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PART 1 

FATHERS AND 
THEIR CHILDREN 








Chapter 1 

My Father 

Every day of my life has been a gift from him. His lap had been my refuge from lightning and thunder. His arms had sheltered me from teenage heartbreak.His wisdom and understanding had sustained me as an adult.

—Nellie Pike Randall 

My father . . . lived as if he were poured from iron, and loved his family with a vulnerability that was touching.

—Mari E. Evans 

My father was two men, one sympathetic and intuitional, the other critical and logical; altogether they formed a combination that could not be thrown off its feet.

—Julian Hawthorne, of his father, Nathaniel 

I remember being upset once and telling my dad I wasn’t following through right, and he replied, “Nancy, it doesn’t make any difference to a ball what you do after you hit it.”

—Nancy Lopez 

My fondest and earliest memory of my father is being able to get in his lap and sit. I still to this day sit in his lap, and he loves it. I don’t think you’re ever too old for that.

—Holly Heston, of her father, Charlton 

He opened the jar of pickles when no one else could. He was the only one in the house who wasn’t afraid to go into the basement by himself. He cut himself shaving, but no one kissed it or got excited about it. It was understood that when it rained, he got the car and brought it around to the door. When anyone was sick, he went out to get the prescription filled. He took lots of pictures . . . but he was never in them.

—Erma Bombeck 

My dad is the backbone of our family. Any problem that I’ve ever had, he’s always been there for me. 

—Whitney Houston 

The history, the root, the strength of my father is the strength we now rest on.

—Carolyn M. Rodgers 

I modeled myself on my father. And this much at least was worthy of admiration: nothing downed his spirits for long.

—Elaine Feinstein 

When I think of my father, the memories that bubble to the surface are not policy or politics. They are the man who opened a child’s imagination, who taught her to be a good horsewoman and to always get back ☺on when I fell off.

—Patti Davis, of her father, Ronald Reagan 

I was not close to my father, but he was very special to me. Whenever I did something as a little girl—learn to swim or act in a school play, for instance—he was fabulous. There would be a certain look in his eyes. It made me feel great.

—Diane Keaton 

To this day I cannot see a bright daffodil, a proud gladiola, or a smooth eggplant without thinking of Papa. Like his plants and trees, I grew up as a part of his garden.

—Leo Buscaglia 

Beaming like a lesser god, He bounced upon the earth he trod. 

—May Sarton, of her father 

My dear father! When I remember him, it is always with his arms open wide to love and comfort me.

—Isobel Field 

When someone who knew my father says I’m like him, I feel flattered. He was a shy, undemonstrative man, but good natured with a great, whimsical sense of humor.

—Paul Newman 

When I was fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.

—Mark Twain 

My father died many years ago, and yet when something special happens to me, I talk to him secretly not really knowing what he hears, but it makes me better to half believe it.

—Natasha Josefowitz 

My father didn’t tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it.

—Clarence B. Kelland 

I guess the only thing that’s important is that he was my father. He was some guy, my Dad. Some guy.

—Jack Lemmon 

The memory of Papa—tall, dark-haired, with a neatly trimmed mustache, smiling, warm and loving—is still vivid in my mind. It will never fade.

—Leo Buscaglia 

What strikes me as odd now is how my father managed to get across to me without those heart-to-hearts which I’ve read about fathers and sons having in the study or in the rowboat or in the car. . . . Somehow I understood completely how he expected me to behave, in small matters as well as large, even though I can’t remember being given any lectures about it beyond the occasional, undramatic, “You might as well be a mensch.”

—Calvin Trillin 

Of course there were areas of safety; nothing could get at me if I curled up on my father’s lap, holding on to his ear with one thumb tucked into it. . . . All about him was safe.

—Naomi Mitchson 

One night at about two o’clock in the morning my father caught a man stealing bananas from our backyard. He went over to the man with his machete, took the bananas, cut the bunch in half and said, “Here, you can have it.” And then he said, “From now on, if you need anything from the back of our house, come to the front.”

—Chi Chi Rodriguez 

There must’ve been hundreds of people cheering at some of those track meets, but my father’s voice always found me.A simple “That’s it, kid” and my feet grew wings.
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