. Tied for team scoring honors in 1940-41 season with 151 points. An All-SEC pick in 1941. As a sophomore, he scored six quick points to help the Cats come back and beat Ole Miss in the SEC tourney opener. Scored at a 5.4 clip as a junior. Won praise for his excellent guard play after scoring 17 points in a win over Clemson. Had 11 against Notre Dame and 12 against Tennessee before an illness slowed him for the remainder of season. Scored 25 points in the final two games of the 1941 SEC Tournament, earning a spot on the all-tourney team. Scored 12 points three times that season. Finished with a 5.9 scoring average. Came to UK on a tennis scholarship after twice winning the state singles title for St. Xavier High School. Also made the 1937 all-tournament team after leading the basketball Tigers to the semifinal round of the Sweet 16.

DAN ISSEL

(1968-70, 6’9”, center, Batavia, Ill.)

UK’s all-time leading scorer with 2,138 points, a two-time All-American and the holder of no fewer than 28 individual school records. Twice scored more than 50 points in a game, and went over the 40-point mark on six occasions. As a senior, he averaged 33.9 points and 13.2 rebounds while shooting 55.3 percent from the field and 76.4 percent from the free throw stripe. Hit for a school-record 53 points against Ole Miss and 51 against LSU. Started along with fellow sophomores Mike Casey and Mike Pratt on the 1967-68 club, averaging 16.4 points and 12.1 rebounds. His best game as a sophomore was a 36-point, 13-rebound effort against Marquette in the NCAA Tournament. Really blossomed into a scoring machine as a junior, averaging 26.6 points per game. Hit for 41 against Vanderbilt, and had an incredible 36-point, 29-rebound performance against LSU. Averaged 13.6 rebounds that season. Scored 47 against Alabama and 44 in a thrilling 109-99 win over Notre Dame in the NCAA tourney. Made the All-SEC team three times. Left UK as the all-time leader in points, average (25.7) and rebounds (1,078). UK was 71-12 during his three years, and likely would have won another NCAA title had it not been for the automobile accident that sidelined Casey for the entire 1969-70 campaign. Went on to have an all-pro career, first with the Kentucky Colonels, then with the Denver Nuggets. The second all-time leading scorer in the old ABA with 12,823 points. Teamed with Dampier and Artis Gilmore to lead the Colonels to the 1975 ABA championship. Finished his pro career with more than 25,000 points. Retired as coach and GM of the Nuggets. Inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1993.

THAD JARACZ

(1966-68, 6’5”, center/forward, Lexington, Ky.)

The youngest member of “Rupp’s Runts” and a double-figure scorer in each of his three years at UK. Averaged 13.2 points for the 1965-66 team that finished second to Texas Western in the NCAA tourney. Scored 22 points against Virginia in only his second game, then followed that with a 32-point performance in an 86-68 win over Illinois. Had 26 points and 13 rebounds against Florida. Later burned LSU for 25 in an easy 111-85 UK victory. Scored 17 points in the Cats’ 86-79 NCAA tourney win over Dayton. Averaged 11.3 points and a team-leading 8.3 rebounds for the 1966-67 club that ended with a 13-13 record. Hit for a season-high 22 in a 98-97 overtime loss to Illinois. Had 20 in a 96-66 UKIT win over Oregon State. Closed out his career by averaging 11.3 points for the talent-rich 1967-68 club that featured sophomores Mike Casey, Dan Issel and Mike Pratt. Scored 23 in a win over Florida. Canned 12 of 16 shots and finished with 25 points against Georgia. Also snared 18 rebounds in that win over the Bulldogs. His 24 points helped the Cats overcome a 52-point performance by “Pistol” Pete Maravich and get the best of LSU 121-95. Played his prep ball at Lafayette High in Lexington. Retired from the Air Force as a Lieutenant Colonel.

ELLIS JOHNSON

(1931-33, 6’0”, guard, Ashland, Ky.)

One of UK’s truly great all-around athletes, lettering three years in basketball and football while also participating in baseball and track. A starting guard on Rupp’s first team, which finished with a 15-3 record. More of a playmaker and defender than a scorer, he consistently earned high praise for his intelligent, heady play. Scored a career-high 14 against Chattanooga during his junior season. In his final season, he averaged 3.8 points for the 21-3 Cats, helping them win the first SEC Tournament. Very popular with the fans, who chided Rupp anytime he removed Johnson from the game. Played exceptionally well in the SEC Tournament, earning a spot on the all-tourney team. Despite low scoring numbers, his defense and playmaking skills were good enough to land him on the 1933 All-America team. Led Ashland High School to the 1928 national championship. Went on to have a long and successful coaching career at Morehead State University.

LARRY JOHNSON

(1974-77, 6’2”, guard, Morganfield, Ky.)

Very clever, very quick and one of the best backcourt defenders in UK history. Three times was voted the team’s top defensive player. The first of three players to land at UK via the Union County pipeline. (Dwane Casey and Freddie Cowan followed.) Saw little action as a rookie, but gave several strong performances as a sophomore. Came off the bench to score 16 points and ignite a 113-96 victory over Notre Dame in Freedom Hall. Became a starter the following season, averaging 11.2 points for that NIT championship club. Scored a season-high 22 in a win over Florida. Had 18 against North Carolina and 16 against Indiana. Had UK’s final five points, including the game-winning bucket with 13 seconds left, against Vanderbilt. His last-second jumper sent the Cats past Providence 79-78 and into the NIT championship game. Came through with 16 points in the 71-67 title game win over UNCC. Led the team in assists with an average of 3.3. Averaged 10.7 points and 4.8 assists as a senior. Had season highs of 21 against Florida, 20 against Indiana and 19 against Vanderbilt. Earned All-State honors at Union County High School.

WALLACE “WAH WAH” JONES

(1946-49, 6’4”, forward/center, Harlan, Ky.)

Maybe the greatest all-around athlete to ever play at UK. An All-American in basketball and All- SEC in football, he also played baseball and was on the track team. He was rugged and fearless, a player who never backed away from a scrap. Arrived at UK with Beard in 1945, and during the four years they played, UK won 130 of 140 games, captured two NCAA titles, an NIT title, four SEC championships and an Olympic gold medal. He was an All-American in 1949, and a four-time All-SEC and All-SEC tourney selection. Left UK with 1,151 points and a career scoring average of 9.1. Had a great rookie season, averaging 9.7 points per game. Scored 16 in a win over Notre Dame and 26 in two wins over Tennessee, a team he always killed. Had 16 in the NIT opener against Arizona, then came back with 10 in the championship win over Rhode Island. Injuries slowed him as a sophomore, yet he still scored six points per game. His best game that season was a 20-point effort against LIU in the NIT. Joined the fabled 1947-48 team after helping lead the gridiron Cats to a victory in the Great Lakes Bowl. Hit for 22 against Georgia and 18 against Tennessee in the SEC tourney semifinal game. Scored 42 points in UK’s three NCAA tourney games, including 21 against Columbia. Averaged 9.3 points for the “Fabulous Five.” Scored 42 points in the U.S. Olympic team’s gold medal run. As a senior in 1948-49, he averaged 8.6 points to help the Cats defend their NCAA crown. Had a season-high 18 against Tulane in the Sugar Bowl. Also had 15 against St. John’s in Madison Square Garden and 13 against Holy Cross in the Boston Garden. Took Harlan High School to the Sweet 16 all four years. Scored 23 points in the final game to help his team win the 1944 title. His 223 points in state tourney action are second only to ex-Cat Richie Farmer’s 317. Went on to become a standout player for the Indianapolis Olympians in the NBA. After retiring, he did some broadcasting and served as sheriff of Fayette County. Owned several successful businesses in Lexington prior to his death in 2014. One of the most-famous and successful Wildcat players ever. A genuine Kentucky legend.

BRANDON KNIGHT

(2010-11, 6’3”, guard, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.)

UK hardly missed a beat when he stepped in to take over the point guard chores from the departed John Wall. Proved to be one of the smartest, most tough-minded Wildcats of all-time. Another guy who wanted the ball in his hands when the game was on the line. Hit game-winning buckets against Princeton and Ohio State during the Cats’ run to the Final Four. Named Most Outstanding Player in East Region. Averaged 17.3 points per game. Handed out 159 assists. Reached double figures in 35 of 38 games, and recorded the most 20-point games (14) by a UK freshman. Hit for a career-best 30 points in UK’s NCAA tourney win over West Virginia. Had 26 at Arkansas and 25 at Louisville. Twice hit for five treys in a game, against LSU and North Carolina. Had nine assists against South Carolina. Earned All-SEC first-team honors. Had a standout prep career at Pine Crest High in Ft. Lauderdale, leading his school to four consecutive state title games, claiming the crown in 2008 and 2009. Averaged 32.5 points his senior campaign. Four-time class 3A-1A Player of the Year. Racked up 3,515 points during his prep career. The 2009-10 Gatorade High School Athlete of the Year. Averaged 31.2 points as a junior. Also, a standout in the classroom, posting a 4.3 GPA in high school.

TOMMY KRON

(1965-67, 6’5”, guard, Tell City, Ind.)

Although a guard, he was the tallest of “Rupp’s Runts.” He was a superb defender, especially when playing the point on UK’s 1-3-1 zone defense. A capable scorer, he averaged 12.3 as a junior and 10.2 on the 1965-66 NCAA runner-up club. Broke into the starting lineup midway through his sophomore season, scoring 13 points in a crucial SEC win over Tennessee. That game marked the first time Rupp used a zone defense at UK, and Kron’s play at the point made it a success. Later scored a team-high 17 to lead the Cats past Tennessee a second time. Scored a career-high 30 against Syracuse during his junior season. Also had 24 against West Virginia and 21 against St. Louis. Scored 23 against Alabama and 22 against Tulane during the “Runts” season. Played excellent basketball in the NCAA tourney, scoring 14 and 12 in tough wins over Michigan and Duke. Led the “Runts” in free throw accuracy, connecting on 85.1 percent. Played several years in the pros, then retired and went into business in Louisville.

DAVE LAWRENCE

(1933-35, 6’1”, forward, Corinth, Ky.)

An unsung hero who played in the shadow of Frenchy DeMoisey and Leroy Edwards, yet still managed to gain All-America honors for his play during the 1934-35 season. Also named to the All-SEC team that same year. A steady performer and a superb shooter. Played little as a sophomore, then moved into the starting lineup his final two seasons at UK. Averaged 7.9 points as a junior and 9.1 his senior year. UK teams were 56-6 during his three years. Topped his junior campaign with a season-best 19 points in a win over Tennessee. His career-high was 23 in the 1934-35 season-opening win over Chattanooga. Had 16 against Tulane, 15 against Tulane in a second meeting, 17 against Creighton and 10 in the season finale against Xavier. Served as dean of men at the University of Louisville for many years.

JAMES LEE

(1975-78, 6’5”, forward, Lexington, Ky.)

UK’s greatest sixth man and arguably the school’s most-exciting slam dunk artist of all-time. Signed, sealed and delivered UK’s 94-88 NCAA championship win over Duke by throwing down one of his patented monster dunks just ahead of the final horn. A Lexington native who earned All-State honors at Henry Clay High School. An excellent rebounder and defensive player. Offered a glimpse into the future by coming off the bench to score 11 points in his Wildcat debut. Scored in double figures four times as a freshman, with a high of 13 against Mississippi State. Moved into the starting lineup midway through his sophomore season after Rick Robey went down with an injury, averaging 9.3 points for that NIT championship team. Scored a season-high 21 against Alabama, then came back with successive 20-point efforts against Niagara and Kansas State in the NIT. Averaged 9.8 points as a junior. Had 13 points and 13 rebounds against Utah in the UKIT final. Scored 14 points and threw down several of his signature dunks in a big SEC win over Alabama. Scored 11.3 points per game for the 1977-78 NCAA championship team. Hit for a career-best 25 against Auburn. Had eight, including that rim-rattling dunk, in the win over Duke. Taken by Seattle in the second round of the 1978 NBA draft.

BILLY RAY LICKERT

(1959-61, 6’3”, guard/forward, Lexington, Ky.)

A complete player who had the ability to score, pass, rebound and defend. Gave some of the greatest individual performances ever turned in by a Wildcat. A three-time All-SEC selection and the league’s top sophomore in 1959. Flashed his great offensive potential with a 23-point effort in only his fourth varsity game. In a monster performance against Notre Dame, he scored 24 points and grabbed 17 rebounds while holding Irish All-American Tom Hawkins to 13 points, 11 below his average. Came back to score 18 as the Cats snapped Auburn’s 30-game winning streak. Ended his rookie season with a 13.5 scoring average. His play helped that Wildcat team carve out a 24-3 record. Averaged 14.4 as a junior despite missing five games because of a leg injury. Opened the season strong, scoring 23 against UCLA, 20 against St. Louis and 27 against Temple. Had a huge 29-point effort in the Cats’ 96-93 win over an Ohio State team that featured Jerry Lucas, John Havlicek and Larry Siegfried. Had an outstanding senior season, averaging a team-best 16 points per game while also leading in field goal percentage (42 percent). His best outing was a 29-point, 12-rebound performance against St. Louis. Scored 83 points during one three-game stretch. Hit for 24 points as the Cats handed Florida its first SEC loss. Led the Cats with 28 points in their first-round NCAA tourney win over Morehead State. Accumulated 1,076 career points as a Wildcat, finishing with an average of 14.7. Made good on 74.7 percent of his free throws. Honed his skills at Lafayette High School under the watchful eye of ex-Cat Ralph Carlisle. Named Kentucky’s Mr. Basketball after leading the Generals to the 1957 state championship.
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