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CHAPTER ONE TO THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
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Have you ever been called to the principal’s office? Everything about it is terrifying!

First you have to hear your name called over the loudspeaker inside every classroom. And it is really LOUD, isn’t it?

“ANDRES MIEDOSO, PLEASE REPORT TO THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE!”

And then all the kids in the class turn to look at you, and you hear their ooooohs as you walk out of the classroom to your doom!
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Walking down the hallway to the principal’s office is the worst. Kids in other classrooms watch you go by, and you can see them whispering about you.

The closer you get to the office, the more you start to sweat. And once you arrive, you always need to wait to see the principal. It’s like they want you to sit there and think about whatever it was you did wrong!
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Of course, it’s not always a bad thing to go to the principal’s office. One time a kid was called because he was getting a very big award for never being late to class!

[image: Image]

Cool, right? Except that visiting the principal’s office made him late to class, so that poor kid had to give that award right back. Ugh.
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Another time, the principal wanted to see Julia Smith, but there were two kids named Julia Smith. Only one of them was in trouble, but the principal didn’t know which one, so she gave them both detention!

Now that I think about it, maybe going to the principal’s office is always a bad thing. Well, at least it’s always an interesting time.

Like, for example, the time when Desmond and I went to the principal’s office together. Let’s just say, it was a, uh, magical experience.

An experience that involved me, Andres Miedoso, tripping over balls and getting tangled up in a bunch of jump ropes.

And my best friend, Desmond Cole, dodging balls and twirling a Hula-Hoop at the same time.
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I bet you’re wondering about the shadow that was reaching out for us. I can shine some light on that, but I’d better start this story way back at the very beginning.
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CHAPTER TWO IT DOESN’T STACK UP
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It was only yesterday when everything began. Desmond and I had just finished eating lunch in the school cafeteria, and Desmond was putting his tray away. I bring lunch from home, but I tagged along because that’s what best friends do.

That was when Ms. Morgana, the principal, entered the cafeteria without warning. When the kids noticed her, everyone’s eyes got wide, and they were suddenly on their best behavior.
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The milk-burping contest that was happening at the table next to ours froze in mid action. One kid nearly exploded! The milk-carton-stacking contest suddenly became a milk-carton-UNSTACKING contest.
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Even the monsters in the cafeteria kitchen stopped smiling and chatting with one another. As soon as the principal walked in, they ducked and hid behind the stove.

(I know, you probably think it’s strange that the kitchen at Kersville Elementary is run by monsters, but we’re used to it by now. It turns out, the monsters are pretty nice.)

There’s something you need to know about Ms. Morgana. She doesn’t leave her office that often. In fact, Desmond and I had only seen her once before. She had been walking across the playground wearing a large pointy hat.
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When she entered the cafeteria yesterday, she was wearing that same hat. And she was wearing the same pointy shoes, too!

We watched as she pointed an old, pointy finger at Mrs. Tray, who was in charge of the cafeteria, and said, “Don’t forget about tomorrow.”
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