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INTRODUCTION


It was June 2006. I was browsing a home decor website looking for ideas to furnish my new apartment. It was then I saw my first IKEA® hack. Up until that moment, I’d always thought of furniture as static—I buy a bed, I get a bed. The article I stumbled across featured a guy who’d bought 2 IKEA® PAX wardrobe sliding doors and made them into a room divider. I didn’t know you could do that! I began searching for more hacks, and each find made me more excited than the last. People were doing strange things to IKEA® products, and I loved it!


After a few days, I had collected a handful of hacks from various parts of the World Wide Web. “How wonderful if they could all be housed on one site, for all IKEA® fans to enjoy,” I thought to myself. I wasn’t sure if anyone else was as crazy about weird IKEA® mods as I was, but with what little blogging skills I had, I started IkeaHackers.net anyway. I updated it as regularly as I could find hacks and didn’t think too much about it. As it turned out, a whole lot of people were into hacking, and they started sharing their creations with me. From there, IkeaHackers grew and grew.


Now, you may ask, “What’s an IKEA® hack?” In its simplest terms, it’s a modification of an IKEA® product. In no way does the term “hack” infer that the mods are sloppily done. Rather, the name suggests that the hackers “break into” the IKEA® “code” of furniture assembly and repurpose, challenge, and create with new results.


People hack IKEA® for many reasons: some to get exactly what they want, some for economic reasons, some for style. Reasons abound. But whatever the reason is, you can be sure it’s fun to slice and dice mass-produced flat-pack furniture into something totally different.


This book is to help you do just that.


We’ve put together some of the biggest and best IKEA® hacks from all over the world. Our hope is that they’ll expand your imagination and trigger you to see what’s possible with RAST, FROSTA, BILLY and friends. Our sneaky intention is you’ll to walk into IKEA® and never see their furniture the same way again. Because it does not have to be.


The book has projects suitable for every level of skill. Some of the projects are easy, while some are tougher to do. Some need nothing more than a drill, while others may require an assortment of tools. Browse through the book and start with projects closer to your ability, then level up as your DIY confidence grows.


As with all DIY projects, safety comes first. In the projects, you may come across steps and tools that you’re unsure of. In such instances, please seek help from an expert DIYer. All electrical work should be handled by a professional to ensure compliance to safety regulations. Do check IKEA®’s instructions on the safe use of their products. Please take the precaution to securely anchor all cabinets to the wall. Always make sure that the hacked item is safe for you and those who will use it. Please remind yourself to always err on the side of safety.


Finally, I hope this book inspires you to create IKEA® hacks of your own. There’s always something new in IKEA® waiting to be hacked. You could be the one to do so. And I’ll be here to share your IKEA® hack with the world.


Happy hacking,


Jules


www.IkeaHackers.net


www.facebook.com/ikeahackers


NOTE: IKEA® product measurements are given in width × depth × height. US lumber measurements are given in height × width × length.









THE PROJECTS









Beautiful BILLY BESTÅ Behemoth


Tony Tapia and Scott Vedder


Apopka, Florida


This hack combines BESTÅ and BILLY frames in the same project. This is a unique challenge because the heights and depths of both collections are different. Matching them up requires cutting the BILLY frames to the right height and then boosting the BESTÅs to match. No worries, though! This project can be completed by anyone with a sense of adventure, a little know-how around a few power tools, and plenty of time and patience. At the end, Tony and Scott wound up with a custom piece that looks professionally built but cost less than $1,400.


When this hack was assembled, VASSBO doors were offered. If available, use 14 assorted BESTÅ VASSBO doors. However, VASSBO is unavailable in most markets, but SINDVIK is the most similar style of door currently found at IKEA® locations.
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IKEA® Home Furnishings


[image: ][image: ]  2 BESTÅ frames, 23⅝×15¾×75⅝ inches (60×40×192 cm)


[image: ][image: ]  3 double BESTÅ frames, 23⅝×15¾×25¼ inches (60×40×64 cm)


[image: ][image: ]  3 single BESTÅ cabinets, 23⅝×15¾×15 inches (60×40×38 cm)


[image: ][image: ]  2 BILLY bookcases, 15¾×11×79½ inches (40×28×202 cm)


[image: ][image: ]  16 assorted SINDVIK doors and drawer fronts, to fit


[image: ][image: ]  OXBERG panel doors to fit BESTÅ frames, 15¾×75⅝ inches (40×192 cm)


[image: ][image: ]  BESTÅ rails


[image: ][image: ]  two 4-piece DIODER light strip sets (optional)


Materials


[image: ][image: ]  10 2×4-inch (5×10¼-cm) boards, 96 inches (243¾ cm) long


[image: ][image: ]  electric circular saw, blade diameter at least 6½ inches (16½ cm)


[image: ][image: ]  1½-inch (38-mm) wide-thread multipurpose screws


[image: ][image: ]  wood glue


[image: ][image: ]  painter’s tape (optional)


[image: ][image: ]  builder’s caulk


[image: ][image: ]  hammer


[image: ][image: ]  nail gun (optional)


[image: ][image: ]  1-inch (2½-cm) furring strips, 24 feet (7¼ meters)


[image: ][image: ]  drill


[image: ][image: ]  2-inch (51-mm) rotary bit


[image: ][image: ]  baseboard trim


[image: ][image: ]  crown molding
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Instructions


1. Build all of the BILLY and BESTÅ frames according to the assembly instructions.


2. Make a rectangle base for each of your 75⅝-inch-wide BESTÅ frames using the 2×4s. Measure the bottom of the BESTÅ to determine the dimensions of the rectangular base; it should match the dimensions of the base of the BESTÅ exactly. Each base should consist of four boards, cut to size using a circular saw, then screwed together at the corners at right angles. Attach the bases to the bottom of the BESTÅ units with wood glue.


3. Lay the first BESTÅ on its right side and then place a BILLY horizontally on top of the BESTÅ. Align the tops and faces of the cabinets so they are flush. Temporarily attach the frames together using the inter-cabinet connector screws included with the BESTÅ. You can also use painter’s tape to hold them together.


4. You’ll notice that the foot of the BILLY extends about ¾ inch past the adjoining BESTÅ and its rectangular base. Make a mark on the BILLY indicating where the bottom of the BESTÅ base ends, and then use the circular saw to cut the BILLY frame to the marked length.


5. Attach the BILLY and BESTÅ together using glue and screws as needed. Align the bases of both pieces so that the towers stand level when finally assembled. The completed piece will be one of the side towers.


6. Repeat Steps 3 through 5 to create the second side tower, but lay the BESTÅ on its left side rather than its right side to ensure symmetrical towers. At the end of this step, you should have two sets of BILLY/BESTÅ side towers for the outer ends of the installation.
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7. To assemble the central pedestal, attach three double BESTÅ cabinets together using the screws included in the BESTÅ packaging. You can add builder’s caulk between the cabinets for added strength.


8. Create a wooden base for the central pedestal to match the bases on the side towers. This will also raise the pedestal off the floor, allow room for the doors, and make it easier to attach baseboard trim later. Create and attach a rectangular base to the central pedestal using the same technique as described in Step 2. This should require no more than three of your 96-inch 2×4s. Attach the bases with glue. Keep the central pedestal and side towers separate.
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9. To create the suspended bridge portion of the design, attach the remaining three BESTÅ units to the wall using the IKEA® BESTÅ rails, following the assembly instructions.
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10. After the bridge is anchored safely on the wall, combine the other completed units into a single built-in. Center the pedestal underneath the bridge, then align the side towers so they are symmetrical and snug against the center pedestal and the bridge. Screw and glue each unit to the next.


11. Add baseboard trim and crown molding to the unit to match the rest of the house and to cover the bases of each unit. Use the measurements of the installation as a guide for cutting the molding. Miter the baseboard and molding corners using a circular saw. Attach the baseboard trim, using a nail gun if available, to the rectangular bases and along the front of the bottoms of the BILLY cabinets using a nail gun. Attach 1-inch furring strips to the top of the installation, then attach the crown molding on top of that.


12. Attach doors that correspond to the BESTÅ unit sizes and match your design vision and needs. The doors are attached to the BESTÅ frames by using the hinges included in the IKEA® packaging.


13. Optionally, attach DIODER light strips in any glass compartments. Place the LED strips on the inside of the door near the hinges, using the adhesive included in the IKEA® packaging. To hide the cables, drill a ½-inch hole in the top of each frame where the lights are being installed and run the cables through. Hide all of the cables and switches behind the cabinet. The switches can be installed inside the left BILLY frame using a 2-inch circular drill bit to open a 2-inch circular hole in the back wall of the BILLY. You can then pass the switches and wires through the hole. The switches will be accessible, while the cables are neatly stashed away out of sight behind the unit.
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About the Contributors


Tony Tapia and Scott Vedder hack because they often can’t find store-bought solutions that match their style and suit the exact dimensions and scale of their home. They also don’t want to hire a designer, engineer, and architect every time a new cabinet is needed. But mostly, they hack because they enjoy working together on projects. When family and friends visit, they often exclaim, “Wow, where did you get that piece?” Tony and Scott feel an enormous sense of pride and accomplishment when they reply, “We built it!” They hope that their hack inspires others as much as the hacks they’ve found online have inspired them. The two are married and live in Apopka, Florida. They share a single-family house with their four shar-pei dogs, Maya, Lenox, Castor, and Pollux.









Modernist Tea Trolley


Danielle Connelly


New York, New York


For this project, Danielle referenced a piece of modern design by Alvar Aalto. By redefining the intended purpose of two FROSTA stools, she was able to create Aalto’s Tea Trolley 901 from the 1930s. The design of the cart was an adaptation of the language and techniques developed for Aalto’s three-legged stool, one of the most well-known designs of modern times. Danielle has repurposed all parts of the globally ubiquitous FROSTA stool, including the hardware, to create this cleverly constructed and easily replicated hack of the seminal Aalto Tea Trolley.
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